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oo n Lechnesow of ind Far the w 
thority of ©Congreſs was obtained for raifing an 
my, that would be more permanent cd the pda 
lies, which they had previouſly” brought into the field. 
k was at firſt ropoſed to retruſt, for the indefinite term 
of the war, 
wn of rhe people were vers to engagements, for ſuch 
m uncertain period.of ſervice; the recruiting officers were 
inſtructed to offer che altertiative of either 'entiſting for 
the war, or for three 
firſt conditions were promiſed a humdred acres 
addition to their 
els for the | 
a rv in 
reſolved to ruſſe 88 battalions, 
authority was given to General Waſhington to rai 
more, ytt very little progrefs had been made in th 
— buſineſs; ein after the 'baitles of Trenton aud 
Princeton. Even after that period, ſo much time was 
conſumed before theſe new recruits joined the 


land, 
and bounty.” The troops "raiſed by 


1776, it had been 


ad the feveral out- paſts, for ſome time, did not ex 
1500" men. Tet, what is Amoſt incredible, cheſe 1 500 


- ” Almoft every party that was fent out by the 
latter, was ſaccefsfully y oppoſed by tha former, and the 


Vor. IL Y my, 


it being found on experiment that the 


"Thoſe who engages on on lr 


ice of the Vatted Natty Were called 
and ecember follow- 


Commanderity Chicf, that his whole force at Morris-to wile | 
kept as many theuſands of the Britiſh cloſely pent up in 


adjacent country rved in a grea of tranquilliy. 
It was matter of aſtoniſhment, pts: e Britiſh ſuffered 
the ben the diſbandiog of one ar- 
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my, and the raiſing of another, to paſs away without at. 
tempting hing of conſequence againſt the remai 

ſhadow of an armed force. Hitherto there had been a 
deficiency of arms and ammunition, as well as of men, 
but in the ſpring of 1 17h» a veſſel of 24 guns arrived from 


France at Portſmouth in New-Hampſhire, with upwards 
of 11,000 ſtand of arms, and 1000 barrels of powder. 


Ten thouſand ſtand of arms arrived about the fame time, 


in another part of the United States. N 
Before the royal army took the field, in proſecution of 
the main buſineſs of the campaign, two enterprizes for 
the deſtruction of American ſtores were undertaken, in 
an oppoſite direction to what proved eventually to be the 
theatre of the operations of Sir William Howe. The firſt 
was conducted by Colonel Bird, the ſecond by Major-Ge- 
neral 'Tryon. The former landed with about 500 men 
at Peek's-kill, near 50 miles from New-York. General 
Waſhington had repeatedly. cautioned. the -commiſſaries 
not to ſuffer large quantities of proviſions to be near the 
water in ſuch places as were acceflible to ſhipping, but his 


; prudent advice had not been regarded. The few Ame- 


ricans, who were . ſtationed. as a guard at Peek's-kill, on 
the approach of Colonel Bird, fired the principal ſtore- 
houſes, and retired to a good. poſition, about two or three 
miles diſtant. The loſs. of proviſions, forage, and other 
valuable articles was conſidera bee. 
_ Major-General Tryon, with a detachment of 2000 

embarked at New-York, and paſſing through the Sound, 


April 26. landed between Fairfield and Norwalk. - They advanced 


through the country without interruption, | and arrived in 
about 20 bours at Danbury... On their approach the fev 


continentals who were in the town withdrew from it. 


The Britiſh began to burn and deſtroy, but abſtained from 
injuring the property of ſuch as were reputed tories.— 
18 houſes, 800 barrels of pork and beef, 800 barrels of 
flour, 2000 buſhels of grain, 1700 tents, and ſome other 
articles were loſt to the Americans. Generals Wooſter, 
Arnold and Silliman, having haſtily collected a few hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, made arrangements for interrupt- 
ing the march of the royal detachment, but the arms of 
thoſe who came forward on this emergency, were injured 
by exceſſive rains, and the men were worn down with 
a march of 30 miles in the courſe of a day. Such dilpo- 
fitions were nevertheleſs made, and ſuch advantagecus 
poſts were taken, as enabled them greatly to annoy — 
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ners when returning to their ſhips. General Arnold, 1479. 
with. about / 500 men, by a rapid movement, reache Gooynmnnd 
Ridgefield: in their front—-barricadoed the road, kept uß 
z briſk fire upon them, and ſuſtained their attack, till th 
had made a  lodgwent on a ledge of rocks on his l 
After the ' Britiſh had gained this eminence, a whole pla- 
toon levelled at General Arnold, not more than 2 
diſtant. His horſe was killed, but he eſcaped. While he 
was extricating himſelf from his horſe, a ſoldier advanced 
w run him through wich a bayonet, but he ſhot him dead 
with his piſtal, and afterwards; got off. ſafe. - The Ame- 
ricans,. in ſeveral detaghed; parties, harraſſed the rear of 
the Britiſh,” and from various ſtands kept up a ſcattering 
fire upon them, — 7 wo aeN their ſhipping. 
The Britiſh accompliſhed the object of the expedition, 
but it coſt them dear. They-had by computation 2 or 
zoo men killed, . wounded, or taken. The Joſs of the 
Americans was about 20 killed, and 40 wounded. Among 
the former was Dr. Atwater, à gentleman of reſpectable 
character, and conſiderable influence. Colonel Lamb was 
among the latter. General Wooſter, ſeventy 
ſs old, behaved with the vigour and ſpirit of youth. 
ile gloriouſly defending the liberties. of his country, he 
received. mortal wound. -, Congreſs reſolved, that a mo- 
nument ſhould be erected to his — as an acknow- 
ledgment of his merit and ſervices. They alſo reſolved, 
that a horſe, properly capariſoned, ſhould be preſented to 
General. Arnold, in their, name, as a token of their appro- 
Not long after the excurſion. to Danbury, Colonel 
Meigs, an enterpriſing American officer, tranſported a de- | 
uchment of about 170 Americans, in whale boats, over ; 
he. ſound, which ſeparates. Long-Iſland from Connecticut, May 24: 
nd burned twelve dane ſloops, belonging to the Bri- 
and deſtroyed. a large quantity of forage and other ar- 
ticles, collected for their uſe in Sagg-Har on that iſ- 
land, —killed fix of their ſoldiers, and brought off go pri- 
ſoners, without having a ſingle man either killed or wound- 
ed. The Colonel and his party returned to Guildford 
n 25 hours from the time of theit departure, having in 
that ort ſpace not only completed the object of their ex- 
pedition, but traverſed by land and water, a ſpace not leſs 
than 90 miles. Congreſs, ordered an elegant ſword to be 
6 to Colonel Meigs, for his good conduct in this 
tion. . | 
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As che ſeaſon advanced, the American army in Ney. 
Jerſey, was reinforced by the ſucceſſive. arrival of recruit, 
nevertheleſs at the opening of the campaign, it amount. 
ed only to 7272 men. | i 
Great pains had been taken to recruit the Britſh amy 
with American levies. A commiſſion of Brigadier Gene. 
ral had been conferred on Mr. Oliver , a loyaliſt of 
reat influence in New-York, and he was authoriſed to raiſe 
battalions. Every effort had been made to raiſe the 


men, both-within and without the Britiſh lines,' and uk 


from among the American priſoners, but with all theſe 
exertions, only '597 were procured.” Mr. Courtland Skin. 
ner, a loyaliſt well known in Jerſey, was alſo appointed 
a Brigadier, and authoriſed to raiſe five battalions. Gren 
efforts were alſo made to procure recruits for his com- 
mand, but their whole number amounted only to 517, 
Towards the latter end of May, General Waſhingtn 
quitted his winter t at Morriſtown, and took 
a ſtrong” poſition at Middlebrook. Soon after this more- 
ment was effected, the Britiſh marched from Brunſwick, 
and extended cheir vun as far as Somerſet courthouſe, but 
in a few days returned to their former ſtation. This ſud- 
den change we # wen owing to the oppo⸗ 
ſition which d to be collecting from all quarters, for 
the Jerſey militia, turned out in a very ſpirited manner u 
poſe them. Six months before that ſame army marched 
through New- Jerſey, without being fired upon, and erm 
ſmall parties of them had dafely patrolled the country, 1. 
diſtance from their camp; but experience having prove 
that Britiſi protections were no ſecurity for property, the 
inhabitants generally reſolved to try the effects of re 
in preference to a _ ſubmiſion. A fortunate _ 
gave an opportuni aſſem in great force on 
— Si had E Hall on, and beacons 
erected on high places, with the view of communicating 
over the eountty, inſtantaneous intelligence of the approat 
of the Britiſh, A few hours before the royal army begin 
their march. the ſignal of alarm, on the foundation df 
:falſe report, had been hoiſted. The farmers, with arms 
in their hands; — place of rendezvous from cont 
- derable diſtances. They had ſet out at leaſt twelve hours 
before the Britiſh, and on their appearance were cdllectu 


in formidable numbers. Whether Sir Wm. Howe intended 
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to force” his way through the country to the Delaware, 17% 
and afterwards to Philadelphia, or to attack the American wagay 
my, is uncertain, but whatever was his deſign, he thouglit 
proper, ſuddenly to relinquiſh it, and fell back to Brunſwick. 
TheBritiſh army, on their retreat, burned and the 
farm houſes' on the road, nor did they ſpare thoſe buildings 
which were dedicated to the ſervice of the Deity. 

Sir William Howe, after his retreat to Brunſwick, en- 
deavoured to provoke General Waſhin to an engage- 
ment, and left no manceuvre untried, that was calculated 
to induce him to quit his poſition. At one time he ap- 
peared 'as if he intended to puſh on without regarding the 
army-oppoſed to him. At another he accurately examined 
the ſituation of the American encampment, hoping that 
ſome unguarded part might be found, on which an attack 
might be made that would open the way to. a general'en- 

ent, All theſe hopes were fruſtrated, General 
Waſbington knew the full value of his ſituation. He had 
too much penetration to loſe it from the circumvention of 
military manceuvres, and too much temper to be provoked 
to a dereliction of it. He was well apprized that it was 
not the intereſt of his countty,' to commit its fortune to a 


” x 
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action. | * 
ir William Howe ſuddenly relinquiſhed his poſition in 
front of the Americans, and retired with his w force to 


Amboy. The apparently retreating Britiſh, were purſued 
a conſiderable detachment of the American army, and 
Waſhington advanced from Middlebrook © Quib- 
bletown, to be near at hand for the ſupport of his advanc- 
ed parties. The Britiſh General immediately marched his 
umy back from Amboy, with great expedition, hoping to 
bring on a general action on equal ground, but he was dif- 
appointed; General Waſhington fell back, and poſted his June 24. 
amy in ſuch an advantageous poſition, - as compenſated for 
the inferiority of his numbers. Sir William Howe was 
now fully convinced of the impoſſibility of compelling a ge- 
neral engagement on equal terms, alſo ſatisfied that it 
would be too hazardous to attempt paſſing the Delaware, 
while the country was in arms, and the main American army 
in full force in his rear. He therefore returned to Amboy, 
andthetice paſſed over to Staten - Iſland, reſolving to proſecute 
the objects of the campaign by another route; During the 
period of ' theſe movements, the real deſigns of General 
Howe were involved in great obſcurity. ' Though es 
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1775. fon for military operations was'advanced as far as the monk 
Doof July, yet his determinate object could not be aſoertained 
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Nothing on his part had hitherto taken place, but alter. 
nately advancing and retreating. General Waſhington' 
embarraſſment on this account, was increaſed by  intelli. 

ence which arrived, that Burgoyne was coming in great 
| towards New-York, from Canada. Apprehending 


that Sir William Howe would ultimately move up the 
North-River, and that his movements, which looked ſouth- 
wardly were calculated to deceive, the American Generil 
detached a brigade to reinforce the northern diviſion of his 


army. Succeſſive advices of the advance of Burgoyne, fa 


voured the idea, that a junction of the two royal armies, 


near Albany, was intended. Some movements were there- 


fore made by General Waſhington, towards Peek's-kill 


and on the other ſide towards Trenton, while the main 
army was encamped near the Clove, in readineſs to march 
either to the north or ſouth, as the movements or Sir 
William Howe might require? At length, the m in body 
of the royal army, conſiſting of thirty · ſix Britiſh and Heſſi- 
an battalions, with a regiment. of light-horſe, and a loyal 
provincial corps, called the Queen's rangers, and a power- 
ful artillery, amounting in the whole to about 16, ooo men, 
A Sandyhook, and were reported to ſteer 
ſouthwardly. About the time of this embarkatian, a letter 
from- Sir William Howe to Genefrai Burgoyne was inter- 
cepted. This contained intelligence, that the Britiſh 
troops were deſtined to New-Hampſhire. The intendei 
deception was ſo ſuperficially veiled, that in conjunction 
with the intelligence of the Britiſly embar kation, it produc- 
ed a contrary effect. Within one hour after the reception 
of this intercepted letter, General Waſhington gave or- 


ders to his army to move to the ſouthward, but he was 


nevertheleſs ſo much impreſſed with a conviction, that it 


was the true intereſt of Howe to move towards Burgoyne, 


that he ordered the American army to halt for ſome ume, 
at the river Delaware, ſuſpecting that the apparent move- 
ment of the royal army to the ſouthward, was a feint cal 
culated to draw him farther from the North-river, The 
Britiſh fleet having ſailed from Sandyhook, were a week 
at ſea, before they reached Cape Henlopen. At this time 
and place, for reaſons that. do not obviouſly occur, Gene- 
ral Howe gave up the idea of approaching Philadelphia by 
aſcending the Delaware, And reſolved on a cireuitous * 
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by the way of the Cheſapeak. Perhaps he counted, on 1777: 
ing joined by large reinforcements from the numerous , 
ies i he feared the 
obſtructions which. the Pennſylvanians had planted in the 
Delaware. If | theſe were his | reaſons, he was miſtaken 
in both. From | the tories be received: no advantage, 
and from the obſtructions in the river, his ſhips could 
have received no detriment, if he had landed his 
at 'New-Caſtle, which was 14 miles nearer Philadelphia 
than the head oſ Cheſapeak bay 
The Britiſn fleet, after they had l abe capes of the 
Delaware, had a tedious and uncomfortable paſſage, be- 
ing twenty: days before they entered: the capes of Virgi- 
They - aſcended the bay, with a favourable wind, Aug. 25. 
and landed at Turkey-point. The circumſtance of the 
Britiſh fleet putting out to ſea, after they had looked in- 
to the Delaware, added to the apprehenſion before en- 
tertained, that the whole was a feint calculated to draw the 
American army farther from the North- River, ſo as to 
prevent their being at hand to oppoſe a junction between 
Howe and Burgoyne. Waſhington therefore fell back to 
ſuch a middle ſtation, as would enable him, either ſpee- 
dily to return to the North- river, or advguce to the relief 
of Philadelphia. The Britiſh fleet, after ſeaving the capes 
of Delaware; were not heard of for near three weeks, ex- 
cept that they had once or twice been ſeen near the coaſt ; 
ſteering ſouthwardly, A council of officers * convened at 9 
Neſhammy, near Philadelphia, unanimouſly” gave it as * 
their opinion, that Charleſtown, in South-Carolina, was 
moſt; probably their object, and that it would be impoſſi- 
ble for the army to march in ſeaſon for its relief. It was 
therefore coneluded to try, to repair the loſs of Charleſ- 
town, which was conſidered as unavoidable, either by at- 
tempting. ſomething on New York iſland, or by cating 
vith the northern army, to give more efteQtual o 
to Burgoyne, A ſmall change of poſition, contdrnably 
to this new ſyſtem, took — Þ The day before the above 
reſolution was adopted, the Britiſh — entered the Che- 
ſapeak. Intelligence thereof, in a. few days, reached 
the American army, and diſpelled that miſt of ypcertaimy, 
| in which General Howe's movements had been heretofote 
| enveloped. The American troops were put in motioi qto 
| meet the Britiſh army. Their numbers on 
_—_— 144000, but their F force on which 
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dependence might be placed in the. day of battle, did not 


Wy much exceed 8000 men. Every appearance of confidence 


Sept. 3- 


was aſſumed by them as they paſſed through Philadelphia, 
that the citizens might be intimidated from joining the 
Britiſh. About the ſame time a number of the pri 
inhabitants of that city, being fuſpected of diſaffection to 


the American caufe, were taken into inn _ to 


Virginia. 

Soon after Sir William Hows had landed his 
in Maryland, he put forth a declaration, in which he in- 
formed the inhabitants, that he had iſſued the ſtricteſt or- 
ders to the troops . for the preſervation of regularity and 
good diſcipline, and that the moſt exemplary puniſhment 
ſhould be inflited upon thoſe who ſhould dare to plunder 
the property, or moleſt the. perſons of any of 
well · diſpoſed ſubjects.“ It feemed as though fully appriz- 
ed of the conſequences, which had reſulted from the in- 
diſcriminate plunderings of his army in New-Jerſey, he 
was determined to adopt a more politic line of conduct. 
Whatever his Lordſhip's intentions might be, they were 
by no means ſeconded by his troops. 

The royal army ſet out from the eaſtern heads of the 
Chefapeak, with a fpirit "which promiſed to compenſate 
for the various delays, which had hitherto waſted the cam- 
paign- Their tents and baggage were left behind, and 
they truſted their future accommodation to ſuch quarters 


as their arms might procure. | They advanced with bold- 


neſs, till they were within two miles of the American ar- 
my, which was then poſted near New- port. 
Waſhington ſoon changed: bis poſition, and took poſt on 
the high ground near Chadd's Fort, on the Brandywine 
creek, with an intention of-diſputing the paſſage. It was 
the wiſh, but by no means the intereſt of the Americans, 
to try their ſtrength in an engagement. Their regular 
troops were not only greatly inferior in diſcipline, but 
in numbers to the royal army, The opinion of the in- 
babitants, though founded on no circumſtances more 
ſubſtantial that their wiſhes, impoſed a ſpecies of neceſhity 
on the American General to keep his army in front of 
the: enemy, and to riſque an action for the ſecurity : 
Philadelphia. Inſtead of this, had he taken the ridge of 
high - mountains on his right, the Britiſh muſt have re- 
ſpected his numbers, and probably would have followed 
him up the country. In this manner the campaign might 
have been waſted away in a manner fatal to the invaders, 


but the bulk of the American people were ſo me 
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of delays, and had ſuch an overweening conceit of the 1777. 


umbers and prowefs'of their army, that they could 

omprehend the wiſdom and policy of tnanceuvres to ſhun. 
; engagetient, TN | "ITO 
On this occaſion neceffity dictated, that a facrifice 
pould be made on the altar of public opinion. A Ge- 


1 Chadd's Ford, on the Brandywine, a ſmall ftream 
ieh empties itſeſf into Chriſtiana creek, near its con- 
dun with the river Delaware. | 

The royal army advanced at day break in two columns, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Kniphauſen, and by 
lord Cornwallis. The firſt took the direct road to Chadd's 
Ford, and made a fhew of pafſing it, in front of the 
ait body of the Americans. At the fame time the other 
colin moved up on the weft fide of the Brandywine 
0 its fork, and croffed both its branches about 2 o'clock 
n the afternoon, and then marched down on the eaſt 
ide thereof, with the view of turning the right wing of 
dF Wytffaries, or \ | | 
rattofs. General Kniphauſen amuſed the Americans 
with the appearance of croffing the ford, but did not at- 
wnipt/it until Lord Cornwallis having croffed above, and 
moyed down” on the oppofite fide, had commenced his 
tack. Kniphauſen then croſſed the ford, and attacked 
the troops poſted for its defence. Theſe, after a ſevere 
confli, were compelted to give way. The retreat of the 
Americans foon became general, and was continued to 
Cheſter, under cover of General Weeden's brigade, which 
came off in good order. The final iſſue of battles often 
depends on ſmull circumſtances, which human prudence 
cannot control —one of theſe occurred here, and 


= 
rented General Waſhington from executing a bold a | 
is 


ww effect which, his troops were actually in motion. 
mas to have croffed che Brandywine, and attacked Knip- 
bauſen, white General Suttivan and Lord Stirling ſhould 


keep Earl Cornwallis in check. In the moſt critical mo- 


ment, General Wafhington received intelligence which 


de was obliged to credit, that the colamn of Lord Corn- - 


wallis'had been on making a feint, and was returning 
Jon Kniphdufen. This prevented the execution of a 
pan, which, if carried into effect, would probably Have 
Nen a different turn to the'evenits of the day. The killed 
ad wounded in the royal army, were near fix hundred. 

: The 


This they effected and compelled them to retreat with 


9 


eri action was therefore bazarded. This took place gent. 11. 


339 


1777. 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


The loſs of the Americans was twice that number, In 
the liſt of their wounded, were two of their general of. 
cers,-=the Marquis de la Fayette, and General Wood. 
ford, The former was a French nobleman of high rank, 
who, animated with the love of liberty, had left. his na 
tive country, and offered his ſervice to Congreſs. While 
in France, and only nineteen years of age, he eſpouſed 
the cauſe of the Americans, with the moſt diſintereſted 
and generous ardour. Having determined to join them, 
he communicated his intentions to the American com- 
miſſioners, at Paris, They juſtly conceived, that a patron 
of ſo much importance would be of ſervice to their cauſe, 


and encouraged his deſign. Before he had embarked 


from France, intelligence arrived in Europe, that the 
American inſurgents, reduced to 2000 men, were fleeing 
through Jerſey before a Britiſh force of 30,000, Under 
theſe circumſtances, the American commiſſioners at Pa- 
ris thought it but honeſt to diſſuade. him from the pre- 
ſent proſecution of his perilous enterpriſe. It was in vain 
that they acted ſo candid a part. His zeal to ferve a 
diſtreſſed country, was not abated by her misfortunes, 
Having embarked in a veſſel, which he purchaſed for the 
purpoſe, he arrived in Charleſtown, early in 1777, ud 
ſoon after joined the American army. Cangrels reſolved, 
that in conſideration of his zeal, illuſtrious family and 
connections, he ſhould have the rank of Major General in 
their army.” Independent of the; riſque he ran as an 


American officer, he hazarded bis large fortune in con- 


ſequence of the laws of France, and alſo the confinement 
of his perſon, in caſe of capture, when on his way to the 
United States, without;the chance of being acknowledged 
by any nation; for his court had forbidden his procced- 
ing to America, and had diſpatched orders to have him 
confined in the Weſt Indies, if found in that quarter. 
This gallant nobleman, who under all theſe diſadvantages 
bad demonſtrated his good will to the United States, re- 
ceived a wound in his leg at the battle of Brandywine, 
but he neyertheleſs continued in the field, and exerted 
himſelf both by word and example in rallying the Ame- 
ricans. Other foreigners of diſtinction alſo ſhared in the 
engagement. Count Pulaſki, a Poliſh nobleman, the 
ſame who a few years before had carried off King Sta- 
niflaus from his capital, though ſurrounded with à nu- 
merous body of guards, and a Ruſſian army, fought with 


the Americans at Brandywine. * He was a thunder 
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of war, and always ſought for the poſt of danger as the 199% * 
poſt of honour. Soon” after this engagement Congreſs Wy 
appointed him Commander of horſe, with the rank of : 
Brigadier. Monſieur du Coudray, a French officer of 2 
high rank and great abilities, while on his way from Phi- 
ldelpbia to join the American army, about this time was 
drowned in the river Schuylkill. He rode into the flat- p 
bottomed: boat on a ſpirited mare, whoſe career he was 
not able to ſtop, and ſhe went out at the farther end in- 
to the river, with her rider on her back. - 
The evening after the battle of Brandywine, a party of 
the Britiſh went to Wilmington, and took Preſident 
MKinley priſoner. They alſo took poſſęſſion of a ſhallop, 
loaded with the moſt valuable-effeAs of the inhabitants, 

Howe perſevered in his ſcheme of gaining the right 
flank of the Americans. This was no lefs ſteadily pur- 
ſued on the one fide, than avoided on the other. Waſh- 
ington came forward in a few days with a reſolution of J 
riſquing another action. He accordingly advanced as 
far as the Warren tavern on the Lancaſter road. Near 
that place both armies were on the point of engaging with 
their whole force, but were prevented by a moſt violent | 
ſtorm of rain, which continued for a whole day and Sept. 
night. When the rain ceafed, the Americans found that 
their ammunition was entirely ruined. They therefore | 
vithdrew to a place of ſafety, Before a proper ſupply | ** 
was procured, the Britiſh marched from their poſition " 
near the White Horſe tavern, down towards the Swedes 
Ford,” The Americans again took poſt in their front; 
but the Britiſh, inſtead of urging ' an action, began to 
march up towards Reading, To fave the ftores which 
had been ſited in that place, Waſhington took a new 
pofition, and left the Britiſh in undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 
the roads which lead to Philadelphia. His troops were 
worn down with a ſucceſſion of ſevere duties. There were 
in his army aboye a thouſand men who were barefooted, - 
and who had performed all their late movements in that 
condition. About this time the Americans ſuſtained a 
conſiderable loſs. by a night attack, conducted by General 
Grey on a detachment of their troops, which was en» gat 46 
camped near the Paoli tavern. The outpoſts and pickets er. 6 
were forced without noife, about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing. The men had ſcarcely time to turn out, and when 
they turned out they unfortunately paraded in tbe light 
of their fires, This directed the Britiſh how, and where 
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welcome of numerous citizens, who, either from con. 


IH HISTORY OF THE 


to proceed, . They ruſhed in upon them, and put aboy 
300-to death in à filent manner by a free and exclufn 
uſe of the bayonet. The enterpriſe was conducted with 
ſo much addreſs, that the Toſs of the affailants did not ex. 
ceed eight. : 6 OA 
Congreſs, which after a ſhort reſidence at Baltimore 
had returned to Philadelphia, were obliged a ſecond time 
to conſult their fafety by flight. They retired at firſt t 
Lancaſter, and afterwards to Yorktown. 

The bulk of the Britiſh army being left in Germ 
Sir William Howe, with a ſmall part, made his triumphal 
entry into Philadelphia, and was received with the hearty 
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ſcience, cowardice, intereſt, or principle, had hitherto ſe- 
parated themſelves from the claſs of active whigs. 

The poſſeſſion of the largeſt city in the United States, 
together with the diſperſion of that grand countil which 
had heretofore conducted their public affairs, were reck. 
oned by the ſhort ſighted as deciſive of their fate. The 
ſubmiſſion of countries, after the conqueſt of their capital, 
had often been a thing of courſe, but in the great conteſt 
for the ſovereignty of the United States the queſtion did 
not reſt with a ruler, or a body- of rulers, nor was, it to 
be determined by the poſſeſſion or loſs of any particular 
place. It was the public mind, the ſentiments. and opi- 
nions of the yeomanry of the country which were to 
decide. Though Philadelphia. had become the reſidence of 
the Britiſh army, yet as long as the bulk of the people 
of the United States were oppoſed to their government, 
the country was unſubdued. Indeed it was preſumed by 
the more diſcerning politicians, that the luxuries of 3 
great city would fo far enervate the Britiſh troops 26 to 
indiſpoſe them for thoſe active exertions to which they 
were prompted, while inconveniently encamped in the 
Open country, 

To take off the impreſſion the Britiſh ſucceſſes might 
make in France to the prejudice of America, Doctor 
Franklin gave them an ingenious turn, by obſerving, 
« that inſtead, of ſaying Sir William Howe had taken 
Philadelphia, it would be more proper to ſay, Philadelphia 
had taken Sir William Howe.“ | 
One of the firſt objects of the Britiſh, after they had 
got poſſeſſion, was to ered batteries to command the river, 
and to protect the city from any inſult by water. The 
Britiſh ſhipping were prevented from aſcending * De- 
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the American veſſels in the river. e American frigate 

Delaware, of 32 guns, anchored within 500 s of the 

unfiniſhed batteries, and being ſeconded by ſome ſmaller 
veſſels, commenced a heavy cannonade upon the batte- 

nes and town, but upon the falling of the tide ſhe ran 

ground. Being brifkly fired upon from the town, while 

in this condition, ſhe was ſoon compelled to ſurrender. 

The other American veſſels, not able to reſiſt the fire 

from the batteries after loſing one of their number, re- 

tired. * 10 * 

General Waſhington, having been reinforced by 2500 

men from Peeks-kill and Virginia; and having been in- 

formed, that General Howe had detached -a conſiderable 

part of his force, for reducing the forts on the Dela- 

ware, Conceived a deſign of attacking the Britiſh poſt 

at Germantown. Their line of encampment croſſed 
the town' at right angles near its- centre. The left wing 
extended to the Schuylkill, and was covered in front by 
the mounted and diſmounted chaſfeurs. The Queen's 
American rangers and a battalion of light-infantry were 
in front of the right. The 4oth regiment with another 
battalion of light infantry. were on the Cheſnut- 
hill road, three quarters of a mile in advance. Lord 
Cornwallis lay at Philadelphia, with four battalions of 
grenadiers. A few of the general officers of the Ame- 
rican army, whoſe advice was requeſted on the occaſion 
unanimouſly recommended an attack; and it was agreed 


the greater confuſion, and to prevent the ſeveral parts 
of the | Britiſh forces, from affording ſupport to each 
other. From an apprehenſion, that the Americans from 
the want of diſcipline would not perſevere in a: long at- 
tack, it was reſolved that it ſhould be ſudden and vigo- 
rous, and if unſucceſsful to make an expeditious retreat. 
The. diviſions of Sullivan and Wayne flanked by Con- 
ways brigade, were to enter the town by way of Cheſ- 
nut-hill, while General Armſtrong with the Pennſylvania 
militia. ſhould fall down the Manatawny road, and gain 
the left and rear of the Britiſh. The diviſions of Greene 
and Stephen's flanked by M*Dougal's brigade were to 
enter by the lime kiln road, The militia of Maryland 
and Jerſey under Generals Smallwood and Furman, were 


to 
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that it ſhould be made in different places, to produce 


lere, by obſtructions hereafter to be deſcribed, which 197). 
were fixed near Mud-Ifland, Philadelphia, though poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Britiſh army, was expoſed to danger from 
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to march by the old York road, and to fall upon the 


ren of their right. 


Oct. 4. 


Lord Stirling with Naſhe's and Maxwell's brigade were 
to form a corps de reſerve. The Americans began their 
attack about ſunriſe on the 40th regiment, and a battz 
lion of light infantry. , Theſe two corps being obliged 
to retreat, were purſned into the village. On their retrex 
Lieutenant Colonel Muſgrove with fix companies took 
poſt in Mr, Chew's ſtrang ſtone houſe, which lay in front 
of the Americans, From an adherence to the military 
maxim of never leaving a fort poſſeſſed by an enemy in 
the rear, it was reſolved to attack the party in the houſe. 

In the mean time General Greene got up with his co. 
lumn and attacked the right wing. Colonel Matthews 
routed a party of the Britiſh oppoſed to him, killed fe 
veral, and took 110 priſoners, but from the darkneſs of 
the day loſt ſight of the brigade to which he belonged, 
and having ſeparated from it, was taken priſoner, with his 
whole regiment, and the priſoners which he bad. previ- 
ouſly taken, were releaſed, A number of the troops in 


(Greene's diviſion, were ſtopped by the halt of the party 


before Chew's houſe. Near one half of the American 
army remained for ſome time at that place inactive, In 
the mean time General Grey led on three baitalions of the 
third brigade, and attacked with vigour. A ſharp coo- 
teſt followed. Two Britiſh regiments attacked at the 
ſame time on the oppolite fide of the town... General 
Grant moved up the 49th regiment to the aid of thoſe 
who were engaged with Greene's column. 
The morning was extremely foggy.— This by conceal 
ing the true ſituation of the parties occaſioned miſtakes, 
and made ſo much caution neceſſary as to give the Britiſh 
time to recover from the effects of their firſt ſurprize. 
Fron\ theſe cauſes the early promiſing appearances on the 
part of the aſſailants were ſpeedily reverſed. The Ame- 


ricans left the place haſtily, and all efforts to rally them 


were ineffectual. Lord Cornwallis arrived with a patty 
of light horſe, and joined in the purſuit, This was con- 
tinued for ſome miles. —The loſs of the royal army, in- 
cluding. the wounded and - priſoners, was about Joe. 
Among their ſlain were Brigadier-General Agnew, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bird. The loſs of the Americans, 
including 400 priſoners, was about 1000. Among ther 
ſlain were General Naſh and his aid de camp Major Wi- 


therſpoon, | 
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Soon after this battle the Britiſh left. Germantown, 17. 
pd turned their, prigeipal attention towards opening a AN 
free communication-between their army and their ſhip- 


uch induſtry and ingenuity had been exerted for the 
ſecurity of Philadelphia on the water fide. Thirteen gal- 

les, two floating batteries, two zebeques, one brig, one 

ſhip, beſides a number of armed boats, fire ſhips and rafts, 

vere conſtructed or employed for this purpoſe. The f 
Americans had alſo built a fort on Mud-Ifland, to which 
they gave the name of Fort Mifflin, and erected thereon a 
conſiderable, battery. This iſland is admirably ſituated 
for the erection of works to annoy ſhipping on their way 
up the Delaware. It lies near the middle of the river, 
about 7 miles below Philadelphia. No veſſels of burden 
can. come up but by the main ſhip: channel, which 
paſſes cloſe to Mud-Ifland, and is very narrow for more 
than a mile below. Oppoſite to Fort Mifflin there is a 
height, called Red-Bank. This overlooks not only the 
river, but the neighbouring country. On this eminence, 

a reſpectable battery was erected. Between theſe two for- 
treſſes, which are half a mile diſtant; from each other, 
the American naval armament for the defence of 'the ri- 
ver Delaware, made their harbour of retreat, Two ranges 

of chevaux de friſe were alſo ſunk into the channel. Theſe 
conſiſted of large pieces of timber, ſtrongly framed together, 

in the manner — for making the foundation of wharfs 

in deep water. Several large points of bearded iron pro- 
jecting down the river were annexed to the 3 parts 
.of theſe chevaux de friſe, and the whole was ſunk with 
ſtones, - ſo as to be about four feet under the water at low - 
tide, Their prodigious weight and ſtrength could not 
fail to effect the deſtruction of any veſſel which came upon 
them. Thirty of theſe machines were ſunk about 300 
yards below fort Mifflin, ſo as to ſtretch in a diagonal 
ine acroſs the channel. The only open paſſage left was 
between two piers lying cloſe to the fort, and that was 
ſecured by a ſtrong boom, and could not be approached 
but in a direct line to the battery. Another fortification 
was erected on a high bank on the Jerſey ſhore, called 
Billngſport. And oppoſite to this, another range of che- 
mux de friſe was depoſited, leaving only a narrow and 
ſhoal channel on the one fide. There was alſo a tempo- 
raty battery of two heavy cannon, at the mouth of Man- 
ua Creek, about half way from Red-· bank * 
bits R er 
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The Britiſh were well apprized, that without the con. 
would be of no advantage. They' therefore ſtrained 


nerve, to open the navigation of that river,—to this tn 
Lord Howe had early taken the moſt effectual meaſures 
for conducting the fleet and tranfports- round from the 
Cheſapeak to the Delaware, and drew them up on the 
Pennfylvania ſhore, from Reedy-Iſland to New. Cuſtie. 
Early in October, a detaehment from the Britiſh 

croſſed the Delaware, with a view of diſlodging the 
Americans from Bill On their approach, the plact 
was evacuated. As the ſeaſon advanced, more vigorons 
meaſures for removing the obſtructions were concerted 
between the General and the Admiral. Batteries were 
erected on the Pennſytvania ſhore to affiſt in diſlodging 
the Americans from Mud-Ifland. At the ſame gie 
Count Donop with 2000 men, having eroſſed into New. 
Jerſey, oppoſite to ia, marched down on' the 
eaſtern fide of the Delaware, to attack the redoubt 2 
Red-Bank. This was defended by about 400 men under 
the command of 'Colonel Greene. The attack immedi 
ately commenced by a ſmart cannenade, under cover of 
which the Count advanced to the redoubt. This place 
was intended for a much larger garriſon than was then in 
it, It had therefore become neceffary to run a line in the 
middle thereof, and one part of it was evacuated, That 
part was eaſily carried by the aſſailants, on which they 
indulged in loud hnzzas for their ſuppoſed victory. The 
garriſon kept up a ſevere well directed fire on the affail- 
ants by which they were compelled to retire. They fut- 
fered not only in the aſſault, but in the approach to, and 
retreat from the fort. Their whole loſs in killed and 
wounded was about 400. Count Donop was mortally 
wounded and taken priſoner, Congreſs reſolved to pre- 
ſent Colonel Greene with a ſword for his good conduct 
on this occaſion. An attack made about the fame time 
on Fort Mifflin by men of war and frigates, was not more 
ſucceſsful than the aſſault on Red-Bank. The Auguſta 
man of war of 64 guns, and the Merlin, two of the vel- 
ſels which were engaged in it, got aground. The former 
was fired and blew up. The latter was evacuated. | 
. - Though the firſt attempts of the Britiſh, for opening 
the navigation of the Delaware, were unſucceſsful, they 
carried their point in another way that was unexpected. 


The chevaux de friſe having been funk fome * 
| | F 
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die time, the current of the water was diverted by by this great 1 
hulk into new chanbels.: In'conſequence thereof the paſ- EY 
ige between the! ifldrids and the Pe 2 woo 
as to admit veſſels of ſome conſiderable d 

of water. Through this paſſage, the Vigiſant, a large 
et down ſo as to draw but little water, mounted with 24 
made her way to a poſition! from which ſhe might 
aflde the works on Mud - iſland. —— work the Britiſh 
fc an advantage, that the ou was 0 r tenable 
Colonel Smith, ho had with gr warm es the 
ns: the —AUI4ä 2 No- 
jember, being wounded, was —— With 
in five days after his vn Major Thayer, who as a Oo 
lunteer had nobly offered — of this dangerous 
poſt, ' was obliged to evacuate lit.. 

This event did not take place till the works were entifely 
beat down every piece of cannon diſmounted, and one of 
de Britiſh ſnips ſo near that ſhe threw! grmadocs into the 
fort,- and killed the men uncovered in the plat- form. The 
troops who had ſo bravely defended Fort · Mifflin, made a 
ar retreat to Red · Bank. Congreſs voted ſwords to be 
given to Lieutenant / Colonel Smith and Commodore Hale 
wood, for their gallant defence of the Delaware. Within 
three days after Mud - Iſland was © evacuated, the garriſon 
was alſo withdrawn from Red-Bank, on the — of 
Lord Cornwallis, at the head of a large force' prepared to 
fault it. Some of the American gallies and armed veſſels 
eſcaped by keeping cloſe: in with the. Jerſey:ſhore, to places 
of ſecurity — — but t / of them were aban- 
doned by their crews, and fired. Thus the Britiſh gained. 
a free communication. between their army and 1 
This event was to them very deſirable. They had been pre- 
nouſly obliged to draw their proviſions from Cheſter, 2 d- 
tance of — 4 miles, at ſome riſque, aua certain great 
erpence. The long protracted defence of the — 
G&ranged the plans of the Britiſh, for the' remainder of 
campaign, and conſequently ſaved the adjacent country. 

About this time the chair of Congreſs became vacant, by 
the departure of Mr. Hancock, aſter he had diſcharged: the 
duties of that office to great ſatisfaction, two years and five 
months. Henry Laurens, of South-Curclina, was unadti- Nov. 1. 
woully elected fie ſuccefſor. He had been in England for 
dme years, antecedent to the hoſtile determinations of par- 
Vor. II. 2 — " liament 
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1777. liament againſt the colonies, but finding the diſpute growing 
WS, ſerious, he conceived that honour. and duty called him to 


take part with his native country. He had been 
ſolicited to ſtay in England, and offers were made him not 
only to ſecure, but to double his American eſtate, in caſe of 
is continuing to reſide there, — but theſe were refuſed, | To 
a particular friend in London, difluading him from coming 
out to America, he replied on the gth of November 1174, 
when at Falmouth, on the point of embarking, © I ſhall 
never forget your friendly attention to my intereſt, but 
dare not return. Your miniſters are deaf to informati. 
on, and ſeem bent on provoking unneceſſary conteſt, ] 
<«. think I have acted the part of a faithful ſubject, I now 
* 90 reſolved ſtill to labour for peace; at the ſame time 
« determined in the laſt event to ſtand or fall with my 
6/.country."*- 2110 e 365 if d 
Immediately on his arrival in Charleſtown, he was eleQ- 
ed a member, and ſoon after the preſident of the provincial 
congreſs, - the preſident of the council of ſafety - the vice- 
preſident of the ſtate—and a member of Congreſs. 

While Sir William Howe was ſucceeding in every enter- 
prize in Pennſylvania intelligence arrived, as ſhall be te- 
lated in the next chapter, that General Burgoyne and his 
whole army had ſurrendered priſoners of war to the Ame- 
ricans. f Ir *. 

General Waſhington ſoon after received a conſiderible 
reinforcement from the northern army, which had accom- 
pliſhed this great event. With this increaſed force he took 
a poſition at and near Whitemarſh. The royal army having 
ſucceeded in removing the obſtructions in the river Dela- 
ware, were ready for new enterprizes. Sir William Howe, 
marched out of Philadelphia with almoſt his whole force, 
expecting to bring on a general engagement. The next 
morning he appeared on Cheſnut-hill in front of, and about 
three miles diſtant from the right wing of the Americans. 
On the day following the Britiſh changed their ground, and 
moved to the right. Two days after they moved till far- 
ther to the right, and made every appearance of an intention 
to attack the American encampment, Some {ſkirmiſhes 
took place, and a general action was hourly expected: but 


inſtead thereof on the morning of the next day, after vari- 
ous marches and countermarches, the Britiſh filed off from 


their right, by two or three different routes, in full march 
for Philadelphia. Wh * 
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. The, poſition of General W — 47 in a military point 


uges of it, that the mancuvres of Sit William Howe for 
lame. days, could nt allure, him from it. In conſequence 
of the reinforcement lately received, he had not in any pre- 
ceding period of the campaign been in an equal condition 
hr a general engagement. ough he ardently wiſhed to 
de attacked, yet he would not relinquiſh a poſition, from 
vbich he hoped for reparation for the adverſities of the cam- 
ain. He could not believe that General Howe with a 
torious army, and that lately reinforced with four thou- 
ind men from New-York, ſhould come out of Philadel- 
phia. only to return thither again. He therefore preſumed 
that to avoid the diſgrace of ſuch a movement, the Britiſh 
commander would, Ra ſenſe of military honour, be com- 
pelled to attack him though under great diſadvantages. 
pen he found him cautious of engaging and inclining to 
his left, a daring deſign was formed which would have been 
executed, had the Britiſh either coatinued in their poſition, 
or moved a little farther to the left of the American army. 
This was to have attempted in the night to ſurpriſe Phila. 
(elphia. . The neceſſary preparations for this purpoſe were 
made, but the retreat of the Britiſh prevented its execution. 
Soon after theſe events General Smallwood with a conſide- 
able force, was poſted at Wilmington on the banks of the 
Delaware, and General Waſhington, with the main army 
retired to winter-quarters at Valley Forge, 16 miles diſtant 
from Philadelphia, This poſition was preferred to diftant 
and more comfortable villages, as being calculated to give 
the moſt extenſive ſecurity to the country adjacent to Phila- 
delphia., The American army might have been. tracked, 
by the blood of their feet, in marching without ſhoes. 0 
ſtockings over the hard frozen ground, between White- 
marſh and Valley-Forge. Some hundreds of them were 
without blankets, Under theſe circumſtances they had 10 
it down in a wood, in the latter end of December, and to 
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curing winter quarters, if not entirely novel, has been 
nrely if ever practiſed in modern war. The cheerfulne 
mh which the General and his army ſubmitted to ſpend, ; 
. dere winter, in ſuch circumſtances, rather than leave th 
n Wy <Uuntry expoſed, by retiring farther, demonſtrated as well 
h their patriotiſm as their fixed reſolution to ſuffer every in- 
fopyenience, in preference to ſubmifflon. Thus ended the 
wh LID! 2113-0; ay 2 MITE 6 campaign 
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of view was admixable. He was fo ſenſible of the adyan- rv 


duld huts for their accommodation. This mode of pra- 
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July 9. 


THE HIS ORT OF THE 
7. Though Sir William How's army 
been crowned Ack the molt brillian ſucceſs, N 
two conſiderable victories, and been equally triumphant in 


many ſmaller Actions, yet the whole amdunt of this tidæ of 


zood fortune was no more than à good winter lodging for 
fie troops in Philadelphia, whilſt che ten under his*com. 
mand poſſeſſed no more of the adjacent country than what 
they immediately commanded with their arms. The Con- 
rrels, it is true, was compelled to leave the firſt ſeat of theit 
Teliberations, and the greateſt city, in the United States 
changed a number of its whig inhabitants for a numerous 
royal army; but it is as true that the minds of the Ameri. 
cans were, if poſſible, more hoſtile to the claims of Great- 
Britain than ever, and their army had gained as much by 
diſcipline and experience, as compenſated for its diminution 
by Whats... = 1 FS 
The events of this campaign were adverſe to the ſangvine 
hopes which had been entertained of a ſpeedy conqueſt of 
the revolted colonies. Repeated proofs had been given, 
that, though general Waſhington was very forward to en- 
gage when he thought it to his advantage, yet it was im- 
poffible for the royal commander to bring him to action 
againſt his conſent. By this mode of conducting the de- 
fence of the new formed ſtates, two campaigns Had been 
waſted away, and the work which was originally allotted for 
one, was ſtill unfiniſhed, „ ny 
An account of ſome miſcellaneous tranſactions will tloſe 
this chapter, Lieutenant-Colonel Barton, of a militia re- 
Faber of the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, accompanied by about 
orty volunteers, paſſed by night from Warwick-neck to 
Rhode-Iſland, and ſurpriſed General Preſcot in his quarters, 
and brought him and one of his aides ſafe off to the conti- 
nent, Though they had a paſſage of ten miles by water, 
they eluded the ſhips of war and guard boats, which lay all 
round the iſland, The enterprize was conducted with fo 
much ſilence 400 addreſs, that there was no alarm among 
the Britiſh ull the Colonel and his party had nearly reached 
the continent with their prize. Congreſs ſoon after reſoly- 
-d, that an elegant ſword ſhould be preſented to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Barton, as a teſtimonial of their ſenſe of his gallant 
behaviour. , Pt ys eee 
It has already been mentioned, that Congrels in the lat 
ter end of November 1775, authorĩſed the capture of veſſels, 
laden with ſtores or reinforcements for. their enemies. - 
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AMERICAN - REVOLUTION. 
de 13d of March 1776, they extended this permiffion ſo 
far 33 to autſloriſe ut ra As to fit out bod veſſels 
w cruiſe on the enemies of the united colonies. The Ame- 
ricans henceforth devoted themſelves to privateering, and 
were ſucceſsful. In the courſe of the year they made 
many valuable captures, particularly of homeward bound 
Weſt-India men. The particulars cannot be enumerated, 
but good judges have calculated, that within nine months 
den authoriſed privateering, the Britiſh loſs in 
captures, excluſive of tranſports and government "ſtore 
ſhips, exceeded a million — They found no diffi- 
culty in ſelling their prizes. The ports of France were 
open to them, both in Lordps and in the Weſt-Indies. In 
the latter they were fold without any diſguiſe, but in the 
former a greater regard was paid to appearances. Open 
fales were not permitted in the harbours of France at parti- 
cular times, but even then they were made at the entrance 
or offing. ta" 

In the French Weſt-India iſlands the inhabitants not on 
purchaſed prizes, brought in by American cruiſers, but fit- 
ted out privateers under American colours and commiſſi- 
ons, and made captures of Britiſh veſſels, William Bing- 
dam, of Philadelphia, was ſtationed as the agent of Con- 
greſs, at Martinico, and he took an early and active part in 
uming privateers in St. Pierre, to annoy and cruiſe againſt 
Britiſh property. The favourable diſpoſition of the inha- 
bitants furniſhed him with an opportunity, which he ſucceſs- 
fully improved, not only to diſtreſs the Britiſh commerce, 
but to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord between the French and 
Engliſh. The American privateers alſo found counte- 
nance in ſome of the ports of Spain, but not ſo readily nor 
© univerſally as in thoſe of France, The Britiſh took ma- 
ny of the American veſſels, but they were often of inferior 
value. Such of them as were laden with proviſions, proved 
a ſeaſonable relief to their Weſt-India iſlands, which other- 
wie would have ſuffered from the want of thoſe ſupplies 
which before the war had been uſually procured from the 
neighbouring continent. | 

he American privateers in the year 1777, increaſed in 

numbers and boldneſs. They inſulted the coaſts of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, in a manner that had never before been 
aMempted. Such was their ſpirit of adventure, that it be- 
came neceſſary to appoint a convoy for the protection of 
tie linen ſhips from Dublin and Newry. The general 
in privateer, after making repeated captures, arrived 
at 
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at Breſt, and ſaluted the French admiral. , This was * 
ed in form as to the veſſel of an independent power. Lord 
Stormont, the Britiſh ambaſſador, at the court of Verſai 
irritated at the countenance given to the Americans, threat- 
ened to return immediately to London, unleſs ſatisfaction 
was given, and different meaſures were adopted by France. 
An order was iſſued in conſequence of his application, re- 

uiring all American veſſels to leave the ports of His Moſt 

hriſtian Majeſty, but though the order was poſitive, {6 
many evaſions were praCtiſed, and the execution of it was 
ſo relaxed, that it produced no permanent diſcouragement 
of the beneficial intercourſe. _ | | 


1 g H 4 F. XV. 


The Northern Campaign of 1777- 


pi: | | | 
O effect a free communication between New-York 

and Canada, and to maintain the navigation of the 
intermediate lakes, was a principal object with the Britiſh, 
for the campaign of 1777. The Americans preſuming on 
this, had been early attentive to their ſecurity, in that quar- 
ter. They had reſolved to conſtruct a fort on Mount-In- 
dependence, which is an eminence- adjoining the ſtrait on 
which Ticonderoga ſtands, and nearly oppoſite to that for- 
treſs. They had alfo reſolved to obſtruct the navigation of 
the ſtrait by caſſoons, to be ſunk in the water, and joined 
ſo as to ſerve at the ſame time for a bridge between the for- 
tifications on the eaſt and weſt fide of it ;—and that to pre- 
vent the Britiſh from drawing their ſmall craft over land 
into lake George, the paſſage of that lake ſhould be ob- 
ſtructed, — that F ort- Schuyler, the ſame which had formerly 
been called Fort-Stanwix, ſhould be ſtrengthened, and other 
fortifications erected near the Mohawk-river.—Requiſitions 
were made by the commanding officer in the department for 
13,600 men, as neceſſary for the ſecurity of this - diſtrict, 
— The adjacent ſtates were urged to fill up their recruits, 
and in all reſpects to be in readineſs for an active campaign. 
The Britiſh miniſtry were very ſanguine in their hopes, 
from the conſequences of forming a line of communication 
between New-York and Canada. They conſidered the 
New-England people to be the ſoul of the confederacy, and 
, | | promiſed 
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promiſed themſelves much by ſevering them from all free 
communication with the neighbouring ſtates. They hoped, 
when this was accompliſhed, to be able to ſurround them 
ſo effectually with fleets and armies, and Indian allies, as 
to compel their ſubmiſſion. Animated with theſe expecta- 
tions they left nothing undone, which bid fair for enſuring 
the ſucceſs of the plans they had formed for this purpoſe. 
The regular troops, Britiſh and German, allotted tg this 
ſervice, were upwards of 7000. As artillery is conſidered 
to be particularly uſeful in an American war, where nume- 
tous inhabitants are to be driven out of woods and faſt- 
neſſes, this part of the ſervice was particularly attended to. 
The braſs train that was ſent out, was perhaps the fineſt, 
and the moſt excellently ſupplied, both as to officers and 
men, that had ever been allotted to ſecond the operations of 
an equal force. In addition to the regulars, it was ſuppoſed 
that the Canadians and the loyaliſts, in the neighbouring 
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ſtates, would add large reinforcements, well calculated for 


the peculiar nature of the ſervice. Arms and accoutre- 
ments were accordingly provided to ſupply them. Several 
nations of ſavages had alſo been induced to take up the 
hatchet, as allies to his Britannic Majeſty. Not only the 
humanity, but the policy of employing them, was queſti- 
oned in Great-Britain. The oppoſers of it contended that 
Indians were capricious, inconſtant and intractable, their 
rapacity inſatiate, and their actions cruel and barbarous. 
At the ſame time their ſervices were repreſented to be uncer- 
ain, and that no dependence could be placed on their moſt 
ſolemn engagements. On the other hand, the zeal of Bri- 
tin miniſters for reducing the revolted colonies, was fo vi- 
olent as to make them, in their exceſſive wrath, forget that 
their adverſaries were men. They contended, that in their 
circumſtances every appearance of lenity, by inciting to 
Gſobedience, and thereby increaſing the obiedts of puniſh- 
ment, was eventual cruelty. In their opinion partial ſeve- 
rity was general mercy, and the only method of ſpeddily 
cruſhing the rebellion, was to envelope its abettors in ſuch 
complicated diftreſs, as by rendering their fituation intole- 
nble, would make them willing to accept the proffered 
dleſſings of peace and —_— The ſentiments of thoſe 
who were for employing Indians againſt the Americans, 
led. Preſents were liberally diſtributed among them. 
nduced by theſe, and alſo by their innate thirſt for war and 
plunder, they poured forth their warriors in ſuch renin 
| 8 ce, 
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1777. dance, that their numbers threatened to be an incum. 
— bbrance. oy HY FL Icy | 
The vaſt force deſtined for this ſervice was put under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, an officer 
whoſe abilities were well known, and whoſe ſpirit of enter. 
prize and thirſt for military fame could not be exceeded, 
33 ſupported by Major-General Philips of the arti, 
lery, who had eſtabliſhed a ſolid reputation by his good con- 
duct during the late war in Germany, and by Major-Ge. 
neral Reideſel, and Brigadier-General Speecht of the Ger. 
man troops, together with the Britiſh Generals Frazer, 
Powell and Hamilton, all officers of diſtinguiſhed merit. 
The Britiſh had alſo undiſputed poſſeſſion of the navige- 
tion of Lake-Champlain, Their marine force thereon, 
with which in the preceding campaign they had deſtroyed 
the American ſhipping on the lakes, was not only entire, 
but unoppoſed. | 
A conſiderable. force was left in Canada for its internal 
ſecurity, and Sir Guy Carleton's military command was re- 
ſtricted to the limits of that province. Though the Britiſh 
miniſtry attributed the preſervation of Canada to his abili- 
ties in 1775 and 1776, yet by their arrangements for the 
year 1777, he was only called upon to act a ſecondary part, 
in ſubſerviency, to the grand expedition committed to Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, His behaviour on this occaſion, was con- 
tormable to the greatneſs of his mind. Inſtead of thwarting 
or retarding a ſervice which was virtually taken out of his 
hangs, he applied himſelf to ſupport and forward it in all its 
parts, with the ſame diligence as if the arrangement had 
been entirely his own, and committed to himſelf for exe- 
Cution. G | od 
The plan of the Britiſh for their projected irruption into 
the north-weſtern frontier of New-York, conſiſted of two T 
parts. General Burgoyne with the main body, was to ad- th 
vance by the way of Lake-Champlain, with poſitive or- p 
ders, as has been ſaid, to force his way to Albany, or at l 
leaſt ſo far as to effect a junction with the royal army from k 
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New-York. A detachment was to aſcend the river St. I 

Lawrence, as far as Lake Ontario, and from that quarter v 

to penetrate towards Albany, by the way of the Mohawk- l 

river. This was put under the command of Lieutenant- 

- Colonel St. Leger, and conſiſted of about 200 Britiſh y 

> troops, a regiment of New-York loyaliſts raiſed and com- | 


manded by Sir John Johnſon, and a large body of ſavages. 
4 Lieutenant-General Burgoyne arrived in Quebec on r 
- / 
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6 of May, and exerted all diligence to proſeeute in due 1777. 

time the objects of the expedition. He proceeded up Lake 

Champlain and landed near Crown- Point. At this place June 20. 

he met the Indians —gave them a war feaſt, and made a 21. 

ſpeech to them. This was well calculated to excite them 

to take part with the royal army, but at the ſame time to 

repreſs their bar barity. He pointedly forbad them to ſhed 

blood when not oppoſed in arms, and commanded that 

zged men, women, children, and priſoners, ſhould be held 

acred from the knife and the hatchet, even in the heat of 

dual conflict. A reward was promiſed for priſoners, and 

2 ſevere enquiry threatened for ſcalps, though permiſſion 

vas granted to take them from thoſe who were previouſly 

killed in fair oppoſition, Theſe reſtrictions were not ſufh- 

cient, as will appear in the ſequel, to reſtrain their barba- 

rities. The Indians having decidedly taken part with the 

Britiſh army, general Burgoyne iſſued a proclamation, cal - 

culated to ſpread terror among the inhabitants. The num - 

bers of his Indian aſſociates were magnified, and their ea- 

gerneſs to be let looſe to their prey ibed in high ſound- 

ing words, The force of the Britiſh armies and fleets pre- 

pared to cruſh- every part of the revolted colonies, was alſo 

diplayed in pompous language. Encouragement and employ- 

ment were promiſed to thoſe who ſhould aſſiſt in the re- eſ- 

abliſhment of legal government, and ſecurity held out to 

the peaceable and induſtrious, who continued in their habi- : 

tations, All the calamities of war arrayed in their moſt $ | 

terrific forms, were denounced againſt thoſe who ſhould 

perſevere in a military oppolition to the royal forces, * June 30. 
General Burgoyne advanced with his army in a few days 

to Crown-Point. At this place he iſſued orders of which 

the following words are a part: The army embarks to- 

morrow to approach the enemy. The ſervices required on 

this expedition are. critical and conſpicuous. During our 

progreſs occaſions may occur, in which, nor difficulty, nor 

labour, nor life, are to be regarded. This army muſt not _ - 

retreat.” From Crown-Point the royal army proceeded to 

inveſt Ticonderoga. On their approach to it, they ad- 

Yanced with equal caution and order on both fides of the 

lake, while their naval force kept in its centre. Within a. 

few days they bad ſurrounded three-fourths of the American 

works at Ticonderoga and Mount-Independence, and had 

ao advanced a work on Sugar-Hill which commands both, 

b far towards completion, that in 24 hours it would "wy 2 5 
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1777. been ready to open. In theſe circumſtances General $;, ll | 
Clair the commanding officer, reſolved to evacuate the pot Will rot 
at all eyents ; but —.— it prudent to take the ſenti. Wl of i 
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ments of the general officers, he called a council of war on Wl not 
the occaſion. It was repreſented to this council, that their Wl wit 
whole numbers were not ſufficient to man one half of the tan 
works, and that as the whole muſt be on conſtant duty, it n 
would be impoflible for them to ſuſtain the _— fatigue in 
for any length of time, and that as the place would be com. 

pletely inveſted on all fides within a 17 nothing but an 

immediate evacuation of the poſts could ſave their troops, 
The fituation of General St. Clair was eminently embar. 
_— Such was the confidence of the fates in the fan- 
cied ſtrength of this poſt, and of the ſuppoſed ſuperiority 
of force for its defence, that to retreat without riſquing an 
action could not fail of drawing on him the execration of 
the multitude. To ſtand ſtill, and by ſuffering himſelf to 
be ſurrounded to riſque his whole army for a ſingle poſt, 
was contrary to the true intereſt of the ſtates. In this try- 
ing ſituation, with the unanimous approbation of a council 
of his general officers, he adopted the heroic reſolution of 
ſacrificing perſonal reputation to ſave his army. 

The pda of confident appearances by the garriſon, 
had induced their adverſaries to proceed with great caution, 
While from this cauſe they were awed into reſpect, the en- 
cuation was completed with fo much ſecrecy and expedition, 
that a conſiderable part of the public ftores was ſaved, and 
the whole would have been embarked, had not a violent 

ale of wind which ſprung up in the night, prevented the 
ts from reaching their ſtation. 

The works abandoned, by the Americans, were as fol- 
low : The old French lines conſtructed in the late war be- 
tween France and England, which looked towards general 
Burgoyne's encampment had been repaired the year before, 
and were in good order: About the center was a battery of 
fix guns. "Theſe occupied about two-thirds of the high 
ground from the ſtrait to the old fort. The remaining third 
was open, but ſome fleches were thrown up for its ſecurity. 
The old fort was in ruins, but ſome guns were mounted on 
one of its ravelins, that looked towards the lake. There 
was alſo a battery of four guns in the French lines, which 
had the ſame aſpect. On the point above the bridge vas 4 
battery of four guns, and on Mount-Independence — 
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om the battery, and was formed of piquets. The defence 
of it nicht hive ee four 2 men, but it could 
not have reſiſted a ſix pounder. There were no barracks 
within it, nor a drop of water, but at a conſiderable diſ- 
ance, From the battery at the point, a line of entrench- 
ment ran round the mount, upwards of a mile and a half 
in length. There had been a ſtrong abbatis in front of this 
lige the year before, but it hac been conſumed by fire, as 
was alſo that in front of the French lines. "Towards the 
aft of the mount was a block-houſe. Another was on the 
Ticonderoga ſide. New works were begun on the mount, 
but there was neither time nor ſtrength of hands to com- 
plete them. . A great deal of timber had been felled between 
the eaſt creek and the foot of the mount, to retard the ap- 
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were abandoned, for want of men to occupy them. 'Theſe 
works, together with 93 pieces of ordnance, and a large 
collection of proviſions, fell into the hands of the Britiſh. 
This evacuation of Ticonder 
vere ſcrutiny. Congreſs recalled their general officers in 
the northern department, and ordered an inquiry into their 
conduct. They ' alſo nominated two gentlemen of emi- 
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that enquiry, and appointed a committee. of their own body 
o collect evidence in ſupport of the charges, which were 
on this occaſion brought againſt them. General St. Clair, 
from the neceſſity of the caſe, ſubmitted to this innovation 
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the army proteſted againſt its being drawn into precedent. 
Charges of no leſs magnitude than cowardice, incapacity 
and treachery, were brought forward in court againſt him, 
and believed by many. The public mind, fore with the loſs 
of Ticonderoga, and apprehenſive of general diſtrefs, ſought 
to eaſe itſelf by throwing blame on the general. When the 
tuation of the army permitted an enquiry into his con- 
duct, he was honourably acquitted. In the courſe of his 
trial it was made to appear, that though 13,600:men had 
been early called for as neceſſary to defend the northern 
poſts, yet on the approach of General Burgoyne, the whole 
force collected to oppoſe him was only 2546 continentals, 
and 900 militia badly equipped, and worſe armed. From 
the inſufficiency of their numbers, they could not poſſeſs 

| | themſelves 
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proaches of the Britiſh. All the redoubts on the low ground - 


nence in the law to aſſiſt the judge advocate in proſecuting 
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themſelves of Sugar-hill, nor of Mount-Hope, though the 
former commanded the works both of "I iconderoga and 
Mount-Independence, and the latter was of great impor. 
tance for ſecuring the communication with Lake N 
and had been fortified the year before with that view. To 
the queſtion which had been repeatedly aſked, why wa 
the evacuation, if really neceſſary, delayed, till the Ame. 
ricans were fo nearly ſurrounded, as to occaſion the loſs of 
ſuch valuable ftores ? It was anſwered; that © from vari- 
ous circumſtances it was impoſſible for General St. Clair 
to get early information of the numbers oppoſed to him, 
They made no debarkation till they came to Gilliland's. 
creek, which is about 40 miles tothe northward of Ticon- 
deroga, and from this they ſpeedily reimbarked. The ſa- 
vages which they kept in front, deterred ſmall reconnoit- 
ring parties from approaching ſo near as to make any diſco- 
veries of their numbers. Large parties from the nature of 
the ground, could not have been ſupported without riſquing 
a general action, and from the combined operation of theſe 
circumſtances, the numbers of the approaching royal army 
were effectually concealed from the garriſon, till the van of 
their force appeared in full view before it.“ The retreating 
army embarked as much of their baggage and ſtores 2 
they had any proſpect of ſaving on board batteaux, and di- 
8 them under convoy of five armed gallies to Skeneſ- 

orough. Their main body took its route towards the 
fame « by way of Caftleton. The Britiſh were no ſooner 
apprized of the retreat of the Americans than they purſued 
them. General Frazer, at the head of the light troops, ad- 
vanced on their main body. Major General Reideſel was 
alſo ordered with the greater part of the Brunſwic troops, 
to march in the ſame direction. General Burgoyne in pet- 
ſon conducted the purſuit by water. The obſtructions to 
the navigation, not having been completed, were ſoon cut 
through. The two frigates—the Royal George and the 
Inflexible, together with the gun boats, having effected 
their paſſage, purſued with ſo much rapidity, that in the 
courſe of a day the gun boats came up with and attacked 
the American gallies near Skeneſborough falls. On the 
approach of the frigates all oppoſition ceaſed. Two of the 
gallies were taken and three blown up. The Americans 
ſet fire to their works, mills and batteaux. They were 


now left in the woods, deſtitute of proviſions. In this wt 
| om 
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on ſituation they made their eſcape up Wood-creek to fort 

Ame. Brigadier Frazer purſued the retreating Americans 

came up with, and attacked their rear guard, at Hubbord- 

ton, In the courſe of the engagement he was joined by the 

German troops, commanded by General Reideſel. The 

Americans commanded by Colonel Warner, made a gallant 

reſiſtance, but after ſuſtaining conſiderable loſs, were obliged 

to give way. Lieutenant Colonel Hall, with the ninth Bri- 

fiſh regiment, was detached from Skeneſborough by Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, to take poſt near fort Anne. An engage- 

ment enſued between this regiment and a few Americans, 

but the latter, after a conflict of two hours, fired the fort, 

and retreated to fort Edward. The deſtruction of the gal- 

les and batteaux of the Americans at Skeneſborough, and 

the defeat of theirtrear, obliged General St. Clair, in order 
to avoid being between two fires, to change the route of 
his main body, and to turn off from Caftleton to the left. 
After a fatiguing and diſtrefling march of feven days, he 
joined General Schuyler at fort Edward. Their combined 
— inclufive of the militia; not exceeding in the whole 
4400 men, were not long after on the approach of General 
Burgoyne, compelled to retire farther into the ere bor- 
dering . vent was the * torrent * ceſs, 
which in this 0 campaign ſwept away all oppo- 
ſition fromm barns the royal "Phe Armas and men 
were highly elated with their good fortune. They conſider- 
ed their to to be nearly at anend; Albany to be within their 
eraſp, and the conqueſt of the adjacent provinces reduced 
to a certa oh In Great-Britain intelligence of the pro- 


greſs of Bufgoyne diffuſed a general joy. As to the Ame- 
cans, the loſs" of reputation which they ſuſtained in the 
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opinion of their European admirers, was greater than their 


loſs of poſts, artillery and troops. They were ftigmatiſed 
3 wanting the reſolution and abilities of men in the defence 
of their deareft rights. Their unqualified ſubjugation, or 
unconditional. ſubmiffion was conſidered | as being near at 
band. An opinion was diffuſed, that the war in effect was 
over, or that” the farther reſiſtance of the colonifts would 
ſerve only to make the terms of their ſubmiffion more hu- 
niliating. The terror which the loſs of Ticonder6ga ſpread 
throughout the New-England ſtates was great, but never- 
thelels no diſpoſition to purchaſe ſafety by fubmiffion appear- 
edit any quarter. They did not fink under the apprehen- 


tons of danger, but acted with vigour and firmneſs. — 
| T 


77. royal army,. after theſe. ſucceſſes, continued for ſome 
> in Skeneſborough waiting for their tents, baggage and pro- 
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viſion,” In the mean time General Burgoyne put forth ; 
proclamation, in which he called on the inhabitants of the 
adjacent towns to ſend a deputation of ten or more 
from their reſpecti ve townſhips, to meet Colonel Skene x 
Caſtleton, on the 15th, of July. The troops were at the 
ſame time buſily employed in opening a road,. and clearing 
a creek, to favour their advance, and to open a pallage 

the conyeyance of their ſtores. A party of the royal army 
which had been left behind .at T ende was equally 
induſtrious in carrying gun boats, proviſion, veſſels, and 
batteaux over land, into lake George. An immenſity of 
labour in every quarter was neceſſary, but animated as they 
were with paſt ſucceſſes and future hopes, they diſregarde 


toil and danger. | 
From Skeneſhorough General Burgoyne directed bis 
courſe acroſs the country to Fort-Edward, on Hudfon's- 
River. Though the diſtance in a right line from one to 
the other is but a few miles, yet ſuch is the impracticable 
nature of the country, and ſuch were the artificial difficul. 
ties thrown in his way, that nearly as many days were con- 
ſumed as the diſtance paſſed over in a direct line would have 
meaſured in miles. The Americans under the direction of 
General Schuyler, had cut large trees on both ſides of the 
road, ſo as to fall acroſs with their branches interwoven, 
The face of the country was likewiſe ſo broken with creeks 
and marſhes, that they had no leſs than forty bridges to con- 
ſtruct, one of which was a log-work over a morals, tuo 
miles in extent. This difficult march might have been 
avoided, had General Burgoyne fallen back from Skeneſ- 
borough to Ticonderoga,. and thence proceeded by Lake- 
George, but he declined this route, from an apprehenſion 
that a retrograde motion. on his part would abate the panic 
of the enemy. He had alſo a ſuſpicion that ſome delay might 
be occaſioned by the American garriſon at Fort-George, a 
in caſe of his taking that route, they might ſafely continue 
to reſiſt to the laſt Raps having open in their rear 2 
place of retreat. On the other band it was preſumed, that 
as ſoon as they knew that the royal army was marching in a 
direction which was likely to cut off their retreat, they 
would conſult their ſafety by a ſeaſonable e In 
| | tion 
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dition to-theſe 'reaſons he had the advice and perſuaſion of 


Colonel Sene. That gentleman had been recommended 
to him as a perſon proper to be conſulted· His land was 
© ſituated / that the ↄpening of a road between Fort Ed- 
ward and Skeneſborough would greatly. enhance its value. 
This circumſtance might have made him more urgent in 
his eommendations of that route, eſpecially as being the 
thorteſt, it bid fair for uniting the royal intereſt with pri- 
rate convenience.. The opinion formed by General Bur- 
goyne of the effect of his direct movement from Skeneſbo- 
rough to Fort-Edward on the American garriſon, was ve- 
rifed by the event; for being apprehenſive of having their 
retreat cut off, they abandoned their fort and burnt their 
veſſels. The navigation of Lake George being thereby 
leſt free, proviſions and ammunition were brought forward 
from Fort-George to the firſt navigable parts of Hudſon's- 
River. This is a diſtance of 15 miles, and the roads of 
difficult paſſage. The intricate combination of land and 
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water carriage, together with the inſufficient means of tranſ- 


portation, and exceſſive rains, cauſed ſuch delays, that at the 
end of fifteen days there were not more than four days pro- 
viion brought forward, nor above ten batteaux in the ri- 
ver. The difficulties of this conve as well as of the 
march through the wilderneſs from ough to Fort- 
Edward, were encountered and overcome by the royal ar- 
my, with a ſpirit and alacrity which could not be exceeded. 
At length, after. incredible fatigue and labour, General 
Burgoyne, and the army under his command reached Fort- 
Edward, on Hudſon's-River. Their exultation on accom- 
pliſhing, what for a long time had been the object of their 
hopes, was unuſually great. VEN 
While the Britiſh were retarded in their advance by the 
combined difficulties of nature and art, events took place, 
rhich proved the wiſdom and propriety of the retreat from 
Ticonderoga. The army ſaved b t means, was be- 


July 30. 


tween the inhabitants and General Burgoyne. This abated | 


the panic of the people, and became a center of rendezvous 
for them to repair to. On the other hand, had they ſtood 
heir ground at Ticonderoga, they muſt in the ordinary 
courſe of events, in a ſhort time, either have been cut to 


pieces, or ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war. In ei- 


ther caſe, as General St. Clair repreſented in his elegant 
Gfence : 6 Fear and diſmay would have ſeized on the in- 
tabitants from the falſe opinion that had been formed of the 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength. of theſe poſts, wririging grief and moping 

choly, would 3 hrs we Jraem 
deareſt connexions were in that army, and-a:lawleſs hoſt d 
rufflans, ſet looſe from evety ſocial prinviple; would hay 
roamed at large through the defencedleſs> country, whit 
banda»of::ſavages would have carried chavock;  devaſtaticy 
aud -terror before them. Great part of: the ſtate of Ney. 
Vork muſt have ſubmitted to the conqueror, and in it he 
would have: found the means to proſecute his ſucceſs. Hy 
would have been able effectually to have co- operated with 
General Howe, and would probably ſoori have been inthe 
fame country with him. That country uhere the illuftri. 
ous Waſhington, with an inferior force mad ſo glorious a 
ſtand, but who muſt have baden obliged to retire, if both 
parties had come upon him at once or he might have been 
forced to a general and deciſive action in unfavourable cir. 
cumſtances, whereby the hopes, the now well founded 
hopes of America of liberty, peace and ſafety might have 
been cut off for ever. Such, it was apprehended, would 
have been the conſequences, if the American northern . 
my had not retreated from their poſts at Ticonderoga. From 
the adoption of that meaſure very different events took 
place. In a few days after the evacuation, General Schu- 
ler iſſued a proclamation, calling to the minds of the in- 
bitants the late barbarities and deſolations of the royal a. 
my in Jerſey - warning them that hey would che dealt with 
as traitors, if they joined the Britiſh; and requiring then 
with their arms to repair to the American ſtandard. Nu- 
merous parties were alſo employed in bringing off public 
ſtores, and in felling trees, and throwing obſtructiom in 
the way of the advancing royal army. At firft an univer- 
ſal panic intimidated the inhabitants, but they ſoon recover- 
ed. The laws of ſelf-preſervation operated in their full 
force, and diffuſed a general activity through the adjacent 
ftates. The formalities of convening, dràughting and of - 
cering the militia, were in many ——— diſpenſed with. 
Hundreds-ſeized their firelocks, and marched on the gene- 
ral call, without waiting for the orders of their immediate 
commanders. The inhabitants had no means of ſecurity; 
but to abandon their habitations, and take up arms. Every 
individual ſa the neceſſity of becoming a temporary ſoldier. 
The terror excited by the Indians, inffead of diſpoſing the 
inhabitants to court Britiſh-proteRiony had a'contrary ef- 
fect. The friends of the royal cauſe, As well as its ene 
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jerſfal horror. This young lady, in the innocence of youth, 
and the bloom of beauty—the fought of a ſteady loyaliſt, 
and engaged to be married to a Britiſh officer, was on the 
very day of her intended —_— maſſacred by the ſavage 
auxiliaries, attached to the Britiſh army.“ Occaſion was 
thereby given to .inflame the populace, and to blacken the 
zojal cauſe, The eruelties of the Indians, and the cauſe in 
which they were engaged, were aſſociated together, and 
weſented in one view to the alarmed inhabitants. Thoſe 
whoſe intereſt it was to draw forth the militia in ſupport of 
American independence, ſtrongly expreſſed their execrati- 
ons of the army, which ſubmitted to accept of Indian aid, 
md they loudly condemned that govermnent which could 
call ſuch auxiliaries into a civil conteſt, as were calculated 
not to ſubdue, but to exterminate 2 people whom they af- 
fected to reclaim as ſubjects. Their cruel mode of warfare, 
by putting to death as well the ſauling infant and the de- 
knceleſs female, as the reſiſting armed man, excited an 
univerſal ſpirit of reſiſtance. In conjunction with other 
circumſtances, it imprefled-on the minds of the inhabitants 
general conviction that a vigorous determined oppoſition 
ms the only alternative for the preferyation of their proper- 
their children and their wives. Could they have indulg- 
the hope of ſecurity and protection while they remained 
reaceably at their homes, they would have found many ex- 
uſes for declining to aſſume the profeſſion of ſoldiers, hut 
when they n the dangers of a manly reſiſtance, with 
thoſe of a paſſive inaction, they choſe the former, as the 
laſt of two ynayoidable evils, All the feeble aid, which 
the royal army received from their Indian auxiliaries, was 
nhnitely overbalanced by the odium it brought on their 
auſe, and by that determined ſpirit of oppoſition which the 


+ This, though true, was no premeditated barbarity. The circum- 
lances were as follows: Mr. Jones, her lover, from an anxiety for her 
afety, e ſame Indians to remove her from among the Americans, 
ud promiſed to reward the perſon who ſhould bring her tafe to him, with 
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ity, barrel of rum. Two. of the Indians, who had conveyed her ſome diſ- 
ery ance, on the way to her intended huſband, diſputed, which of them 
ſiould . preſent her to Mr. Jones. Both were anxious for the reward. 
ler. One of them killed her with bis towahawk, to proyent the other fram e- 
the en ag it, Butgoyne ebliged the Indians to deliver up the murderer, and 
of ned to put him to death. His life was only ſpared, upon the In- 
1 dans agreciog ta terms, which the general thought would be more cffica- 
us than an execution, in preventing ſimilai gnichiefs, 

165, Vol. II. | A a 
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mies ſuffered from their indiſcriminate barbarities. Among 1777- 
ather inſtances, the murder of Miſ M<Crea excited an uni- 
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1777. dread of their ſavage cruelties excited. . While danger wi 
LH remote, the prefling calls of Congreſs, and of the generg 


Aug. 3. 


diſtant foe were unavailing, or tardily executed, but ng 
general panic, than they turned out with anexampled ala. 


crity. The owners of the foil came forward with that ar- 
dor, which the love of dear connections and of property in. 


midable force. In addition to theſe incitements, it was earl 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


officers, for the inhabitants to be in readineſs to oppoſe 3 


ſooner had they recovered from the firſt impreſſion of the 


ſpires. An army was fpeedily poured forth from the woods 
and mountains. When they who had begun the retreat 
were nearly waſted away, the fpirit of the country immedi. 
ately ſupplied their place with a much greater and more for. 


conjectured, that the royal army, by puſhing forward would 
be ſo entangled as not to be able to advance or retreat on 
equal terms. Men of abilities and of eloquence, influ. 
enced with this expectation, harangued the inhabitants in 
their ſeveral towns, and fet forth in high-colouring, tt 
eruelties of the favage auxiliaries of Great-Britain, and the 
fair proſpects of capturing the whole force of their enemies. 
From the combined influence of theſe cauſes, the America 
* foon amounted to upwards of 13, ooo men. 

hile General Burgoyne was forcing his way down to- 
wards Albany, Lieutenant- Colonel St. Leger was co-of 
rating with him in the Mohawk coyntry. He had aſcended 
the river St. Lawrence, croſſed Lake Ontario, and com- 
menced the ſiege of Fort-Schuyler. On the approach e 
this detachment of the royal army, General Harkimer col- 
le cted about 800 of the whig militia of the parts adjacer 
for the relief of the garriſon, 

St. Leger aware of the conſequences of being attacked in 
his trenches, detached Sir John Johnſon, with fome tories 
and Indians to lie in ambuſh, and intercept the advancing 
militia, The ſtratagem took effect. The General and di 
militia were ſurpriſed, but ſeveral of the Indians were be- 
vertheleſs killed by their fire. A ſcene of confuſion fok 
lowed. Some of Harkimer's men run off, but others poſt- 
ed themſelves behind logs, and continued to fight with bra- 
very and ſucceſs. The loſs on the fide of the Americans 
was 160 killed, beſides the wounded. Among the former 
was their gallant leader General Harkimer. Several e 
their killed and wounded were principal inhabitants of that 
part of the country. Colonel St. Leger availed himſelf e 


the terror excited 'on this occaſion, and endeayouret by 
; ong 
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repreſentations of Indian barbarity to intimidate the 
into an immediate ſurrender. He ſent verbal, and 


gat 


ty, and was daily receiving the ſubmiſſion of the inhabi- 
ants,” he repreſented “ the pains he had taken to ſoften 
he Indians, and to obtain engagements from them, that in 
caſe of an immediate, ſurrender every man in the garriſon 
ſhould be ſpared,” and particularly enlarged on the circum- 
fance, „that the Indians were determined, in caſe of their 


Way 

era] 

ſe 2 

, no 

4 General Burgoyne had forced his way through the coun- 
ar 

in 

ods 


or- neeting with farther oppoſition, to maſſacre not only the 
rly garriſon, but every man, woman or child in the Mohawk 
ald Colonel Ganſevort, who commanded in the 


fort, replied, „ that being by the United States entruſted 


end it to the laſt extremity, againſt all enemies whatever, 
without any, concern for the conſequences of doing his 

It being reſolved maugre, the threats of Indian barbarities 
v defend the Fort.—Lieutenant-Colonel Willet undertook, 
4 conjunftion with Lieutenant Stockwell, to give infor- 
nation to their fellow citizens, of the ſtate of the garriſon. 
Theſe two adventurous officers paſſed by night through the 
legers works, and at the hazard of falling into the hands 
> avages, and ſuffering from them the ſeverity of torture, 
made their way for fifty miles through dangers and dificul- 
tes, in order to procure relief for their beſieged aſſociates. 
In the mean time the Britiſh carried on their operations with 
ich induſtry, that in leſs than three weeks they had ad- 
raced within 150 yards of the Fort. | 

The brave garriſon, in its hour of danger, was not fore 


troops, had been previouſly detached by General Schuyler 
kr their relief, and was then near at hand. Mr. Toft 
Khuyler who had been taken up by the Americans, on ſuſ- 
pcion of his being a ſpy, was promiſed his life and his eſ- 
We, on conſideration, that he ſhould go on and alarm the 
ladians with ſuch repreſentations of the numbers marching 
gunſt them, as would occaſion their retreat, He imme- 
Wtely proceeded to the camp of the Indians, and being 
Me to-converſe in their own language, informed them that 
alt numbers of hoſtile Americans were near at hand. They 
re thoroughly frightened and determined to go off. St, 
A 2 2 Leger 


written meſſages, * demanding the ſurrender of the fort, 
and ſtating the impoſſibility of their obtaining relief, as their 
friends under General Harkimer were entirely cut off, and 


with the charge of the garriſon, he was determined to de- 


ptten. General Arnold, with a brigade of continental 
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1777. Leger uſed every art to retain them, but nothing coul 
—— change their determination. It is the characteriſtic of theſe 


people on a reverfe of fortune to betray irrefolution, and x 
total want of that mtg non which is neceſſary to ſtruggle 
for a length of time with difficulties. They had found the 
Fort ſtronger and better defended than was expected. 
had Joſt ſeveral headmen in their engagement with General 
Harkimer, and had gotten no plunder. Theſe cireum- 
ſtances, added to the certainty of the approach of a rein- 
forcement to their adverſaries, which they believed to be 
much greater than it really was, made them quite untract. 
able. Part of them inſtantly decamped, and the remainder 
threatened to follow, if the Britiſh did not immediately re. 
treat. This meaſure was adopted, and the ſiege raiſed, 
From the diforder occaſioned by the precipitaney of the In. 
dians, the tents, and much of the artillery and foo of the 
beſiegers, fell into the hands of the garriſon. The diſcon- 
tented ſavages, exaſperated by their ill fortune, are ſaid, on 
their retreat, to have robbed their Britiſh aſſociates, of their 
baggage and proviſions. | 
While the fate of Fort Schuyler was in ſuſpenſe, it oc- 
curred to General Burgoyne, on hearing of its being be. 
ſieged, that a ſudden and rapid movement forward would be 
of the utmoſt conſequence. As the principal foree of his 
adverſaries was in front between him and Albany, he hoped 
by advancing on them, to reduce them to the necellity of 
fighting, or of retreating out of his way to New-England, 
ad they to avoid an attack, retreated up the Mohawk- 
river, they would, in caſe of St. Leger's ſucceſs, have put 
themſelves between two fires. Had retreated to Al- 
bany, it was ſuppoſed their ſituation would have been worle, 
as a co-operation from New-York was expected. Beſides, 
in caſe of that movement, an opportunity would have been 
given for a junction of Burgoyne and St. Leger. To have 
retired from the ſcene of action by filing off for New-Eng- 
land, ſeemed to be the only opening left for their eſcape. 
With ſuch views General Burgoyne promiſed himſelf great 
advantages, from advancing rapidly towards Albany. 1. 
vrigcipa objection againſt this plauſible project, was | 
difficulty of furnifhing proviſions to his troops. To beg 
up a communication with Fort-George, fo as to obtal 
from that garriſon, regular ſupplies at a diſtance daily en 
creaſing, was wholly impracticable. The advantages whe 
were expected from the propoſed meaſure, were too © 
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tiwing proviftoris from the ſtores in their Fear, was known 
af acknowledged, yet à hope was indulged that they miglit 
be dſewhere obtained. A pan was therefore formed to 
reſources, from the 7-1 nh farms of Vermont. Every 
s account, and particalatly the inforttiatian of Colonel. 
Athe, induced Burgoyne to believe, that one deſcription 
of the inhabitants io that country were panic ſtruck, and 
that another, and by far the moſt numerous, were friends 
th the Britiſh intereſt, and only wanted the appearance of 4 
proteting power to fiew themſelves. Relying on this in- 0 
telligence, he detached only 500 men, 100 Fadens, and : 
two field pieces, which he ſuppoſed would be fully ſufficient” 
for the expedition. "Phe command of this force was given 
w Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, and it was ſuppofed that with 
ithe would be enabled to ſeize upon a magazine of ſupplies 
which the Americans had collected at Bennington, and 
which was only guarded by militia, It was alſo intended 
0 try the temper of che inhabitants and to mount the dra- 
g000s. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum was inſtructed to keep 
the regular force poſted, while the light troops felt their 


- 


my; and fo avoid all danger of being ſurrounded, or of 
taving his retreat cut off, But he proceeded with leſs cau- 
ton chan his perilous ſituation required. Confiding in the 
tabers and promiſed aid of thoſe who were depended up- 
nas friends, he preſumed too much, On his approaching 
the place of his deſtination, be found the American A* 
ranger thari had been ſuppoſed. He therefore took po 
athe vicinity, —entrenched his party, and diſpatched an ex- 
dez to General Burgoyne, with an account of his fitua- 
u. Colonel Breyman was detached to reinforce” him. 
Though every exertion was made to puſh forward this re- 
orcement, yet from the impracticable face of the country 
id defective means of tranſportation, 32 hours elapſed be- 
bre they had marched 24 miles. General Starke who com- 
banded the American militia at Bennington, engaged wi 
let before the junckion of the two royal detactiments coul 
i effefted. On this occaſion about 800 undiſciplined mi. 
la, without bayonets, or à ſingle piece of artillery, at- 
licked and routed 500 regular troops adyantageouſly poſt 
behind” eritrenchments—furnifhed with the beſt arms, 
ended with two pieces of artillery. The field pieces were 
en from the party commanded by Colonel Baum, wid 
#5 | 1 
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177%. the greateſt part of his detachment as either killed or ei 
e Colonel Breyman ares pol: ſame ground 2 
on the ſame day, but not till the action was over, Inſtead 
of meeting his friends, as he expected, he found himſelf 
briſkly, attacked. This was begun by Colonel Warner, 
1 with his continental regiment, having been. ſent for 
rom Mancheſter, came opportynely at this time) and was 
well ſupported by Stark's militia, which had juſt defeated 
the party commanded by Colonel Zin Breyman's troops, 
though fatigued with 1 preceding march, behaved with 
great reſolution, but were at length compelled to _ abandon 
their artillery, and retreat. In theſe two actions the Ame- 
ricans took four braſs field pieces, twelve braſs drums, 250 
dragoon ſwords, four ammunition waggons, and about 700 
priſoners. . The loſs of the Americans, incluſive of thei 
wounded, was about 109 men. Congreſs reſolved, * that 
their thanks. be preſented 'to General Stark, of the New- 
Hampſhire militia, and the officers and troops under his 
command, for their brave and ſucceſsful attack upon, and 
ſignal victory over the enemy in their lines at Bennington, 
and alſo, that brigadier Stark, be appointed a brigadier ge- 
neral in the army of the United States.” Never were thanks 
more deſervedly beſtowed. The overthrow of theſe detach- 
ments was the firſt link in a grand chain of cauſes, which 
finally drew down ruin on the whole royal army. e con- 
fidence with which the Americans were inſpired, on find- 
ing theimſelves able to defeat regular troops, produced fur- 
priling effects. It animated their exertions, and filled them 

with expectation of farther ſucceſſes, | 

That military pride, which is the ſoul of an army, was 
nurtured by the captured artillery, and other trophies of 
victory. In proportion to the elevation of the Americans 
was the depreſſion of their adverſaries. Accuſtomed to 
ſucceſs, as they had been in the preceding part of the cam- 
paign, they felt unuſual mortification from this unexpeQed 
check. Though it did not diminiſh their courage, it abated 
their confidence. It is not eaſy to enumerate all the dilal 
terous conſequences which reſulted to the royal army, from 
the failure of their expedition to Bennington. Theſe were 
ſo extenſive, that their loſs of men was the leaſt conſiders 
ble. It deranged every plan for puſhing the advantages 
which had been previouſly obtained. Among other embat: 
raſſments it reduced General Burgoyne to the alternative d 
halting, till he brought forward ſupplies from Fort- Georg, 
ro 
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or of advancing without them at the riſque of being ſtarved. 1777. 
The former. being * the royal army was detainel 
from Auguſt 16th, to September 13th. This unavoidable 
delays gave time and opportunity for the Americans to cal. 
ect in great numbers. s Dow „een hl. 
The defeat of Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, was the firſt 
event which for a long time had taken place in favour of the 
American northern army. From December 1775, it had 
experienced one .misfortune, treading on the heels of ano 
ther, and defeat ſucceeding defeat. Every — og on; 
been either retreating or evacuating, . The ſubſequent tranſ- 
ations preſent a remarkable contraſt, Fortune, which 
previous to the battle of Bennington, had not for a moment 
* the Britiſu ſtandard, ſeemed. after. that event, as if 
had totally deſerted it, and gone oyer to the oppolite 


— evacuation of Ticonderoga, the Americans had 

fallen back from one place to another, till they at laſt fixed 

x Vanſhaick's-iſland. Soon after this retreating ſyſtem was 

adopted, Congreſs recalled their general. officers, and put 
General Gates at the head of their northern army, His ar- 

rival gave-freſh vigour- to the exertions of the inhabitants, 

The militia fluſhed with their recent victory at Benning- Aug. 19. 
ton, colle t ed in great numbers to his ſtandard. They ſoon. 

began to be animated with a hope of capturing the whole 

Britiſh army, A. ſpirit of adventure burſt forth in many 

different points of direction. While General Burgoyne was 

wging his preparations, for advancing towards Albany, an 

enterprize- was undertaken by General Lincoln to recover 
Ticonderoga, and the other poſts in the rear of the royal 
Amp. He detachęd Colonel Brown, with 500 men to the Sept. 13, 
lnding at Lake- George. The colonel conducted his oper 

ntions with ſo much addreſs, that he ſurpriſed all the out- 

poſts between the landing at the north end of Lake-George, 

and the body of the fortreſs at Ticonder He alſo took 

— — and Mount-Hope, che French lines, and 

4 block-bouſe, 200 batteaux, ſeveral; gun boats, and an 

umed ſloop, together with 290 priſoners, and at the ſame 

ime teleaſed 100 Americans. His own loſs, was trifling. 

Calonel Browne and Colonel Johnſon, the latter of whom 

lud been detached with 500 men, to attempt Mount -Inde- 
pendence, on examination found that the reduction of either 

dat poſt or of Ticonderoga, was beyond their ability, 

When the neceſſary ſtores for thirty days neger rte 

WH | brought 
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19. 


1777. brought bays 
gave up all communication with the magazines in his rex, 
Sept. 13. and eroſſed Hudſonꝰs- tiver. This movement was the ſub. 

& 14. ject of much diſeuſſion. Some charged it on the impetus. 


dn every ſide. Several of the Americans placed themſelves 
in high trees, and as often as they could diſtinguiſh an of- 


N u or e 
forward from Lake-Geotge, General Bur 


ſity of the general, and alledged, that it was premature be- 
fore he was ſure of aid from the royal forces potted in New. 
York, but he pleaded' the peremptory orders of his ſuperi. 
ors. The rapid advance of Burgoyne, and eſpecially his 


99 paige of the North- River, added much to the impractica. 
if 


' ty of his future retreat, and in conjunction with ſubſe. 
nt events made the total ruin of his army in a great de. 
gree unavoidable. 81 N 
Seneral Butgoyne, after croſſing the Hudſon, advance 
along its ſide, and in four days encamped on the heiphts 
about two miles from General Gates's camp, which was 
three miles above Stillwater. The Americans, elated wid 
their ſucceſſes at Bennington and Fort-Sehuyler, thought no 
more of retreating, but came out to meet the advanci 
Britiſh, and engaged them with firmneſs and reſolution, 
The attack began a little before mid-day, between the ſcout- 


ing patties of the two armies, The conimanders on both 


ſides, fupported and reinforced their reſpective parties, 


The conflict, though ſebere, was oriy partial for an hour 


and a half, but after a ſhort pauſe it became general, and 
eontinued for three hours, without any intermiſfon. 4 
conſtant blaze of fire wis kept up, und both armies ſeemed 
to be determined on death or victory. The Americans and 
Britiſn alternately drove, and were driven by each other; 
Men, -and particularly officers, dropped every moment, and 


feer's uniform, took him off by deliberately aiming at his 
perſon. Few actions have been characteriſed by more ob- 
#inacy in attack or defence. The'Britiſh repeatedly tried 
their bayonets, but without their uſual ſuceeſs in the uſe of 
that weapon. At length, night put an end to the effuſion 
of blood. The Britiſh loft upwards of 500 men, including 
their killed, wounded, and priſoners. The Americans, in- 
eluſive of the miffing, loſt 319. Thirty-fix, out of forty- 
eight Britiſh matroſſes were killed; or wounded, The 62 


Britin regiment, which was 500 ſtrong, when it left Ce- 


nada, was reduced to 60 men, and 4 or 5 officers. This 
hard fought battle decided nothing, and little elſe than ho- 
nour was gained by either army, but nevertheleſs it was fol- 


lowed 
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lowed\ by important conſequences. Of theſe one was the 1777. 
ami nution of the 2cal and alactity of the Indians in the Bris way” 
tiſh army. The dangerous ſervice, in which they were en- 
geged, was by no means ſuited to their habits of war. They 
wete diſappointed of the plunder they expected, and faw 
nothing before them but hardſhips and danger. Fidelity 
ind honour were too feeble motives in the minds of fava 
to retain them in fuch an unprodudive ſervice. — 
ing in the ſeaſon when their aid would have been moſt uſe- 
PF; they. farnifhed a ſecond inftance of the impolicy of de- 
pending upon them. Very little more perſeverance was 
exhibited by the Canadians, and other Britiſh provincials. 
They alſo abandoned the Þ ritiſh ſtandard, when they found, 
that inſtead of a flying and diſpirited enemy, they had a nu- 
merous and reſolute force oppoſed to them. I beſe defer- 
tions were not the only diſappointments which General 
Burgoyne - experienced. From the commencement” of the 
enpedition, he had promiſed himſelf a ſtrong reinforcement 
from that part of the Britiſh army, which was ſtationed at 
New-Y ork. He depended 'on its being able to force its 
way to Albany, and to join bim there, or in the vicinity. 
This co-operation, though attempted, failed in the execu- 
tion, while the expectation of it contributed to involve him 
in ſome difficulties, to which he would not have oth 
—— wh ed intel | 
rgoyne receiv ligence in a c „that : 
dir Henry Clinton, who then commanded in — um 
intended to- make a diverſion in his favour, by attacking the 
fortreſſes which the Americans had erected on Hudſon's-ri= - 
ver, to obſtruct the intercourfe between New-York and 
Albany. In anfwer to this communication he diſpatched 
ts Sir Henry Clinton fome truſty perſons, with a full ac- 
count of his ſituation, and with inſtructions to preſs the 
immediate execution of the propoſed co-operation; and to 
iure him, that be was enabled in point of proviſions, and 
med in his reſolution, to hold his preſent poſition till the 
"th of October, in the hopes of favourable events. The 
teaſotiable expectation of a diverſion from New-York, 
founded on this intelligence, made it diſgraceful to retreat, 
' 2nd at the ſame time improper to urge offenſive operations. 
ln this poſture of affairs, a delay of two or three weeks, in 
expectation of the promifed co-operation from New- York 
became neceſſary, In the mean time the proviſions of the 
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olf the American army increaſing. The New 
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number 
ple were fully ſenſible, that their All was at ſtake, and at 
the ſame time ſanguine, that by vigorous exertions Bur- 
goyne would be fo. entangled, that his ſurrender would be 


unavoidable, Eyery moment made the ſituation of the Bri, 


tiſh army more critical. From the uncertainty of receiving 
farther ſupplies, General Burgoyne leſſened the ſoldiers pros 
viſions. The 12th of October, the term till which the r 
army, had agreed to wait for aid from New-York, was 
approaching, and no intelligence of the expected co- opera- 
tion had arriyed. In this alarming ſituation it was t 
roper to make a movement to the left of the Americans, 
he body of troops employed for this . purpoſe conſiſted of 
1500 choſen men, and was commanded by Generals Bur, 
goyne, Philips, Reideſel, and Frazer. As they advanced, 


they were checked by a ſudden and impetuous attack; but 


Major Ackland, at the head of the Britiſh grenadiers, ſuſ. 
tained it with great firmneſs. The Americans extended 
their attack along the whole front of the-German troops, 
who were poſted on the right of the grenadiers, and they 
alſo marched a large body round their flagk, in order to cut 
off their retreat. To oppoſe. this bold enterpriſe, the Britiſh 
light infantry, with a part of the 24th regiment, were di- 
rected to form a ſecond line, and to cover the retreat of the 
troops into the camp. In the mean time the . Americans 
puſhed forward a freſh and a ſtrong re-inforcement, to te- 
new the action on Burgoyne's left. That part of his army 
was obliged to give way, but the light infantry, and 24th 
regiment, by a quick movement, came to its ſuccour, and 
faved it from total ruin. The Britiſh: lines: being expoſed 
to great danger, the troops which were neareſt-to them re- 
turned for their defence. General Arnold, with a bri 

of continental troops, puſhed for the works poſſeſſed by 
Lord Balcarras, at the head of the Britiſh light infantry; 
but the brigade having an abbatis to croſs; and many other 
obſtructions to ſurmount, was compelled to retire. Arnold 
left this brigade, and came to Jackſon's regiment, which 
he ordered inſtantly to advance, and attack the lines and re- 
doubt in their front, which were defended by -Lieutenant- 
Colonel Breyman at the head of the German grenadiers, 
The aſſailants puſhed on with rapidity, and carried the 
works. Arnold was one of the firſt who entered them, 


Lieutenant · 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman was killed, The troops com- 1997. 
manded by him retired firing. They gained -their = 
bout 30, Or -40 yards from their works, but on finding that 

the allault. was general, they gave one fire, aſter whick 
ome retreated to the Britiſh camp, but others threw down 3 HO 
their arms, The night put an end to the action. 

This day was fatal to many braye men. The a7 of 
fcers ſuffered more than their comman proportion. Am 
their lain General Frazer, on account of his diſtingui 
merit, was the ſubject of particular regret. Sit James 
Clark, Burgoyne's aid- de- camp, was mortally wounded, 
The general himſelf had a narrow eſcape, a ſhot paſſed 
through his hat, and another through his waiſtcoat, ' Ma- 
jors Williams and Ackland were taken, and the latter was 
wounded. The loſs of the Americans was inconſiderable, 
but'General Arnold, to whoſe impetuolity they were much 
* for the ſucceſs of the day, was among their wound- 


ed. | They took more than 200 priſoners, beſides ꝙ pieces 
of tals . and the encampment of nm. 
gade, with all their equipage. 


Pk royal troops were under arms the whole of the next 
day, in expectation of another action, but nothing more 
than ſkirmiſhes took place. At this time, General Lin- 
coln, "when. reconnoitring, received a dangerous wound: 
An event which was greatly regretted, as he poſſeſſed wrd 
of the efteem and confidence of the American army. 

| The poſition. of the Britiſh army, after the action of — 
th, was ſo dangerous, that an immediate and total change 
became neceſſary. This hazardous meaſure was executed 
without loſs. or diſorder- The Britiſh camp, with all its 
2 was removed in the courſe of a ſingle night, 

Per general now ſaw a fair proſpect of overcom- 
ing the army oppoſed to him, without expoſing bis own to 
the danger. of another battle, His meaſures were therefore 
pincipally « calculated to cut off their retreat, and prevent 
their receiving any farther ſupplies. 

While General Burgoyne was 1 on towards Al- 

an unſucceſsful attempt to relieve him was made by 
the Britiſh. commander in New-York, For this purpoſe, OR. 5. 
dir Henry Clinton conducted an expedition up Hudſon's- 
tiver. This conſiſted of about 3000 men, and was accom- 
panied by a ſuitable naval force. After making many feints 
de landed at Stoney- Point, and marched over the mountains 
toF ort-Montgomery, and attacked the different * 
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garriſon commanded by Governor Clinton, 4 btrve 


FP and intelligent officer; made à gallamt reſiſtanee. But & 


the poſt had been deſigned prineipatly to prevent the paſſ 
of ſhips, the works en the land fide were incomplete 10 
untenable, When it began to grow dark, the Britiſh en- 
tered the fort with fed j The loſs on neither ſide 
was great. Governor Clinton, General James Clin 
and moſt of the officers and men effected their eſcape un- 
der cover of the thick ſtoke and darkneſs that ſuddenly 
prevailed, | tha: WR 

The reduction of this poſt furnifhed the Britiſh with an 
4 . —— for opening à paſſage up the North - river, but 
mitead of puſhing forward to Burgoyne's eneampment, or 
even to Albany, they ſpent ſeveral days in laying wafte the 
adjacent country. The Americans deſtroyed Fort-Confti. 
tution, and alſo fet fire to two new frigates, and ſome other 
veſſels; General Fryon at the ſame time deſtroyed a fet- 
tlement, called Continental-Village, which contained bar« 
racks for f go men, beſides many ſtores. Sir Fames Wal. 
lace with a flying ſquadron of light frigates, and General 
Vaughan with à detachment of land forces, continued on 
and near the river for ſeveral days, deſolating the country 
near its margin. General Vaughan ſo completely burned 
Eſopus, a fine flourifting village, that a ſingle hodſe was 


not left ſtanding, though on his approach the American 


had left the town without making any reſiſtance, Charity 
would lead us to ſuppoſe that theſe devaſtations were defign- 
6d to anſwer Military purpoſes. Their authors might have 
hoped to divert the attention of General Gates, and thus 
indirectiy relieve General Burgayne, but if this was intend- 
ed the _ not take e r 9 2 
property was the Americans a ſecondary ob) 

The we foie of Burgoyte promiſed ſuch i conſe- 
quences, that they world not ſuffer any other confideration 
to interfere with if, General Gates did not make a ſmyle 
movement that leſſened the probability of effeAing his grand 
purpoſe; He wrote an ſtulatory letter to Vaughan, 
part of which was in the following terms ; “ Is it thus 
your King's generals think to make converts to the royal 
is no leſs furprifing than true, that che meafures 
they r their maſter, have a quite contrary ef. 
fe. ir cruelty eſtabliſhes the glottous act of inde- 
pendenee upon the baſis of the reſentment of the peo- 


ple,” Whether policy or revenge led to this * 
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of property; is uncertain, but it cannot- admit of a doubt 1777. 
that it was far from being the moſt effectual method of re» www 
leving Burgoyne. Kg 3A 2 
The paſſage of the North- River was made ſo practicable 
the r on the 6th of October, that Sir 
* Clinton, witch his whole force, amounting to 3000 
men, might not only have reached Albany, but General 
Gates encampment, before the 12th, the day till which 
Burgoyne had agreed to wait for aid from New-York. 
While the Britiſh were doing miſchief to individuals with- 
out ſerving the cauſe of their royal maſter, it ſeems as 
though they might by puſhing forward about 136 miles in 
fix days, have brought Gates army between two fires, at 
leaſt twenty-four hours before Burgoyne's neceſſity com- 
his ſubmiſſion to articles of capitulation. Why they 
neglected this opportunity of relieving their ſuffering bre- 
tren, about thirty-ſix miles to the northward of Albany, 
when they were only about one hundred miles below it, has 
never yet been ſatisfactorily explained. 
Gates poſted 1400 men on the heights oppoſite the fords 
of Saratoga, and 2000 more in the rear, to prevent a re- 
treat to Fort-Edward, and 1 500 at a ford higher up. Bur- 
goyne receiving intelligence of theſe movements, 
ed from them, eſpecially from the laſt, that Gates meant to 
turn his right. This, if effected, would have entirely en- 
cloſed him. To avoid being hemmed in, he reſolved on an 
immediate retreat to Saratoga. His hoſpital, with the ſick 
and wounded, were neceſſarily left behind, but they were 
recommended to the humanity of General Gates, and re- 
ceived from him every indulgence their fituation required. 
When General Burgoyne arrived at Saratoga, he found that 
the Americans had poſted a conſiderable force on the oppo- 
lite heights, to impede his paſſage at that ford. In order to | 
prepare the way for a retreat to Lake George, General Bur- | 
goyne ordered a detachment of artificers, with a ſtrong eſ- 
cort of Britiſh and provincials, to repair the bridges and 
open the road leading thither. Part of the eſcort was with- 
drawn on other duty, and the remainder on a flight attack 
of an inconſiderable party of Americans, ran away. The 
workmen thus left without ſupport, were unable to effe& 
the buſineſs on which they had been ſent. The only prac- 
ticable route of "retreat, which now remained, was by a 
night march to Fort-Edward, Before this attempt could 
be made, ſcouts returned with intelligence, that the Ame- 
r1Cans 
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1777. ricans were entrenched oppoſite to thoſe fords on the Hud. 
A ſon's-river, over which it was propoſed to paſs, and that 


they were alſo in force on the high ground between Fort. 
Edward and Fort-George. They had at the ſame time 
parties down the whole ſhore and poſts, ſo near as to obſerye 
every motion of the royal army. Their poſition extended 
nearly round the Britiſh, and was by the nature of the ground 
in a great meaſure ſecured from attacks. The royal army 
could not ſtand its ground where it was, from the want of 
the means neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence; nor could it ad. 
vance. towards Albany, without attacking a force greatly 
ſuperior in number ; nor could it retreat without making 
good its way over a river in face of a ſtrong party, advan- 
tageouſly poſted on the oppoſite ſide. In caſe of either at- 
tempt, the Americans were ſo near as to diſcover every 
movement, 'and by means of their bridge could bring their 
whole force to operate. 

Truly diſtreſſing was the condition of the royal army. 
Abandoned in the moſt critical moment by their Indian al. 
lies—unſupported by their brethren in New- Vork —weak- 
ened by the timidity and deſertion of the Canadians—worn 
down by a ſeries of inceſſant efforts, and greatly reduced in 
their numbers by repeated battles, they were inveſted by an 
army nearly three times their number, without a poſhbility 
of retreat, or of repleniſhing their exhauſted ſtock of provi- 
ſions. A continual cannonade pervaded their camp, and 
rifle and grape ſhot fell in many parts of their lines. They 
nevertheleſs retained a great ſhare of fortitude. 

In the mean time the American army was hourly increa(- 
ing. Volunteers came in from all quarters, eager to ſhare 
in the glory of deſtroying or capturing thoſe whom they con- 
ſidered as their moſt dangerous enemies. The 173th of Oc- 
tober at length arrived. The day was ſpent in anxious ex- 
pectation of its producing ſomething of conſequence. But 
as no proſpect of aſſiſtance appeared, and their proviſions 
were nearly expended, the hope of receiving any in due time 
for their relief, could not reaſonably be further indulged. 
General Burgoyne thought proper in the evening, to take 
an account of the proviſions left. It was found on enquiry, 
that they would amount to no more than a ſcanty ſubſiſtence 
for three days. In this ſtate of diſtreſs, a council of war 
was called, and it was made ſo general, *as to comprehend 
both the held officers and captains, Their unanimous opi- 
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nion was, that their preſent ſituation juſtified a capitulation 1777. 
on honourable terms. A meſſenger was therefore diſpatch-' www 
ed to begin this buſineſs. General Gates in the firſt in- 
ſtance demanded, that the royal army ſhould ſurrender pri- 
ſoners of war. He alſo propoſed that the Britiſh ſhould 
ound their arms. But General Burgoyne replied, & This 
article is inadmiſſible in every extremity ;—ſooner than this 
army will conſent to ground their artns in their encampment, 
they will ruſh on the enemy, determined to take no quar- 
ter.” After various meſſages, a convention was ſettled, 
by which it was ſubſtantially ſtipulated as follows: The 
troops under General Burgoyne, to march out of their camp 
with the honours of war, and the artillery of the' intrench- 
ments to the verge of the river, where the arms and artil- 
ſery are to be left. The arms to be piled by word of com- 
mand from their own officers. A free paſſage to be granted 
to the army under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Great- 
Britain, upon condition of not *. again in Northß- 
America during the preſent conteſt, and the port of Boſton 
to be aſſigned for the entry of the tranſports to receive tùhe 
troops whenever General Howe ſhall ſo order. .The army 
under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to march to Maſſa- 
chuſetts-Bay, by the eaſieſt route, and to be quartered in, 
near, or as convenient as poſſible, to Boſton. The troops 
to be provided with proviſion by General Gates's orders, at 
the ſame rate of rations as the troops of his own army. All | 
officers to retain their carriages, bat-horſes, and no baggage : 
to be moleſted or ſearched. Ede officers are not, as far as 
circumſtances will admit, to be ſeparated from their men. 
The officers to be quartered according to their rank. All 
corps whatever of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's army, 
to be included in the above articles, All Canadians, and 
perſons belonging to the Canadian eſtabliſhment, and other 
followers,of the army, to be permitted to return to Canada 
to be conducted to the firft Britiſh poſt on Lake-George, 
and to be ſupplied with proviſions as the other troops, and 
to be bound by the fame condition of not ferving during the 
preſent conteft. Paſſports to be granted to three officers to 
carry diſpatches to Sir William Howe—Sir Guy Carleton, 
and to Great-Britain. The officers to be admitted on their 
parole, and to be permitted to wear their fide arms.” Such 
were the embarraſiments of the royal army, incapable of 
fublifting where it was, or of making its way to a better 
that theſe terms were rather more favourable than 


they 
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1777. they bad a ri ht to expect. On the other hand it would n 
key have been — * for the American general at the bead 6 


his army, which, though numerous, conſiſted moſt]y of mi- 
litia or new levies, to have provoked the deſpair of even an 
inferior number of brave diſciplined regular troops. Gege- 
ral Gates rightly judged that the beſt way to ſecure his ad. 
vantages was to uſe them with moderation. Soon after the 
convention was ſigned, the Americans marched into their 
lines, and were kept there till the royal army had depoſited 
their arms at the place appointed, T he delicacy with which 
this buſineſs was conducted, reflected the higheſt honour 
on the American general. Nor did the politeneſs of Gates 
end here, Every circumſtance was withheld, that could 
conſtitute a triumph in the American army. The captive 
general was received by his conqueror with reſpect and 
kindneſs. A number of the principal officers of both ar- 
mies, met at General Gates's quarters, and for a while, 
ſeemed to forget in ſocial and convivial pleaſures, that the 
had been enemies. The conduct of General Burgoyne in 
this interview with General Gates was truly 3 and 
the hiſtorian is at a loſs whether to admire moſt, the mag- 
nanimity of the victorious, or the fortitude of the vanguih- 
ed General. | | 

The Britiſh troops partook liberally of the plenty that 
reigned in the American army. It was the more accept. 
able to them, as they were deſtitute of bread and flour, and 
had only as much meat left, as was ſufficient for a days 
ſubſiſtence, | 

By the convention which has been mentioned, 5790 men 
were ſurrendered priſoners, The ſick and Ate left in 
camp, when the Britiſh retreated to Saratoga, together 
with the numbers of the Britiſh, German and Canadian 
troops, who were killed, wounded or taken, and who had 
deſerted in the preceding part of the expedition, were reck- 
oned to be 4689. The whole royal force, excluſive of In- 
dians, was probably about 10,000. 'The ſtores which the 
Americans acquired, were conſiderable, The captured ar- 
tillery conſiſted of 35 braſs field pieces. There were allo 
4647 muſkets, and a variety of other uſeful and much want- 
ed articles, which fell into their hands, The continentals 
in General Gates's army were 9093, the militia 41 29, but 
of the former 2103 were ſick or on furlough, and 562 0. 
the latter were in the ſame ſituation. The number of mi- 
litia was conſtantly fluctuating. 


The 
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- The general exultation of the Americans, on receiv- 
ing the agreeable intelligence of the convention of Sarato- 
ga, diſarmed them of much of their reſentment. The 
burnings and devaſtations which had taken place were 
ſufficient to have inflamed their minds, bur private feelings 
were in a great meaſure abſorbed by a conſideration of the 
many advantages, which the capture of ſo large an army 
promiſed to the new formed ſtates, : 

Ina ſhort time after the convention was ſigned, Gene- 
ral Gates moved forward to ſtop the devaſtations of the 
Britiſh on the North-River, but on hearing of the fate of 
Burgoyne, Vaughan and Wallace retired to New-Y ork. 

About the ſame time the Britiſh, which had been left 
in the rear of the royal army, deſtroyed their cannon, 
and abandoning Ticonderoga, retreated to Canada. The 
whole country, after experiencing for ſeveral months the 
confuſions of war, was in a moment reſtored to perfect 
tranquillity. 

Great was the grief and dejection in Britain, on re— 
ceiving the intelligence of the fate of Burgoyne. The 
expedition committed to him had been undertaken with 
the moſt confident hopes of ſucceſs. The quality of the 
troops he commanded, was ſuch, that from their bravery, 
directed by his zeal, talents and courage, it was preſum- 
ed that all the northern parts of the United States would 
be ſubdued before the end of the campaign, The good 
fortune which for ſome time followed him juſtified theſe 
expectations, but the cataſtrophe proved the folly of plan- 
ning diſtant expeditions, and of projecting remote con- 
queſts, 

The conſequences of theſe great events, vibrated round 
the world, The capture of Burgoyne was the hinge on 
which the revolution turned. While it encouraged the 
perſeverance of the Americans by well grounded hopes of 
inal ſucceſs, it encreaſed the embarraſſments of that mi- 
niſtry, which had ſo ineffectually laboured to compel their 
lubmiffion. Oppoſition to their meaſures gathered new 
ſtrength, and formed a ſtumbling block in the road to 
conqueſt, This prevented Great-Britain from acting with 
that collected force which an union of ſentiments and 
councils would have enabled her to do, Hitherto the 
deſt informed Americans had doubts of ſucceſs in eſ- 
abliſhing their independence, but henceforward their 
language was, © That whatever might be the event of 

deir preſent ſtruggle, they were for ever loſt to/Great- 
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1777. Britain,” Nor were they deceived, The eclat of captur- 
AN ing a large army of Britiſh and German. regular troops, 
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ſoon procured them powerful friends in Europe. 
Immediately after the ſurrender of the troops, com- 
manded by Lieutenant General Burgoyne, they were 
marched to the vicinity of Boſton. On their arrival t 
were quartered in the barracks on Winter and Proſpect 
hills. The general court of Maſſachuſetts paſſed proper re. 
ſolutions for procuring ſuitable accommodations for the pri. 
ſoners ; but from the general unwillingneſs of the peopleto 
oblige them, and from the feebleneſs of that authority 
which the republican rulers had at that time over the pro. 
perty of their fellow citizens, it was impoſſible to provide 
immediately for ſo large a number of officers and ſoldiers 
in ſuch a manner as their convenience required, or as from 
the articles of convention they might reaſonably expect. 
The officers remonſtrated to Generab Burgoyne, that fix 
or ſeven of them were crouded together in one room, 
without any regard to their reſpective ranks, in violation 
of the 7th article of the convention. General Burgoyne, 
on the 14th of November forwarded this account to Gene- 
ral Gates, and added, * the public faith is broken.“ This 
letter being laid before Congreſs, gave an alarm. It cor- 
roborated an apprehenſion, previouſly entertained that 
the captured troops. on their embarkation would- make a 
junction with the Britiſh garrifons in America. The decla- 
ration of the General, that the public faith was broken” 
while in the power of Congreſs, was conſidered by them 
as deſtroying the ſecurity which they before had in his 
perſonal honour, for in every event he might adduce his 
previous notice to juſtify his future conduct. They there- 
fore reſolved, * That the embarkation of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, and the troops under his command, be 
poſtponed, till a diſtinct and explicit ratification of the 
convention of Saratoga be properly notified by the Court 
of Great-Britain to Congreſs,” General Burgoyne ex- 
plained the intention and conſtruction of the paſſage ob- 
jected to in his letter, and pledged himſelf, that his off: 
cers would join with him in ſigning any inſtrument that 
might be thought neceflary for confirming the convention, 
but Congreſs would not recede from their reſolution. 
They alledged, that it had been often aſſerted by their ad. 
verſaries that „ faith was not to be kept with rebels, 
and that therefore they would be deficient in attention to 
the intereſts of their conſtituents, if they did not requite 
an 
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au authentic ratification of the convention by national 
authority, before they parted with the captured troops, 1777- 
They urged farther, that by the law of nations, a com- 
broken in one article, was no longer binding in any 

other. They made a diſtinction between the ſuſpenſion 
and abrogation of the convention, and alledged that ground 
to ſuſpect an intention to violate it, was a juſtifying reaſon 
for ſuſpending its execution on their part, till it was pro- 
perly ratified, The defired ratification if Great-Britain 
was ſeriouſly diſpoſed to that meaſure, might have been 
obtained in a few months, and Congreſs uniformly declar- 
ed themſelves willing to carry it into full effect, as ſoon as 
they were ſecured of its obſervance by proper authority on 
the other ſide, | 

About eight months after certain royal commiſſioners, 
whoſe official functions ſhall be hereafter explained, made 
a requiſition reſpeCting theſe troops - offered to ratify the 
convention, and required permiſſion for their embarkation. 
On enquiry it was found, that they had no authority to do 
any thing in the matter which would be obligatory on 
Great-Britain, Congreſs therefore reſolved, “ that no ra- 
* tiſication of the convention, which may be tendered in con- 
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* ſequence of powers, which only reach that caſe by con- 
1 ſtruction and implication, or which may ſubject whatever 
1 is tranſacted relative to it, to the future approbation or 


I diſapprobation of the parliament of Great-Britain, can be 
1 accepted by Congreſs.” 

* Till the capture of Burgoyne the powers of Europe 
Nis yere only ſpectators of the war between Great-Britain and 
his der late colonies, but ſoon after that event they were 
te. fawn in to be parties. In every period of the contro- 
* verſy, the claims of the Americans were patroniſed by 
be ſundry reſpectable foreigners, The letters, addreſſes, and 
the W otber public acts of Congreſs, were admired by many 
art ho had no perſonal intereſt in the conteſt. Liberty is 
x. W © evidently the undoubted right of mankind, that even 
ob- Wh they who had never poſſeſſed it feel the propriety of con- 
|. WI tending for it, and whenever a people take up arms ei- 
hat WI ther to defend or to recover it, they are ſure of W 
on, W vith encouragement or good wiſhes from the friends o 
ion. bumanity in every part of the world. 

From the operation of theſe principles, the Americans 
had the eſteem and good wiſhes of multitudes in all parts 
of Europe. They were reputed: to be ill uſed, and were 
repreſented as a reſolute and brave people, determined to 
B b 2 y reſiſt 
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reſiſt oppreſſion. Being both pitied and applauded, ge- 


WAYS nerous and ſympathetic ſentiments were excited in their 


favour. Theſe circumſtances would have operated in 
every caſe, but in the preſent, the cauſe of the Americans 
was patroniſed from additional motives. An univerſal 
jealouſy prevailed againſt Great-Britain, Her navy had 
long tyranniſed over the nations of Europe, and demand- 
ed as a matter of right that the ſhips of all other powers 
ſhould ſtrike their fails to her, as miſtreſs of the ocean, 
From her eagerneſs to prevent fupplies going to her re- 
bellious coloniſts, as ſhe called the Americans, the veſſels 
of foreign powers had for ſome time paſt been ſubjected 
to ſearches and other interruptions, when ſteering to- 
wards America, in a manner that could not but be im- 
patiently borne by independent nations. That pride and 
infolence which brought on the American war, had long 
diſguſted her neighbours, and made them rejoice at her 
misfortunes, and eſpecially at the proſpect of difmember- 
ing her overgrown empire. 
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The Alliance between France and the U, mted States, The 
Campaign of 1778. 


8 after intelligence of the capture of Burgoyne's 
army reached Europe, the Court of France concluded 
at Paris, treaties of alliance and commerce with the United 
States. The circumſtances which led to this great event, 
deſerve to be particularly unfolded. The coloniſts having 
taken up arms, uninfluenced by the enemies of Great- 
Britain, conducted their oppoſition for ſeveral months 
after they had raiſed troops, and emitted money, without 
any reference to foreign powers. 'They knew it to be 
the intereſt of Europe, to promote a ſeparation between 
Great-Britain and her colonies, but as they began the 
conteſt with- no other view than to obtain a redreſs of 
grievances, they neither wiſhed in the firſt period of their 
oppoſition to involve Great-Britain in a war, nor to pro- 
cure aid to themſelves by paying court to her enemies. 
The policy of. Great-Britain in attempting to deprive the 
Americans of arms, was the firſt event which made it 


neceſſary for them to ſeek foreign connections. ALI 
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time ſhe was urging military preparations to compel their 
ſubmiſſion, ſhe forbad the exportation of arms, and ſolicit- 
ed the commercial powers of Europe, to co-operate with 
her by adopting a ſimilar prohibition. To fruſtrate the 
views of Great-Britain, Congreſs, beſides recommending 
the domeſtic manufacture of the materials for military ſtores, 
appointed a ſecret committee with powers to procure on 
their account arms and ammunition, and alſo employed 
agents in foreign countries for the ſame purpoſe. The 
evident advantage which France might derive from the 
continuance of the diſpute and the countenance which in- 
dividuals of that country daily gave to the Americans, en- 
couraged Congreſs to ſend a political and commercial agent 
to that kingdom, with inſtructions to ſolicit its friendthip, 
and to procure military ſtores. - Silas Deane, being choſen 
for this purpoſe, ſailed for France early in 1776, and was 
ſoon after his arrival at Paris inſtructed to ſound Count de 
; Vergennes, the French miniſter for foreign affairs, on the 
ſubject of the American controverſy. As the public mind, 
for reaſons which have been mentioned, cloſed agai 
Great-Britain, it opened towards other nations. 

On the 11th of June 1776, Congreſs appointed a com- 
mittee, to prepare a plan of a treaty to be Propoſed to fo- 
reign powers. The diſcuſſion of this novel ſubjeR engaged 
their attention till the latter end of September. While 
Congreſs was deliberating thereon, Mr. Deane was ſoli- 
citing a ſupply of arms, ammunition and ſoldiers cloathing, 
for their ſervice. A ſufficiency for lading three veſſels was 
1 ſoon procured. What agency the government of France 
q had in furniſhing theſe ſupplies, or whether they were ſold 
| or given as preſents, are queſtions which have been often 
5 aſked, but not * anſwered, for the buſineſs was 

a 
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8 ſo conducted that the tranſaction might be made to aſſume a 

- variety of complexions, as circumſtances might render ex- 
pedient. 

- It was moſt evidently the intereſt of France to encourage 


the Americans in their oppoſition to Great-Baitain, and 
t was, true policy to do this by degrees and in a private 
manner, leſt Great-Britain might take the alarm. In- 
dividuals are ſometimes influenced by conſiderations of 
fendſhip and generoſity, but intereſt is the pole ſtar by 
which nations are umverſally governed. It is certain 
that Great-Britain was amuſed with declarations of the 
moſt pacific diſpoſitions on the part of France, at the 
ume 
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NY of defence, and it is equally certain, that this was the true 


line of policy for promoting that diſmemberment of the 
Britiſh empire which France had an intereſt in accompliſh- 
ing. 
Congrels knew, that a diminution of the overgrown 
wer of Britain, could not but be deſirable to France, 
ore with the loſs of her poſſeſſions on the continent of 
North-America by the peace of Paris in the year 1763, 
and alſo by the capture of many thouſands of her ſailors in 
1755, antecedent to a declaration of war, ſhe mult have 
been ſomething more than human, not to have rejoiced 
at an opportunity of depreſſing an antient and formidable 
rival. Beſides the increaſing naval ſuperiority of Great- 
Britain, her vaſt reſources, not only in her antient domini- 
ons, but in colonies growing daily in numbers and wealth, 
added to the haughtinols of her flag, made her the object 
both of terror and envy. It was the intereſt of Congrels to 
apply to the Court of France, and it was the interelt of 
France to liſten to their application. 
Congreſs having agreed on the plan of the treaty, which 
they intended to propoſe to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
roceeded to elect commiſſioners to ſolicit its acceptance, 
Dr. Franklin, Silas Deane, and Thomas Jefferſon were 
choſen. The latter declining to ſerve, Arthur Lee, who 
was then in London, and had been very ſerviceable to his 
country in a variety of ways, was elected in his room. It 
was reſolved, that no member ſhould be at liberty to di- 
vulge any thing more of theſe tranſactions than “ that 
Congreſs had taken ſuch ſteps as they judged neceſſary for 
obtaining foreign alliances.” The ſecret committee were 
directed to make an effectual lodgment in France of ten 
thouſand pounds ſterling, ſubject to the order of theſe com- 
miſſioners. Dr. Franklin, who was employed as agent 
in the buſineſs, and afterwards as miniſter plenipotentiat) 
at the Court ot France, was in poſſeſſion of a greater pro- 
portion of foreign fame, than any other native of America. 
By the dint of ſuperior abilities, and with but few advan- 
tages in early life, he had attained the higheft eminence 
among men of learning, and in many inſtances extended 
the empire of ſcience. His genius was vaſt and compre- 
hentive, and with equal eaſe inveſtigated the myſteries 0! 
philoſophy and the labyrinths of politics. His fame as 4 
philoſopher had reached as far as human nature is poliſhed 
or 
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« refined. His philanthrophy knew no bounds. The proſ- 16. 
perity and happineſs of the human race were objects which wy 
at all times had attracted his attention. Diſguſted with 
Great-Britain, and glowing with the moſt ardent love for 
the liberties of his oppreſſed native country, he left London, 
where he had reſided fome years in the character of agent 
for ſeveral of the colonies, and early in 1775 returned to 
Philadelphia, and immediately afterwards was elected by the 
legiſlature of Pennſylvania, to ſhare in the oppoſition to OG. 2 
Great-Britain as a member of Congreſs. Shortly after his 7* 
appointment to ſolicit the interefts of Congreſs in France, 
he ſailed for that country. He was no ſooner landed than Dec. 13. 
univerſally careſſed. His ſame had ſmoothed the way for 
his reception in a public character. Doctor Franklin, Silas 
: Deane, and Arthur Lee, having rendezvouſed at Paris, ſoon 8 
after opened their buſineſs in a private audience with Count 
} de Vergennes. The 'Congrefs could not have applied to 
0 the Court of France under more favourable circumſtances. 
if The throne was filled by a Prince in the flower of his age, 

and animated with the deſire of rendering his reign illuſ- 


h trious. Count de Vergennes was not leſs remarkable for 
„ extenſive political knowledge, than for true greatneſs of 
e. mind. He had grown old in the habits of government, 


e and was convinced that conqueſts are neither the ſureſt nor 
0 the ſhorteſt way to ſubſtantial fame. He knew full well 
is that no ſucceſs in war, however brilliant, could fo effectu- 
It ally promote the fecurity of France, as the emancipation of 
i. the colonies of her ancient rival. He had the ſuperior wiſ- 
at dom to diſcern, that there were no prefent advantages to be 
Or obtained by unequal terms, that would compenſate for thoſe 
re hſting benefits which were likely to low from a kind and 
en generous beginning. Inſtead” of graſping at too much, 
n- or taking advantages of the humble ſituatiom of the invad- 
nt ed colonies, he aimed at nothing more than by kind and ge- 
ry nerous terms to a diſtreſſed country, to perpeguate the ſe- 
o- paration which had already taken place between the com 
nent parts of an empire, from the union of which his ſo- 


n- vereign had much to fear. | 

ce Truly difficult was the line of conduct, which the real 
ed intereſt of the nation required of the miniſters of His 
e- Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. An haughty reſerve would have 
of diſcouraged the Americans. An open reception, or even 
2 a legal countenance of their deputies might have alarmed 


ed the 
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the rulers of Great-Britain, and diſpoſed them toa com. 


p promiſe with their colonies, or have brought on an imme. 


diate rupture between France and England. A middle 
line as preferable to either, was therefore purſued, 
Whilſt the French government prohibited, threatened 
and even puniſhed the Americans; private perſons en- 
couraged, ſupplied, and ſupported them. Prudence, az 
well as policy required, that France ſhould not be over. 
haſty in openly eſpouſing their cauſe. She was by no 
means fit for war. From the ſtate of her navy, and 
the condition of her foreign trade, ſhe was vulnerable on 
every fide, Her trading people dreaded the thoughts 
of a war with Great-Britain, as they would thereby be 
expoſed to great loſſes. Theſe conſiderations were 
ſtrengthened from another quarter. Ihe peace of Eu- 
rope was ſuppoſed to be unſtable from a prevailing belief, 


that the ſpeedy death of the Elector of Bavaria was an 


event · extremely probable. But the principal reaſon 
which induced a delav, was an opinion that the diſpute 
between the Mother Country and the colonies would be 
compromiſed. Within the 13 years immediately preced- 
ing, twice had the conteſted claims of the two countries 
brought matters to the verge of extremity, "Twice had 
the guardian genius of both interpoſed, and reunited them 
in the bonds of love and affeftion. It was feared by the 
ſagacious miniſtry of France, that the preſent rupture 
would terminate in the ſame manner. Theſe wiſe obſer⸗ 
vers of human nature apprehended, that their too early 
interference would favour a reconciliation, and that the 


reconciled parties would direct their united force againſt 


the French, as the diſturbers of their domeſtic tranquil- 
lity. It had not yet entered into the hearts of the French 
nation, that it was poſſible for the Britiſh American co- 
loniſts, to join with their ancient enemies againſt their late 
friends. : 

At this period Congreſs did not ſo much expect any 
direct aid from France, as the indirect relief of a war be- 
tween that country and Great-Britain. To ſubſerve this 
deſign, they reſolved, that « their commiſſioners at the 
Court of France ſhould be furniſhed with warrants and 
commiſſions, and authoriſed to arm and fit for war in the 
French ports any number of veſſels (not exceeding fix) 
at the expence of the United States, to war upon Britiſh 
property, provided they were ſatisſied this meaſure would 
Pb | uot 
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not be diſagreeable to the court of France.“ This reſo- 1995, 
lution was carried into effect, and in the year 1777 marine 
officers, with American commiſſions, both ſailed out of 
French ports, and carried prizes of Britiſh property into. 
them, They could not procure their condemnation in 
the courts of France, nor fell them publicly, but they 
nevertheleſs found ways and means to turn them into 
money, The Commanders of theſe veſſels were ſome- 
times puniſhed by authority to pleaſe the Engliſh, but 
they were oftener careſſed from another quarter to pleaſe 
the Americans, 

While private agents on the part of the United States 
were endeavouring to embroil the two nations, the Ame- 
rican commiſſioners were urging the miniſters of His Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty to accept the treaty propoſed by Con- 
greſs. They received aſſurances of the good wiſhes of 
the court of France, but were from time to time informed, 
that the important tranſaction required farther conſider- 
ation, and were enjoined to obſerve the moſt profound 
ſecrecy. Matters remained in this fluctuating ſtate from 
December 1776, till December 1777. Private encourage- 
ment and public diſcountenance were alternated, but both 
raried according to the complection of news from Ame- 
rica, The defeat on Long-lfſland, the reduction of New- 
York, and the train of difaſtrous events in 1776, which 
have already been mentioned, ſunk the credit of the Ame- 
ricans very low, and abated much of the national ardor 
for their ſupport. Their ſubſequent ſucceſſes at Trenton 
and Princeton, effaced theſe impreſſions, and rekindled ac- 
tive zeal in their behalf, The captyre of Burgoyne fixed 
theſe wavering politics. The ſucceſs of the Americans in 
the campaign of 1777, placed them on high ground, Their 
- enmity had proved itſelf formidable to Britain, and their 
e friendſhip became deſirable to France. Having helped 

themſelves, they found it lefs difficult to obtain help from 
* others. The ſame intereſt, which hitherto had directed 


. the court of France to a temporiſing policy, now required 
is decifive conduct. Previous delay had favoured the diſ- 
e memberment of the empire, but farther procraſtination 
d bid fair to promote at leaſt ſuch a fœderal alliance of the 
Ie disjointed parts of the Britiſh empire as would be no 
x) leſs hoſtile to the intereſts of France than a re-unjon of 
; ts ſeveral parts, The news of the capitulation of Sara- 


toga reached France, very early in December, 1777. 
The American deputies took that opportunity to prels 
. for 


#4 


LO... 
3 ——— — 


nw c 
.*; 


378 THE HISTORY OF THE. 


1777. ſor e of the treaty, which had been under 
Www conlideration for the preceding twelve months. The 


capture of Burgoyne's army convinced the French, that 
the oppoſition of the Americans to Great Britain wa 
not the work of a few men who had got power in their 
hands, but of the great body of the people, and was likely 
to be finally ſucceſsful. It was therefore determined to 
take them by the hand, and publicly to eſpouſe their 


Dew. 16, cauſe. The commiſſioners of Congreſs were informed 


77 
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by Mr. Gerard one of the ſecretaries of the King's coun. 
cil of ſtate, “ that it was decided to acknowledge the 
independence of the United States and to make a treaty 
with them, That in the treaty no advantage would be 
taken of their ſituation to obtain terms which, other. 
wiſe, it would not be convenient for them to agree to, 
That his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty deſired the treaty once 
made thould be durable, and their amity to ſubſiſt for ever, 
which could not be expected, if each nation did not find 
an intereſt in its continuance, as well as in its commence- 
ment, It was therefore intended that the terms of the 
treaty ſhould be fuch as the new formed ſtates would be 
willing to agree to if they had been long ſince eſtabliſhed, 
and in the fulneſs of ftrength and power; and ſuch as 
they thould approve of when that time ſhonld come. 
That his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty was fixed in his determi- 
nation not only to acknowledge, but to ſupport their in- 
dependence. That in doing this he might probably ſoon 
be engaged in a war, yet he ſhould not expect any com- 
penſation from the United States on that account, nor 
was it pretended that he acted wholly for their fakes, 
fince beſides his real good will to them, it was manifelily 
the intereſt of France, that the power of England ſhould 
be diminiſhed, by the ſeparation of the colonies from its 
government. The only condition he ſhould require and 
rely on would be, that the United States in no peace to be 
made, ſhould give up their independence and return to 
the obedience of the Britiſh government.“ At any time 
previouſly to the 16th of December, 17%, when Mr. 
Gerard made the foregoing declaration, 'it- was in the 
power of the Britiſli miniſtry to have ended the American 
war, and to have eſtabliſhed an alliance with the United 
States, that would have been of great ſervice to both; bet 
from the ſame haughtineſs which for ſome time had predom!- 
vated in their councils, and blinded them to their iaterelts, 
they neglected to improve the favourable opportunity. 
. 5 Conformadly 
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to the preliminaries by Mr. Ge- 

de nd, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Lewis the 16th, on the 
hat 6th of February 1778, entered into treaties of amity and 

ve Wy commerce, and of alliance with the United States, on the 

ci footing of the moſt perfect equality and reciprocity. By 

ly de latter of theſe, that illuſtrious monarch became the 
e guarantee of their ſovereignty, independence and com- 
merce. | 

id WY On a review of the conduct of the French miniſtry 


formly from a wiſe regard to national intereſt. Any 
ae of conduct, different from that which they adapted, 
be might have overfet the meaſures which they wiſhed to 
er. eſtabliſn. Had they pretended to act from diſintereſted 
principles of generoſity to the diſtreſſed, the known ſelſ. 
ice ichneſs of human nature would have contradicted the ex- 
travagant pretenſion. By avowing the real motive of their 
” conduct they furnithed ſuch a praaf of candor 28 bogat 
The terms of reciprocity on which they contracted 
be ith the United States were no lefs recommended by wife 
policy than dictated by true magnanimity. As there 
was nothing excluſive in the treaty, an opening was left 
for Great Britain to cloſe the war when the pleaſed, with 
all the advantages for future commerce that France had 
ſtipulated for herſelf. This judicious meafure made the 
eſtabliſhment of American independence the common 
cauſe of all the commercial powers of Europe, for the 
queſtion then was, whether the trade of the United States 
ſnould by the ſubverſion of their independence be again 
monopoliſed by Great-Britain, or by the eſtabliſhment of 
it, laid open on equal terms to all the world. 

In national events the public attention is generally fixed 
on the movements of armies and fleets, Mankind never 
fail to do homage to the able General and expert Admiral. 
To this they are juſtly entitled, but as great a tribute is due 
to the ſtateſman, who, from a more elevated ſtation, deter- 
mines on meaſures in which the general ſafety and wel- 
fare of empires are involved. This glory in a particular 
manner belongs to the Count de Vergennes, who, as his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's minifter for foreign affairs, con- 


While the miniſters of his Britannic Majeſty were pleafing 
themſelves with the flattering idea of permanent peace in 
Lurope, they were not leſs ſurpriſed than provoked by hear- 


ing 


to the Americans, the former appear to have acted uni- 


1778. 
— 


duced the conferences which terminated in thefe treuties. 
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1778. ing of the alliance, which had taken place between his Moſt fi rifle 
Ln) Chriſtian Majeſty, and the United States, This event tho Wit t 
often foretold was diſbelieved. The zeal of the Britiſh mi- T 
niſtry to reduce the colonies to ſubmiſſion, blinded them to Wl co 
danger from every other quarter. Forgetting that intereſt ¶ the 
governs public bodies perhaps more than private perſons, Wn 
they ſuppoſed that feebler motives would outweigh its all Witr 
commanding influence. Intent on carrying into execu- em 
tion the object of their wiſhes, they fancied that becauſe WI my 
France and Spain had colonies of their own, they would tere 
refrain from aiding or abetting the revolted Britiſh colo- W Th 
niſts, from the fear of eſtabliſhing a precedent, which at a Wl cee 
future day might operate againſt themſelves. Tranſported Wl der 
with indignation againſt their late fellow ſubjects, they ¶ ip 
were ſo infatuated with the American war, as to ſuppoſe Wl cot 
that trifling evils, both diſtant and uncertain, would in- Wh nc 
duce the court of France to negle& an opportunity of ſe- “ 
curing great and immediate advantages. bre 
How far this interference of the court of France can ba 
be juſtified by the laws of nations, it is not the province Wl th 
of hiſtory to decide. Meaſures of this kind are not de. Ml vi 
termined by abſtract reaſoning. The prefent feelings of a Wl th 
nation, and the probable conſequences of loſs or gain in- e 
fluence more than the decifions of ſpeculative men. Suf- 1 
ſice it to mention, that the French, exculpated themſelves Wl 
from the heavy charges brought againſt them, by this WW ”: 
 fummary mode of reaſoning, « We have found” ſaid Wl © 
they, „the late colonies of Great-Britain in actual poſ- 
ſeſſion of independence, and in the exerciſe of the pre- 
rogatives of ſovereignty. It is not our buſineſs to enquire, 
whether they had, or had not, ſufficient reaſon to with- 
draw themſelves from the government of Great Britain, 
and to erect an independent one of their own, We are to 
conduct ourſelves towards nations, agreeably to the political 
\ Rate in which we find them, without inveſtigating how they 
acquired it, Obſerving them to be independent in fact, 
we are bound to ſuppoſe they were ſo of right, and had 
the ſame liberty to make treaties with them as with any 
other ſovereign power.” They alſo alleged, that Great- 
Britain could not complain of their interference, ſince the 
had ſet them the example only a few years before, in ſup- 
porting the Corſicans in oppoſition to the court of France. 
They had beſides many well founded coinplaints againſt 
the Britiſh, whoſe armed veſſels had for months ga 
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dt trade with the revolted colonies. 

The Marquis de la Fayette, whoſe letters to France had 
j conſiderable ſhare in reconciling the nation to patroniſe 
the United States, was among the firſt in the American 
my who received the welcome tidings of the treaty, In 
{tranſport of joy, mingled with an effuſion of tears, he 
embraced General Waſhington, exclaiming, © The King 
my maſter has acknowledged your independence, and en- 
tered into an alliance with you for its eſtabliſhment.” 
The heart-felt joy, which ſpread from breaſt to breaſt, ex- 
ceeded deſcription, The ſeveral brigades aſſembled by or- 
der of the Commander in Chief, Their Chaplains offered 
tp public thanks to Almighty God, and delivered diſ- 


courſes ſuitable to the occaſion. A feu de joie was fired, 


and on a proper ſignal being given, the air reſounded with 
« Long live the King of France,” poured forth from the 
breaſt of every private in the army, The Americans, 
having in their own ſtrength for three years weathered 
the ſtorms of war, fancied the port of peace to be in full 
view. Replete with the ſanguine hopes of vigorous youth, 
they preſumed that Britain, whoſe northern army had been 
reduced by their ſole exertions, would not continue the 
unequal conteſt with the combined force of France and 
America. Overvaluing their own importance, and under- 
nluing the reſources of their adverſaries, they were 
tempted to indulge a dangerous confidence, That they 
might not be lulled into careleſſneſs, Congreſs made an 
animated addreſs to them, in which, after reviewing the 
leading features of the war, they informed them“ They 
muſt yet expect a ſevere conflict; that though foreign al- 
lances ſecured their independence, they could not ſecure 
their country from devaſtation,” —The alliance between 
France and America had not been concluded three days, 
before it was known to the Britiſh miniſtry, and in leſs 
than five weeks more, it was officially communicated to the 
court of London in a reſcript, delivered by the French 
Ambaſſador to Lord Weymouth. In this new fituation of 
atfairs, there were ſome in Great-Britain who advocated 
the meaſure of peace with America, on the footing of 
independence: but the point of honour which had before 
precipitated the nation into the war, predominated over 
the voice of prudence and intereſt. The King and Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain reſolved to puniſh the French na- 
ton for treating with their ſubjects, which they termed 
| « An 
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bills in a partial and ſecret manner, as if they ſuſpected 
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te An unprovoked aggreſſion on the honor of the+crom, 
and eſſential intereſts of the kingdom.“ And at the ſane Wl plc; 
time a vain hope was indulged, that the alliance between Wl tne 
France and the United States, which was ſuppoſed to have Wl lic 
originated in paſſion, might be diſſolved. Fhe national Wl iy 
prejudices againſt the French, had been ſo inſtilled inta Wi thi 
the minds of Engliſhmen, and of their American deſcend. Wl the 
ants, that it, was ſuppoſed practicable, by negociations aud WH Th 
conceſſions, to detach the United States from their new WM co 
alliance, and re-unite them to the paxent ſtate. Eleven 
days after the treaty between France and America. had been 
concluded, the Britiſh miniſter intreduced into the Houſe 
of Commons a project for conciliation, founded on the 
idea of obtaining a re- union of the new States with Greats 
Britain, This confiſted of two bills, with the following 
titles, “ A bill for declaring the intention of Great-Bri- 
tain, concerning the exerciſe of the right of impoſing 
taxes within his Majeſty's colonies, provinces and. plant- 
ations, in North-America, and a bill to “ enable his Ma. 
jeſty to appoint commiſſioners with ſufficient powers to 
treat, conſult and agree, upon the means of quieting the 
diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain of the colonies, planta- 
tions and provinces of North-America.“ Theſe bills 
were hurried through both houſes of Parliament, and be- 
fore they paſſed into acts, were copied and ſent acroſs the 
Atlantic, to Lord and General Howe. On their arrival 
in America, they were ſent by a flag to Congrels at York- 
town, When they were received, Congreſs was unin- 
formed of the treaty which their commiſſioners had lately 
concluded at Paris. For upwards of a year, they had 
not received one line of information from them on any 
ſubject whatever. One packet had in that time been re- 
ceived, but all the letters therein were taken out before it 
was put on board the veſſel which brought it from France, 
and blank paper put in their ſtead. -A committee of Con- 
greſs was appointed to examine theſe bills, and report on 
them. Their report was brought in the day following, 
and was unanimouſly adopted. By this they rejected the 
propoſals of Great-Britain. The vigorous and firm lan- 
guage in which Congreſs expreſſed their rejection of theſe 
offers, conſidered in connection with the circumſtance of 
their being wholly ignorant of the late treaty with France, 
exhibits. the glowing ſerenity of fortitude, While the 
royal commiſſioners were induſtriouſly circulating theſe 
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gle, Congreſs truſting to the good ſenſe of their conſti- 
ments, ordered them to be ſorthwith printed for the pab- 
lic information, Having directed the affairs of their coun- 
try with an honeſt reference to its welfare, they had no- 
thing to fear from the people knowing and judging for 
themſelves. They ſubmitted the whole to the public. 
Their act, after ſome general remarks on the bill, con- 
claded as follows, | 

From all which it appears evident to your committee, 
that the ſald bills are intended to operate upon the hopes 
and fears of the good people of theſe ſtates, ſo as to create 
diviſions among them, and a defection from the common 
cauſe, now, by the bleſſing of Divine Providenee, drawing 
dear to a favourable iſſue. That they are the ſequel of 
that inſidious plan, which, from the days of the ſtamp- 
act, down to the preſent time, hath involved this country 


ſo in this, although circumſtances may force them at 
tines to recede from their unjuſtifiable claims, there 
can be no doubt but they will, as heretofore, upon the 
firſt favourable occaſion, again diſplay that Inſt of do- 
mination, which hath rent in twain the mighty empire of 
Britain, 

Upon the whole matter, the committee beg leave to 
report it as their opinion, that as the Americans united in 
this arduous conteſt upon principles of common intereſt, 
for the defence of common rights and privileges, which 
mon hath been cemented by common calamities, and by 
mutual good offices and affeftion, ſo the great cauſe for 
which they contend, and in which all mankind are in- 
tereſted, muſt derive its ſuccefs from the continuance of 


ſhould preſame to make any ſeparate or partial convention 
or agreement with commiſſioners under the crown of 
Great-Britain, or any of them, ought to be confidered 
8 treated as open and avowed enemies of theſe United 
fates. 

And further, your committee beg leave to report it as 
their opinion, that theſe United States cannot, with pro- 
priety, hold any conference with any commiſſioners on 
the part of Great-Britain, unlefs they ſhall, as a pre- 
liminary thereto, either withdraw their fleets and armies, 
or elſe, in poſitive and expreſs terms, acknowledge the in- 
dependence of the ſaid ſtates. | OT . 

n 


in contention and bloodſhed. And that, as in other caſes 


that union, Wherefore any man or body of men, who 
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in intention. of concealing them. from the common peo- 2178. 
6 j 


384 


June 9. 


1778. 
; — 


14 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


And inaſmuch as it appears to be the deſign of the ene. 
mies of theſe States to lull them into a fatal ſecurity 
the end that they may act with a becoming weight and 
importance, it is the opinion of your committee, that the 
ſeveral ſtates be called upon to uſe the moſt ſtrenuous exer- 
tions to have their reſpective quotas of continental troops 
in the field as ſoon as poſſible, and that all the militia of 
the ſaid States be held in readineſs, to act as occaſion may 
require,” YE 

The conciliatory bills were ſpeedily followed by royal 
commiſſioners, deputed to ſolicit their reception. Goy. 
Johnſtone, Lord Carliſle, and Mr. Eden, appointed on this 
buſineſs, attempted to open a negociation on the ſubjeR, 
They requeſted General Waſhington to furniſh a paſſ- 
port for their ſecretary Dr. Ferguſon, with a letter from 
them to Congreſs, but this was refuſed, and the refuſal 
was unanimouſly approved by Congreſs. They then for- 
warded in the uſual channel of communication, a letter 
addreſſed, « To his Excellency Henry Laurens the Prefi- 
dent, and other the members of Congreſs,” in which they 
communicated a copy of their commiſſion and of the ads 
of Parliament on which it was founded, and offered to 
concur in every ſatisfactory and juſt arrangement towards 
the following among other purpoſes. 

Jo conſent to a ceſſation of hoſtilities, both by ſea and 
and. < 

To reſtore free intercourſe, to revive mutual affection, 
and renew the common benefits of naturalization, through 
the ſeveral parts of this empire. 


To extend every freedom to trade that our reſpective in- 


tereſts can require. . 
To agree that no military forces ſhall be kept up in the 


different States of North-America, without the conſent 
of the general Congrels or particular. Aſſemblies. 

To concur in meaſures calculated to diſcharge the debts 
of America, and to raiſe the credit and value of the paper 
circulation. | 

To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal deputation of 
an agent or agents from the different ſtates, who ſhall have 


the privilege of a feat and voice in the Parliament of 


Great-Britain;z or if ſent from Britain, in that caſe to 
have a ſeat and voice in the Aſſemblies of the different 
States to which they may be deputed reſpectively, in order 
to attend the ſeveral intereſts of thoſe by whom they are 
deputed. 
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htutes iri ench putticular State, to ſettle its 
civil and military eſtabliſhnients, and to 9 9 


freedom of legiſlation and internal government, ſo that 


the Britiſh States throughout North-America, acting with 
us in peace and war under one common ſovereign, may 
have the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, that is 
ſhort of a'total ſeparation of intereſts, or confi with 


that union of force, on which the dq of e 


reli 2 and 


to the 9 the Britiſh commiſſioners, to the over- 
tures contained in the conciliatory bills, and intelligence 
of the [treaty with France having in the mean time ar- 
fived, there was no ground left farther deliberation, 


ive bavieg been already given, preview 


Preſident Laurens 5 by order of "Congreſs 5. lane 15. | 


turned the followin 
I have received 8 your n of the 


gth inſtant, with the encloſures, - and laid them before 


Congreſs. Nothing but an earneſt defire to ſpare the 
farther effuſion of dns blood could e 
to read a. paper, containi to 
bis Moſt Chriftian the good and great ally of 
theſe States; or peta. ru wg | 
the honour of an 
The py, .of the n. Parliame 
from your Sovereign, and your- letter, ſuppoſe- the people 
of theſe States to be hben of che crown of Great-Bri- 
in, and are founded on the idea of dependence, which is 
utterly inadmiffible. 

| am further directed to inform your Excellencies, that 
Congreſs are inclined to peace, notwithſtanding the unjuſt 
chims from which this war 


originated, and he ſavage 
manner in which it hath been * They will, 


therefore, be r to enter upon the conlideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent with trea- 
ties already ſub 


ſting, when the King of Great-Britaia 


hall demonſtrate a e diſpoſition - for that - purpoſe. 
The only ſolid proof of this diſpoſition __ 2 an explicit 
Kknowledgment of the ind theſe States, or 


de withdrawing his fleets armies. 


Though Congreſs 


dig commiſſioners, yet ſome individuals of their hody 


Gov erneur 


the commiſſion 


could — with national 
ey enter on a diſcuſſion of the terms eros propoſed by the 
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And inaſmuch as it appears to be the deſign of the ene. 


wies of theſe States to Jull them into a fatal ſecurity t 


Tune 9. 


the end that they may act with a becoming weight and 
importance, it is the opinion of your committee, that the 
ſeveral ſtates be called upon to uſe the moſt ſtrenuous exer- 
tions to have their reſpective quotas of continental troops 
in'the field as ſoon as poſſible, and that all the militia of 
the ſaid States be held in readineſs, to act as occaſion may 
require.“ 

The conciliatory bills were ſpeedily followed by royal 
commiſſioners, deputed to ſolicit their reception. Gov. 
Johnſtone, Lord Carliſle, and Mr. Eden, appointed on this 
bulineſs, attempted to open a negociation on the ſubject. 
They requeſted General Waſhington to furniſh a paſl. 
port for their ſecretary Dr. Ferguſon, with a letter from 
them to Congreſs, but this was refuſed, and the refuſal 
was unanimouſly approved by Congreſs. They then for- 
warded in the uſual channel of communication, a letter 
addreſſed, . To his Excellency Henry Laurens the Preſi- 
dent, and other the members of Congreſs,” in which they 
communicated a copy of their commiſſion and of the ads 
of Parliament on which it was founded, and offered to 
concur in every ſatisfactory and juſt arrangement towards 
the following among other purpoſes. 

To conſent to a ceſſation of hoſtilities, both by ſea and 
and. < 

To reſtore free intercourſe, to revive mutual affection, 
and renew the common benefits of naturalization, through 
the ſeveral parts of this empire. 

To extend every freedom to trade that our reſpective in- 
tereſts can require. | 
; To agree that no military forces ſhall be kept up in the 
different States of North-America, without the conſent 
of the general Congrels or particular Aſſemblies. 

To concur in meaſures calculated to diſcharge the debts 
of America, and to raiſe the credit and value of the paper 
circulation. 

To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal deputation of 
an agent or agents from the different ſtates, who ſhall have 
the privilege of a ſeat and voice in the Parliament of 
Great-Britain; or if ſent from Britain, in that caſe to 
have a ſeat and voice in the Aſſemblies of the different 
States to which they may be deputed reſpectively, in order 
to attend the ſeveral intereſts of thoſe by whom they are 
deputed. 


In 
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* fn ſhort, to eſtabliſh the power of the reſpecti ve legiſ- 
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ltures in each particular State, to ſettle its revenue, its 


civil and military eſtabliſhments, and to exerciſe a er 
freedom of legiſlation and internal government, ſo that 
the Britiſh States throughout North-America, acting with 
us in peace and war under one common ſovereign, may 
have the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, that is 
ſhort of a total ſeparation of intereſts, or conſiſtent with 


that union of force, on which the ſafety of our common 


religion and liberty depends. 

A decided negative having been already given, previous 
to the on wy. the Britiſh commiſſioners, to the over- 
tures contained in the conciliatory bills, and intelligence 
of the treaty with France having in the mean time ar- 
rived, there was no ground, left for farther deliberation, 


Preſident Laurens therefore, by order of Congreſs re- June 19. 


turned the following anſwer. | | 

I have received the letter from your Excellencies of the 
gth inſtant, with the encloſures, and laid them before 
Congreſs. Nothing but an earneſt” defire to ſpare the 
farther effuſion of human blood could have induced them 
to read a. paper, containing expreſſions ſo diſreſpectful to 
bis Moſt Chriftian -Majeſty, the good and great ally of 
theſe States; or to conſider propoſitions fo derogatory to 
the honour of an independent nation. | 

The acts of the Britiſh Parliament, the commiſſion 
from your Sovereign, and your letter, ſuppoſe the people 
of theſe States to be ſubjects of the crown of Great-Bri- 
tain, and are founded on the idea of dependence, which is 
utterly inadmiffible. 

| am further directed to inform your Excellencies, that 
Congreſs are inclined to peace, notwithſtanding the unjuſt 
caims from which this war originated, and the favage 
manner in which it hath been conducted. They will, 
therefore, be ready to enter upon the conſideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent with trea- 
tes already ſubſiſting, when the King of Great-Britain 
ſhall demonſtrate a fincere diſpoſition for that purpoſe. 
The only ſolid proof of this diſpoſition will be, an explicit 
Kknowledgment of the independence of theſe States, or 
tie withdrawing his fleets and armies. {Ea 

Though Congreſs could not, conſiſtently with national 

ior, enter on a diſcuſſion of the terms propoſed by the 
braſh commiſſioners, yet ſome individuals of their bod 
x proved the propriety of rejecting them. Among thele 
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1778. Governeur Morris, and W. H. Drayton, with great force 
— of argument and poignancy of wit, juſtified the decifive 


meaſures adopted by the = | < 

As the Britiſh plan for conciliation was wholly founded 
on the idea of the States returning to their allegiance, it wa 
no ſooner known than rejected. addition to the ſacred 
ties of plighted faith and national engagements, the leader 
in Congreſs and the legiſlative Aſſemblies of America had 
taſted the ſweets of power, and were in full poſſeſſion of 
its bleſſings, with a fair proſpect of retaining them with- 
out any . control. The war having originated on 
the part of Great-Britain from a luſt of power, had in its 
progreſs compelled the Americans in ſelf-defence to aſſume 
and exerciſe its higheſt prerogatives. The paſſions of hu- 
man nature which induced the former to claim, power, 
operated no Jeſs forcibly with the latter, againſt the relin- 
quiſhment of it. After the Colonies had declared them. 
ſelves independent States, had repeatedly pledged their ho- 
nor to abide by that declaration, had under the ſmiles of 
heaven maintained it for three campaigns without foreign 
aid, after the greateſt Monarch in Europe had entered into 
a treaty with them, and guaranteed their independence; 
After all this, to expect popular leaders in the enjoyment 
of power voluntarily to retire from the helm of govern- 
ment to the languid indifference of private life, and while 
they violated national faith, at the ſame time to depreſs 
their country from the rank of ſovereign States to that 
of dependent provinces, was not more repugnant to uni- 
verſal experience, than to the governing principles ,of the 
human heart. The high ſpirited ardor of citizens in the 
youthful vigor of honor and dignity, did not ſo much as 
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enquire whether greater political happineſs might be ex- be 
pected from cloſing with the propoſals of Great - Britain, 
or by adhering to their new allies. Honor forbad any Wc. 
balancing on the ſubſect, nor were its dictates diſobeyed, n 
Though peace was defirable, and the offers of Great-Br- ha 
tain ſo liberal, that if propoſed in due time, they would BW. 
have been acceptable, yet for the Americans, after they Wc. 
had declared themſelves independent, and at their own. ſo- ud 


licitation obtained the aid of France, to deſert their new 
allies, and leave them expoſed to Britiſh reſentment in- 
curred on their account, would have argued a total want 
of honor and gratitude. . The folly of Great-Britan in 
expecting ſuch conduct from virtuous freemen, could only 
be exceeded by the baſeneſs of America, had her citizen 
realiſed that expeQation. EM 1 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION: 
* WH - Theſe offers. of conciliation in a great meaſure origi- 
* WH nated in an opinion that the Congreſs was ſupported by a 
faction, and that the great Body of the people was hoftile 
| WH to independence, and well-difpoſed to re-unite with Great- 
$ WH Britain. The latter of theſe ſuppoſitions was true, till a 
| Wl certain period of the conteſt, but that period was elapſed. 
With their new ſituation, new opinions and attachments had 
f 


aken place. The political revolution of the government 
was leſs extraordinary than that of the ſtile and manner of 
- WH thinking in the United States. The independent Ameri- 
can citizens ſaw with other eyes, and heard with other 
ears, than when they were in the condition of -Britiſh ſub- 
jets. That narrowneſs of ſentiment which prevailed in 
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- WH England towards France, no longer exiſted among the 
Americans. The Britiſh' commiffioners unappriſed of 
Js real change in the public mind, expected to keep a 
. bold on the citizens of the United States, by that illibe- 
„ay which they inherited from their forefathers. Pre- 
wu ſuming that the love of peace, and the ancient national 
n antipatby to France, would counterbalance all other ties, 
o they flattered themſelves that by perſeverance an impreſ- 
© WH fon favourable to Great-Britain might yet be made on the 
* mind of America. They therefore renewed their efforts 
bo open a negociation with Congreſs, in a letter of the 
le BY uch of July. As'they had been informed in anſwer to 
q ber preceding letter of the roth of June, that an explicit 


xknowledgment of the independence of the United States, 
A withdrawing of their fleets and armies muſt precede 


8 neither branch of this alternative had been complied 
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be given to their reiterated application. 
Governor Johnſtone endeavoured to obtain the objects 
pondence with ſome of the members of Congreſs, and 


nd Robert Morris. His letter to Hen aurens, was 
n theſe words. E ene 


Dear SIR, | 
| beg to transfer to my friend Dr. Ferguſon, the pri- 


ee civilities which my friends Mr. Manning and Mr. 
Viwald requeſt in my behalf. He is a man of the utmoſt 


Ce 2 2 probity, 
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n entrance on the conſideration of a treaty of peace, and 
vith, it was reſolved by Congreſs that no anſwer ſhould 

addition to his public exertions as a commiſſioner, 
om which he had been ſent by opening a private corre- 


er Americans of influence. He in particular addreſ- 
kd himſelf by. letter to Henry Laurens, Joſeph Reed, 
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1778. probity, and of the higheſt eſteem in the, republic of let- 
—cers. 


If you ſhould follow the example of Britain, in the 
hour of her inſolence, and ſend us back without a hearing, 
I ſhall hope from private friendſhip, that I may be per. 
mitted to ſee the country, and the worthy characters ſhe 
has exhibited to the world, upon making the requeſt in 
any way you may point out.” The following anſwer was 
immediately written.” | | 


Vork- Town, June 14th, 1778. 
DRA Si, a 


Veſterday I was honoured with your favour of the 
foth, and thank you for the tranſmiſſion of thoſe from 
my dear and worthy friends, Mr. Oſwald, and Mr. Man- 
ning. Had Dr. ag Turn been the bearer of theſe pa- 
pers, I ſhould have ſhewn that gentleman every degree 
of reſpect and attention, that times and circumſtances ad- 
mit of, 
It is fir, for Great-Britain to determine, whether her 
commiſſioners ſhall return unheard by the repreſentatives 
of the United States, or revive a friendſhip with the citi- 
Zens at large, and remain among us as long as 2 pleaſe. 

You are undoubtedly acquainted with the only terms 
upon which Congreſs can treat for accompliſhing this good 
end, terms from which, although writing in a private cha- 
racter, I may venture to aſſert with great aſſurance, 
never will recede, even admitting the continuance of 
tile attempts, and that from the rage. of war, the good 
people of theſe States ſhall be driven to commence a 
| treaty weſtward of yonder mountains, And permit me to 
add, Sir, as my humble opinion, the true intereſt of Great- 
Britain, in the preſent advance of our conteſt, will be found 
in confirming our independence. | 

| Congreſs in no hour have been haughty, but to ſup- 
poſe that - their minds are leſs firm in the preſent than 
they were when deſtitute of all foreign aid, even with- 
out expectation of an alliance—when, upon a day of ge- 
neral public faſting and humiliation in their houſe of wor- 
ſhip, and in preſence of God, they reſolved “ to hold no 
conference or treaty with any commiſſioners on the part 
of Great-Britain unleſs they ſhall, as a preliminary there- 
to, either withdraw their fleets and armies, or in poſitive 
and expreſs terms acknowledge the independence of thele 
Scates, would be irrational. 
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At a proper time, Sir, I ſhall think myſelf highly ho- 1 
noured by a perſonal attention, and 'by 9 to . 
render every part of theſe States agreeable to you; but 
until the baſis of mutual confidence ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
I believe. Sir, neither former private friendſhip, nor any 
other conſideration, can influence Congreſs to conſent, 


that even Governor a gentleman who has been 
ſo deſervedly eſteemed in America ſhall fee the country. 
[ have but one voice, and that ſhall be againſt it. But 
let me intreat you, my dear Sir, do not hence conclude 
that I am deficient in affection to my old friends, through 
whoſe kindneſs I have 5 the honor of the preſent 
correſpondence, or that I am not with very great perſo- 
nal reſpect and eſteem, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
5 And moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) HENRY LAURENS, 
Philadelphia, 
The Honourable Geo. Johnſtone, Eſq. 


In a letter to Joſeph Reed of April the 11th, Gover- 
nor Johnſtone ſaid, < The man who can be inftrumental 
in bringing us all to act once more in harmony, and to 
unite together the various powers which this conteſt has 
drawn forth, will deſerve more from. the King and people, 
from patriotiſm, humanity, and all the tender ties that are 
affected by the quarrel and reconciliation, than ever was 
yet beſtowed on human kind,” On the 16th of June he 
wrote to Robert Morris, „I believe the men who have 
conducted the affairs of America incapable of being influ- 
enced by improper motives, but in all ſuch tranſactions 
there is riſk, and I think, that whoever ventures ſhould 
be ſecured, at the fame time that honor and emolument 
ſhould naturally follow the fortune of thoſe, who have 
ſteered the veſſel in the ftorm, and brought her ſafely to 
port. I think Waſhington and the Preſident have a right 
to every favour that grateful nations can beſtow, if they 
could once more unite our intereſt, and ſpare the miſeries 
ad devaſtations of war.“ 5 | 
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To Joſeph Reed, private information was communi- June 21 


cated, that it had been intended by Gov. Johnſtone, to 
aer him, that in caſe of his exerting his abilities to pro- 
note a re- union of the two countries, if conſiſtent with 


his 
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his principles and judgment, teri thouſand pounds . 


and any office in the Colonies in his Majeſty's gift. To 
which Mr. Reed replied, „I am not worth purchaſing, 
but ſuch as I am, the King of Great-Britain is not rich 
enough to do it.” | Congreſs ordered all letters, received 
by members of Congreſs from any of the Britiſh commiſ- 
ſioners, or their agents, or from any ſubject of the King 
of Great-Britain, of a public nature, to be laid before 
them. . 'The above letters and information being commu. 
nicated, Congreſs reſolved, « That the ſame cannot but 
be conſidered, as dire& attempts to corrupt their integri- 
ty, and that it is incompatible with the honor of Congreſs 
to hold any manner of correſpondence or intercourſe with 
the ſaid George Johnſtone, Eſquire, eſpecially to negoci- 
ate with him upon affairs in which the cauſe of liberty is 
intereſted.” Their determination, with the reaſons there- 
of, were expreſſed in the form of a declaration, a copy of 
which was ſigned by the Preſident, and ſent by a flag to 
the commiſſioners at New-York. . This was anſwered by 
Governor Johnſtone, by an angry publication, in which he 
denied of explained away, what had. been alleged againſt 
him. Lord Carliſle, Sir Henry Clinton, and Mr. Eden, 
denied their having any knowledge of the matter charged 
on Governor Johnſtone. . 

The commiſſioners failing in theit attempts to negociate 
with Congreſs, had no reſource left, but to perſuade the 
inhabitants to adopt a line of conduct counter to that of 
their repreſentatives. To this purpoſe they publiſhed a 
manifeſto and proclamation, addreſſed to Canary the 
Aſſemblies, and all others the free inhabitants of the Colo- 


nies, in which they obſerved, « The policy, as well as 


the benevolence of Great-Britain, have thus far checked 


the extremes of war, when they tended to diſtreſs a peo- 


ple ſtill conſidered as our fellow- ſubjects, and to deſolate 
a country ſhortly to become a ſource of mutual advan- 
tage: But when that country profeſſes the unnatural de- 
ſign not only of eſtranging herſelf from us, but of mort- 
Baging herſelf and her reſources to our enemies, the whole 
conteſt is changed ; and the queſtion is, how far Great- 
Britain may, by every means in her power, deſtroy or 
render uſeleſs 8 contrived for her ruin, and fot 


the aggrandizement of France. Under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces the ſelf-preſervation muſt direct the conduct 0f 
Great-Britain; and if the Britiſh colonies are to become 


all 
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an acce ſſion to France, will direct her to render that ac- 
ceſſion of as little avail. as poſſible to her enemy.“ | 


Congreſs upon being informed of the deſign of the 


commiſſioners to circulate theſe papers, declared, that the 
agents employed to diſtribute the -manifeſtoes and procla- 
mation of the commiſſioners, were not entitled to protec- 
tion from a flag. They alſo recommended to the ſeveral 
States to ſecure and keep them in cloſe cuſtody, but that 
they might not appear to hood-wink their conſtituents, 
they ordered the manifeſtoes and proclamation to be print- 
ed in the news- papers. The propoſals of the commiſh- 
oners were not more favourably received by - the people 
than they had been by Congreſs. In ſome places the flags 
containing them were not received, but ordered inſtantly 
to depart, in others they were received, and forwarded to 
Congreſs, as the only proper tribunal to take cognizance 
of them. In no one place, not immediately commanded 
by the Britiſh army, was there any attempt to accept, of 
even to deliberate, on the propriety of cloling with the of- 
ters of Britain. h 

To deter the Britiſh from executing their threats of 
lying waſte the country, Congreſs publiſhed to the world 
a reſolution and manifeſto in which they concluded with 
theſe words, : | 

« We, therefore the 3 of the United States of 
America, do ſolemnly declare and proclaim, that if our 
enemies preſume to execute their threats, or perſiſt in 
their preſent career of barbarity, we will take ſuch exem- 
plary vengeance as ſhall deter others from a like conduct. 
We appeal to that God who ſearcheth the hearts of men, 
for the rectitude of our intentions; and in his holy pre- 
ſence we declare, that as we are not moved by any light 
and haſty ſuggeſtions of anger and revenge, ſo through 
every poſſible change of fortune we will adhere to this our 
determination.“ Ws 

This was the laſt effort of Great-Britain, in the way 
of negociation, to regain her colonies. It originated in 
folly, and ignorance of the real ſtate of affairs in Ameri- 
ea. She had begun with wrong meaſures, and had now 
got into wrong time. Her conceſſions, on this occaſion, 
were an implied juſtification of the reſiſtance of the colo- 
niſts. By offering to concede all that they at firſt aſked 
tor, ſhe virtually acknowledged herſelf to have been the ag- 
greſſor in an unjuſt war. Nothing could be more favour- 
idle to the cementing of the friendſhip of the new allies, 

than 
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1778. than this unſucceſsful negociation. The States had an op 
— portunity of evincing the ſincerity of their engagements 


and France abundant reaſon to believe that by preventing 
their being conquered, her favourite ſcheme of leſſening 
the power of Great-Britain, would be ſecured beyond the 
reach of accident. | 1 

After the termination of the campaign of 1777, the 
Britiſh army retired to winter quarters in Philadelphia, and 
the American army to Valley-Forge. The former en. 
joyed all the conveniencies which an opulent city afforded, 
while the latter not half cloathed, and more than once on 
the point of ſtarving, were enduring the ſeverity of a cold 
winter in a hutted camp. It was well for them that the 
Britiſh made no attempt to diſturb them, while in this 
deſtitute condition. 

The winter and ſpring paſſed away without any more 
remarkable events in either army, than a few ſucceſsful 
excurſions of parties from Philadelphia to the neighbouring 
country for the purpoſe of bringing in ſupplies, or de- 
ſtroying property. In one of theſe, a party of the Britiſh 
proceeded to Bordenton, and there burned four ſtore- 
houſes full of uſeful commodities. . Before they returned 
to Philadelphia, they burned two frigates, nine ſhips, fix 
privateer loops, twenty three brigs, with a number of 
ſloops and ſchooners. 

Soon after, an excurſion from Newport was made by 
$00 Britiſh and Heſſians, under the command of Lieut. 
Col. Campbell. Theſe having landed in the night, march- 


May 25. ed next morning in two bodies, the one for Warren, the 


Apr. 13. 
July 9. 


other for the head of Kickemuet river. They deſtroyed 
about 70 flat bottomed boats, and burned a quantity of 
pitch, tar and plank. They alſo ſet fire to the meeting 
houſe at Warren, and ſeven dwelling houſes. At Briſtol 
they burned the church and 22 houſes. Several other 
houſes were plundered, and women were ſtripped of their 
ſhoe-buckles, gold rings, and handkerchiefs. 

A French ſquadron, commanded by Count D'*Eftaing, 
failed from Toulon for America, in about two months 
after the treaty had been agreed upon between the United 
States and the King of France. After a e of 87 
days, the Count arrived at the entrance of the Delaware 
From an apprehenſion of ſomething of this kind, and from 
the proſpect of greater ſecurity, it was reſolved in Great- 
Britain, forthwith to evacuate Philadelphia, and to con- 
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centrate the whole force in the city and harbour of New- 
York. The commiſſioners brought out the orders for 
this movement, but knew nothing of the matter, It had 
in unfriendly influence an their propoſed 'negociations, 
but it was indiſpenſably neceſſary; for if the French fleet 
had blocked up the Delaware, and the Americans beſieged 
Philadelphia, the efcape of the Britiſh from either, would 
have been ſcarcely poſſible. 

The royal army paſſed over the Delaware into New- 
Jerſey. General Waſhington, having penetrated into 
their defign of evacuating Philadelphia, had previouſly 
detached General Maxwell's brigade, to co-operate with 
the Jerſey militia, in obſtructing their progreſs, till time 
ſhould be given for his army to overtake' them. The 
Britiſk were incumbered with an enormous baggage, 
which, together with the impediments thrown in their 
vay, greatly retarded their march. The American 
army having, in purſuit of the Britiſh, croſſed the Dela- 
ware, fix hundred men were immediately detached under 
Colonel Morgan, to reinforce General Maxwell, Waſh- 
ington halted his troops, when they had marched to the 
vicinity of Princeton. The general officers in the Ameri- 
can army, being aſked by the Commander in Chief, « Will 
it de adviſeable to hazard a general action?“ Anſwered in 
the negative, but recommended a detachment of 1500 
ven, to be immediately ſent, to act as occaſion might 
ſerve, on the enemy's left flank and rear, This was im- 
£ wediately forwarded under General Scott. When Sir 
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1 24. 


Henry Clinton had advanced to Allen-Town, he deter- 


Iſland, to draw towards the ſea-coaſt and to puſh on to- 
wards. Sandy-Heok. General Waſhington on receiving 


C 
mined inſtead of keeping the direct courſe towards Staten- 
j 
i intelligence that Sir Henry was proceeding in that directi- 
r 


on towards Monmouth Court-houle, ty 24ne 1000 


men under General Wayne, and ſent the Marquis de la 
Fayette to take command of the whole advanced corps, 
vith orders to ſeize the firſt fair opportunity of attacking 
the enemy's rear. General Lee who having been lately 
exchanged had joined the army, was offered this com- 
mand, but he declined it, as he was in principle againſt 
bazarding an attack. The whole army followed at a pro- 
per diſtance, for ſupporting the advanced corps, and 
reached Cranberry the next morning. Sir Henry Clin- 
on ſenſible of the approach of the Americans, placed 
lis grenadiers, light-infantry and chaſſcurs in his 4 
an 


F 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


1778. and his baggage in his front. General Waſhington increx. 


ed his advanced corps with two brigades, and ſent Gen. 
Lee, who now wiſhed for the command, to take charge of 
| the whole, and followed with the main army to give it ſup. 

port. On the next morning orders were ſent to to 
move on and attack, unleſs there ſhquld be powerful reaſons 
to the contrary, When Waſhington had marched about 
five miles to ſupport the advanced corps, he found the whole 
of it retreating by Lee's orders, and without baving made 
any oppoſition of conſequence. Waſhington rode up to 
Lee and propoſed certain queſtions to him, which implied 
cenſure. Lee anſwered with warmth and unſuitable lan- 
guage, The Commander in Chief ordered Colonel Stew. 
art's and Lieutenant Colone] Ramſey's battalions, to form 


on a piece of ground, which he judged ſuitable for giving 2 


check to the advancing enemy, Lee was then aſked if he 
would command on that ground, to which he conſented, 
and was ordered to take proper meaſures for checking the 
enemy, to which he replied, & your orders ſhall be obeyed, 
and I will not be the firſt to leave the field.” Waſhington 
then rode to the main army, which was formed with the 
utmoſt expedition, A warm cannonade immediately com- 


menced, between the Britiſh and American 2 and 


a heavy firing between the advanced troops of the Britiſh 
army, and the two battalions which General Waſhin 
had halted. Theſe ſtood their und, till they were in- 
termixed with a part of the Britiſh army. Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Ramſey the commander of one of them, was wound- 
ed and taken priſoner. General Lee continued till the 
laſt on tne field of battle, and brought off the rear of the 
retreating troops. | | 
The check the Britiſh received, gave time to make a 
diſpoſition of the left wing, and ſecond line of the Ameri- 
can army in the wood, and on the eminence to which Lee 
was retreating, On this, ſome cannon were placed by 
Lord Sterling, who commanded the left wing, which with 
the co-operation of ſome parties of infantry, effeCtually 
topped the advance of the Britiſh in that quarter. Gene- 
ral Greene took a very advantageous poſition, on the right 
of Lord Sterling. The Britiſh attempted to turn the left 
flank of the Americans, but were repulſed. They allo 
made a movement to the right, with as little ſucceſs, for 
Greene with artillery diſappointed their deſign. Wayne 
advanced with a body of troops, and kept up fo ſevere and 
well directed a fire, that the Britiſh were ſoon compelled 
| to 
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to give Way.” They retired and took the u which 
Lee had before occupied. Waſhington reſolved to attack 
them, and ordered General Poor to move round upon their 
right, and General Woodford to their left; but they could 
not get within reach, before it was dark. Theſe remained 
on the ground, which they had been directed to occupy 
during the night, with an intention of attacking early 
next morning, and the main body lay on their arms in the 
field to be ready for ſupporting them. General Waſh- 
ington repoſed himſelf in his cloak, under a tree, in hopes 
of renewing the action the next day. But theſe hopes were 
fruſtrated ; the Britiſh troops marched away in the night, in 
ſuch flence, that General Poor, though he lay very near 
them, knew nothing of their departure. They left behind 
them, four officers and about forty privates, all ſo badly 
wounded, that they could not be removed, Their other 
wounded were carried off. The Britiſh purſued their 
march without further interruption, and ſoon reached the 
neighbourhood of Sandy-Hook, without the loſs of either Tune 30 
their covering party or Daggage. The American Gene- 3% 
| farther purſuit of the royal army, and ſoon 
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ral declined 
after drew off his troops to the borders of the North river. 

The loſs of the Americans, in killed and wounded, was - 

about 250. The loſs of the royal army, incluſive of pri- 
' ſoners, was about 350. Lieutenant Colonel Monckton, 

one of the Britiſh lain, on account of his. ſingular merit, 

was ' univerſally lamented, Colonel Bonner of Pennſylva- _ 
nia, and Major Dickenſon of Virginia, officers highly eſ- ', 
teemed by their country, fell in this engagement. The 

emotions of the mind, added to fatigue in a very hot day, 

brought on ſuch a fatal ſuppreſſion of the vital powers, 

that ſome of the Americans, and- 59 of the Britiſh, were 

ſound dead on the field of battle, without any marks of vio- 

lence upon their bodies. | | 

Itis probable, that Waſhington intended to take no far- 

ther notice of Lee's conduct in the day of action, but the 

latter could not brook the expreſſions uſed by the former 

at their firſt meeting, and wrote him two paſſionate letters. 

Fhis occaſioned his being arreſted, and brought to trial. 

The charges exhibited againſt him were — i ſt. For diſobe- 

dience of orders, in not attacking the enemy on the 28th of 
| June, agreeable to repeated inſtructions. 5 ö 

2dly. For miſbehaviour before the enemy, on the ſame 
dy, by making an unneceſlary, diſorderly and ſhameful 


retreat, | 
3dly, For 
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3dly, For diſreſpect to the Commander in Chief in two 
letters. After a tedious hearing before a court- martial 
which Lord Sterling was preſident, Lee was found guilty 
and ſentenced to be ſuſpended from any command in the 
armies of the United States, for the term of one year, bu 
the ſecond charge was ſoftened by the court-martial, who 
in their award only found him guilty of miſbehaviour he. 
fore the enemy, by making an unneceſſary and in ſome few 
inſtances a diſorderly retreat. Many were diſpleaſed with 
this ſentence. They urgued © that by the tenor of Lee's 


orders, it was ſubmitted to his diſcretion, whether to at- 


tack or not, and alſo, that the time and manner were to he 
determined by his own judgment. That at one time he in- 
tended toattack, but altered his opinion on apparently good 
rounds. That the propriety of an attack conſidering the 
— of the Britiſn cavalry, and the openneſs of the 
round was very queſtionable. That though it might have 
diſtreſſed the enemy's rear in the firſt inſtance ; it would pro- 
bably have brought on a general action, before the advanc- 
ed corps could have been ſupported by the main body, 
which was ſome miles in the rear.” If ſaid they © Lee's 
judgment was againſt attacking the enemy, he could not be 
guilty of diſobeying an order for that purpoſe,which was ſuſ- 
pended on the condition of his own approbation of the mea 
ſure.” They alſo agreed that a ſuſpenſion from command 
was not a ſufficient puniſhment for his crimes, if really guil- 
ty. They therefore inferred a preſumption of his innocence 
from the lenient ſentence of his judges. Though there was 
a diverſity of opinions relative to the firſt and ſecond charges, 
all were agreed in pronouncing him guilty of diſreſpe& to 
the Commander in Chief. The Americans had formerly 
idoliſed General Lee, but ſome of them now went to the op- 
ſite extreme, and pronounced him treacherous or deficient 
in courage, though there was no foundation for either of 
theſe ſuſpicions. His temper was violent, and his impati- 
ence of ſubordination had led him often to quarrel with thoſe 
whom he was bound to reſpect and obey ;- but his courage 
and fidelity could not be queſtioned. | | 
Soon after the battle of Monmouth, the American 
army took poſt at the White-Plains, a few miles beyond 
Kingſbridge and the Britiſh though only a few miles diſ- 
tant, did not moleſt them. They remained in this poſiti- 
on from an early day in July, till a late one in the autumn 
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ind then the Americans retired to Middle-Brook in Jerſey, 1778. 
where they built themſelves huts in the fame manner a 
had done at V alley-forge. Fey l 
7. mediately on the departure of the Britiſh from Phila- 
delphia, Congreſs, after an abſence of nine months, re- 
turned to the former ſeat of their deliberations. Soon after 
their return, they were called upon, to give a public 
audience to a Miniſter Plenipotentiary from the Court of 
France. The perſon appointed to this office, was M. Ge- 
rard, the ſame who had been employed in the negociations 
antecedent to the treaty. The arrival and reception of a 
miniſter from France, made a ſtrong impreflion on the 
minds of the Americans. They felt the weight and im- 
portance to which they were riſen among nations. That 
the ſame ſpot, which in leſs than a century, had been 
the reſidence of ſavages, ſhould become the theatre on 
which, the repreſentatives of a new, free and civilized na- 
tion, gave a public audience to a Miniſter Plenipotentiary, 
from one of the oldeſt and moſt powerful kingdoms of Eu- 
rope, afforded ample materials for philoſophic contemplati- 
on. That in leſs than three years from the day, on which 
an anſwer was refuſed by Great Britain to the united ſup- 
plications of the colonifts, praying for peace, liberty and 
ſafety, they ſhould as an Ml x. xr bo people, be honoured 
with the reſidence of a miniſter from the Court of France, 
exceeded the expectation of the moſt ſanguine Americans. 
The patriots of the new world revolved in. their minds theſe 
tranſaQions, with heart-felt ſatis faction, while the devout 
were led to admire that Providence, which had in ſo ſhort 
a ſpace, ſtationed the United States among the powers of 
the earth, and cloathed them in robes of Sovereignty, . 
The Britiſh had but barely completed the removal of 
their fleet and army, from the Delaware and Philadelphia 
to the harbour and city of New-York, when they received 
intelligence, that the French fleet was on the coaſt of Ame- 
rica, Count D*Eftaing had with him twelve ſhips of the 
line and three frigates. Among the former, one carried o 
guhs, another 80 and fix 74 guns each, Their firſt object 
F was the ſurpriſe of Lord Howe's fleet in the Delaware, but 
they arrived too. late. In naval hiſtory, there are few more 
4 marrow eſcapes than that of the Britiſh fleet on this occaſion. 
t conſiſted only of ſix 64 gun ſhips, three of 50, and two 
4 of 40, with ſome frigates and loops. Moſt of theſe Ron 
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been long on ſervice, and were in a bad condition. The 


OS! force, when compared with that of the French fleet, 


July 1 . 


was ſo greatly inferior, that had the latter reached the 
mouth of the Delaware, after a leſs tedious paſſage, their 
capture, in the ordinary courſe of events, would have been 
inevitable. This ſtroke was providentially prevented, by 
the various hindrances, which retarded D'Eſtaing in his 
voyage to the term of 87 days, in the laſt eleven of which, 
Lord Howe's fleet, not only quitted the Delaware, but 
reached the harbour of New-York. D'Eſtaing, diſap- 
pointed in his firſt ſcheme, purſued and appeared off 
Sandy-Hook. American pilots of the firſt abilities, provid. 
ed for the purpoſe, went on board his fleet. Among them 
were perſons, whoſe circumſtances placed them above the 
ordinary rank of pilots. _ 

The ſight of the French fleet raiſed all the active paſ- 
ſions of their adverfaries. Tranſported with indignation 
againſt the French, for interfering in what they called a 
domeſtic quarrel, the Britiſh diſplayed a ſpirit of zeal 
and bravery which could not be exceeded. A thouſand 
volunteers were diſpatched from their tranſports to man 
their fleet. 'The maſters and mates of the merchantmen 
and traders at New-York, took their ſtations at the 
with the common ſailors. Others put to ſea in light vel- 
ſels, to watch the motions of theirenemies. The officers 
and privates of the Eritiſh army, contended with ſo much 
eagerneſs to ſerve on board, the men of war as marines, 
that it became neceſſary to decide the point of honour by 
lor. | | 

The French fleet came to anchor, . and continued with- 
out the Hook for eleven days. During this time the 
Britiſh had the mortification of ſeeing the blockade of 
their fleet, and the capture of about 20 veſſels under Eng- 
liſh colours. On the 22d, the French fleet appeared un- 
der weigh. It was an anxious moment to the Britiſh. 
They ſuppoſed that Count D'Eſtaing would force his way 
into the harbour, and that an engagement would be the 
conſequence, Every thing with them was at ſtake. No- 
thing leſs than deſtruction or victory would have ended 
the conteſt. If the firſt had been their lot, the vaſt fleet 
of tranſports and victuallers and the army muſt have 
fallen. The pilots on board the French fleet, declared it 
to be impoſſible to carry the large ſhips thereof over the 
bar, on account of their draught of water. D'Eftaing on 


that account and by the advice of Gen. Waſhington, M 
x the 
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the Hook and failed 23 By his departure the 1778. 
Britiſh had a ſecond eſcape, for had he remained at the wy 
Hook but a few days longer, the fleet of Admiral Byron July 22. 
muſt have fallen into his hands. That officer had been 
ſent out to relieve Lord Howe who had ſolicited to be 
recalled, and the fleet under his command had been ſent 
to reinforce that which had been previouſly on the coaft 
of America, Admiral Byron's ſquadron had met with 
bad weather, and was ſeparated in different ſtorms. It 
now arrived, ſcattered, broken, ſickly, diſmaſted or 
otherwiſe damaged. Within eight days after the de- 
parture of the French fleet, the Renown, the Raiſonable, 
the Centurion, and the Cornwall, arrived fingly at Sandy- 

The next attempt of Count D'Eſtaing was againſt 
Rhode-Iſland, of which the Britiſh had been in poſſeſſion 
ſince December, 1776. A combined attack againſt it 
vas projected, and it was agreed that General Sullivan 
ſhould command the American land forces. Such was 
the eagerneſs of the people to co-operate with their new 
allies, and ſo confident were they of ſucceſs, that ſome 
thouſands of volunteers engaged in the ſervice. The 
militia of Maſſachuſetts was under the command of Gen. 
Hancock. The royal troops on the iſland, having been 
ately reinforced, were about 6000. Sullivan's force was 
about 10,000. Lord Howe followed Count D'Eſtaing, 1 
and came within ſight of Rhode - Iſland, the day after the | 
French fleet entered the harbour of New-Port. The 
Britiſh fleet exceeded the French in point . of number, 
but was inferior with reſpect to effective force and weight 
of metal. On the appearance of Lord Howe, the French 
Admiral put out to ſea with his whole fleet, to engage 
him. While the two commanders were exerting their 
taval {kill to gain reſpectively the advantages of poſition, 
a ſtrong gale of ers came on which afterwards increaſ- 
ed to a tempeſt, and greatly damaged the ſhips on both 
ides. In this conflict of the elements, two capital French 
ſhips were diſmaſted. The Languedoc of go guns, 
DEſtaing's own ſhip, after loſing all her maſts and her rud- 
der, was attacked by the Renown of 50 guns, commanded 
by Capt. Dawſon. The ſame evening the Preſton of 50 
guns, fell in with the Tonnant of 80 guns with only her 
minmaſt ſtanding, and attacked her with ſpirit, but 
dight put an end to the engagement. Six fail of the 

French ſquadron came up in the night, which 8 
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1778. difabled ſhips from any farther attack. There was ng 


leſs in the ſtorm than their adverſaries, yet enough t 
make it neceſſary for them to return to New-Y ork, for 


the purpoſe of refitting. The French fleet came to an. 


chor, on the 20th, near to Rhode-Iſland, but failed on 
the 22d, to Boſton. Before they failed, General Gr 
and the Marquis de la Fayette went on board the Lan. 


guedoc, to conſult on meaſures proper to be purſued, 
_ 'Fhey- urged D'Eſtaing to return with his fleet into har. 


bour but his principal officers were oppoſed to the meaſure, 
and proteſted againſt it, He had been inſtructed to go to 
Boſton, if his fleet met with any misfortune. His off. 
cers inſiſted on his ceaſing to proſecute the expedition 
againſt Rhode-Iſland, that he might conform to the or. 
ders of their common ſuperiors, Upon the return of 
General Greene and the Marquis de la Fayette, and their 
reporting the determination of Count D'Eſtaing, a pro- 
teſt was drawn up and ſent to him, which was ſigned 
by John Sullivan, Nathaniel Greene, John Hancock, I. 
Glover, Ezekiel Cornel, William Whipple, John Tyler, 
Solomon Lovell, Jon. Fitconnell. In this they proteſted 
againſt the Count's taking the fleet to Boſton, as dero- 
gatory to the honour of France, contrary to the intention 
of his Moſt Chrittian Majeſty, and the intereſt of his na. 
tion, and deſtructive in the higheſt degree to the welfare 
of the United States, and highly injurious to the alli- 
ance formed between the two nations. Had D'Eſtaing 
proſecuted his original plan with the harbour, either be- 
fore or immediately after the purſuit of Lord Howe, the 
reduction of the Britiſh poſt on Rhode-Iſland would have 
been probable, but his departure in the firſt inſtance to 


engage the Britiſh fleet, and in the ſecond from Rhode- 


Hand to Boſton, fruſtrated the whole plan, Perhaps 
Count D'Eſtaing, hoped by ſomething brilliant to efface 
the impreſſions made by his late failure at New-York. 
Or he might have thought it imprudent to ſtake his whole 
fleet, within an harbour poſſeſſed by his enemies. 
After his ſhips had ſuffered both from the battle and 
the ſtorm, the letter of his inftruftions—the importubity 
of his officers, and his anxiery to have his ſhips . ſpeedily 
refitted, might have weighed with him to fail directly for 


Boſton. Whatever were the reaſons which induced his 


adoption of that meaſure, the Americans were greatly 


diflatisfied, They complained that they had 3 
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rreat expence and danger, under the proſpe& of the moſt 
effective co-operation that depending thereon, they had 


/ 


jon, they were expoſed to particular danger.— That 
in this ſituation, they were firſt deſerted, and afterwards 
totally abandoned, at a time, when by perſevering in the 
iginal plan, they had well grounded hopes of ſpeedy ſuc- 
Under theſe apprehenſions, theſe diſcontented mi- 
litia went home in lach crowds, that the þ — army 
which remained, was in danger of being cut off from a re- 
treat. In theſe embarraſſing circumſtances, General Sul- 
livan extricated himſelf with 5 pary and ability. He be- 
ran to ſend off his heavy artillery and baggage on the 26th, 
and retreated from his lines on the night 
had been that day reſolved in a coo of war, to remove 
to the north end of the _ r their camp, ſecure a 
communication with the main, an 
could be known whether the French fleet would return to 
their aſſiſtance. The Marquis de la Fayette by deſire of his 
aſſociates ſet off for Boſton, to requeſt the ſpeedy return of 
the French fleet. To this the Count D*Eſtaing would not 
conſent, but he made a ſpirited offer to lend the troops under 
his command, and co- operate with the American land forces 
againſt Rhode-Iſland. 4.4 

Sullivan retreated with great order, but he had not been 
five hours at the north end of the iſland, when his troops 
were fired upon by the Britiſh, who had purſued them on 
diſcovering their retreat. The purſuit was made by two 
parties and on two roads, to one was oppoſed Col. He 
B. Livingſton, and to the other John Laurens, Aid de 

to Gen. Waſhington, and'each of them had a com- 

of light troops. In the firſt inſtance, theſe light 

troops were compelled by ſuperior numbers to give way, 

but they kept up a retreating fire. On being reinforced 

they gave their purſuers a check, and at Jength repulſed 

By degrees the action became in ſome reſp e- 

neral, and near 1200 Americans were engaged. The loſs 
on each ſide was between two and three hundred. 

Lord Howe's fleet with Sir Henry Clinton and about 
4000 troops on board, being ſeen off the coaſt, General 
dull van concluded immediately to evacuate Rhode-Ifland. 
As the centries of both armies were withia 400 yards of 
ach other, the greateſt caution was neceſſary. To co- 
rer the deſign of retreating, the ſhew of reſiſtance and 

Vol. II. d Coutinuance 


ſued their lives on an iſland, where without naval pro- 


Auguſt, 


the 28th. It 


hold the ground till it 
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tal commiſſion, of Lieutenant Colonel, in teſtimony of the 


ed on this occaſion, was excelled by his republican magna- 


. cans, yet their arrival was of great ſervice to thei cauſe. 


23 


continuance on the iſland was kept up. The retreat was 
made in the night, and moſtly completed by twelve o'clock, 
Towards the laſt of it the Marquis de la Fayette returned 
from Boſton. He had rode thither from Rhode Iſland, a dif- 
tance of near 70 miles in 7 hours, and returned in ſix andi 
half. Anxious to partake in the engagement, his mortif- 
cation was not little at being out of the way on the day be- 
fore. He was in time to bring off the picquets, and other 
parties, that covered the retreat of the American army, 
This be did in excellent order. Not a man was left behind, 
nor was the ſmalleſt article loſt. 7 | 

The bravery and good conduct of John Laurens diſplay. 


nimity, in declining a military commiſſion which was con- 
ferred on him, by the repreſentatives of his country. Con- 
greſs refolved, that he ſhould be preſented with a continen- 
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ſenſe which they entertained of his patriotic and ſpirited ſer- 
vices, and of his brave conduct in ſeveral actions, parti 
cularly that of Rhode-Iſland on the 29th of Auguſt. 

On the next day he wrote to Congreſs a letter, expreſſ. 
ing © his gratitude for the unexpected honor which they 
were pleaſed to confer, on him, and of the ſatisfaction it 
would- have afforded him, could he have accepted it with- 
out injuring. the rights of the officers in the line of the 
army, and doing an evident injuſtice to his colleagues, in 
the family of the Commander in Chief. That having been 
a ſpectator of the convulſions occaſioned in the army by 
diſputes of rank, he held the tranquillity of it too dear, to 
be inſtrumental in diſturbing it, and therefore intreated 
Congreſs to ſuppreſs their reſolve, ordering him the com- 
miſſion of Lieutenant Colonel, and to accept his ſincere 
thanks for the intended honor.” 

_ With the abortive expedition to Rhode-Iſland, there was 
an end to the plans, which were in this firſt campaign pro- 
jected by the allies of Congreſs, for a co-operation. 

Americans had been intoxicated with hopes of the molt 
deciſive advantages, but in every inſtance they were dilap- 
pointed. Lord Howe with an inferiority of force, not on. 
ly preſerved his own fleet, but counteracted and defeated 
all the views and attempts of Count D'Eſtaing. The 
French fleet gained no direct advantages for the Amett- 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
yiction to their minds, that his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſt 
was {ſeriouſly diſpoſed to ſupport them. The good = 
of their new allies was manifeſted to the Americans, and 
though it had failed in producing the effects expected from 
it, the failure was charged to winds, weather, and una- 
voidable incidents. Some cenſured Count D'Eftaing, but 
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while they attempted to conſole themſelves, by throwing 


blame on him, they felt and acknowledged their obligation 
to the French nation; and were encouraged to perfevere in 
the war, from the hope that better fortune would attend 
their future co-operation. 

Sir Henry Clinton __ that the Americans had left 
Rhode-Ifland, returned to New- Vork, but directed Gen. 


Grey to proceed to Bedford and the neighbourhood; where Sept. 5+ 


ſeveral American privateers reſorted. On reaching the 
place of their deſtination the General's party landed, and 
in a few hours deſtroyed about 70 fail of ſhipping, beſides 
z number of ſmall craft. They alſo burat magazines, 
wharfs, ſtores, warehouſes, veſſels on the ſtocks, and a conſe 


derabie number of dwelling houſes. The buildings burn« 


ed in Bedford, were eſtimated to be worth £20,000 ſter · 
ling. The other articles deſtroyed were wortn much more, 
The royal troops proceeded to Martha's vineyard. There 
y deſtroyed a few veſſels, and made a requiſition of the 
militia arms, the public money, 300 oxen and 2000 ſheep, 
which was complied with. | 
A ſimilar expedition under the command of Capt. Fer- 
n, was about the fame time undertaken againſt Little 
gg-Harbour, at which place the Americans had a num- 
ber of privateers and prizes, and alſo ſome falt-works. ' Se- 
veral of the veſſels got off, but all that were found were 
deſtroyed, Previous to the embarkation of the Britiſh 


from Egg-Harbour for New-York, Capt. Ferguſgn with - 


250 men, ſurpriſed and put to death about fifty of a party 
of the Americans, who were poſted in the vicinity, The 
attack being made in the night, little or no quarter was 
given. | 
The loſs ſuſtained by the Britiſh in theſe ſeveral excur- 
hons was trifling, but the advantage was conſiderable, 


from the ſupplies they procured, and the check which was 


given to the American privateers. 


One of the moſt diſaſtrous events which occurred 
tis period of the campaign, was the ſurpriſe and maſſa - 
cre of an American regiment of light dragoons, com- 
manded by Licut. Col. * While employed in a de- 
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1778. tached ſituation, to intercept and watch a Britiſh foraging 
— party; they took up their Jodging in a barn near T 
e 


officer, who command 
them, was Major Gen. Grey. He acquired the name of 
the « No flint General,” from his common practice of 
ordering the men under his command, to take the flints 
out of their muſkets, that they might be confined to the 
uſe of their bayonets. A party of militia, which had been 
ſtationed on the road, by which the Britiſh advanced, quit- 
ted their poſt, without giving any notice to Col. Baylor. 
This diſorderly peer” was the occaſion of the diſaſter 
which followed, Grey's men proceeded with ſuch filence 
and addreſs, that they cut off a ſerjeant's ' patrol without 


noiſe, and ſurrounded old Taapan without being diſcovered, 


They then ruſhed in upon Baylor's regiment, while they 
were in à profound ſleep. Incapable of defence or reſiſt. 
ance, cut off from every proſpect of ſelling their lives dear, 
the ſurpriſed dragoons ſued for quarters. Unmoved by 
their ſupplications, their adverſaries applied the bayonet 
and continued its repeated thruſts, while objects could be 
found, in which any ſigns of life appeared. A few eſcap- 
ed, and others, after having received from five to eleven 
bayonet wounds in the trunk of the body, were reſtored, 
in a courſe of time, to perfect health. Baylor himſelf was 
wounded, but not dangerouſly : He loſt, in killed, wound- 
ed and taken, 67 privates out of 104. About 40 were 
made priſoners. Theſe were indebted, for their lives, to 
the humanity of one of Grey's Captains, who gave quarters 
to the whole fourth troop, though contrary to the orders of 
his ſupertor officers. The circumſtance of the attack being 
made in the night, when neither order nor diſcipline can be 
obſerved, may apologiſe in ſome degree, with men of a certain 


deſcription, for this bloody ſcene. It cannot be maintained, 
that the laws of war require that quarters ſhould be given 


in ſimilar aſſaults, but the lovers of mankind muſt ever con- 
tend, that the laws of humanity are of ſuperior obligation to 
thoſe of war. The truly brave will ſpare when reliſtance 
ceaſes, and in every cafe where it can be done with ſafety. 
The perpetrators of ſuch actions may juſtly be donominat- 


ed the enemies of refined ſociety. As far as their example 


avails, it tends to arreſt the growing humanity of modem 
times, and to revive the barbariſm of Gothic ages. On 


* theſe principles, the maſſacre of Col. Baylor's hs ana” 


—— oe 
the party which ſurpriſed , 
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Ge ſubject of much complaint. The particulars of it were 
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aſcertained, by the oaths of ſundry credible witneſſes, taken ... 


before Gov. Livingſton of Jerſey, and the whole was ſub- 
mitted to the judgment of the public. e ant 
In the ſummer of this year, an expedition was under- 
taken againſt Eaſt- Florida. This was reſolved upon, with 
the double view of protecting the State of Georgia from de- 
predation, and of cauſing a diverſion. - Gen, Rob. Howe, 
who conducted it, had under his command about 2000 men, 
a few hundred of which were continental troops, and the 
remainder militia of the States of South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia. They proceeded as far as St. Mary's river, and without 
any oppoſition of conſequence. At this place, the Britiſh 
had erected a fort, which, in compliment · to Tonyn, Go- 
yernor of the province, was called oy his name. On the 
approach of General Howe, they deſtroyed this fort, and 
after ſome ſlight ſkirmiſhing, retreated towards St. Auguſ- 
tine. The Raon was more fatal to the Americans than 
any oppoſition they experienced from their enemies. Sick- 


neſs and death raged to ſuch a degree that an immediate 


retreat became neceſſary; but before this was effected, they 
loſt nearly one fourth of their whole number. 

The royal commiſſioners having failed in their attempts to 
induce the Americans to reſume the character of Britiſh ſub- 
jects, and the ſucceſſive plans of co-operation between the 
new allies having alſo failed, a ſolemn pauſe enſued. It would 
ſeem as if the commiſſioners indulged a hope, that the citi- 
zens of the United States, on finding a diſappointment of 
their expectations from the French, would reconſider and ac- 
cept the offers of Great-Britain. Full time was given, both 
for the circulation of their manifeſto, and for — its 
effects on the public mind, but no overtures were to 
them from any quarter. The year was drawing near to 2 
cloſe, before any intereſting expedition was undertaken, 
With this new. era, a new ſyſtem was introduced. Hi- 
thertothe conqueſt of the States had been attempted by pro- 
ceeding from north to ſouth : but that order was henceforth 


1778. 


inverted, and the ſouthern ſtates became the principal theatre, 


on which the Britiſh conducted their offenſive operations. 
Georgia being one of the weakeſt States in the union, and 
a the fame time abounding in proviſions, was marked out 
5 the firſt object of renewed warfare, Lieut. Col. Camp- 
bell, an officer of known courage and ability em 


barked 1778. 
from Nov, 27. 
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Dec. 23. 


ed a heavy fire from a ſmall party under Capt. Smi 


militia, between the landing-place and the town of Savan - 


men, under the con 
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from New- Vork, for Savannah, with a force of about 2000 
of ſome ſhips of war commanded 
by Commodore Hyde Parker. To make mote ſure of ſuc- 
ceſs in the enterpriſe, Major Gen. Prevoſt who command. 
ed the royal forces in Eaſt-Florida, was directed to ad- 
vance with them into the ſouthern extremity of Georgia. 
The fleet that ſailed from New-York, in about three weeks 
effected a landing near the mouth of the river Savannah. 
From the landing place a narrow cauſeway of {ix hundred 
yards in length, with a ditch on each fide, led. through a 
ſwamp. A body of the Britiſh light infantry moved for- 
ward along this cauſeway. On their advance wn ya 

fied 
for the purpoſe of impeding their paſſage. Capt. — 
was killed, but the Britiſh made their way good, and com- 
pelled Capt. Smith to retreat. General Howe, the Ameri- 
can officer to whom the defence of Georgia was committed, 
took his ſtation on the main road, and poſted his little army, 
conſiſting of about O continentals and a few hundred 
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nah, with the river on his left and a moraſs in front. This 
diſpoſition announced great difficulties to be overcome, 
before the Americans could be diſlodged. - While Col. 
Campbell was making the neceſſary arrangements for this 
purpoſe, he received intelligence from a negro, of a private 
path through the ſwamp, on the right of the Ameticans, 
which-lay in ſuch a ſituation that the Britiſh troops might 
march through it unobſerved. - Sir James Baird, with the 
light infantry, was directed to avail himſelf of this path, in 
order to turn the right wing of the Americans and attack 
their rear. As ſoon as it was ſuppoſed that Sir James Baird 
had cleared his paſſage, the Britiſh in front of the Ameti- 
cans, were directed to advance and engage. Howe, find- 
ing himſelf attacked in the rear as well as in the front, or- 
dered an immediate retreat. The Britiſh purſued with 
great execution: Their victory was complete. Upwards 
of 100 of the Americans were killed. Thirty eight officers, 
415 privates, 48 pieces of cunnon, 23 mortars, the fort 
with its ammunition and ſtores, the ſhipping in the river, 4 
large quantity of proviſions with the capital of G 

were all, in the ſpace of a few hours in the poſſeſſion of the 
conquerors. The broken remains of the American army 
retreated up the river Savannah for ſeveral mites, and — 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 
wok ſhelter by croſſing into South-Carolina, ' Agreeably 
. Prevoſt had marched from Eaſt- 
Florida, about the ſame time that the embarkation took 
from New-York, After encountering many dif- 
keulties, the King's troops from St. Auguſtine reached the 
inhabited parts of Georgia, and there heard the welcome 
tidings of the arrival and ucceſs of Col. Campbell. Sa- 
vatinah having fallen, the fort at Sunbury ſurrendered, 
General Prevoſt marched to Savannah, and took the com- 
mand of the combined forces from New-York and St. Au- 
guſtine. Previous to his arrival, 4 proclamation had been 
ifſued, to encourage the inhabitants to come in and ſub- 
mit to the conquerors, with promiſes of protection, on con- 
dition that with their arms they would ſupport royal go- 
yerment. : | | 
Lieut. Col. Campbell ated with great _ in ſecur- 
ing the ſubmiſſion of the inhabitants. . He 
ſhort time, and with comparatively a few men, towards 
the re-eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh intereſt, than all the ge- 
peral officers who had preceded him. He not only ex- 
tirpate& military oppoſition, but ſubverted. for ſome time 
every trace of republican goyernment, and paved the way 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of a royal legiſlature. Georgia 
ſoon after the reduction of its capital exhibited a fingular 
ſpectacle. It was the only ſtate of the union, in which 
after the declaration of independence, a legiſlative body was 
convened: under the aythority of the Crawn of Great-Bri- 
tain. The moderation and prudence of Lieut. Col. Camp- 
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did more in a 


hell were more ſucceſsful in reconciling the minds of the 


citizens to their former conſtitution, than the ſevere mea- 
ſures which had been generally adopted by other Britiſh 


The errors of the firſt years of the war forced on Con- 
preſs ſome uſeful reforms, in the year 1778. The inſuffi- 
ciency of -the proviſion, made for the ſupport of the officers 
of their army, had induced the reſignation of between two 
and three hundred of them, to the great injury of the ſervice, 
From a conviction of the juſtice and policy of making 
commiſfions valuable, and from reſpect to the warm, but 
dilinterefted recommendations of Gen, Waſhington, Con- 
preſs reſolved „ That half-pay ſhould be allowed to their 
officers, for the term of ſeven years, after the expiration of 
their ſervice,” This was, afterwards extended to the end of 
their lives, And finally, it was commuted for full pay for five 
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years. Reſignations were afterwards rare, and the States 


reaped the benefit of experienced officers continuing in ſer- 
vice, till the war was ended. | 
A ſyſtem of more regular diſcipline was introduced in- 
to the American army, by the induſtry, ability and judici- 
ous regulations of Baron de Stuben a moſt excellent diſci- 
plinarian, who had ſerved under the King of Pruſſia. A 
very important reform 3 in the medical department, 
cers, to diſcharge the directing 
and purveying buſineſs of the military hoſpitals, which had 
been before united in the ſame hands. Dr. Ruſh was prin- 
cipally inſtrumental, in effecting this beneficial alteration. 
Some regulations, which had been adopted for limiting the 


prices of commodities, being found not only impracticable, 


but injurious, were aboliſhed. | 

A tew detached events, which could not be introduced 
without interrupting the narrative of the great events of the 
campaign, ſhall cloſe this chapter. 

Cap. James Willing, in the ſervice of the United States, 
arrived, with a few men from Fort-Pitt, at the Natches, a 
Britiſh ſettlement in Weſt-Florida. He ſent out parties, 
who, without any reſiſtance, made the inhabitants priſo- 


ners. Articles of agreement were entered into, between 


them and Capt. Willing, y which they promiſed to obſerve 
2 neutrality in the 2 conteſt, and in return it was en- 
paged that their property ſhould be unmoleſted. 
he Randolph, an American frigate of 36 guns and 
305 men, commanded by Capt. Biddle, having failed on a 
cruiſe from Charleſtown, fell in with the Yarmouth of 64 
guns, and engaged her in the night. In about a quarter 
of an hour, the Randolph blew up. Four men only were 
ſaved, upon a piece of her wreck. Theſe had ſubſiſted 
for four days on nothing but rain water, which they ſucked 
from a piece of blanket. On the 5th day, Capt. Vincent 
of the Yarmouth, though in chaſe of a ſhip, on diſcovering 
them, ſuſpended the chaſe and took them on board. Capt. 
Biddle, who periſhed on board the Randolph, was univer- 
ſally lamented. He was in the prime of life, and had ex- 
cited high expectations of future uſefulneſs to his country, 
as a bold and ſkilful naval officer. 
Major Talbot took the Britiſh ſchooner Pigot, of $ 
twelve pounders, as ſhe lay on the eaſtern fide of Rhode- 
Iſland. The Major, with a number of troops on * 
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es WW (mall veſſel, made directly for the Pigot in the night, and 1778. 

- WF {ſtaining the fire of her marines, reſerved his own till he , " 
had run his jibb-boom through her fore-ſhrouds. He 

\- en fired ſome cannon, and threw in a volley of muſque- 

1- oF try, loaded with bullets and buck-ſhot, and immediate- 

y boarded her. The Captain made a L reſiſtance, 

AW but he was not ſeconded by his crew. ajor Talbot ſoon 

gained undiſturbed poſſe in on, and carried off his prize in 

ſafety. Congreſs as a reward of his merit, preſented him 

with the commiſſion of Lieutenant Colonel. 


c HAP. XVII 


8 | Campaign of 1779. 
1 the year 1979, the Britiſh ſeem 
to have aimed at little more in the States to the 

northward of Carolina, than diſtreſs and depredation. 
Having publicly announced their reſolution of making 
« The colonies of as little avail as poſſible to their new 
connections,” they planned ſundry expeditions, on this 
principle. | - 

One of theſe conſiſting of both a naval and land force, 
was committed to Sir George Collyer and Gen. Matthews, May 10. 
who made a deſcent on Virginia. They failed for Portſ- 
mouth, and on their arrival took poſſeſſion of that de- 
fenceleſs town. The remains of Norfolk on the oppoſite 
fide of the river, fell of courſe into their hands, The 
Ameticans burned ſome of their own veſſels, but others 
were made prizes by the invaders. The Britiſh guards 
marched 18 miles in the pight, and arriving at Suf- 
folk by morning proceeded to the deſtruction of veſ- 
ſels, naval ſtores, and of a large magazine of proviſi- 
ons, which had been depoſited in that place. A fimilar 
deſtruction was carried on at Kemp's landing, Shepherds- 
golport, Tanners Creek, and other places in the vicini- 
ty. The frigates and armed veſſels were employed on 
the ſame buſineſs along the margin of the rivers. Three 
thouſand hogſheads of tobacco were taken at Portſmouth. 
Lvery houſe in Suffolk was burnt except the church, 
and one dwelling-houſe. The houſes of ſeveral private 
gentlemen in the country, ſhared the ſame fate. Above 
| 139 
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130 veſſels were either deſtroyed or taken. All that ven 
upon the ſtocks were burned, and every thing relative to 
the building or fitting of ſhips, was either carried off or de- 
ſtroyed. The fleet and army after demoliſhing Fort Nel. 
ſon, and ſetting fire to the ſtore-houſes, and other public 
buildings in the dock-yard at Goſport, embarked from 
Virginia, and returned with their prizes and booty fafe 
to New-York, in the ſame month in which they had left 
it, This expedition into Virginia diſtreſſed a number of 
its inhabitants, and enriched the Britiſh forces, but was 
of no real ſervice to the royal cauſe. It was preſumed 
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would be brought to reflect on the advantages of ſubmit- 
ting to a power, againſt which they had not the means 
of defending themſelves ; but the temper of the times was 
unfavourable to theſe views. Such was the high toned 
ſtate of the American mind, that property had compara- 
tively loſt its value. It was faſhionable to ſuffer in the cauſe 
of independence. Some hearty whigs gloried in their 
lofles, with as much pride as others gloried in their poſ- 
ſeſſions. The Britiſh ſuppoſing the Americans to be in- 
fluenced by the conſiderations which bias men in the 
languid ſcenes of tranquil life, and not reflecting on the 
facrifices which enthuſiaſtic patriotiſm is willing to make, 
procceded in their ſchemes of diſtreſs ; but the more ex- 
tenfively they carried on this mode of warfare, the more 
obſtacles they created to the re-union of the empire, In 
about five weeks after the termination of the expedition 
to Virginia, a ſimilar one was projected againſt the ex- 
poſed margin of Connecticut. Gov. Tryon was appointed 
to the command of about 2600 land forces, employed 
on this buſineſs and he was ſupported by General Garth, 
The tranſports which conveyed theſe troops, were cover- 
ed by a ſuitable number of armed veſſels, commanded by 
Sir George Collyer. They proceeded from New-York, 
by the way of Hell-gate, and landed at Eaſt-Haven, 
The royal commanders made an addreſs to the inhabi- 
tants, in which they invited them to return to their duty 
and allegiance, and promiſed protection to all who ſhould 
remain peaceably in their uſual place of reſidence, except 
the civil and military officers of the government. | 
alſo ſtated . that their property lay ſtill within the graſp 
of that power, whoſe lenity had perſiſted in its mild and 
noble efforts, though branded with the moſt unworthy im- 


putation, That the exiſtence of a ſingle houſe on their 
defencelcls 
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ngratitude, That 
wer, afforded a ſtriking monument of their mercy, 
ad therefore ought to ſet the firſt example of returning 
to their allegiance.” REL $1927 023 1 
One of the many addrefles, from which the above extract 
x taken, was ſent, hy a flag co Col. Whiting of the mi- 
ia near Fairfield. The Col. was allowed an hour for 
his ariſwer, but he had ſcarcely time to read it before the 
vn was in flames. He nevertheleſs returned the fol- 
bwing anſwer, Connecticut, —_— nobly dared to take 
p arms againſt the cruel deſpotiſm 
the flames having preceded the anſwer to your flag, they 
vill perſiſt to oppoſe to the utmoſt, the power exerted 
inſt injured innocence.” The Britiſh marched from their 
landing to New- Haven. The town on their entering it, 
ws delivered up to promiſcuous plunder, a few . inſtances 
protection excepted. Ihe inhabitants were ſtripped 
of their houſhold furniture and other moveable property. 
The harbour and water-ſide was covered with feathers, 
which were diſcharged from opened beds. An 
citizen who laboured under a natural inability .of ſpeech, 
had his tongue cut out by one of the royal army. Aﬀer 
perpetrating"every ſpecies of enormity, but that of burn- 
ng houſes, the invaders ſuddenly re-imbarked and pro- 
weded by water to Fairfield. The militia of that place 
md the vicinity, poſted themſelves at the court-houſe 
geen, and gave conſiderable annoyance to them, as they 
mre advancing, but ſoon retreated to the height back of 
de town. On the approach of the Britiſh the town was 
macuated. by moſt of its inhabitants. A few women re- 
mined with the view of ſaving their 23 They 
imagined, that their ſex would protect them. They alſo 
rpoled con ſidence in an enemy who they knew had been 
brmerly famed for humanity and n but they 
litterly repented their preſumption. Parties of the royal 
umy entered the deſerted houſes of the inhabitants, 
broke open deſks, trunks, cloſets and cheſts, and took 
wery thing of value that came in their way. They rob- 
ted the women of their buckles, rings, bonnets, aprons 
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guage, threatened their lives, and preſented the bay- 
ets to their breaſts. A ſucking infant was plundered 
« part of its cloathing, while the bayonet was preſented 
V the breaſt of its mother, Towards evening, they be- 
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1 to burn the houſes, which they had previouſly plu 

red, The women begged General Tryon to ſpare'y 
town. Mr. Sayre, the epiſcopal miniſter, who had ſuffer 
ed for his attachment to the royal cauſe, joined the 
men in their requeſts, but their joint ſupplications were 
diſregarded. They then begged, that a few houſes might 
be ſpared for a general ſhelter, This was at firſt denied 
but at length "Tryon conſented to fave the buildings of 
Mr. Burr and of Mr. Elliot, and alfo ſaid, that the hou 
for public worſhip ſhould be ſpared. . After his departure 
on the next morning with the main body, the rear guard 
conſiſting of German yaugers ſet fire to every thing which 
Tryon had ſpared, but on. their departure the inhabitants 
extinguiſhed the flames, and ſaved ſome of the houſes. 
The militia were joined by numbers from the count 
which ſucceſſively came in to their aid, but they were tos 
few to make effectual oppoſition. - 4 

The Britiſh in this excurſion, alſo burned Eaſt- 
Haven, and the greateſt part of Green's farms, and' the 
flouriſhing town of Norwalk. A conſiderable number of 
ſhips, either . finiſhed or on the ſtocks; with whale-beats 
and a large amount of ſtores and merchandiſe, were de- 
ſtroyed. Particular accounts of theſe devaſtations were, 
in a ſhort time, tranſmitted by authority to Congreſs, 
By theſe it appeared that there were burnt at Norwalk 
two houſes of public worſhip, 80 dwelling-houſes, 8) 
barns, 22 ſtores, 17 ſhops, 4 mills and 5 veſlels; and 
at Fairfield two houſes of public worſhip, 15 dwellings 
houſes, 11 barns and ſeveral ſtores. There were at the 
fame time a number of certificates tranſmitted. to Gen. 
Waſhington, in which ſundry perſons of veracity bote 


cruelty, committed on aged perſons, women and priſoners, 
Congreſs, on receiving fatisfaftory atteſtation of the f. 
vages of the Britſh in this and other ſimilar expeditions, 
reſolved “ Fo direct their marine committee to take the 0 
moſt effectual meaſures, to carry into execution their ma- 
nifeſto of October 3oth 1778, by burning or deſtroying WF " 
the towns belonging to the enemy in Great-Britain or the Wl t 
Weſt-Indies; but their reſolve was never carried into ei- b 

5 t 


The elder citizens of the United States, who had grown t 
up with habits of love and attachment to the Britiſh na- 
tion, felt the keeneſt ſenſations of regret, when they con- 
traſted the years 1759 and 1779. Ihe former was 55 | 
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to boaſt of the rs of their common country, 
wt the latter filled them with diſtreſs, not only for what 
hey ſuffered, but for the degradation, of à country they 
evered as the natal ſoil of their forefathers. The one 
mobled the Britiſh name with the conqueſt of Crown- 
Point, Oſwego, Montreal, Quebec and the whole pro- 
fignce of Canada. The other was remarkable only, for 
he burning of magazines, ſtore-houſes, dock-yards, the 
owns of Fairfield and Norwalk, and for the general 
iftreſs of a defenceleſs peaſantry. 
The fires and deſtruction which accompanied this expe- 
nts dition, were l cenſured by the Americans, and 
pologiſed for by the Britiſh in a very unſatisfactory man- 
der. The latter in their vindication, alleged that the 
wol houſes which they had burned gave ſhelter to the Ameri- 
cans, while they fired from them, and on other occaſions 
concealed their retreat. | 
Tryon, who was a civil Governor as well as a General, 
undertook the juſtification of the meaſure, on principles 
as of policy. „1 ſhould be very ſorry” faid he © if the 


de- Lbeſtruction of theſe villages would be thought leſs recon- 
re, cileable with humanity, than the love of my country, 
fs, WF my duty to the King, and the laws of arms. The uſurp- 
alk ers have profeſſedly placed their hopes of ſevering the em- 
pre, in avoiding deciſive aftions—upon the waſte of the 
nd WY Britiſh treaſures, and upon the eſcape of their own pro- 
8 jeſt Quring the protracting of the war. Their power 
he i ſupported by the general dread of their tyranny and 
en. threats, practiſed to inſpite a credulous multitude with 4 
re WY preſumptuous confidence in our forbearance; I wiſh to 
nd WF detect this deluſion.” Theſe devaſtations were the ſub- 
rs. WI ject of an elegant poem, written on the ſpot a few days 
a- WT after, by Col. Humphries. 

15, While the Britiſh were proceeding in theſe deſolating 
he WI operations, General Waſhington was called upon for con- 
a- WF tinental troops, but he could ſpare very few. He durſt 
vg WI not detach largely, as he apprehended that one deſign of 
de WH the Britiſh in theſe movements was to draw off a pro- 


portion of his army from Weſt-Point, to favour an in- 
tended attack on that important poſt, General Parſons, 
though cloſely connected with Connecticut, and though 
from his ſmall force he was unable .to make ſucceſsful 
oppoſition to the invaders, yet inſtead of preſſing Gene- 
W Waſhington for a large detachment of continental 


troops, 
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troops, wrote to him as follows, “ The Britiſh may pro. 
bably diſtreſs the country exccedingly, by the ravages 
will commit, but I would rather ſee all the towns on #6 
coaſt of my country in flames, than that the enemy ſhould 
poſſeſs Weſt-Point.” | 

The inhabitants feared much more than they ſuffered 
They expected that the whole margin of their coun. 
try, 120 miles in extent, would ſuffer the fate of Fair. 


field and Norwalk. The ſeaſon of the year added much 


Aga 


to their difficulties, as the cloſe attention of the farmers 
to their harveſting could not be omitted, without hazard. 
ing their ſubſiſtence, Theſe fears were not of long du- 
ration. In about ten days after the landing of the Bri. 
tiſh troops, an order was iſſued for their immediate re. 
turn to New-York. This they effected, in a ſhort time, 
and with a loſs ſo inconſiderable, that in the whole expe. 
dition, it did not exceed 150 men. 

While the Britiſh were ſucceſsfully making theſe defy]. 
tory operations, the American army was incapable of co. 
vering the country. The former, e by means of 
their ſuperior marine force, the command of the nume- 
rous rivers, bays and harbours of the United States, had 
it in their power to make deſcents where they pleaſed, 
with an expedition that could not be equall:d by the 
American land forces. Had General Waſhington divided 
his army, conformably to the wiſhes of the invaded citi- 
Zens, he would have ſubjected his whole force to be cut up 
in detail, It was therefore his uniform. practice, to riſque 
no more by way of covering the country than was con- 
ſiſtent with the general ſafety. 

His army was poſted at ſome diſtance from Britiſh head 
quarters in New-York, and on both ſides of the North 
river. The advance thereof conſiſting of 300 infantry and 
150 cavalry, under the command of Colonel Anthony 
Walton White, patroled conſtantly, for ſeveral months, 
in front of the Britiſh lines, and kept a conſtant watch 
on the Sound and on the North river. This corps had 
ſundry ſkirmiſhes with parties of the Britiſh, and was 
particularly uſeful in checking their excurſions, and in 
procuring and communicating intelligence of their move- 
ments. 

About this time, General Putnam, who had been ſta- 
tioned with a reſpectable command at Reading in Con- 
necticut, when on a viſit to his out- poſt at Horſe- Neck, 


was attacked by Governor Tryon, with about 1500 = 
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with a few of his officers, advanced and reconnoitred 
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General Putnam had only a picket of 150 men, and two 17% 
ion field pieces without horſes or drag-ropes. He how 
ever planted his cannon on the high ground, near the 
meeting-bouſe, and by ſeveral fires retarded the advanc- 
ing enemy, and continued to make oppoſition. till, he 
perceived the enemy's horſe, ſupported the infantry, 
were about to charge. General Putnam after ordering the 
picket to provide for their ſafety, by retiring to a ſwamp 
nacceſſible to horſe, plunged down the precipice at the 
church. This is ſo ſteep as to have artificial ſtairs, com- 
poſed of nearly one hundred ſtone ſteps, for the accom- 
modation of foot paſſengers. The dragoons ſtopped ſhort, - if 
without venturing down the abrupt declivity, and before 2 . 
they round the brow of the hill, Putnam was far j 
enough beyond their reach; of the many balls that were | ſ 
fired at him, all miſſed except one, which went through . 
his hat. He proceeded to Stamford, and having ſtrength- | 


ened his picket with ſome militia, faced about and purſued 
Governor Tryon on his return. 

The campaign of 1779, though barren of important 
events, was diſtinguiſhed by one of the moſt gallant en- 
terpriſes which took place in the courſe of the war, 
This was the capture of Stoney-Point, on the North-Ri- 
ver, General Wayne, who had the honour of conducting 
this enterpriſe, ſct out at the head of a ſtrong detach- 
ment of the - moſt active infantry in the American army 
at noon, and completed a march of about 14 miles, over 
bad roads, by eight o'clock in the evening. The detach- 
ment being then within, a mile and a half of its object, 4 
was halted and formed into columns. The General, Pc 5 | 

| 


the works. At half paſt eleven, the whole moved for- 
ward to the attack, The van of the right, conſiſting of 
150 volunteers under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
Fleury, advanced with unloaded muſkets, and fixed bayo- 
nets. "Theſe were preceded by 20 picked men, who were 
particularly inſtructed to remove the abbatis and other 
obſtructions. The van of the left was led by Major 
Stewart, and advanced with unloaded muſkets and fixed 
dayonets. It wag alſo preceded by a fimilar ſorlorn hope. 
The General placed himſelf at the head of the right co- 
lumn, and gave the moſt pointed orders not to fire, but 
to depend ſolely on the bayonet. The two columns di- 
rected their attacks to oppoſite points of the works, while 
a detachment engaged the attention of the garriſon, by 
a feint 
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1779. a feint in their front. The approaches were more diff. 
cult than had been apprehended. The works were de. 
fended by a deep moraſs, which was alſo, at that time, ei 
overflowed by the tide. Neither the moraſs, the double row and 
of abbatis, nor the ſtrength of the works, damped the ard e 
of the aſſailants. In the face of a moſt tremendous fire of = 
muſquetry, and of cannon loaded with grape-ſhot, they 
forced their way, at the point of the bayonet, through Ce 
every obſtacle, until both columns met in the centre of MM” 
the works, at nearly the ſame inſtant, General Wayne as 
he paſſed the laſt abbatis, was wounded in the head by poſ 
a muſket ball, but nevertheleſs inſiſted on being carried Por 
forward, adding as a reaſon for it, that if he died he ft 
wiſhed it might be in the fort.” Lieutenants Gibbons IM. 
and Knox, who led the forlorn hope, eſcaped unhurt, Poi. 
although the firſt loſt 1 men out of 20, and the laſt W"" 
nearly as many. The killed and wounded of the Ame. WV"! 
ricans amounted to 98. The killed of the garriſon Mh 
were 63, and the number of their priſoners 543. Two N 
flags, two ſtandards, 15 pieces of ordnance, and a con- Het 
fiderable quantity of military ſtores, fell into the hands I be 
of the conquerors. The vigour and ſpirit, with which ub 
this enterpriſe was conducted, was matter of triumph to ber 
the Americans. Congreſs gave their thanks to General dee 
Waſhington © For the vigilance, wiſdom and magnanimity Wi 
with which he had conducted the military operations of Won 
the States, and which were among many other ſignal in- dale 
ſtances manifeſted in his orders for the above enterpriſe.” Ned 
They alſo gave thanks to General Wayne, and ordered a {Wa 
medal, emblematical of the action, to be ſtruck, and one bun 
of gold to be preſented to him. They directed a ſilver n 
one to be preſented to Lieut. Colonel Fleury, and alſo to {Wide 
Major Stewart. At the ſame time, they paſſed general 1 
reſolutions in honour of the officers and men, but par- Wa 
ticularly deſignating Lieut. Col. Fleury, Major Stewart, Witt 
Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox. To the two latter and Witte 
alſo to Mr. Archer, the General's volunteer aid-de-camp, WW ner 
they gave the rank of Captain. The clemency ſhewn bot 
to the vanquiſhed, was univerſally applauded. The cul- uro 
toms of war, and the recent barbarities at Fairfield and Wit; 
Norwalk, would have been an apology for the conque- tou 
rors, had they put the whole garriſon to the ſword, but ire 
the aſſailants, no leſs generous than brave, ceaſed to de- er 
ſtroy as ſoon as their adverſaries ceaſed to reſiſt. Upon i 
the capture of Stoney-Point, the victors turned its _ bar 
| y ( 
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ery againſt Verplank's-Point, and fired upon it with ſuch: 1779. | 
effeft, that the ſhipping in its vicinity cut their cables 
and fell down the river. As ſoon: as the news of theſe 
events reached New-York, pr tions were inſtantly 
made to relieve the latter poſt:and to recover the former. 
| by no. means accorded with the cautious prudence. of 
Gen, Waſhington, to riſque an engagement for either or 
for both of them. He therefore removed the cannon and, 
ores, deſtroyed the works, and evacuated the captured 
pot. Sir Henry Clinton regained poſſeſſion of Stoney- 
Point, on the third day after its capture, and placed in it 
z ſtrong garriſon, vn 4 
The ſucceſsful enterpriſe of the Americans at Stoney- 
Point, was ſpeedily followed by another, which equalled 
tin boldneſs of deſign, This was the ſurpriſe of the 
Britiſh garriſon at Powles-Hook, oppoſite to New-York, 
which was effected by Major Lee with about 350 men. July 19. 
Major Sutherland the commandant, with a number of 7 ge 
Heſſians got off ſafe to a ſmall block-houſe on the left of 779. 
the fort, but about 30 of his men were killed and 160 
taken priſonets. The loſs of the Americans was jnconſi- 
derable. Major Lee in conformity to the orders he had 
received, made an immediate retreat, without waiting to 
deſtroy either the barracks or the artillery. Congreſs 
honored him with their thanks, and ordered a medal of 
gold, emblematical of the affair to be ſtruck, and preſent- 
ed to him as a reward for his prudence, addreſs and 
bravery.” They alſo paſſed reſolutions applauding his 
humanity, and expreſſing their high ſenſe of the good 
conduct of his troops, and at the ſame time ordered a con- 
lderable donative in money, to be diſtributed among them. 
Theſe advantages were more than counterbalanced, by 
a unſucceſsful attempt, made by the ſtate of Maffachu- 
ſets, on a Britiſh poſt at Penobſcot. Col. Macleane by 
the direction of Sir Henry Clinton, landed with a detach- 
nent of 650 men from Hallifax, -on the banks of. Penob- Jun. 16 
tot river, in the eaſtern confines of New-England, and * * * 
proceeded ſoon after to conſtruct a fort in a well choſen 
ltvation. This occaſioned an: alarm at Boſton, To 
wunteract the eſtabliſhment of the poſt, vigorous mea- 
res were reſolved upon. That armed. veſſels, -tran- 
forts and ſailors, might be ſecured for an expedition, 
mach was immediately projected for this purpoſe, an em- 
argo for 40 days was laid by the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, 
n all their ſhipping. A conſiderable armament conſiſt- 
Vox. II. E e ing 
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flame. Hoſtilities between the fleets of France a5 
Great- Britain, were carrying on in both the Indies 3% 


His moſt Catholic Majeſty was alſo, about this na, 
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ing of 18 armed veſſels heſides tranſports, us fitted out 


with extraordinary expedition, and put under the com. 
mand of Com. Saltonſtal. The largeſt veſſel in this fleet 
was the Warren of 32 gung, rü and 14 pounders. The 
others varied from 24'to 1a guns. A body of land forces 
commanded by Gen. Lovel, embarked on this expedition, 
On the 25th: of — the American fleet conſiſting of 5 
fail appeared off Penobſcot. Col. Macleane had four days 
before gained information, of what was intended againſt 
him. This induced him to redouble his exertions in 
ftrengthening his fort, which was in an anfiniſhed ſtate, 
Two of the baſtions were untouched, The remaining 
two were in no part above 4 or 5 feet high. The ditch 
was only about 3 feet deep. There was no platform laid, 
nor any artillery mounted. The American general on his 
landing, ſammoned the colonel to furrender, which being 
refuſed, he proceeded to erect a battery at the diſtance of 
750 yards. A cannonading commenced, and was kept 
up for about a fortnight, but without any conſiderable ei. 
fect. While the beſiegers were making. preparation for 
an aſſault, 'which they had in immediate contemplation 
Sir George Collyer appeared full in view, with a ſqua 
dron for the relief of the . garriſon. He had failed fron 
Sandy-Hook, on hearing of the intended attack on Co 
Macleane's party, and in about 11 days arrived in the 
river Penobſcot. His marine forces conſiſted of the Rai 
ſonable of 64 guns and five frigates. The Americans at 
firſt: made a ſhew of reſiſtance, but they intended ne 
more than to give the tranſports time to move up the 
river, that the troops might have an opportunity of land 
ing, and making their eſcape. The ſuperior force and 
weight of metal of the Raiſonable was irreſiſtable, and 
the eſcape of the Americans was impracticable. A ge 
neral flight on the one fide, and a general chaſe on the 
other took place, Sir George deſtroyed and took 17 « 
18 armed veſſels, The American ſoldiers and ſailors ha 
to return a great part of their way by land, and to explo 
their route through thick woods. en 
While the war languiſhed as to great objects in tb 
country where it originated, it was raging on /a, new eie 
ment, and involving diſtant countries in its wide ſpreadi 
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7 to take a decided ben with France againſt Sante 1779 - 
To the ſurpriſe of Many, the Marquis D'Almadovar Jun. — 


6 
8 the Spaniſh ambhaſſador delivered a manifeſto to Lord Viſ- 
$ nt Weymouth, amounting to a declaration of war 
. 1100 Great - Britain. This event had often been pre- 
7 2 5 by the minority in the Britiſh parliament, but diſ- 
WH believed by the miniſtry. The latter reaſoned © chat 
i Spain could have no intereſt in joining their adverſaries 
WH That ſhe had colonies of her ,own, and could not ſet 
ſobad an example to them, as to give any countenance: 
$I to che Americans. It was alſo faid that Spain was na- 
turally attached to Grezt-Britain, znd unable to enter into 
„r They were. ſo far impoſed upon by their eager- 
neſs to effect the conqueſt of the United States, as to 
believe that to he true which they wiſhed to be ſo. The 
erent proved that the politics of ſovereigu powers, are not 
reducible to fixed principles. Sometimes one intereſt 
daſhes with another, and it is not always the caſe that 
de ſtrongeſt prepongerates. Whether the influence of 
the French counſels, or the proſpect of ten, Gibral- 
tr, Jamaica and the two Floridas, or the preſſuxe of recent 
mjuries determined the court of Spain te adopt this mea - 
fure it is impoſſible with certainty to decide, but circum- 
ances make it probable, that the hope of - regaining 
Gibraltar and Jamaica, was the principal inducement... 

The fituation of Great · Britain, was at this time trulx 
lilrefling. She was weakened and diſtracted in a domeſtic 
canteſt, in which. victory produced no ,adyantages, but 
defeat all its natural effects. In the midſt of this waſting 
wonteſt, in which her ability to reduce her revolted colo- 
nes, though without foreign aid was douptful, ſhe was 
luddenly inyolyed in a new. and much more dangerous war 
wich one of the greateſt powers in Europe. At this very 
ime while ſhe was engaged in this double warfare, again& 
Ad friends and od enemies, his moſt Catholic Majeſty 
uded his force to that of her numerous foes, 

Ia this ſituation a direliction of the American war, was 
rommended by ſome leading characters in the nation, but 
rr bat kind was overtruled, and aſſurances 

om both houſes of Parliament, were given to his Majeſty 
o ſupport him in carrying on the war aginſt all his 


From theſe events which only affected the United States 
bv bs they rale [the embarraſſments of | Great- 
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Britain, I return to relate the tranſactions which took 
place within their own limits. In the year 1779, though 


the war was carried on for little more than diſtreſs or de- 


predation in the northern ſtates, the re- eſtabliſhment of 
Britiſh government was ſeriouſly attempted in Carolina 
and Georgia, After the reduction of Savannah, a great 
part of the ſtate'of Georgia was reftored to the King's 
peace, The royal army in that quarter was ſtrengthened 
by a numerous re-inforcement from Eaſt Florida, and 
the whole was put under the command of Major General 
Prevoſt, The force then in Georgia gave a ſerious alarm 
to the adjacent ſtates. There were at that time but few 
continental troops in Georgia, or South-Carolina, and 
{carce any in North-Carolina, as during the late tran- 
quillity-in the ſouthern ſtates, they had been detached to 
ſerve in the main army commanded by Gen. Waſhington, 
A body of militia was rajſed and ſent forward by North- 
Carolina to aid her neighbours. Theſe joined the conti- 
nental troops, but not till they had retreated out of Geor- 
gia, and taken poſt in South-Carolina. Towards the cloſe 
of the year 1778, Gen. Lincoln, at the requeſt of the 
delegates of South-Carolina, was appointed by Congrefs, 
to take the command of their ſouthern army. 

This conſiſted only of a few hundred continentals. To 
ſupply the deficiency of regular Toldiers, a conſiderable 
body- of militia was ordered to join him, but they added 
much more to his numbers than to his effective force. 

They had not yet learned the implicit obedience necel- 
fary for military operations. Accuſtomed to activity on 
their farms, they could not bear the languor of an en- 
campment. Having grown up in habits of freedom anc 
independence, they reluctantly ſubmitted to martial dil. 
ciplitie, The royal army at Savannah being reinforce 
by the junction of the troops from St. Auguſtine, v 
in condition to extend their poſts. Their firſt object 
to take poſſeſſion of Port-Royal, in South-Carolina, Ma 
jor Gardiner with two hundred men being detached with 
this view, landed on the iſland, but General Moultrie 3 
the: head of an equal number of Americans, in whicl 
there were only nine regular ſoldiers, attacked and drove 

him off it. This advantage was principally gained by te 
+ Held pieces, which were well ſerved by a party of Charle 
town militia artillery. The Britiſh loſt almoſt all the! 
officers. | The Americans had eight men killed and! 
wounded. Among the former, was Lieutenant Benjam! 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION. : 
k Wilkins an artiflery officer of great merit, and a citizen of 
h diſtinguiſhed virtue, whoſe early fall deprived a numerous 
\_ © fiily of their chief ſupport, He was the firſt officer of 
of South-Carolina who loſt his life in ſupporting its inde- 
pendence. This repulſe reſtrained the Britiſh from at- 
tempting any immediate enterpriſe to the northward of 
's Savannah, but they fixed poſts at Ebenezer, and Auguſta, 
1 I 20d extended themſelves over a great part of Georgia. 
'4 BW They alſo endeavored to ſtrengthen "themſelves by rein. 
1 forcements from the tories, in the. weſtern ſettlements of 
Georgia and Carolina. NC e eee 
Emiſſaries were ſent among the inhabitants of that deſ- 
4 dgiption, to encourage them to a general inſurrection. 
They were aſſured that if they embodied and added their 
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0 force to that of the King's army in Georgia, they would 
© have ſuch a decided ſuperiority as would make a ſpeedy 


h. ffurn to their homes practicable, on their own terms. 
Several hundreds of them accordingly rendezvouſed, and 
ſet off to join the royal forces at Auguſta. Among thoſe 
who called themſelves loyaliſts, there were many of the 
he moſt infamous characters. Their general complexion 
was that of a plundering banditti, more ſolicitous for 
booty, than for the honor and intereſt of their royal maſ- 
To ber. At every period before the war, the weſtern wilder- 
ble neſs of theſe States which extended to the Miffiſſip i, af- 
ed forded an aſylum for the idle or diſorderly, who diſreliſn- 
ed the reſtraints of civil ſociety. While the war raged, 


e. the demands of militia duty and of taxes contributed 
of much to the peopling of thoſe remote ſettlements, by 
en- dolding out proſpects of exemption from the control of 
ad government. Among theſe people the royal emiſfaries 


had ſucceſsfully planted the ſtandard of loyalty, and of 
that claſs was à great proportion of thoſe, who in the 
upper country of the Carolinas and e called 
themſelves the King's friends, They had no ſooner em- 
bodied and begun their march to join the royal army at 
Auguſta, than they commenced ſuch a ſcene of plunder- 
ing of the defenceleſs ſettlements through which they 


oppoſe them. Col. Pickens, with about zoo men of the 
latter character, immediately purfued and came up with 
them, near Kettle-creek, Au action took place, which 
laſted three quarters of an hour. The tories were 9 
routed. About forty of them were killed, and in th 

number was their leader Colonel Boyd, who had been 
ty yy ſectetly 


paſſed, as induced the orderly inhabitants to turn out to 
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dert made a brave reſiſtance, but the ſurvivors of them, 
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* employed by ag authority to collect and hex 
By this the Britiſh were diſconcerted, 
The | tories were diſperſed. Some ran quite off. Others 
went. to. their homes, and. caſt themſelves on the 1 
of their country. Theſe were tried by the laws of South. 
Carolina for offending againſt an act called the ſedition act, 
which had been paſſed fince the revolution for: the ſecurity 
of the new government, Seventy of them were condemned 
to 1 70 * the ſentence was only executed on five of their 


rin 
che the Britiſh extended their poſts on the Georgia ſide of 
. river, Gen. 1 fixed encampments at Black- 
wamp, and nearly oppoſite to Auguſta on the Carolina 
nde. Rom theſe poſts he formed à plan of crofling into 
Georgia, with the view, of limiting the Britiſh to the 
low country near the otean, In the execution of this 
dehigh, Gen. Aſh with 1 500 North-Carolina militia and 
a few regular troops, after croſſing the river Savannah, 
took a poſition on Briar-creek ; But in a few days he was 
ſurpriſed by Liens Col.. Prevoſt, who having made a cir- 
uitous march of about go miles, came unexpectedly on 
his rear with about oy men. The militia were thrown 
into confuſion, and fled at the firſt; fire. One hundred 
and fifty of the W were killed, and 162 were 
taken. Few had any chance of eſcaping but by croſſing 
the Savannah, in atter >pring which many were drowned. 
Of. thoſe who got off ſafe, a great part returned home. 
The number that rejoined the American camp did not 
exceed 450 men. The few c6ntinenals under Colonel El- 


with their gallant leader, were at laſt compelled to ſur- 
render. This event deprived General Lincoln of one 
fourth of his numbers, and opened a communication be- 
ween the Britiſh, the Indians, and che tories of North 
and South-Carolina. 
Unexperienced i in the art of war, the Americans were 
tubject to thoſe reverſes of fortune, which uſually attend 
oung ſoldiers, Unacquainted with military ſtratagems, 
ebe in diſcipline, and not thoroughly broken to ha- 
bits of implicit obedience, they were ofren ſurpriſed, and 
bad to learn by repeated misfortunes the neceſſity of ſub- 
ordination, and the advantages of watchfulneſs and diſci- 
pline. Their numbers in the field, to thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with European wars, muſt appear inconſidera- 
* but ſuch is the difference of the. ſtate of ſociety ol 
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of the population in the old and new world, that in Ame- 
tude with thoſe, which in Hurops would have callet into 


the feld as many thouſands. The prize contended for 
was nothing leſs than the Sqvergignty of three millions 


of people, and of five hundred millions of, actes of I Tand, 
and yet from the remote ſituation of the ale owers, 
and the thin population of the invaded 8 tes, e pecially 
in the — extreme * the * this 9 8 


03 anatids ſince-..the . of the Br \ 79 1 
to I} occaſioned well founded 2 — up 15 905 
he adjacent States. The militia of Sout Free Was 
us therefore put on a better footing, ron Bir 4 Ie ca- 
ad 
b, 
as 


ralry was raiſed. John Rutledge a Carolinian th e moſt 
diſtinguiſhed; abilities, - was called to the chair of. go vernh- 
ment by an almoſt unanimous. vote, and ii in imifation of 
* the ancient republic of Rome. inveſted, in ee 
with his dauncil, with dictatorial, powers. By virtu of 
his authority, he convened a large body. of the militia 
near the gtdtro of the State, that they might, be 1 * Kon- 
ſtant readanefs: to, march ,whitherſoever public ervice 
required. Ihe. er an of penetrating into Georgia 
was reſumed: e American force was Rationed 
on the north EY ry the Savannah at Purryſbur; UH and 
Black-ſwamp, : while General Lincoln and the man Arm) 
goſſed into: Georgia near , Auguſta, Gengral Prevoff 
availed himſelf of = critical moment, when the Ameri- 
can army had aſcended, 130. miles, towards the; ſource of 
the Savannah, and croſſed, into Carolina over the ſame 
mier near to its mouth, with about 2400 ms, con; 
| ſiderable body of Indians, whoſe poſe Henan the Brit) 
had previouſly ſecured, were aflociated wit e ritt 
on this expedition. The ſaperior 4. — Fa 1 
croſſed Savannah river, ſeon compelled 2 Moul- 
trie, who was charged with the. defence of outh h-Caro- 
lina, to retire! Lincoln on.zecciving information of theſe 
movements, detached 300 of hig light troops to reinforce 
Moultrie: but proceeded with che main army 1 the 
capital of Georgia. He was induced to 72155 Bis ori. 
ginal intention, from an idea (that Wee Frevoſt de 
nothing more than to divert him by a feint og Carolina, 


and becauſe his marc hing down on the ſouth fide of the 
tiver 
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rica, - a few hundreds decided objects of equal magni· 
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river Savannah, would occaſion very little additional delay 
in repairing to its defence, When Lincoln found that 
Prevoſt was ſeriouſly puſhing for Charleſtown, he re-crofled 
the Savannah and purſued him. The Britiſh proceeded 
in their march by the main road near the fea coaſt, with 
but little oppoſition, and in the mean time the American 
retreated before them towards Charleſtown; Gen. Moul. 
trie, who ably conducted this retreat, had ns cavalry to 
check the advancing foe, | Inſtead of his receiving rein- 
forcements from the inhabitants, as he marched through 
the country, he was abandoned by many 'of the militia 
who went to their hommes. Their families and property 
lay directly in the route of che invading army. The ab- 
ſence of the main army under Lincoln, the retreat of 
Moultrie, the plunderings and devaſtations of the inva- 
ders, and above all the dread of the Indian ſavages which 


14} 


came a ſource. of terror to —— From the influence 
of theſe cauſes, many were induced to apply for Britiſh 
protection. New converts to the royal ſtandard endes- 
voured to ingratiate themſelves with their protectors, by 
encouraging them to attempt the reduction of Charleſtown. 
Being in their power, they were more anxious to frame 
intelligence on the idea of what was agreeable, than of 
wht, was true, They repreſented the inhabitants as 

being generally tired of the war, and wiſhing for peace 
at all events. They alſo ſtated that Charleſtown was inca- 
pable of much reſiſtance. + Theſe eircumſtances combin-· 
ed with the facility with which the Britiſh marched 
through the country, induced Gen. Prevoſt to extend his 
lan and puſh for Charleſtown, Had he. deſigned it at 
"ry nd continued his march with the ſame: rapidity 
W 15 . n ich it was begun, the town would probably have 
een cartied A a 1 but he halted two or 


Seinen, for the defence yp." thats: wrt All. the 
bouſes i in its ſuburbs were burnt. Lines and abbatis were, 
in a few days, carried acroſs the peninſula between Aſh- 


ley and Cooper rivers, and eannon were mounted at 


was. unexpected, yet in & few days great © preparations 


proper intervals on its whole extent. Though this viſit 
of the Britiſh, and eſpecially an attack on the land fide, 


were 
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pere made, and a force of 3300 men aſſembled in Char- 1759. 
Ltown for its defence. bet! + tin : Firs 
The main body and baggage of the Britiſh army, be- 
ag left on the ſouth ſide of Aſhley- river, an advanced de- 
achment of goo. men, croſſed the ferry and appeared be- May 11. 
bre the town. In the mean time Lincoln was march- 
ing on us faſt as poſſible, for the relief of Charleſtown, 
but as his arrival was dbubtful and the criſis hazardous, to 
in time was a matter of conſequence. A whole day 
vn therefore ſpent in the exchange of flags. Commiſſi- 
ders from the garriſon were inſtructed. „ to propoſe a 
deutrality during the war between Great-Britain and 
America, and that the queſtion whether the ſtate ſhall be- 
jung to Great - Britain, or remain one of the United States, 
de determined by the treaty of peace between theſe powers,” 
The... Britiſh commanders refuſed this advantageous 
offer, alledging that they did not come in a legiſlative 
capacity, and inſiſted that as the inhabitants and others 
ere in arms, they ſhould ſurrender priſoners of war. 
This being refuſed, the garriſon. prepared for an im- 
nediate aſſault, , but this was not attempted. About 
this time Major Benjamin Huger commanding a. party 
vithout the lines, was through miſtake killed by his 
tountrymen. This was a loſs indeed. The liberality, 
generoſity and public ſpirit, which diſtinguiſhed him as a 
ctizen, added to great political and military talents; ren- 
tered his untimely. death the ſubject of univerſal regret. 
by his fall the-eountry, was deprived of one of its firmeſt 
nd moſt uſeful friends, and the army loſt one of its 
brighteſt ornaments. Prevoſt knowing by an inter cept- 
ed letter, that Lincoln was coming on in his rear, retreat - 
ed from Charleſtown, and filed off with his whole force 
from the main to the iſlands near the ſea that he might 
noid being between two fires. Both armies encamped in 
the vicinity of Charleſtown, watching each others motions | 
till the 2oth of June, when an attack was made with June 20. 
bout 1200 Americans on fix or yoo of the Britiſh, ad- 
nntageouſly poſted. at Stony ferry. The latter had re- 
loubts with a line of commpnication, and field pieces in 
tne intervals, and the whole was ſecured with an abbatis, 
Va preconcerted plan, a feint was to have been made 
tom James Iſland, with a body of Charleſtown militia, at 
he moment when General Lincoln began the attack from 
be main, but, from miſmanagement, they did not reach 
cir, place of deſtination till the action was over. The 
attack 
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' 1779, attack was continued for an hour and twenty minute 
ay and the affailants had the advantage, but the appexrancy 
of a reinforcement, to prevent which the feint from James 
Hand was intended, made their retreat neceffary, Thy 
loſs of the Americans in killed and wounded was about 
150. Among the former was Col. Roberts; an arti 
officer of diftinguiſhed abilities. Having been bred 10 
arms in his native country England, he had been particu. 
larly ſerviceable in diffuſing military knowledge among 
the leſs informed American officers, ':In the ſhort interyd 
between his being wounded and his dying, he was viſited 
on the field of battle by his ſon Captain Roberts, of his 
own regiment, The expiring father preſented his fword 
to his ſon, with an exhortation to behave worthy oſ it, 
and to uſe it in defence of liberty and his country. Aſtet 
a ſhort converſation he deſired him to return to his 
ſtation, adding for reaſon © that there he might be 
but to him he could be of no ſer vice“ 
 Itnmediately after this attack, the American milit 
impatient of abſdnce from their homes returned to their 
plantations, and about the ſame time:the, Britiſh left the 
iſlands adjacent to Charleſtown, retreating; from one tg 
another, till they arrived at Port- royal and g8avannab | A 
confiderable garriſon” wus left at the former place under 
Col. Maitland, but the main body went to Savannah. 
- *Fhis' incurſion into South- Carolina contributed very 
little to the advaricement- of the royal cauſe, but added 
much to the weulth of the officers, ( ſoldiers and followers 
of the Britiſh army and ſtill more to the Uiſtreſſes of the 
inhabitants. "The: forees under the command of Gen. 
Prevoſt ſpread themſttves over a confiderable part of the 
richeſt ſettlements of the ſtate, and where there are tht 
feweſt white inhabitants in proportion to the number of 
ſlaves. There was much to attract, and but little to re- 
fiſt the invaders. Small parties viſited almoſt every houſe, 
and unoppoſed took whatever they. choſe. © They not only 
rifled the inhabitants of houſhold furniture, but of wear- 
ing apparel, money, rings and other perſonal ornaments 
Every place, in their line of march, experienced the 
effects of their rapacity. * nnn, | 
Soon after the affair at Stony, the eomtinental forces 
under the command of Gen. Lincoln retired to Sheldon, 
u beakby ſituation in the vicinity of Beaufort, Boh 
armies remained in their reſpective encawpments, til} the 
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of 4 French fleet dn the coaſt; rouſed the "yu 17751 
duntry to immediate activity. 2 
Count D'Eſtaing having repaired and viddudited his 

bet at Boſton, failed for the Weſt-Indies,' and on the 

kane day Commodore Hothath with five men of war, a Nov. 3. 
bomb veffel and fome es, ſet out from New-York'to 1778. 
amoy a number of tranſſ with Gen. Grant} and $obo 

yen to the fame theatre of navdl operations. 

The Britiſh took St. Lutia; and Count V'Eftaing; took Dec. 30. 
Vincents aid Grenada. Soon after the reduction of 1778. 
the latter; the Count retired to Cape Franeois; Having 
xccived: inſtructions from tht King his maſter to act in July. 
gncert with the forces of the United States, and. being 1779. 
frondgly ſolicited by General Lincoli, Prefidenit Lownds, 
Gov; Rutledge, and Mf. Plombard Conſul of France in 
Charlefown; he filed for the American coritiderit with 
pectation of rendering eflential ſervice, in operating 
main the common enemy. He arrived on the coaſt of 
Georgia,/ with a fleet conſiſting of twenty fail of the line, Sept. 1. 
wo of fifty guns and eleven: frigates. His appearance was 
{ unexpected that the Experiment alan af war; of 30 
puns commanded: by Sir Joe Nene and K con 
Hl no ie RandmGuͥeaeee . „44 
As ſoon ds his arrival on hes any PI vapors General 
lincoln with the army under his command, marciied for 
be vicinity of Savannah, and orders werd given for the 
nilitia df Georgia and Sooth: Carolina to tendezvous:neat 
he ſame place. The Britiſh were tqually diligent in pre- 
paring for their defence. Great numbers were employ- 

u both by day arid night, in ſtrengthening arid-cxtending 
their lines. The American militia fluſhed with the hope 
if perdily expelting the Britiſh from their ſouthern poſſeſ- 
bons, turned put with an alacrity which far ſurpaſſed 
tteir exertions in the prectidg campaign. DEſtaing be- 
bre the arrival Lincoln, demunded the ſurrender of 
be wm to the arms of France. Pretoſt in his anſwer 
tclined ſurrehdering on a general ſummons, and re- 
qelted-that ſpecific terms ſhould be propofed; to which 
ie would give an anſwer. The Count replied that it was 
the part of the beſieged to propoſe terms. Prevoſt then 
iked for a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, for 24 hours, for 
keparing proper terms. This was inconſiderntely grant- 
u. Before the 24 hours elapſed, Licut. Col. Maitland 
— hundred men who had been ſtationed at 


made their way good through many — 
an 


SEN A ATFTKAA & 


S8. FSA KA. FFS 


428 


THE 'HISTORY OF THE 


1779. and joined the royal army en garriſon 
L—y—) encouraged by the arrival of ſo reſpectable a force, de. 


OK. 4. 


termined on reſiſtance. The French and Ameri 

who formed a junction the evening after,, were therefore 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſtorming or beſieging the gar. 
riſon. The reſolution of proceeding by fiege being 
adopted, ſeveral days were conſumed in preparing for it, 
and in the mean time the works of the garriſon were 
hourly ſtrengthened by the labour of ſeveral hundred 
negroes, directed by- that able engineer Major Moncrief, 
The beſiegers opened with nine mortars, thirty ſeven 
pieces of cannon from the land fide, and fifteen from the 
water. Soon after the commencement of the cannonade, 
Prevoſt ſolicited for leave to fend the women and children 
out of town, but this was refuſed, The combined army 
ſuſpected that a defire of ſecreting the plunder, lately 
taken from the South-Carolinians, was covered under the 
veil of humanity. It was alſo preſumed that a refuſal 
would expedite a ſurrender. On a report from the engi- 
neers that a conſiderable time would be neceſſary to re- 
duce the garriſon by regular approaches, it was determin- 
ed to make an aſſault. This meaſure was forced on 
Count D'Eſtaing by his marine officers, who had re- 
monſtrated againſt his continuing to riſł ſo valuable a fleet 
on a dangerous coaſt, in the: hurricane ſeaſon, and at ſo 
great a diſtance from the ſhore, that it might be ſurpriſed 
by a Britiſh fleet, completely. repaired and fully man- 
ned. In a few days the lines: of the befiegers might have 
been carried into the works of the beſieged, but under 
theſe: critical: circumſtances, no farther delay could be ad- 
mitted. To aſſault or raiſe the ſiege was the alternative. 
Prudence would have dictated the latter, but a ſenſe of 
honor determined the beſiegers to adopt the former. 
Two feints were made with the country militia, and 3 


real attack on Spring-hill battery early in the morning, 


with 3500 French troops, 600 continentals, and 350 cf 
the inhabitants of Charleſtown, Theſe boldly marched 
up to the lines, under the command of D'Eſtaing and Lin- 
coln, but a heavy and well directed fire from the batteries, 
and a croſs fire from the gallies, threw the front of then 
columns into confufion. - Two ſtandards were neverthe- 
leſs planted on the Britiſh redoubts. A retreat of the 
aſſailants was ordered, after they had ſtood the enemies 
fire for 55 minutes. Count D'Eſtaing and Count Pulaſk 


were both wounded, The former lightly, _ " 
—S e 
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utter mortally. Six hundred and thirty ſeven of the 1779. 
french, and upwards of 200 of the continentals and mi- 


tia were killed or wounded, Gen. Prevoſt, Lieut. Col, 
Maitland, and Major Moncrief deſervedly acquired great 
reputation by this ſucceſsful defence. The force of the 
garriſon was between 2 and 3000, of which about 150 
were militia, The damage ſuſtained by the beſieged 
ms trifling, as they fired from behind works, and few 
of the affailants fired at all. Immediately after this un- 
fcceſsful aſſault, the militia, almoſt univerſally, went to 
their homes. Count D'Eſtaing reimbarked his troops and 
atillery, and left the continent. 

While the ſiege of Savannah was pending, a remarka- 
dle enterpriſe was effected by Colonel John White of the 
Georgia line. Captain French had taken poſt with about 
100 men near the river Ogechee, ſome time before the 
fiege began. There were alſo at the ſame place 
ſailors on board of five Britiſh veſſels, four of whic 
were armed. All theſe men, together with the veſſels 


and 130 ſtand of arms, were ſurrendered to Cal. White, OR. 1 


Captain Elholm and four others, one of which was the 
Colonel's ſervant. On the preceding night this ſmall party 
kindled a number of fires in different places, and adopted 
the parade of a large encampment. By theſe and a variety 
of deceptive ſtratagems, Capt. French was fully impreſſed 
with an opinion, that nothing but an inſtant ſurrender in 
conformity to a peremptory ſummons, could fave his men 
from being cut to pieces by a ſuperior force, He therefore 
gave up, without making any reſiſtance. 

This viſit of the fleet of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to 
the coaſt of America, though unſucceſsful as to its main 
odject, was not without utility to the United States. It 
diſconcerted the meaſures already digeſted by the Britiſh 
commanders, and cauſed a conſiderable waſte of time, 
before they could determine on a new plan of operations. 
It alſo occaſioned the evacuation of Rhode-Iflaad. But 
this was of no advantage to the United States. For of 
all the blunders committed by the Britiſh in the courſe: of 
the American war, none was greater that their ſtation- 
ing near 6000 men, for two years and eight months, on 
that Iſland, where they were loſt to every purpoſe of co- 
operation, and where they could render very little more 
ſervice to the royal cauſe, than could have been obtain 
by a couple of frigates cruiſing in the vicinity. 5 

The ſiege being raiſed, che continental troops * 
| e 
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ble fibres of men, exhauſted with fatigue and dejetied 
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ed over the river Savannah, The viciſſitudes of an an, 
tumnal atmaſphere made a ſeyere impreſſion on the rity 


by defeat. Ip proportion to the towering hopes, with 


which the expedition was undertaken, was the depreſſion 


of ſpirits ſubſequent to its failure. The Georgia exiles, 
who had aſſemhled from all quarters to repoſſeſs them. 
ſelves of their eſtates, were à ſecond time obliged to flee 


from their country and pofſefions. The moſt gloomy | 


2pprebenſions, reſpecting the Southern States, took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the minds of the people. | | 

Thus ended the ſouthern campaign of 1779, without 
any thing decifive on either fide. After one year, in which 
the Britiſh had over- run the State of Georgia for 150 
miles from the ſea coaſt, and had penetrated as far as the 
lines of Charleſtown, they were xedyced to their original 
limits in Savannah. All their ſchemes of co-operation 
with the tories had failed, and the ſpirits of that claſs of 
the inhabitants, by ſucceſſive diſappointments, were 
thoroughly broken. | 

The campaign of 1779 is remarkable for the feeble 
exertions of the Americans. Accidental cauſes, which 
had previouſly excited their activity, had in great mea- 
ſure ceaſed to have influence. An enthufiaſm for liberty 
made them comparatively diſregard property, and braye 
all danger in the fixſt years of the war. The ſucceſſes gf 
their arms near the beginning of 1777, and the hopes of 
capturing Burgoyne's army in the cloſe of it, together 
with the briſk circulation of a large quantity of paper 
money in good credit, made that year both actiye and 
gecifive. The flattering proſpects inſpired by the alliance 


with France in 1772 baviſhed all fears of the ſucceſs of 


the revolution, but the failure of every ſcheme of co-ope- 
ration produced a deſpondency of mind unfayqurable to 
great exertions. Inſtead of driving the Britzſh out of the 
country, as the Americans vainly preſumed, the campaign 
of 1778 and 1779 terminated. without any direct adyan- 
tage from the French fleet ſent to their aid; Expecting 
too much from their allies, and then failing in theſe ex- 
Pectations, they were leſs prepared to proſecute the war 
from their own reſources, than they would have been had 
DEſtaing not touched on their coaſt, Their army was 
reduced in its numbers, and badly cloathed : In the firſt 
years of the war the mercantile character was loſt in the 
military ſpirit of the times, but in the progreſs of i the 
5 | | inhabitants 
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inhabitants, cooling in their enthuſiaſm, gradually return- 
d to their former habits of lucrative huſineſs. This made 
diſtinction between the army and the citizens, and was un- 
friendly to military exertions. -. While ſeveral foreign 
events tended to the embarraſſmeuts of Great-Britain, and 
indirectly to the eſtabliſhment of independence, a variety 
of internal cauſes relaxed the exertians of the 
md for a time made it doubtful, whether they would 
altimately be independent citizens or conquered ſubjects. 
Among theſe, the daily depreciation of their bills of credit 
held a diſtinguiſhed pre-eminence. This ſo materially 
affected every department as to merit a particular diſcuſſion, 
The ſubject, to prevent an interruption: of the thread of the 
narrative, is treated of in a ſeparate appendix, 


. 
k " 
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PEN DI X, No. II. 


Of Continental Paper Currency. 


J. the modern mode of making war, money is not leſs 
eſſential, than valour in the field, or wiſdom in the 
cabinet. The deepeſt purſe decides the fate of contend- 
ing nations, as often as the longeſt ſword. It early occur- 
red to the founders of the American empire, that the 
eſtabliſhed revenues of Great - Britain, muſt eventually 
overbalance the ſudden and impetuous ſallies of men 
contending for freedom, on the ſpur of the occaſion, and 
without the permanent means of defence; but how to 
remedy the evil, puzzled their wiſeſt politicians. Gold and 
filver, as far as was known, had not a phyſical exiſtence 
in the country, in any quantity equal to the demands of 
war, nor could they be procured from abroad, as the 
channels of commerce had been previouſly ſhut, by the 
voluntary aſſociation of Congreſs to ſuſpend; foreign 
trade. America having never been much taxed in 
any direct way, and being without eſtabliſhed govern- 
ments, and eſpecially as ſhe was contending againſt what 
was lately lawful authority, could not immediately pro- 
ceed to taxation, Beſides as the conteſt yas on the ſub- 
ject of taxation, the laying on of taxes adequate Neg 
aigencies of war, even though it had been practicahle, 


would have been jmpolitic. The only plauſible FR 
A ient 
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dient in their power to adopt, was the emiffion of bills of 
credit repreſenting ſpecie, under a public engagement to 
be ultimately funk by equal taxes, or exchanged for gold 
or ſilver, This practice had been ſimilar from the fir 
ſettlement of the colonies, and under proper reſtrictions 
had been found highly advantageous. Their reſolution 
to raiſe an army in June 1775, was therefore followed by 
another to emit bills of credit, to the amount of two 
millions of dollars. To that ſum on the 25th of the next 
month, it was refolved to add another million. - For 
their redemption they pledged the confederated colonies, 
and directed each colony to find ways and means, to fink 
its proportion and quota, in four annual payments, 
the firſt to be made on or before the laſt of Nav. 1779. 
That time was fixed upon from an expectation, that pre- 
vious to its arrival, the conteſt would be brought to 2 
concluſion. On the 2gth of November, 1775, an eſti. 
mate having been made by Congreſs of the public ex- 
pences already incurred, or likely to be incurred in car. 
rying on their defence till the 1oth of June, 1776, it 
was reſolved to emit a farther ſum of three millions of 
dollars, to be redeemed as the former by four annual 
payments, the firſt to be made on or before the laſt day 
of November, 1773. It was at the ſame time determined, 
that the quotas of bills to be redeemed by each colony, 
ſhould be in à relative proportion to their reſpective 
numbers of inhabitants. This eſtimate was calculated 
to defray expences to the roth of June, 1776, on 
the idea that an accommodation would take place before 
that time. Hitherto all arrangements, both for men and 
money were temporary, and founded on the ſuppoſed 
probability of a reconciliation. ' Early in 1776, Con- 
.greſs obtained information, that Great-Britain had con- 
erated for 16,000 foreign mercenaries, to be ſent over 
for the purpoſe of ſubduing America. This ' enforced 
the neceffity of extending their plan of defence, beyond 
the 1ioth of the next June. They therefore on the 19th 

of February, 1776, ordered four 'millions of dollars to 
be emitted, and on the gth of May and the 224 of July 
following, emitted ten millions more on the fame ſecurity. 
Such was the animation of the times, that theſe ſeveral 
emiſſions amounting in the aggregate to 20 millions of 
dollars, circulated for ſeveral months without any depre- 
ciation; and commanded the reſources of the country 
for public ſervice, equally with the ſame ſum of = aa 
f | ' ver. 


— 2 2 Sg SS ESAPEFASETSTS S FFF 


_—— 


r , Fo. ooo Foo 


— wy 


* www Wm TT ary ww CT ww vu yy * 


ls... ou. . P ooo iiiert. ; * 


AMERICAN REVOLUPION. 

wer. The United States derived for a confiderable 
time, 25 much benefit from this creation of their 
own, 85 without any eftabliſhed funds for its ſup- 
or redemption, as would have reſulted from a free 
ft of as many Mexican dollars. While the miniſtry of 
England were puzzling themſelves for new taxes, and 
funds on which to raiſe their ſupplies, ' Congreſs ruiſed 
theirs by reſolutions, directing paper of no intrinſic value 
to be ſtruck off, in form of promiſſory notes. But there 
vs 2 point both in time and quantity, beyond which this 
congrefional alchymy ceaſed to operate. That time was 
out 18 months from the date of their firſt emiſſion, 
and that quantity about 20 millions of dollars. 
Independence being declared in the ſecond year of the 
war, and the object for which arms were at firſt aſſumed 
being changed, it was obvious that more money muſt be 
procured, and equally ſo that if bills of credit were 
multiplied beyond a reaſonable fam for cirtulation, they 
muſt neceſfarily depreciate, It was therefore on the 3d 
October 1776 reſolved to borrow five millions of dok- 
hrs, and in the month following a lottery was ſet on 
bot for obtaining a farther ſum on loan. The expences 
of the war were ſo great, that the money ariſing from 
both, though conſiderable, was far ſhort of a ſafficiency. 
The rulers of America thought it ſtill premature to urge 
taxation. They therefore reiterated the expedient of far- 
ther emiſhons. The eafe with which the means of pro- 
wring ſupplies were furniſhed by ftriking off bills of cre- 
dit, and the readineſs of the people to receive them, 
prompted Congrefs to multiply them beyond the limits of 
prudence. A diminution of their value was the utia- 


widable conſequence This at firſt was ſcarcely perceiy- | 
able, but it daily increaſed. The zeal of the people ne- 


rertheleſs fo far overbalanced the nice mercantile calcu- 
ations of intereſt, that the campaigns of 1776 and 177 
vere not effefteg by the depreciation of the paper cur- 


rency. © Congreſs foreſaw that this could not long be the 
caſe, It was therefore on the 22d of November 1777 


recommended to the ſeveral States, to raiſe by taxes t 
ſan! of five millions of dollars, for the fervice of the year 
1 pe f 
Previoufly to this it had been reſolved to borrow lar- 
ger ſums, and for the encouragement of lenders, it was 


wreed to pay the intereſt which ſhould accrue thereon by 


bills of exchange ble in France, out of monies bor- 
Vor, II. * Fr | rowed 


432 


432 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


dient in their power to adopt, was the emiſſion of bills of 
credit repreſenting ſpecie, under a public engagement to 
be ultimately ſunk by equal taxes, or exchanged for gold 
or ſilver, This practice had been ſimilar from the fir 
ſettlement of the colonies, and under proper reſtrictions 
had been found highly advantageous. Their reſolution 
to raiſe an army in June 1775, was therefore followed by 
another to emit bills of credit, to the amount of two 
millions of dollars. To that ſum on the 25th of the next 
month, it was refolved to add another million. For 
their redemption they pledged the confederated colonies, 
and directed each colony to find ways and means, to fink 
its proportion and quota, in four annual payments, 
the firſt to be made on or before the laſt of Nov. 1779. 
That time was fixed upon from an expectation, that pre. 
vious to its arrival, the conteſt would be brought to a 
concluſion. On the 2gth of November, 1775, an eſti. 
mate having been made by Congreſs of the public ex- 
pences already incurred, or likely to be incurred in car. 
rying on their defence till the 1oth of June, 1776, it 
was reſolved to emit a farther ſum of three millions of A 
dollars, to be redeemed as the former by four annual 
payments, the firſt to be made on or before the laſt day 
of November, 1773. It was at the ſame time determined, 
that the quotas of bills to be redeemed by each colony, 
thould be in a relative proportion to their reſpettive 
numbers of inhabitants. This eſtimate was calculated 
to defray expences to the 10th of June, 1776, on 
the idea that an accommodation would take place before 
that time. Hitherto all arrangements, both for men and 
money were temporary, and founded on the ſuppoſed 
probability of a reconciliation. Early in 1776, Con- 
greſs obtained information, that Great-Britain had con- 
crafted for 16,000 foreign mercenaries, to be ſent over 
for the purpoſe of ſubduing America, - This enforced 
the neceſſity of extending their plan of defence, beyond 
the 1oth of the next June. They therefore on the 17th 
of February, 1776, ordered four millions of dollars to 
be emitted, and on the gth of May and the 224 of July 
following, emitted ten millions more on the fame ſecurity. 
Such was the animation of the times, that theſe ſeveral 
emiſſions amounting in the aggregate to 20 millions of 
dollars, circulated for' ſeveral months without any depre- 
ciation, and commanded the reſources of the country 
for public ſervice, equally with the ſame ſum of 3 or 
. ver. 
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fret” The United States derived for a confiderable 
time, as much benefit from this paper creation of their 
own, though without any eftabliſhed funds for its ſup- 
or redemption, as would have reſulted from a free 
rift of as many Mexican dollars. While the miniſtry of 
Fogland were puzzling themſelves for new taxes, and 
funds on which to raiſe their ſupplies, ' Congreſs raiſed 
theirs by reſolutions, directing paper of no intrinſic value 
to be ſtruck off, in form of promiſſory notes. But there 
is 2 point both in time and quantity, beyond which this 
congreffional alchymy ceaſed to operate. That time was 
out 18 months from the date of their firſt emiſſion, 
and that quantity about 20 millions of dollars. | 
Independence being declared in the ſecond year of the 
war, and the object which arms were at firſt aſſumed 
deing changed, it was obvious that more money muſt be 
procured, and equally ſo that if bills of credit were 
multiplied beyond a reaſonable fum for circulation, they 
muſt neceſfarily depreciate, It was therefore on the 3d 
of Oftober 1776 reſolved to borrow five millions of dol- 
hrs, and in the month following a lottery was ſet on 
bot for obtaining a farther ſum on loan. The expences 
of the war were ſo great, that the money arifing from 
both, though conſiderable, was far ſhort of a ſufficieney. 
The rulers of America thought it ſtill premature to urge 
tation. They therefore reiterated the expedient of far- 
ther emiſhons. The eafe with which the means of pro- 
during ſupplies were: furniſhed by ſtriking off bills of cre- 
lit, and the readineſs of the people to receive them, 
prompted Congrefs to multiply them beyond the limits of 
prudence. A diminution of their value was the una- 
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able, but it daily increaſed. The zeal of the people ne- 
rertheleſs fo far overbalanced the nice mercantile calcu- 
ations of intereſt, that the campaigns of 1776 and 1997 
vere not effecteg by the depreciation of the paper cur- 
rency. Congreſs foreſaw that this could not long be the 


tecommended to the ſeveral States, to raiſe by taxes the 
lam of five millions of dollars, for the fervice of the year 
1778. | 2 

Previoufly to this it had been reſolved to borrow lar- 
ger ſums, and for the encouragement of lenders, it was 
reed to pay the intereſt which thould accrue thereon by 
bills of exchange, payable in France, out of monies bor- 
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widable confequence. This at firſt was fcarcely percety- 


caſe, It was therefore on the 22d of November 1777 
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rowed there for the uſe of the United States. This tax 
unfortunately failed in ſeveral of the States. From the 
impoſſibility of procuring a ſufficiency . of money either 
from loans or taxes, the old expedient of farther emiſ- 
fions were reiterated ; but the value decreaſed as the quan- 
tity increaſed. Congreſs anxious to put a ſtop to the in- 
creaſe of their bills of credit, and to provide a fund for 
reducing what were iſſued, called upon the States on the 
iſt of January x779, to pay into the continental treaſury 
their reſpective quotas of fifteen millions of dollars for 
the ſervice of that year, and of fix millions annually from 
and after the year 1779, as a fund for reducing their ear- 
ly emiſſions and loans. Such had been the miſtaken 
ideas, which originally prevailed of the duration of the 
conteſt, that though the war was raging, and the demands 
for money unabated, yet the period was arrived which 
had been originally fixed upon for the redemption of the 
firſt emiſſions of Congreſs. 

In addition to theſe 15 millions called for on the iſt 
of January 1779, the States were on the 21ſt of May 
following called upon to furniſh, for public ſervice within 
the current year, their reſpective quotas of 45 millions 
of dollars. Congreſs wiſhed to arreſt the growing depre- 
ciation, and therefore called for taxes in large ſums, pro- 
portioned to the demands of the. public, and allo to the 
diminiſhed value of their bills. Theſe requiſitions, though 
nominally large, were by no means ſufficient. From the 
fluctuating ſtate of the money, it was impoſſible to make 
any certain calculations, for it was not two days of the 
ſame value. A ſum which when demanded, would have 
purchaſed a ſufficiency of the commodities wanted for the 
public ſervice was very inadequate, when the collection 
was made, and the money lodged in the treaſury. The 
depreciation began at different periods in different States; 
but became general about the middle of the year 1777. 
and progreſſively increaſed for three or four years. To- 
wards the end of 1177, the depreciation was about two 
ar three for one; in 1778 it advanced from two or three 
for one to five or ſix for one; in 1779, from five or fix 
for one to 27 or 28 for one; in 1780, from 27 or 28 
for one to 50 or 60 for one, in the firſt four or five 
months. Its circulation was afterwards partial, but where 
it paſſed it ſoon depreciated to 150 for one. In ſome 
few parts it continued in circulation for the firſt four or 
five months of 1781, but in this latter period ans 
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x WH yould not take it at any rate, and they who did, received 
kit a depreciation of ſeveral hundreds for one. 
er As there was a general clamor on account of the floods 
i of money, which at ſucceſſive periods had deluged the 
- States, it was reſolved in October 1779 that no farther ſum 
. thould be ifſued on any account whatever, than what, when 
or added to the preſent ſum in circulation, would in the whole 
ae be equal to 200 millions of dollars. It was at the ſame 
r; i time reſolved, that Congreſs ſhould emit only ſuch a part of 
or Wl the ſum wanting to make up 200 millions, as ſhould be ab- 
m ſolutely neceflary for the public exigencies, before adequate 
. ſupplies could be otherwiſe obtained, relying for ſuch ſup- 
en plies on the exertions of the ſeveral States. This was for- 
be Wi cibly repreſented in a circular letter from Congreſs to their 
de conſtituents, and the States were earneſtly intreated to pre- 
> WM rent that deluge of evils which would flow from their ne- 
he glefting to furniſh adequate ſupplies for the wants of the 
ey: The ſame circular letter ſtated the practica- 
I ty of redeeming all the bills of Congreſs at par with 
ay 110 and ſilver, — rejected with indignation the ſuppoſiti- 
un on that the States would ever tarniſh their credit by violat- 
ns BY ing public faith. Theſe ſtrong declarations in favour of 
de paper currency deceived many to repoſe confidence in 
0-W it to their ruin. Subſequent events compelled Congreſs 
he BY to adopt the very meaſure in 1780, which in the Ne 
3b ng year they had fincerely reprobated. | 
he From the non-compliance of the States, Congreſs: was 
re obliged in a ſhort time after the date of their circular 
he letter to ifſue ſuch a farther quantity, as when added to 
Vc previous emiſſions made the ſum of 200 millions of dol- 
he BY lars, Beſides this immenſe ſum, the paper emiſſions of 
on che different ſtates amounted to many millions; which 
he mixed with the continental money, and added to its de- 
WH preciation, What was of little value before now became 
ct leſs. The whole was foon expended, and yet from its 
0-IF increaſed depreciation the immediate wants of the army 
V0 vere not ſupplied. The ſource which for five years had 
ee enabled Congreſs to keep an army in the field being ex- 
5 hauſted, General Waſhington was reduced for ſome time 


| to the alternative of diſbanding his troops, or of ſupplying 
ve them by Aa military force. He preferred the latter, and 
"i the inhabitants of New-York and New-Jerſey, though 


they felt the injury, ſaw the neceſſity, and patiently ſub- 
mitted, 


The States were next called upon to furniſh in lieu of 
F f 2 money 
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money determinate quantities of beck, pork, flour and other 
articles, for the uſe of tha army. This was called a re. 
quiſition for ſpecific ſupplies or a tax in kind, and was 
found on experiment to bs fa difficult of execution, ſo 
inconvenient, partial and expen6ve,” that it was ſpeedily 
abandoned. About this time, Congreſs reſolved upon 
another expedient. This was to iſſue à new ſpecies of 
paper money, under the guarantee of the feveral States, 
The old money was to be called in by taxes, and as ſagn 
as brought in to be burnt, and in lieu thereof, one gol. 
lar of the new was to be emitted for every twenty of the 
old, ſo that when the whale 200 millions were drawn 
in and cancelled, only ten millions of the new ſhould be 
iſſued in their place, ſour tenths of which were to be ſub. 
ject to the order of Congreſs, and the remaining fix 
tenths to the order of the feveral States, Theſe new 
bills were to be redeemable in ſpecies within fix years, and 
to bear an intereſt at the rate of five per cent. to be paid 
alſo in ſpecie, at the redemption of the bills, or at the 
eleftion of the owner annually in bills of exchange on 
the American commiſſioners in Europe, at four ſhillings 
and fix pence for each dollar. | 

From the execution of theſe reſolutions it was expe 
ed, that the old money would be cancelled—that the cur- 
rency would be reduced to a fixed ftandard—that the 
States wonld be ſupplied with the means of purchaſing 
the ſpecific ſupplies required of them, and that Congrels 
would be furniſhed with efficient money, to provide for 
the exigencies of the war. That theſe good effects would 
have followed, even thongh the reſolutions of Congrels 
had been carried into execution, is very queſtionable, 
but from the partial compliances of the States the expe- 
riment was never fairly made, and the new paper anſwer- 
ed very little purpoſe. It was hoped by varying the 
ground of credit, that Congreſs would gain a repetition 
of the advantages which reſulted from their firſt paper 
expedient, but theſe hopes were of ſhort duration. By 
this time much of the popular enthuſiaſm. had ſpent it- 
ſelf, and confidence in public engagements was. pearly ex- 
pired. The event proved, that eredit is of too delicate 
a nature to be ſparted with, and can only be maintained 
by honeſty and punctuality. The ſeveral expedients pro- 
poſed by Congreſs for raifing ſupplies having failed, 3 
criſis followed very intereſting to the ſucceſs of the revo- 
lution, The particulars of this ſhall be n 
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te public events of the year 1781, in which it tock 


\ 


plate, Some obſervations on that primary itiſttamett of 
American Independence, the old continental bills of cte- 


fit, hall for the prefent cloſe this fubjeck. 915 
it would Have been impoffble to have carried on the 
wart, without ſotnething in the form of money. There 
vas ſpirit enough in America to britig to the fleld of bat- 
le as ttany of her foris, as would bave out- nutmibered 
the ar mies of Britain, and to have riſqued their fate on 
4 general etigagement; but this was the very thing they 
ought to avoid, Their principal hope lay in evacuating, 
tetteating, and prottatting to its utmoſt length a war of 
poſts. The continued exertions, neceſſaty for this ſpecies 
of defence, could not be expected from the Impetuous 
ſallies of militia, A tegular permanent army betame 
neceſſary. Though the errthuſiaſm of the times might 
have diſpenſed with preſent pay, yet without at leaſt as 
much money, as would fapport them in the field, the 
moſt patriotic army tttaſt have diſperſ de. 
The itnpoflibility of the Americans procuring gold and 
flyer even for that purpoſe, doubtleſs weighed with the 
Britiſh as ai encouragement, to bring the conttoverſy to 
the deciſion of the ſword, What they Knew could not 


be done by ordinary mearis, was accompliſhed by thoſe 


which were extraordinary, Paper of no intrinfic value 
was made to anſwer all the 7 0 of gold and filvet, 
and to fapport the expences of five campaigns, This 
was iti forme degtee owihg to à previous confidence, which 
had beers begotrert by honefty and fidelity, in diſcharginig 
the engagements of governittent, From New-York to 
Geotgia there never had been in tmatters relating to mo- 
ney, an inſtance of a brrach of public faith, In the feat- 
tity of gold and ſilver, many emergencies had impoſed a 
neceflity of emitting bills of credit. 'Theſe had been uni- 
formly and honeſty redeemed, The bills of Congreſs 
being thrown into circolation, on this favourable foun- 
dation of public confidence, were readily received. The 
enthuſiaſt of the people contributed to the ſame effect. 
That the endangered liberties of America ought to be 
defended, and that the credit of their paper was eſſentially 
neteſfary to a proper defence, were opiniotis engtaven on 
the Hearts of a great majority of the citizens. It was 
therefore a point of honor and conſidered as à part of 
duty, to take the bills freely at their full value. Private 
gain was then ſo little regarded, that the whig citizens 


were 
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were willing to run all. the hazards incidental to bills of 
credit, rather than injure, the cauſe of their country by 


33 its money. Every thing human has its li- 


mits. While the credit of the money was well ſupported 
by public confidence and patriotiſm, its value diminiſhed 
from the increaſe of its quantity. Repeated emiſſions be- 
gat that natural depreciation, which reſults from an ex- 
ceſs of quantity. This was helped on by various cauſes, 
which affected the credit of the money. The enemy 
very ingeniouſly counterfeited their bills, and induſtri- 


* ouſly circulated their forgeries through the United States. 


Congreſs allowed to their public agents a commiſſion on 
the amount of their purchaſes. Inſtead of exerting 
themſelves to purchaſe at a low price, they had therefore 
an intereſt in giving a high price for every thing. 80 
ſtrong was the force of prejudice, that the Britiſh mode 
of ſupplying armies by contract, could not for a lon 
time obtain the approbation of Congreſs. While theſe 
cauſes operated, confidence in the public was abating, 
and at the ſame time, that fervor of patriotiſm which diſ- 
regarded intereſt was daily declining, To prevent or 
retard the depreciation of their paper money, Congreſs 
attempted to prop its credit by means which wrecked pri- 


vate property, and injured the morals of the people with- 


out anſwering the end — They recommended 


to the States to paſs laws for regulating the prices of 


labour, manufacture and all ſ6rts of commodities, and 
for confiſcating and ſelling the eſtates of tories, and for 
inveſting the money arifing from the ſales thereof in 
loan-office certificates. As many of thoſe who were 
diſaffected to the revolution abſolutely refuſed to take 
the bills of Congreſs even in the firſt ſtage of the war, 
when the real and nominal value was the ſame, with the 
view of counteracting their machinations, Congreſs early 
recommended to the States to paſs laws for making the 
paper money a legal tender, at their nominal valye in the 
diſcharge of bona fide debts, though contracted to be 
paid in gold or ſilver. With the ſame views, they farther 
recommended that laws ſhould be pafſed by each of the 
States, ordaining that & whoſoeyer ſhould aſk or receive 
more, in their bills of credit for gold or ſilver or any ſpe- 
cies of money whatſoever, than the nominal ſum thereof 
in Spaniſh dollars, or more in the ſaid bills for any com- 
modities whatſoever, than the ſame could be purchaſed 
from the ſame perſon in gold and filver, or offer to fell 
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oy commodities for gold or filver, and refuſe to ſell the 
ame for the {aid bills, ſhall be deemed an enemy to the 
liberties of the United States, and forfeit the property ſo 
fold or offered for ſale,” The laws which were paſſed by 
the States, for regulating the prices of labour and com- 


nodities, were found on experiment to be viſionary and 
impracticable. They only operated on the patriotic few, 


ho were diſpoſed to ſacriſice every thing in the cauſe of 
their country, and who implicitly obeyed every mandate 
of their rulers. Others diſregarded them, and either re 
fuſed to part with their commodities, or demanded and 
obtained their own prices. | 5 

Theſe laws in the firſt inſtance, made an artificial 
ſearcity, and had they not been repealed would ſoon have 
made a real one, for men never exert themſelves unleſs 
they have the fruit of their exertions ſecured to them, and 
at their own diſpoſal, 

The confiſcation and ſale of the property of tories, for 
the moſt part brought but very little into the public trea- 
ſury- The ſales were generally made for credit, and by 
the progreſſive depreciation, what was dear at the time 
of the purchaſe, was very cheap at the time of payment. 
The moſt extenſive miſchief reſulted in the progreſs, and 
towards the cloſe of the war from the operation of the laws, 
which made the paper bills a tender, in the diſcharge of 
debts contracted payable in gold or ſilver. When this 
meaſure was firſt adopted little or no injuſtice reſulted from 
it, for at that time the paper biils were equal, or nearly 
equal to gold or ſilver, of the ſame nominal ſum. In the 


progreſs of the war, when depreciation took place, the caſe 


was materially altered, Laws which were originally in- 
nocent became eventually the occaſion of much injuſtice. 
The aged who had retired from the ſcenes of active 
buſineſs, to enjoy the fruits of their induſtry, found their 
ſubſtance melting away to a mere pittance, inſufficient for 
their ſupport. The widow who lived comfortably on the 
bequeſts of a deceaſed huſband, experienced a fruſtration 
of all his well meant tenderneſs. The laws of the country 
interpoſed, aud compelled her to receive a ſhilling, where 


a pound was her due, The blooming virgin who had 


grown up with an unqueſtionable title to a liberal patri- 
mony, was legally ſtripped of every thing but her perſonal 
charms and virtues. The hapleſs orphan, inſtead of re- 
celying from the hands of an executor, a competency to 


ſtet 
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the payment of 6d.-in the pound. In many inſtances, 
the earnings of a long life of care and diligence were, in 
the ſpace of a few years, reduced to a trifling ſum. A 
few 3 eſcaped theſe affecting calamities, by ſecretly 
transferring their bonds, or by flying from the preſence or 
neighbourhood of their debtors, The evils which reſulted 
from the legal tender of theſe paper bills, were foreign from 
the intentions of Congreis, and of the State legiſlatures. 
It is dut juſtice to add farther, that a great proportion of 
them flowed from ignorance. Till the year 1780, when 
the bills fell to forty for one, it was defigned by moſt of 
the rulers of America, and believed by a great majority 
of the people, that the whole fam in circulation would 
be appreciated by a reduction of its quantity, fo as finally 
to be equal to gold or filver, In every department of 
gavernment the Americans erred from ignorance, but in 
none fo much, as in that which related to money. 

Such were the evils which reſulted from paper mo- 
ney. On the other hand, it was the occaſion of good 
to many. It was at all times the poor man's friend. 
While it was current, all kinds of labour very readily 
found their reward. In the firft years of the war, 
none were idle from want of employment, and none were 
employed, without having it in their power to obtain ready 
payment for their fervices. To that clafs of people, 
whoſe daily labour was their fapport, the depreciation was 
no diſadvantage. Expending their money as faſt as they 
received it, they always got its full value. The reverſe 
was the cafe with the rich, or thoſe who were diſpoſed 
to hoarding. No agrarian Jaw ever had a more extenſive 
operation, than continental money. That for which the 
Gracchi laſt their lives in Rome, was peaceably effected 
in the United States, by the legal tender of theſe depre- 
clating dills. The poor became rich, and the rich be- 
came poor. Money lenders, and they whoſe eireum- 


ſtances enabled them to give credit, were eſſentially in- 


jured. All that the money toft in its value was fo much 
taken frem their capital, but the active and induſtrious 
indemnified themſelves, by conforming the price of their 
ſerviees to the prefent ſtate of the depreciation. The 
experience of this time inculcated on youth two ſalutar) 
leſſons, the impolicy of depending on paternal acquiſitions, 
aud the neceſſity of their own exertions. They who 
were in debt, and poſſeſſed property of any kind, 2 
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ably make the latter extinguiſh the former. Every | 
thing that was uſeful when brought to market 7 24 — 


found a purchaſer. A hog or two would pay for 

ſlave ; a few cattle for a comfortable houſe ;z and a — 
horſe for an improved plantation. A ſmall part of the 
productions of a farm would diſcharge the long outſtand- 
ing accounts, due from its owner. The dreams of the 
golden age were realized to the poor man and the debtor, 
but unfortunately what theſe gained, was juſt fo much 
taken from others. 

The evils of depreciation did not terminate with the 
war, The 7 extend to the preſent hour. That the help- 
lefs part of the community were legiſlatively deprived of 
their property, was among the leſſer evils, which refulted 
from the legal tender of the depreciated bills of credit. 
The iniquity of the laws eſtranged-the minds of many of 
the citizens from the habits and love of juſtice. 

The nature of obligations was fo far changed, that 
he was reckoned the honeſt man, who from principle 
delayed to pay his debts. The mounds which govern- 
ment had erected, to ſecure the obfervance of honeſty 
m the commercial intercourſe of men with man, were 
broken down. Truth, honor, and Juſtice were ſwept 

away by the overflowing deluge of legal iniquity, nor have 
they. yet aſſumed their ancient and accuſtomed Time 
and induſtry have already, in a great degree, repaired the 
loſes of property, which the citizens ſuſtained during the 
war, but Ned have hitherto failed in effacing the taint 
which was then communicated to their principles, nor can 
ts total ablution be expected till a new generation ariſes, 


unpraCtifed in the iniquities of oY ORs 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
Of Indians and Expeditions into the Indian Cauntry. 


HEN the Engliſh colonies were firſt ptanted in 
North-America, the country was inhabited by 


numerous tribes of Indians, who principally ſupported 
themſelves by the fpontaneous productions of mature, 
The arts and arms of Europeans ſoon gave them an af- 
tendency over fuch untetored ſavages. Had the Htter 
mderſtood their mtereſt, and been guided by a ſpirit of 
won, they would ſoon have expelled the invaders, and 

in 
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in that caſe they might now be flouriſhing: in the poſſef. 
fion of their ancient territories and independence. By ds. 
grees the old inhabitants were circumſcribed within nar. 
rower limits, and by ſome ſtrange fatality, their number: 
have been conſtantly leflening. The names of ſeveral na. 
tions who in the laſt century boaſted of ſeveral thouſands, 
are now known only to thoſe who are fond of curious re. 
ſearches. Many are totally extinct, and others can ſhew 
no more than a few ſtraggling individuals, the remnants 
of their fallen greatneſs. That ſo many tribes ſhould, in 
ſo ſhort a time, loſe both their country and their national 
exiſtence, is an event ſcarcely to be paralleled in the hif. 
tory of the world. Spirituous liquors, the ſmall-pox, and 
2n abridgment of territory, to a people whoſe mode of 
life needed an extenſive range, evils which chiefly reſult- 
ed from the neighbourhood of Europeans, were among 
the principal cauſes of their deſtruction. The reflec- 
tions which may be excited by reviewing the havoc made 
among the native proprietors of this new world, is in 
ſome degree alleviated by its counterpart, While one 
ſet of inhabitants was inſenſibly dwindling away, another 
improving in the arts of civil and ſocial life was growing 
in numbers, and gradually filling up their places, As the 
emigrants from Europe, and their dependents extended 
their poſſeſſions on the ſea - coaſt, the Aborigines retired 
from it. By this gradual advance of the one and. retir- 
ing of the other, the former always preſented an exten- 
ſive frontier, to the incurſions of the latter, The Eu- 
ropean emigrants from an avidity for land, the poſſeſſion 
of which is the ultimate obje of human avarice, were 
prone to encraach on the territories of the Indians, while 
the Indians from obvious principles of human nature, 
beheld with concern the deſcendants of the ancient 
proprietors circumſcribed in their territory by the del; 
cendants of thoſe ftrangers, whom their fathers had per- 
mitted to reſide among them. From theſe cauſes and 
eſpecially from the licentious conduct of diſorderly indi- 
viduals of bath Indians and white people, there were fre- 
quent interruptions of the peace in their contiguous ſettle- 
ments. In the war between France and England which 
commenced in 1755, both parties paid aſſiduous atten- 
tion to the Aborigines, The former ſucceeded in ſecur- 
ing the greateſt number of adherents, but the ſuperior 
ſucceſs of the latter in the progreſs, and at the termi- 
nation of the war, turned the current of Indian _—_ 


== SS. Sn HEzS DOS 


FSSESPOoEPSEF;S DP1FSSS5,SOg 


Py, ke 1 wo & > Vw 07 IT. 2, 


CY 


a 


c 5 TT 7 8 Reo Roa cg  & 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


ind intereſt in their favour. When the diſpute between 
Great Britain and her colonies began to grow ſerious, the 
friendſhip of the Indians became a matter of conſequence 
to both parties. Stretching for fifteen hundred miles 


along the whole north-weſtern 'frontier of the colonies, 


they were to them deſirable friends and formidable ene- 
mies. As terror was one of the engines by which Great 
Britain intended to enforce the ſubmiſſion of the colo- 
nies, nothing could be more conducive to the excitement 
of this paſſion, than the co-operation of Indians. Policy, 
not cruelty, led to the adoption of this expedient: but 
it was of that over-refined ſpecies which counteracts 
itſelf, In the competition for the friendſhip of the In- 
dians, the Britiſh had advantages far ſuperior to any 
which were poſſeſſed by the coloniſts, The expulſion 
of the French from Canada, an eyent which ha 
only taken place about 13 years before, was ſtill freſh in 
the memory of many of the ſavages, and had inſpired 
them with high ideas of the martial ſuperiority of Britiſh 
troops. The firſt ſteps taken by the Congreſs to oppoſe 
Great-Britain, put it out of their power to gratify the 
Indians. Such was the effect of the non-importation 
agreement of 1744. While Great-Britain had acceſs to 
the principal Indian tribes through Canada on the north, 
and the two Floridas on the ſouth, and was abundantly 
able to ſupply their many wants, the coloniſts had debarred 
themſelves from importing the articles which were neceſ. 
ary for the Indian trade. 
It was unfortunate for the colonies, that fince the 
peace of Paris 1763, the tranſactions with the Indians 
had been moſtly carried on by ſuperintendants appointed 
and paid by the King of Great-Britain, Theſe being un- 
der obligations to the crown, and expectants of further 
favours from it, generally uſed their influence with the 
Indians in behalf of the Mother Country, and againſt the 
colonies, They infinuated into the minds of the unin- 
formed ſavages, that the King was their natural protec- 
tor againſt the encroaching coloniſts, and that if the latter 
ſucceeded in their oppoſition to Great-Britain, they would 
probably next aim at the extirpation of their red coloured 
neighbours. By ſuch repreſentations, ſeconded 'with a 
profuſion of preſents, the attachment of the Indians was 
pre-engaged in ſupport of the Britiſh intereſt, 
The Americans were not unmindful of the Savages 
m their frontier. They appointed commiſſioners to 
| explain 
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explain to them the grounds of the diſpute, and to cul. 
tivate their friendſhip by treaties and preſedts. They en. 
deavoured to perſuade the Indians that the quarrel was 
by no means relative to them, and that therefore they 
ſhould take part with neither fide. | 

For the greater convenience of managing the inter. 
courfe between the colonies and the Indians, the latter 
were divided into three departments, the northern, fou- 
thern and middle, and commiſſioners were appointed for 
each. Congreſs alſo reſolved to import and diftribute 
among them a ſuitable aſſortment of goods, to the amount 
of . 40, ooo fterling, on account of the United States; 
but this was not executed. All the exertions of Con- 
greſs were infufficient for the ſecurity of their weſtern 
frontiers, In almoſt every period of the war, a great 
majority of the Indians took part with Great-Britaih 
againſt the Americans, South-Carolina was among 
the firſt of the States, which experienced the effects of 
Britiſh influence over the Indians. The Cherokees and 
Creeks inhabit lands, not far diftant from the weſtern ſet. 
tlements of Carolina and Georgia, The interconrfe with 
thefe tribes had, for ſeveral years prior to the American 
war, been excluſively committed to John Stuart an Offi 
cer of the crown, and devoted to the royal intereſt, His 
inffuence, which was great, was wholly exerted in favour 
of Great-Britain, A plan was fettled by him, in concert 
with the King's governors, and other royal fervants, to 
land a royal armed force in Florida, and to proceed with 
it to the weftern frontier of the Southern States, and 
there in conjunction with the tories and Indians, to fall 
on the friends of Congreſs, at the fame time that a fleet 
and army ſhould invade them on the fea-coaſt, The whole 
fcheme was providentialty diſcovered by the capture of 
Mofes Kirkland, one of the wires agents to be employed 
in its execution, white he was on his way to General Gage 
with difpatches, derailing the particulars, and foliciting 
for the requiſite aid to accompliſh it. The poſſeffion of 
Kirkland, and of his papers, enabled the Americans to 
take ſuch ſteps as in a great degree fraftrated the views 
of the royal fervants, yer ſo much was carried into effett, 
that the Cherokees began their maffacres, at the very time 
the Britiſh fleet attacked the fort on Sullivan's Hand. 
The undiſturbed tranquillity, which took place in South- 
Carolina and the adjacent Srates, after the Britiſh had 
failed in their deſigns againft them in the ſpring and as 
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ner of 1976, gave an opportunity for carrying war into 
the Indian country. This was done, not fo much to 
puniſh what was paſt, as to prevent all future co-operation 
between the Indians and Britiſh in that quarter. lt 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia 
each ſent about the ſame time a+ conſiderable force 
over the Alleghany mountains, which traverſed the In- 
dan ſettlements, burned their towns, and deſtroyed their 
fields of corn. Above 500 of the Cherokees were obliged 
from the want of proviſions, to take refuge in Weſt- 
Florida, and were there fed at the expence of the Britiſh 
government. Theſe unfortunate miſled people ſucd for 
peace in the moſt ſubmiſſive terms, and ſoon after aſſented 
to a treaty, by which they ceded a confiderable part of 
their land to South-Carolina. The decifion with which 
this expedition was conducted intimidated the Cherokees, 
for ſome years, from farther hoſtilities, Very different 
was the caſe of thoſe Indian who were in the vicinity of 
the Britiſh poſts, and contiguous to the frontier of 
the northern and middle States. The preſents which 

continually received from England, the induſtry of the 
Britiſh agents, and the influence of a great number of 
American refugees who had taken ſhelter among them, 
operating on their native paſhon for rapine, excited them 
ta frequent hoſtile excurſions. Col. John Butler a Con- 
decticut tary, and one Brandt. a half Indian by blood, 
vere the principal leaders of the Savages in theſe expe- 
ditions. The vaſt extent of frontier, and remote fitua- 
tion of the ſettlements, together with the exact know- 
edge which the refugees pofſeſſed of the country, made 


t praQticable for even {mall marauding parties to do ex- 
tenſive miſchief. | 


tlement on the eafterp branch of the Suſquehannah. Un- 
lortunately for the fecurity of the inhabitants, the ſoil was 
claimed both by Connecticut and Pennſylvania, From 
the collifion of contradictory claims, founded on royal 
charters, the laws of neither were ſteadily enforced. 
In this remote ſettle ment, where government was feeble, 
the tories were under leſs control, and could eafily af- 
enable updiſcovered. Nevertheleſs at one time 27 of them 
vere taken, and fent to Hartford in Connecticut, but 
they were afterwards releaſed. Thefe and others of the 
lame deſcription, inſtigated by revenge againſt the Ame- 
ricans, 


346 


A ſtorm of Indian and tory vengeance burſt with par- 1778. 
ticular violence on Wyoming, a new and flouriſhing ſet- July 1. 


446 THE HISTORY OF THE 


ricans, from whom ſome of them had ſuffered banih; 
ment and loſs of property, made a common. cauſe with 
the Indians, and attacked the Wyoming ſettlement with 
their combined forces eſtimated at eleven hundred men, 
nine hundred of which were Indians. The whole was 
commanded by Colonel John Butler. One of the forts, 
which had been conſtructed for the ſecurity of the in- 
habitants, being very weak, ſurrendered to this party; 
but ſome of the garriſon had previouſly retired to the 
July 2. principal fort at Kingſton, called Forty-Fort. Col. John 
Butler next demanded the ſurrender of that. Col. Ze- 
bulon Butler a continental officer who commanded there, 
ſent a meſſage to him, propoſing a conference at a bridge 
without the fort. This being agreed to, Col. Zebulon 
Butler, Denniſon, and ſome other officers repaired to the 
July 3- place appointed, and they were followed by the whole 
garriſon, a few invalids excepted, None of the enemy 
appeared. The Wyoming people advanced, and ſup- 
poſed that the enemy were retiring. They continued to 
march on, till they were about three miles from the fort, 
They then ſaw a few of the enemy, with whom they ex- 
changed ſome ſhot, but they preſently found themſelves 
ambuſcaded and attacked by the whole body of Indians 
and tories, They fought gallantly, till they found that 
their retreat to the fort was cut off, Univerſal con- 
fuſion then enſued. Of 417 who had marched out 
of the fort, about 360 were inſtantly ſlain. No quar- 
ters were given, Colonel John Butler again demanded 
the ſurrender of Forty-Fort. This was agreed to under 
articles of capitulation, by which the effects of the people 
therein were to be ſecured to them. The garriſon con- 
ſiſted of 30 men and 200 women. Theſe were permitted 
to croſs the Suſquehannah, and retreat through the woods 
to Northampton county. The moſt of the other ſcat- 
tered ſettlers had previouſly retired, ſome through the 
woods to Northampton county, others down the river to 
Northumberland county. In this retreat, ſome women 
were delivered of children in the woods, and many ſut- 
fered from want of proviſions. Several of the ſettlers 
at Wyoming had erected good houſes and barns, and 
made very conſiderable improvements. 'Theſe and all the 
other houſes in the vicinity, except about half a dozen, 
were deſtroyed. Their horſes, cattle, ſheep, and hogs 
were for the moſt part killed or driven away by the 
enemy. ; 
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The diſtreſſes of this ſettlement were uncommonly. | 
A large proportion of the male inhabitants were, 
or: day, ſlaughtered. In a ſingle engagement, near 200 
women were made widows, and a much greater number 

of children were left fatherleſs. 4 


778. 


Soon after the deſtruction of the Wyoming ſcttlement, OR. ga ' 


an expedition was carried on againſt the Indians. by Col. 
Butler of the Pennſylvania troops. He and his party, having 
gained the head of the Delaware, marched down the river 
for two days,. and then ſtruck acroſs the country to the 
Suſquehannah. They totally burnt or deſtroyed the 
Indian villages, both in that quarter and the other ſettle- 
ments, but the inhabitants eſcaped. The deſtruction 
was extended for ſeveral miles on both ſides of the Suſ- 
quehannah. The difficulties which Colonel Butler's men 
encountered in this expedition, could not be undergone 
but by men who poſſeſſed a large ſhare of hardineſs, both 
of body and mind. They were obliged to carry their 
proviſions on their backs, and thus loaded, frequently to 
wade through creeks and rivers. After the toil of a 
hard march, they were obliged to endure chilly nights and 
heavy rains, without even the means of keeping their 


arms dry. They completed their buſineſs in ſixteen days. Nov. 4. 


About four weeks after Colonel Butler's return, ſome 
hundreds of Indians, a large body of tories, and about 50 
regulars entered Cherry-Valley within the State of New- 
York, They made an unſucceſsful attempt on Fort Al- 
den, but they killed and ſcalped thirty-two of the inhabi- 
tants, moſtly women and children, and alſo Colonel Alden 
and ten ſoldiers. | 

An expedition which was to have taken place under 
Henry Hamilton Lt. Gov. of Detroit, fortunately for the 
Virginian back-ſettlers, againſt whom it was principally 
directed proved abortive, in conſequence of the ſpirited con- 
duct of Col. Clarke. The object of the expedition was ex- 
tenſive and may Indian were engaged in it. Hamilton took 
poſt at St. Vincents in the winter, to have all things in readi- 
neſs for invading the American ſettlements, as ſoon as the 
ſeaſon of the year would permit, Clarke on hearing that 
Hamilton had weakened himſelf by ſending away aconſider- 
able part of his Indians againſt the frontier ſettlers, formed 
the reſolution of attacking him, as the beſt expedient for 
preyenting the miſchiefs which were deſigned againſt his 
country. After ſurmounting many difficulties he arrived 
with 130 men unexpectedly at St. Vincents. FA 
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flicted and retorted, with infinite variety of ſcenes of 
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The town immediately ſubmitted to the Americans, and 
aſſiſted them in taking the fort. The next day Hamilton, 
with the garriſon, agreed to ſurrender priſoners of war on 
articles of capitulation, Clarke on hearing that a convoy 
of Britiſh goods and provifions was on its way from De- 
troit, detached a party of fixty men which met them, and 
made prize of the whole, By this well conducted and 
ſpirited attack on Hamilton, his intended expedition was 
nipped in the bud. Col. Clarke tranſmitted to the coun- 
cil of Virginia letters and papers, relating to Lieut. Goy, 
Hamilton, Philip De Jean juſtice of peace for Detroit, 
and William Lamothe captain of volunteers, whom he 
had made priſoners. The board reported that Hamilton 
had incited the Indians to perpetrate their accuſtomed 
cruelties on the defenceleſs inhabitants of the United 
States—had at the time of his captivity ſent confiderable 
detachments of Indians againſt the frontiers—had ap- 
pointed a great council of them, to meet him and concert 
the operations of the enſuing campaign—had given ſtand- 
ing rewards for ſcalps, and had treated American priſoners 
with cruelty. They alſo reported, that it appeared that 
De Jean was the willing and cordial inſtrament of Hamil 
ton, and that Lamothe was captain of the volunteer 
ſcalping parties of Indians and tories, who went out from 
time to time, under general orders to ſpare neither men, 
women, nor children, They therefore confidering them 
as fit objects, on which to begin the work of retaliation— 
adviſed the Governor to put them in irons —confine them 
in the dungeon of the public jail—debar them the uſe of 
pen, ink and paper, and exclude them from all converſe, 
except with their keeper. 

Col. Gooſe Van Schaick, with 55 men, marched from 
Fort Schuyler to the Onandago ſettlements, and burned the 
whole, conſiſting of about 50 houſes, together with a large 
quantity of proviſions. Horſes, and ſtock of every kind, 
were killed, The arms and ammunition of the Indians 
were either deſtroyed or brought off, and their ſettlements 
were laid waſte. Twelve Indians were killed, and 34 
made priſoners. This expedition was performed in lets 
than fix days, and without the loſs of a ſingle man. 

In this manner, the favage of the war was carried 
on in America. Waſte and ſometimes cruelty were in- 


horror and diſguſt. The ſelfiſh paſſions of human na. 


ture unreſtrained by ſocial ties, broke over all bounds of 


decency 
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eney or huniarity.” The American refugees, who had 1779. 
fed to the weſtern A dernets indulged their paſſion for ra- . 
zine by aſſuming the colour and dreſs of Indians. At other 
times they acted as guides, and conducted theſe mercileſs 
nyagers into ſuch ſettlements, as afforded the moſt valuable 
booty, and the faireft proſpect of eſcape. "The favages en- 
couraged by Britiſh preſents and agents, and Jed on by 
American refugees well acquainted with the country, and 
who cloaked the moſt conſummate villainy under the ſpeci- 
ous name of loyalty, extended their depredations and mur- 

A particular detail of the devaſtation of property—of the 
liſtreſs of great numbers who eſcaped, only by flecing to 
he woods, where they ſubſiſted without covering on the 
hontaneous productions of the earth and of the harbarous 
murders which were committed on perſons of every age and 
x, would be ſufficient to freeze every breaſt with horror. 

In ſundry expeditions which had been carried on againſt 
he Indians, ample vengeance had been taken on ſome of 
them, but theſe partial ſucceſſes produced no laſting benefit. 
The few who eſcaped, had it in their power to make thou- 
ands miſerable. For the permanent ſecurity ef the frontier 
inhabitants, it was reſolved in the year 1779 to carry a de- 
ciſive expedition into the Indian country. A conſiderable 
body of continental troops was ſelected for this purpoſe, 
nd put under the command of General Sullivan. The 
Indians who form the confederacy of the fix nations, com- 
monly called the Mohawks, were the objects of this expe- 
tion. They iphabit that immenſe and fertile tract of 
country, which lies between New-England, the middle 
Yates and the province of Canada. They had been adviſed / 
by Congreſs, and they had promiſed, to obſerve a neutrality 
u the war, but they ſoon departed from this line of conduct. 
The Oneidas and a few others were friends to the Ameri- 
ans, but a great majority took part decidedly againſt them. 
Overcome by the preſents and promiſes of Sir John Johnſon 
ud other Britiſh agents, and their own native appetite for 
&predation, they invaded the frontiers carrying ſlaughter 
nd devaſtation wherever they went. From the vicinity of 
heir ſettlements, to the inhabited parts of the United States, 
dey facilitated the inroads of the more remote Indians. 
Much was therefore expected from their expulſion. When fes 

Sullivan was on his way to the Indian country he 
Vol. II. G g was 
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was joined by the American General Clinton with upwards 
of 1000. men. The latter made his way down the Suſque- 
hannah by a ſingular contrivance. The ſtream of water in 
that river was too low to float his batteaux. To 

this inconvenience, he raiſed with great induſtry a dam 
acroſs the mouth of the Lake Otſego, which is one of the 


ſources. of the river Suſquehannah, The lake being con- 
ſtantly ſupplied by ſprings ſoan roſe to the height of the 
dam. General Clinton having got his batteaux ready, 
opened a paſſage through the dam for the water to flow. 
This raiſed the river fo high that he was enabled to embark 
all his troops and to float them down. to Tioga. By this 
exertion they ſoon joined Sullivan. The Indians on heari 

of the expedition p̃rojected againſt them, acted with firm- 
neſs. They collected their ſtrength, took poſſeſſion of pro- 
per ground, and fortified it with judgment. General Sul. 
livan attacked them in their works. They ſtood a canno- 
nade for. more than, two hours but then gave way, This 
engagement proved deciſive: After the trenches were 
forced, the Indians fled without making any attempt to 
rally. They were purſued for ſome miles but without ef- 
fect. The conſternation. occaſioned among them by this 
defeat was ſo great, that they gave up all ideas of farther 
reſiſtance. As the Americans advanced into their ſettle- 
ments, the Indians retreated before:them, without throwing 
any obſtructions: in their way. General Sullivan penetrated 
into the heart of the country inhabited by the Mohawks, 
and ſpread deſolation every where. Many ſettlements in 


the form of towns were deſtroyed, beſides detached habita- 


tions. All their fields of corn, and whatever was in a ſtate 
of cultivation, underwent the ſame fate. Scarce any thing 


in the form of a houſe was left ſtanding, nor was an Indian 


to be ſeen. To the ſurpriſe of the Americans, they found 
the lands about the Indian towns well cultivated, and their 
houſes both large and commodious. The quantity of corn 
deſtroyed was immenſe. Orchards. in which were ſeveral 
hundred fruit trees were cut down, and of them ap- 


peared to have been planted for along ſeries of years. Ther 
gardens, which were enriched. with, great quantities of uſe- 
ful vegetables of different kinds, were laid waſte, The 
Americans were ſo full of reſentment againſt the Indians, 

for the many outrages they had ſuffered from them, and ſo 
bent on making the expedition-deailive, that the: ollcer 
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al ſolcters chectfuſty agreed to remain till the Rid fat 79. 
completed the deſtłu 107 the ſettlement. Mee ß | * 
rained in the country, leſſened the inconvenience 72 
ritions.” The ears of corn were 6 remarkably lar e, th 
many of them meaſured twenty two inches in 5 u Ne 
celfity ſusgelted a novel expedient for pulyerifing 2000 A 
thereof.” The foldi erforated à few of theif cam et- 
tes with bayoriets:” ale protruſions occafioned theteby 
wry z 2 5 Tarface, and by rubbing the ears of cor 
thereon, a"coarſe meal was ofodbced; w ich was eaſily cori-. 
verted into agreeable nouriſhment. 
In about three -moriths from his ſetting out, Sullivan 
reached Eaſton in Pennſylvania, and ſoon 125 rejoined che 
50 Indians, by this deciſive expedition, being 82 "of 
feel in the moſt ſenſible manner, thoſe calamities they 
wont to infli& on others, became cautious and timid. The 
ſufferings they had undergone, and the dread of a repetition" | 
of them, in caſe of their provokitig the reſentment of the = 
Americans, damped the ardor of their warriors from mak- 
ing incurſions into the American fettlemems. The fron- 
tiers, though not reſtored to perfect tranquillity, experienced 
m exemption from a great proportion of the calamities, in 
which they had been lately involved. 
Though theſe good conſequences reſulted from this ex- 
pedition, yet about the time of its commencement, and be- 1351 
fore its termination; ſeveral detached parties of Indians diſ- 
tefſed different ſertlettients in the United States. A party 
of 60 Indians, and 27 white men, under Brandt, attacked 
the Miniſink ſettlement, aud burnt 10 houſes, 12 barns, a 
fort and two mills, and carried off much plunder, together 
vith ſeveral priſoners. The militia Hom Goſhen and the July 23. 
neinity, to'the amount of 149, collected and purſued them, 
but with fo little caution that they were ſurpriſed and * 
ſeated. About this time, General Williamſon and Colonel 
Pickens, both of South-Carolina, entered the Indian coun- 
ty adjacent to the frontier of their State, burned and de- — — 
troyed the corn of eight towns, and inlifted upon the In- 
removing immediately from their late habntations into 
more remote ſettlements, 
In * ſame month; Colonel Broadhead engaged in $ fuc- 
expedition Fe the Mingo, Munſey, and Seneka 
han f He left * 605 men, and Was gone 
about 


Aug. 22. 
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about ve weeks, in which time he penetrated about 200 


wood miles from the fort, deſtroyed a number of Indian huts and 


Aug. 
1780. 


Octo. 
1780. 


1781. 


about 500 acres of corn. ö 
The State of New- Vork continued to ſuffer in its fron- 
tier, from Indians and their tory affociatey, Theſe burnt 


50 houſes, and 47 barns, the principal part of Canjjohary, 


a fine ſettlement about 56 miles from Albany. They alſo 
deſtroyed 27 houſes at Schoharie, and 20 at Normans creek. 
In about two months after, they made a ſecond irruption, 
and attacked Stone Arabia, Canaſioraga and Schohavie, 
At the ſame time, they laid waſte a great extent of country 
about the Mohawk river, killed a number of the ſettlers, 
and made many priſoners, ; wr 

The Cherokee Indians, having forgot the conſequences 
of provoking the Americans to invade their ſettlements in 
the year 1776, made an incurſion into Ninety- ſix diſtrict 
in South-Carolina, maſſacred ſome families, and burned ſe- 
veral houſes. General Pickens collected a party of the mi- 
litia, and penetrated into their country. This he accom- 
pliſhed in fourteen days, at the head of 394 horſemen. In 
that ſhort ſpace, he burned thirteen towns and villages 


killed 2 of 40 Indians, and took a number of priſon- 
ers. 


ot one of his party was killed, and only two were 
wounded. None of the expeditions againſt the Cherokees 
had been ſo rapid and deciſive as this one. The Americans 
did not expend three rounds of ammunition, and yet only 
three Indians eſcaped after having been once ſeen. On 
this occaſion, a new and ſucceſsful mode of fighting them 
was introduced. The American militia ruſhed forwards on 
horſe-back and charged the Indians with drawn ſwords. 
The vanquiſhed Cherokees again ſued for peace, in the 
moſt ſubmiffive terms and obtained it, but not till they had 
promiſed, that inſtead of liſtening to the advice of the roy- 
aliſts, inſtigating them to war, they would deliver to the 
authority of the State of South-Carolina, all who ſhould 
viſit them on that errand. 

_ Towards the end of the war, there was a barbarous and 
unprovoked maſſacre of ſome civiliſed Indians, who had been 
ſettled near the Muſkingum. Theſe under the influence of 
ſome. pious miſſionaries of the Moravian perſuaſion, had 
been formed into ſome degree of civil and religious order. 
They abhorred war, and would take no part therein, giving 
for reaſon that The Great Being did not make Far to 

a | | enroy 


. mw ne EO Bae gg me TT” 6Os 


0 . .. . 


„ . wy * 


= 
5 ern mm,, 


» b 1 a «ca. ev Tk © 


ow 


at. = WT 6 WE 3 at. © £ 


Hs. a... * 1 - 0 


— — c_ * FF ww *” * 


| AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
deſtroy men, but to loye and aſſiſt each other. From a 


love of peace they adviſed thoſe of their own, colour, Who | 


were bent on war, to deſiſt from it. They were alſo led 
from humanity, to inform the white people of their danger, 
when they knew that their ſettlements were about to be in- 
vaded. 'This proyoked the hoſtile Indians to ſuch a degree, 
that they carried theſe pacific people quite away from Muſk- 
ingum to a bank of Sanduſky creek; They finding corn 
dear and ſcarce in their new habitations, obtained liberty to 
come back in the fall of the ſame year to Mufkingum, that 
they might alete er thay. had. tel, Fre theip 
removal. | ES, | 
When the white people, at and near Monongahala, heard 
that a number of Indians were at the Moravian towns ap 
the Muſkingum, they gave out. that their intentions were 
hoſtile. Without any further enquiry, 160 of them crofſed 
the Ohio, and put to death theſe harmleſs, inoffenſive peo- 
ple, though they made no reſiſtance, In conformity to their 
religious principles, theſe aaa, ſubmitted to 
their hard fate, without attempting to deftroy their murder- 
ers. Upwards of ninety of this pacific ſet were killed by 
men, who while they called themſelves Chriſtians, were 
infinitely more deſerving of the name of Savages than thoſe 
whom they inhumanly murdered, . 2 5 
Scon after this unprovoked maſlacre, a party of the Ame- 
ricans ſet out for Sanduſky, to deſtroy the Indian towns in 
that part; but the Delawares, W yandots, and other Indians 
oppoſed them. An engagement enſued, in which ſome of 
the white people were killed, and ſeveral were taken priſons 
ers... Among the latter was Colonel Crawford and his ſon 
in law. The Colonel was ſacrificed to the manes of thoſe 
Indians, who were maſlacred at the Moravian towns, The 
other priſoners were put to death with the tomakawk.. 
Throughout the American war, the deſolation brought 
by the Indians on the frontier ſettlements of the United 
States, and on the Indians by the Americans, were ſuffici- 
ent to excite compaſſion in the moſt obdurate hearts, 
Not only the men and warriors, but the women and chil- 
dren, and whole ſettlements were involved in the promiſ- 


cyous deſolations. Each was made a ſcourge to the other, 


and the unavoidable calamities of war were rendered doubly 
litrefling, by the diſperſion of families, the breaking up of 
nts, and an addition of ſavage cruclties to the moſt 
| | OT OS e 
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Campaign of 1780 in the Southern States. 
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HE ſucceſsful defence of Savannah, together with the 
: ſubſequent departure of Count D*Eftaing from che 
coaſt of the United States, ſoon diſſipated all apprehenſions, 
previouſly entertained for the ſafety of New-York. These 
Leeumflances pointed out to Sir Henry Clinton, the pro- 
priety of renewing offenſive operations. Having effeQed 
nothing of importance for the two preceding campaigns, 
he turned his attention ſouthwardly, and regaled himſelf” 
with flattering proſpects of eaſy conqueſt, among the weaker 
States. The ſuitablenefs of the climate for winter operati- 
ons, the richneſs of the country, and its diftance from ſup- 
port, deſignated South-Carolina as a proper object of enter- 
rize. | No ſooner therefore was the departure of the French 
cet known and confirmed, than Sir Henry Clinton com- 
mitted the command of the royal army in New-York to 
Lieutenant-General Kniphauſen, and embarked for the 
fouthward, with four flank battalions, 12 regiments, and a 
corps Byitiſh, Heſſian and Provincial, a powerful detach- 
ment of artillery, 250 cavalry, —_— with an ample ſup- 
ly of military ſtores and proviſions. Vice Admiral Ar- 
burhnot with a ſuitable naval force, undertook to convey 
e troops to the place of their deſtination. The whole ſail- 
1779. ed from New-York. After a tedious and dangerous paſ- 
Dec. 26. ſage, in which part of their ordnance, moſt of their artil- 
lery, and all their cavalry horſes were loft, the fleet arrived 
Jan. 31. at ybee in Georgia. n a few days, the tranſports with 
the army on board, failed from Savannah for North-Ediſto, 
and after a ſhort paſſage, the troops made good their land- 
Feb. 11. my how 30 miles from Charleſtown, and took poſſeſſion of 


's-Illand and Stony-ferry, and foon after of _ 
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the Americans time to fortify Charleſtown. | 
with the loſſes which the royal _ had ſuſtained in the 
late tempeſtuous weather, induced 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


Hand, and Wappoo-cut.—A bridge was thrown over the 1780. 
canal, and part of the royal army took poſt on the banks of 
Aſhley river oppoſite to Charleſto won. 


The aſſembly of the State was fitting when the Britiſh 
landed; but broke up after « delegating to Governor Rut- 
ledge, and ſuch of his council as he could conveniently con- 
ſult, a power to do every thing neceffary'for the public 

except the taking away the life of a citizen without 


'A legal trial.” The Governor immediately ordered the mi- 
litia to rendezvous. Though the neceſſity was great, few 
-obeyed the preſſing call. A proclamation was iſſued by the 


Governor, under his extraordinary powers, requiring ſuch 
of the militia as were regularly draughted, and all the in- 
habitants and owners of property in the town, to repair to 
the American ſtandard and join the garrifon immediately, 
under pain of confiſcation. This fevere though neceſfar 
meaſure produced very little effect. The country was muc 
diſpirited by the late repulſe at Savannah. | | 
The tedious paſſage from Neu- Vork to 1 gave 
is together 


ir Henry Clinton, to 
diſpatch an order to New-Y ork for reinforcements, of men 
and ſtores. He alſo directed Major-General Prevoſt, to 
ſend on to him twelve hundred men from the garriſon of 
Savannah. Brigadier-General Patterſon; at the head of 
this detachment, made his way good over the river Savan- 


nah, and through the intermediate country, atid ſoon after 


joined Sir Henry Clinton hear the banks of Aſflley- river. 


The royal forces without delay proceeded to the ſiege. At Mar. 


Wappoo on James-Iſland, they formed a depot, and erected 
fortifications' both on that iſland and on the main, oppoſite 


to the ſouthern and weſtern extremities of Charleſtown. An 


advanced party croſſed Aſhley-river, and ſobn after broke 


ground at the diſtance of 1 100 yards from the American 
works: At ſuccefhve periods, they erected five batteries 


on Charleſtown neck. The garrifon was equally aſſiduous 


in paring for its defence. The works which had been 
7 t 


rown up, were ſtrengthened and extended. 

ines and redoubts were continued acrofs from Cooper to 
Aſhley river. In front of the whole was a ſtrong abbatis, 
and a wet ditch made by paſſing a canal from the heads of 


ſwamps, 


— 
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the lines were no more than field works, yet Sit Henry 


tion with the country by water. A poſt was alſo ordered 


Mar. 21. 


forty-four guns, did not mount half bf that number, two of 


er Commodore Whipple, was to prevent Admiral Arbuth- 
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ſwamps, which run in oppoſite directions. Between the 
abbatis and the lines, deep holes were dug at ſhort inter. 
vals. The lines were made particularly ſtrong on the right 
and left, and ſo conſtructed as to rake the wet ditch in al. 
moſt its whole extent. To ſecure: the center, a horn-work 
had been ereted; which being cloſed during the fiege form- 
ed a kind of citadel, Works were, alfo thrown up on all 
ſides of the town, where a landing was practicable. Though 


Clinton treated them with the xeſpectful homage of three 
parallels. From the 3d to the 1oth of April, the firſt pa- 
rallel was completed, and immediately after the town was 
ſummoned to ſurrender. On the 12th, the batteries were 
opened, and from that day an almoſt inceſſant fire was kept 
up. About the time the batteries were opened, a work was 
thrown up near Wando-river, nine miles from town, and 
another at Lempriere's point, to preſerye the communica- 


at a ferry over the Santee, to favour the coming in of rein- 
forcements, or the retreat of the garriſon when neceſſary. 
The Britiſh marine force conſiſting of one ſhip of fifty guns, 
two of forty-four guns, four of thirty-two, and the Sand. 
wich armed ſhip, crofled the bar in front of Rebellion- road 
and anchored in Five-fathom-hole. The American force 
oppoſed to this, was the Bricole, which though. pierced for 


2 guns, one of 28, two of 26, two of 20, and the brig 
otre Dame of 16 guns. The firſt object of its command- 


not from croſſing the bar, but on farther examination this 
was found to be impracticable. He therefore fell back to 
Fort-Moultrie, and afterwards to Charleſtown. The crew 
and guns of all his veſſels, except one, were put on ſhore 


to reinforce the batteries. T 


April 9. 


Admiral Arbuthnot weighed anchor at Five fathom hole, th 
and with the advantage of a ſtrong ſoutherly wind, and Wv 
flowing tide, paſſed Fort-Moultrie without Part to en- th 


gage it, and anchored near the remains of Fort Johnſon. n 
| 


onel Pinckney who commanded on Sullivan's-Iſland, 0 
kept up a briſk and well directed fire on the ſhips in their 7 
paſſage, which did as great execution & could be expected. | 
To prevent the royal armed veſſels from running into Coo- | 
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per yer, eleven veſſels were ſunk in the channel oppoſite 1780. 
to the exchange. The batterjes ↄf the befiegers ſoon ob- 
uined 4 ſuperiority over thoſe of the town. The former 
ad 21 mortars and royals; the latter only two. The regu 
ur force in the garriſon was much inferior to that of the 
beſiegers; and but few of the militia could be perſuaded to 
leave their plantations, and reinforce their hrethren in the 
capital. A camp was formed at Monk's-eorner, to keep 
up the communication between the town and country, and 
the militta without the lines, were requeſted” to rendezvous 
there :' but this was ſurpriſed and routed by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tarleton. The Britiſh having now leſs to fear, 
extended themſelves to the eaſtward of Cooper-river. Two 
hundred and fifty horſe, and 600 infantry Ne detached on 
this ſervice, but nevertheleſs in the opinion of à council of 
var, the weak ſtate of the garriſon, made it improper to 
detach a number ſufficient to attack that ſmall force. About April 16. 
this time Sir Henry Clinton received a reinforcement of 18. 
zooo men from New-York. A ſecond council of war 
held four days after the firſt, agreed that “ a retreat would 20. 
be attended with many diſtreſſing inconveniences, if not 
together impraQticable,** and adviſed, © that offers of ca- 
pitulation before their affairs became more critical ſhould 
be made to General Clinton, which might admit of the 
amy's withdrawing, and afford ſecurity to the perſons and 
property of the inhabitants.“ Theſe terms being propoſed, 
| vere inſtantly rejected, but the garriſon adhered to them, 
n bopes that ſuccours would arrive from the — 8. 
c dates. The bare offer of capitulating, diſpirited the gar- 
; ſon, but they continued to reſiſt in expectation of favour- 
able events. The Britiſh ſpeedily completed the inveſtiture 
che town, both by land and water. After Admiral Ar- 
buthnot had paſſed Sullivan's-Iſland, Colonel Pinckney, with 
150 of the men under his command, were withdrawn from 
that poſt to Charleſtown. Son after the fort on the iſland May 6, 
was ſurrendered without oppoſition to Captain Hudſon f 
tie royal navy. On the ſame day, the remains of the Ame- 
nean cavalry which eſcaped from the ſurpriſe at Monk's- 
corner, on the 14th of April, were again ſurpriſed by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tarleton at Laneau's-ferry on Santee, and 
de whole either killed, captured or diſperſed. © While every 
ling proſpered with the Britiſh, Sir Henry Clinton began 
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May 12. 


a-correſpondence with General Lincoln, and renewed his 


the iſon at a leſs diſtance, than a hundred yards. The 


Lincoln in a petition, expreſſing their acquieſcence in the 


former offers to the garriſon in caſe of their ſurrender. Lin. 
coln was diſpoſed to cloſe with them, as far as they reſpecbel 
his army, but ſome demur was made with a view of gain. 
ing better terms for the citizens, which it was hoped might 
be obtained on a conference. This was aſked : but Clinton 
inſtead of granting it, anſwered & that hoſtilities ſhould re. 
commence at & o'clock.” Nevertheleſs, neither party fired 
till nine. The garriſon then recommenced hoſtilities. The 
befiegers immediately followed, and each cannonaded the 
other with unuſual briſkneſs. The Britiſh batteries of the 
third parallel opened on this occaſion. Shells and carcaſs 
were thrown into almoſt all parts of the town, and ſeveri 
houſes were burned. The cannon and mortars played on 


— > ==> 2s D352. 


Hefhian chaſſeurs were ſo near the American lines, that 
with their rifles they could eaſily ſtrike any object that wa 
viſible on them. The Britiſh having croſſed the wet ditch 
by ſap, advanced within 25 yards of the American works, 
and were ready for making a general aſſault by land and un- 
ter. All expeQation of ſuccour was at an end. The only 
hope left was that gooo men, the flower of the Britiſh at- 
my, ſeconded by a naval force, might fail in ſtorming ex- 
tenſive lines defended by leſs than zoo men. Under theſe 
circumſtances, the ſiege was protracted till the 12th. On 
that day a great number of the citizens addrefled General 


terms which Sir Henry Clinton had offered, and requeſting 
his acceptance of them. On the reception of this petition, 
General Lincoln wrote to Sir Henry, and offered to accept 
the terms before propoſed. The royal commanders wiſhing 
to avoid the extremity of a ſtormy and unwilling to preßt tc 
unconditional ſubmiſſion an enemy, whoſe friendſhip they 
wiſhed to. conciliate, returned a favourable anſwer. A ca- 
pitulation was ſigned, and Major-General Leſlie took pol- 
ſeſſion of the town on the next day. The loſs on both ſide 
during the ſiege was nearly equal. Of the King's troop 
76 were killed, and 189 wounded, Of the Americans 6 
were killed and 140 wounded, * Upwards of 300 pieces e 
artillery were ſurrendered. By the articles of capitulation 
the garriſon was to march out of town, and to depoſit thei 
arms in front of the works, but the drums were not to beat 


a Britiſh march, nor the colours to be uncaſed. The — 
tinen 
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tinental troops and feamen were to keep their 
remain priſoners of war till ex 
o be permitted to return to their reſpective homes as pri- 
faners on parole, and while they adhered to their parole, 
were not to be molefted by the Britiſh: troops in perſon or 
property. The inhabitants of all conditions to be confider- 
d as priſoners on parole, and to hold their property 
ſame terms with the militia, The ofhcers of the army and 
navy to retain their ſer vants ſwords, piſtols and baggage 
unſearched. 'They were-permitted to Gl their horſes, but 
not to remove them. A " veſſel was allowed to proceed to 
Philadelphia with General Lincoln's diſpatches unopened. 
The numbers which ſurrendered priſoners of war, inclu- 
fve- of the militia and every adult male inhabitant, was 
above 5000, but the proper garriſon at the time of the ſur- 
render did not exceed 2500. The preciſe number of pri- 
rates in the continental army was 1977, of which number 
zoo were in the hoſpitals. The captive officers were much 


Major-General, 6 Brigadiers, 9 Colonels, 14 Lieutenant- 
Colonels, 15 Majors, 84 Captains, 84 Lieutenants, 32 
ſecond Lieutenants and Enfigns. The gentlemen of 
country, who. were moſtly militia officers, from a — 
honour repaired to the defence of Charleftown, thou 

could — bri 8 privates equal to their —— ive 
be regular — were fully othcered, 
— — deficient in privates. 

This was the firſt inſtance, in which the Americans had 
attempted to defend a town. The unſucceſsful event with 
ts conſequences, demonſtrated the policy of aw. the 
towns of the Mannen n 
by riſquing too much for their defence. 

Much cenſure was undeſervedly caſt on General Lincoln, 
for attempting the defence of Charleſtown. Though the 
contrary plan was in general the beſt, he had particular rea- 
bons to juſt ify his deviation from the example of the com 
mander in chief of the American army. Charleſtown was 
the only conſiderable town in the ſouthern extreme of the 
tonfederacy, -and for its —— South-Carolina and 
the adjacent States ſeemed willing to make great exertions. 
— reinforcements, promiſed for its defence, were 

eien 


of N — South-Carolina gave General Lincoln 3 
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more in proportion than the privates, and conſiſted of one 


putpoſe. Tho Congreſs, and the States | 
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May 22. 


June 1. 


cept by their own legillatures,” 


who had families were informed & That they would be 


aſhft in driving their oppreſſors, and all the miſeries of war, 


and proviſions, in the ſame manner as the 
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to expect an army of qqoo men to ſecond his operations, 
but from a variety of cauſes his army, including the militia 
was little more than one-third of that number. As long 
an evacuation was practicable, he had ſuch aſſurances d 
ſupport, that he could not attempt it with = "© Be. 
fore he could be aſcertained of the futility of theſe afſuranceg, 
the Britiſh had taken ſuch a poſition, that in the opinion of 
good judges a retreat could not be ſucceſsfully made. 
Shortly after the ſurrender, the commander in chief 
adopted fundry meaſures to induce the inhabitants to retum 
to their allegiance. It was ſtated to them in an handbill, 
which though without a name ſeemed to flow from auth. 
rity: „ That the helping hand of every man was wanting 
to re-eſtabliſh peace and good government That the com- 
mander in chief wiſhed not to draw them into danger, while 
any doubt could remain of his ſucceſs, but as that was now 
certain, he truſted that one and all would heariily join, and 
give effect to neceſſary meaſures for that purpoſe.” Thoſe 


permitted to remain at home, and form a militia for the 
maintenance of peace and good order, but from thoſe who 
had no families it was expected that they would cheerfully 


from their borders To ſuch it was promiſed © That 
when on ſervice, they would be allowed pay, ammunition 

| King's troops.” 
About the ſame time, Sir Henry Clinton in a proclamation 
declared “ That if any perſon ſhould thenceforward appear 
in arms in order to prevent the eſtabliſhment of his Majeſty's 
government in that country, or ſhould under any pretence 
or authority whateyer, attempt to compel any other perſon 
or perſons ſo to do, or who ſhould hinder the King's faith; 
ful ſubjects from joining his forces, or from performing 
thoſe duties their anions required, ſuch perſons ſhould 
be treated with the utmoſt ſeverity, and their eſtates be im- 
mediately ſeized for confiſcation.” In a few days after, dir 
Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot, in the character of 
commiſſioners for reſtoring peace, offered to the inhabitants, 
with ſome exceptions, „Pardon for their paſt treaſonable 
offences, and a re-inftatement in the poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
rights and immunities which they heretofore had enjoyed 
under a free Britiſh government exempt from taxation, ex- 
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The capital having ſurrendered, the next object wich he 1780. 


Fritiſh was to ſecure the general ſubmiſſion of the whole 


of the people... : FA ren | 

o this end, they poſted garriſons in different parts of 
the country to awe the inhabitants. They alſo marched 
with; upwards of 2000 men towards North-Carolina. This 
cauſed an immediate retreat of ſome parties of Americans, 
who had advanced into the northern 7 of South- 
Carolina, with the expectation of relieving Charleſtown. 
One of "theſe, conſiſting of about 300 continentals com- 
manded by Colonel Buford, was overtaken at Wachaws 
by Lieutenant- Colonel Tarleton and completely defeated. 
Five out of ſix of the whole were either killed or ſo badly 
wounded, as to be incapable of being moved from the field 
of battle; and this took place though they made ſuch-inef- 
ſectual oppolition as only to kill 12 and wound five of the 
Britiſh, This great diſpropoption of the killed on the two 
ides, aroſe from the circumſtance that Tarleton's party re- 
fuſed quarter to the Americans, after they had ceaſed to 
reſiſt and laid down their arms. ' 

Sir Henry Clinton having left about 4000 men for the ſou- 
thern ſervice, embarked early in June with the main army 
for New-York. On his departure the command devolved 
on. Lieutenant-General Cornwallis. The ſeaſon of the 
year, the condition of the army, and the unſettled ſtate of 
douth-Carolina, impeded the immediate invaſion of North- 
Carolina. Earl Cornwallis diſpatched inſtructions to the 
principal loyaliſts in that ſtate to attend to the harveſt, pre- 
pare proviſions, and remain quiet till the latter end of Au- 
zuſt or beginning of September. His Lordſhip committed 
the care of the frontier to Lord Rawdon, and repairing to 
Charleſtown, devoted his principal attention to the com- 


mercial and civil regulations of South-Carolina. In the _ 


mean time, the impoſſibility of fleeing with their families 
and effects, and the want of an army to which the militia 
of the States might repair, induced the-people in the coun- 
try, to abandon all ſchemes of farther reſiſtance. At Beau- 
fort, Camden, and Ninety-ſix, they generally laid down. 
their arms, and ſubmitted either as priſoners or as ſubjects. 
Lxcepting the extremities of the ſtate bordering on North- 
Carolina, the inhabitants who did not flee out of the coun- 
ty preferred ſubmiſſion to reſiſtance... This was followed 
by an unuſual calm, and the Britiſh believed that the ate. 
\ was 


— 


2 ao popne 
to make an experiment from whieh much was expected. 


a * 


"THE HISTORY or THY 


and for the omiffion of which, Sir Henry Clinton's prede. 
ceſſor Sir William How, had been ſeverely - cenſured: It 
had been confidently aſſerted, that a majority of the Ame. 
ricans were well affected to the Britifh government, and 
that under proper regulations, ſubſtantiaf ſervice might be 
expected from them, in reſtoring the country to peace. At 
this criſis every bias in favour of Congreſs was removed. 
Fheir armies in the ſouthern States were either captured or 
defeated. There was no regular force to the ſouthward of 
Pennſylvania, which was ſufficient to awe” the friends of 
government. Every encouragement was held forth, 

to thoſe of the inhabitants who would with arms fupport the 
old conſtitution. Confiſeation and death were threatened 
as the conſequence of oppoſing its re- eſtablimmment. White 
there was no regular army within 400 miles to aid the 
friends of independence, the Britiſh were in force poſted 
over all the country. The people were thus left to them- 
ſelves, or rather ſtrongly impelled to abandon an apparently 
ſinking cauſe, and arrange themſelves on the fide of the con- 
querors. Under theſe favourable cireamſtanees, the ex- 
periment was made, for ſupporting the Britiſh intereſt by 
the exertion'of loyal inhabitants, unawed by American at- 
mies or republican demagogues. It ſoon appeared that the 
diſguiſe which fear had ' impoſed, ſubfiſted no longer than the 
preſent danger, and that the minds of the people though 
overawed were aCtuated by 'an hoſtite ſpirit. In profecut- 
ing the ſcheme for obtaining a military aid from the inhabi- 
tants; that tranquillity which previous facceffes had pro- 
cured: was diſturbed, and that aſcendency which arms had 
gained was interrupted.” The inducement to ſubmiſſion 
with many, was a hope of obtaining a reſpite from the ca- 
lamities of wary, under the ſhelter of Britiſh protection. 
Such were not leſs aſtoniſhed than confounded, on finding 
themſelves virtually called upon to take arms in ſupport of 
royal government. This was done in the following man- 
ner: after the inhabitants by the ſpecious promiſes of pro- 
tection and ſecurity, had generally ſubmitted as ſubjects, or 
taker: their parole as e of war, a proclamation was 
iſſued by Sir Henry Clinton which ſet forth “ That it was 
proper for all perſons to take an active part in ſettling and 
ſecuring his Majeſty's arab 5 be | 
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gelared “ That all the inhabitants of the province who 1780. 
nere then priſoners. on parole (thoſe who were taken in — 
fort- Moultrie and Charleſtown, and ſuch as were in actual 
confinement excepted) ſhould, from and after the 20th of 
june, be freed from their paroles, and reſtored to all the 
rights and duties belonging to citizens and inhabitants.” 
And it was in the ſame proclamation farther declared that 
il perſons under the deſcription above-mentioned, who: 
ſhould afterwards negle& to return to their allegiance, and 
to his Majeſty's government, ſhould be conſidered as ene- 
mies and rebeis to the ſame, and treated according. It 
ws deſigned by this arbitrary change of the political con- 
lition of the inhabitants from priſoners to citizens, to bring 
them into a dilemma, which would force them to take an 
Ave part in ſettling and ſecuring the royal government. 
It involved a majority in the nec of either fleeing out 
of the country, or of becoming a Britiſh militia. ith 
this proclamation the declenſion of Britiſh: authority com- 
menced, for though the inhabitants from motives of fear or 
convenience, had generally ſubmitted, the greateſt part of 
them retained an aff=Rion for their American brethren, and 
ſhuddered at the thought of taking arms againſt them. 

ſuch it was ſaid “ if we muſt fight, let ĩt be on the 
ide of America, our friends and countrymen.” A great 
number conſidering this proclamation as a diſcharge from 
their paroles, armed, themſelves. in. ſelf-defence, being in- 
duced. thereto by the royal menaces, that they who did not 
return to their allegiance as Britiſn ſubjects, muſt expect 
to be treated as rebels. A greater number from being in 
the power of the Britiſh, . exchanged their paroles as priſon- 
ers for the protection of ſubj ects, but this was done in many 
caſes; with a ſecret reſervation of breaking the compulſory 
, when a proper opportunity ſhould preſent 
elf. | | 


A party always attached to royal though 
they had conformed to the laws of the ſtate, rejoiced in the 
aſcendency of the royal arms, but their number was incon- 
ſuerable, in compariſon with the multitude who were oblig- 
ed by neceſſity, or induced by convenience, to accept of 
Britiſh protection. | | Legs: 
* The: precautions taken to prevent the riſing of the roya- 
lis in North - Carolina, di not anſwer the end. Several 
of the inhabitants of Tryon county, under the direction of 
Colonel. Moore took up arms, and were in a few * — 
i feate 


ford. Colonel Bryan another AN- though equally inju- 


and believing every thing told them favourable to their 


July 12. 


Lincoln to go out of town, was induſtriouſly and ſucceſs. 


THE HISTORY OF THE 
feated by the whig militia, commanded by General Ruther. 


dicious as to time, was ſucceſsful. He reached the 7 iſt re. 
giment ſtationed in the Cheraws with about 800 men, af. 
ſembled from the neighbourhood of the river Yadkin. + 
While the conquerors were endeavouring to ſtrengthen 
the party for royal government, the Americans were not 
inattentive to their intereſts, Governor Rutledge who dur. 
ing the ſiege of Charleſtown had been requeſted by General 


SST 


3 


2 


fully negociating with North-Carolina, Virginia and Con- 
reſs, to obtain a force for checking the progreſs of the 
Pricith arms. Repreſentations to the ſame effect, had alſo 
been made in due time by General Lincoln. Congreſs or- 
dered a confiderable detachment from their main army, to 
be marched to the Southward. North-Carolina alſo order. 
ed a large body of militia to take the field, As the Britiſh 
advanced to the upper country of South-Carolina, a conſi- 
derable number of determined whigs retreated before them, 
and took refuge in North- Carolina. In this clafs was Co- 
lonel Sumter. a diſtinguiſhed partizan, who was well quali- 
fied for conducting military operations. A party of exiles 
from South-Carolina, made choice of him for their leader, 
At the bead of this little band of freemen, he returned to 
his own ſtate, and took the field againſt the victorious Bri- 
tiſh, after the inhabitants had generally abandoned all ideas 
of farther reſiſtance. This unexpected impediment to the 
extenſion of Britiſh conqueſts rouſed all the paſſions'which 
diſappointed ambition can infpire. Previous ſucceſſes had 
flattered the royal commanders with hopes of diſtinguiſhed 
rank among the conquerors of America, but the renewal 
of hoſtilities obſcured the pleaſing proſpect. Fluſhed with 
the victories they had gained in the firſt of the campaign, 
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wiſhes to be true, they conceived that they had little to fear 
on the ſouth ſide of Virginia. When experience refuted 
theſe hopes, they were tranſported with indignation againſt 
the inhabitants, and confined ſeveral of them on ſuſpicion 
of their being acceſlary to the recommencement of hoſti- 
litigs. | | 
he firſt effort of renewed warfare was two months after 
the fall of Charleſtown, when 133 of Colonel Sumter's 
corps attacked and routed a detachment of the royal forces 
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and militia, which were poſted in a lane at Williamſon's 


plantation. 
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ſince their landing in the beginning of the year. 


a This was the firſt advantage gained over the. 1780. N 


The ſteady N friends of America, Who were very 
numerous in the No 5 
turned out with great _— to join Colonel Sumter, 
thaugh oppoſition to the Britiſh government, had entirely 
ceafed in every other part of the State. His troops in a 
few days amounted to 600 men. With this increaſe of 
frength, he made a ſpirited attack on a party of the Britifh 
t Rocky-Mount, but as he had no artillery, and they were 
fcured under cover of earth filled in between logs, he could 
make no impreſſion upon them, and was obliged to retreat. 
Senhible that the minds of men are infl d by enterpriſe 
and that to keep militia together it is neceſſary to employ 
them, this active partizan attacked another of the royal de- 
uchments, conſiſting of the Prince of Wales's regiment, 
and a large body of tories paſted at the Hanging-rock. The 
Prince of Wales's regiment was almoſt totally deftroyed. 
From 278 it was reduced to 9. The loyaliſts, who were 
of that which had advanced from North-Carolina un- 
der C Bryan, were diſperſed. The panic occaſioned 
by the-fall of Charleſtown daily abated. The whig militia 
on the extremities of the ſtate formed themſelves into par- 
ties, under leaders of their own choice, and ſometimes at- 
tacked detachments of the Britiſh army, but more frequent- 
ly thoſe of their own- countrymen, who as a royal militia 
were CO- ing with the King's forces. ile Sumter 
kept up the ſpirits of the people by a ſucceſſion of gallant 
enterprizes, a reſpectable continental force was advancing 
through the middle States, for the relief of their ſouthern 


-weftern frontier of South-Carolina, 


brethren, Wich the hopes of relieving Charleſtown, orders Mar. 26. 


were given for the Maryland and Delaware troops to march 
from General Wafhingten's head quarters to South-Caro- 
lna, but the Quarter-maſter-general was unable to put this 
detachment in motion as ſoon as was intended. | 

The manufacturers employed in providing for the army 
would neither go on with their buſineſs, nor deliver the ar- 
tices they had completed, declaring they had ſuffered fo 
much from the depreciation of the money, that they would 
not part with their property without immediate ,payment- 
Under theſe embarraſſing circumſtances, the Southern States 
required an aid from the northern army, to be marched 


trough the intermediate ſpace of 800 miles. The Mary- 
| $16 Hh „ i Al land 
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1780. land and Delaware troops were with great exertions 2 
WYNM length enabled to move. After marching rouge Jerke 
April 16. and Pennſylvania, they .embarked at the Head of Elk and 
landed ſoon ' after at Peterſburg, and thence, proceeded 
through the country towards South-Carolina, is force 
was at firſt put under the command of Major-Generil 
Baron de Kalb, and afterwards of General Gates. The 
ſucceſs of the latter in the northern campaigns of 1776 and 
1757, induced many to believe that his preſence as com- 
mander of the ſouthern army, would re-animate the friends 
of Independence. While Baron de Kalb commanded, x 
council of war had adviſed him to file off from the dire& 
road to Camden, towards the well cultivated ſettlements in 
the vicinity of the Waxhaws ; But General Gates on taking 
the command did not conceive this movement to be necel- 
ſary, ſuppoſing it to be moſt for the intereſt of the States 
that he ſhould proceed immediately with his army, on the 
ſhorteſt road to the vicinity of the Britiſh encampments, 
This led through a barren country, in paſſing over which, 
the Ameticans ſeverely felt the ſcarcity of proviſions. Their 
murmurs became audible, and there were ſtrong appear- 
ances of mutiny, but the officers who ſhared every cala- 
mity in common with the privates interpoſed, and conciliz 
ted them to a patient ſufferance of their hard lot. They 
rincipally ſubſiſted on lean cattle, picked up in the woods. 

pe whole army was under the neceſſity of uſing 
corn, and peaches in the place of bread. They were ſub- 
ſiſted for ſeveral days on the latter alone. Dyſenteries be- 
came common in conſequence of this diet. The heat of 
the ſeaſon, the unhealthineſs of the climate, together with 
inſufficient and unwholeſome food, threatened deſtruction 
to the army. The common ſoldiers, inſtead of deſponding, 
began after ſome time to be merry with their misfortunes. 
They uſed © ſtarvation” as a cant word, and vied with 
each other in burleſquing their ſituation. The wit and hu- 
mour diſplayed on the occaſion contributed not a little to 
Aug. 13. reconcile them to their ſufferings, The American army, 
having made its way through a country of pine-barrens, 
ſand-hills and ſwamps, reached Clermont, 13 miles from 
14. Camden. The next day, General Stephens arrived with 2 

large body of Virginia militia  _ 

As the Ametican army approached South-Carolina, Lord 


Rawdon concentered his force at Camden. The retreat of 


the Britiſh from their out-poſts, the advances of the Ame- 
rican 


6 


=wqcqQ fOonYnYw CY DD RY EU OD FP Oo nao co uo Cc 2a 


© - -- -- @-,.2 << = FM 


_——— — & - =-—, - 


hn 


3 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 467 

nan army, and the impolitie conduct of the conquerors 1780. 

towards their new ſubjetts, concurred at this juncture to 

produce a general revolt in favour of Congreſs. The peo- _ 

ple were daily more-diffatisfied with their frtuation. Tired 

of war, they had ſubmitted to Britiſh government with the 

expeation of bettering their condition, but they ſoon found 

their miſtake. The greateſt addreſs ſhould have been prac- 

tiſed towards the inhabitants, in order to ſecond the views 

of the Parent State in re-uniting the revolted colonies to 

her government) That the people might be induced to re- 

turn to the condition of ſubjects, their minds and affecti- 

ons, as well as their armies, ought to have been conquered. 

This delicate taſæ was tarely attempted. The officers; pri- 

vates and followers of the royal army, were generally more 

tos intent on amaſſing fortunes by plunder and rapine, than on 

he promoting a re- union of the diſſevered members of the em- 

ts, pire. Inſtead of increaſing the number of real friends to 

th, _— government, they diſguſted thoſe that they found. 
The high ſpirited: citizens of Carolina, -impatient of their 

ir. WW 7apine and inſolence, rejoiced in the proſpect of freeing their 

h. country from its oppreſſors. Motives of this kind, toge- 

iz. WJ ther with a prevailing attachment to the cauſe of — — 

1 induced many to break through all ties to join . 

4: WH ral Gates, and more to wiſh him the completeſt ſucceſs. - 

en © The ſimilarity of language and appearance between the 

\b. MW Britiſh and American armies, gave opportunities for im- 

be. W poſing on the inhabitants. Lieutenant- Colonel Tarleton 

of MW with a party, by aſſuming the name and dreſs of Americans, 

ich WI paſſed themſelves near Black-river, for the advance of 

ion 1 General Gates s army. Some of the neighbouring militia 

ng, I vere eagerly collected by Mr. Bradley, ts co-operate with 

ges. beir ſuppoſed: friends, but after ſome time the veil being 

ith WM brown aſide, Bradley and his volunteers were carried to 

bu- Camden, and confined there as priſoners. | | 

- to General Gates on reaching the frontier: of South-Caro- 

my, lia, iſſued a proclamation inviting the patriotic citizens 

ns, to join heartily in reſcuing — and their country, 

om ſtom the oppreſſion of a government impoſed on them by 

h 2 de ruffian hand of conqueſt.“ He alſo gave © aſſurances 
ot forgiveneſs and perfect ſecurity, to ſuch of the unfortu- 

ord ute citizens as had been induced by the terror of ſanguiriaty 

t of MW Puniſhment, the menace of confiſcation, and the arbitrary 

me- W deaſures of military domination, apparently to acquieſde 

can . H h 2 under 
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1780. under the Britiſh government, and to make a forced declg · 
Lond ration of allegiance and ſupport to a tyranny, which the in- 
dignant ſouls of citizens reſolved on freedom, inwardly re- 


volted at with horror and deteſtation,” excepting only from 
this amneſty, © thoſe who in the hour of devaſtation, had 
exerciſed acts of barbarity and depredation on the perſons 
and property of their fellow citizens.” The army with 
which Gates advanced, was by the arrival of Stephens's 
militia, increaſed nearly to 4000 men, but of this large 
number, the whole regular force was only goo infantry and 
70 cavalry. On the approach of Gates, Earl Cornwallis 
baſtened from Charleſtown to Camden, and arrived there 
on the 14th. The force which his lordſhip found collected 
on his arrival, was 1700 infantry and 300 cavalry, This 
inferior number would have juſtified a retreat, but he choſe 
rather to ſtake his fortune on the deciſion of a battle. On 
the night of the 15th, he marched from Camden with hig 
whole force, intending to attack the Americans in their 
camp at Clermont. In the ſame night „after order- 
ing his baggage to the Waxhaws, put his army in motion, 
with an intention of advancing to an eligible poſition, about 
8 miles from Camden. 'The American army was ordered 
to march at 10 o'clock P. M. in the following order. Co- 
lonel Armand's advance cavalry. Colonel Porterheld's 
light infantry, on the right flank of Colonel Armand's in 
Indian-file,' 200 yards from the road. Major Armſtrong's 
light infantry in the ſame order as Colonel Porterfield's on 
the left flank of the legion advanced guard of foot, com- 
poſed of the advanced piquets, firſt; brigade of Maryland, 
ſecond brigade of Maryland—diviſien of North-Carolvuia, 
Virginia rear + Volunteer cayalty, upon flanks of the 
baggage equally divided. The light ipfantry upon each 
flank were ordered to march up and ſupport the cavalry, if 
it ſhould be attacked by the Britiſh, cavalry, and Colonel 
Armand was directed in that caſe to ſtand the attack at all 

The advance of both armies met in the night and en- 
gaged. Some of the cavalry of Armand's legion, being 
wounded in the firſt fire fell back on otheta, who recoiled 
ſo ſuddenly, that the firſt Maryland regiment was broken, 
and the whole line of the army was thrown- into confuſton. 
This firſt imprefſion ſtruck deep, and diſpirited the militia- 
The American army ſoon recovered. its order, _— 


+ 


they and their adverfaries-kept their ground, and oceaſion- 1980. 


ally ſkirmiſhed through the night. Colonel Porterfield, a www 
moſt excellent officer, on whoſe abilities General Gates. 
particularly depended, was wounded in the early part of this 
night attack. In the morning a ſeuere and general engage. 
ment took place. At the firſt onſet; the great body of the 
Virginia militia; who formed the left wing of the army, oh 
being charged with fixed bayonets by the Britiſh infantry, 
threw down their arms, and with the utmoſt precipitation 
fled from the field. A conſiderable part of the North-Ca- 
rolina militia followed the unworthy example, but the con- 
tinentals who formed the right wing of the army, inferior 
2 they were in numbers to the Britiſh, ſtood their ground 
and maintained the conflict with great reſolution. Never 
aid men acquit themſelves better: for ſome time they had 
dearly the advantage of their opponents, and were in poſſeſ- 
fion of à conſiderable body of priſoners : overpowered at 
hf by numbers, and nearly ſurrounded by the enemy, ey 
were compelled reluctantly to leave the 8 In juſti 
to the North- Carolina militia, it ſhould be remarked that 

of the brigade commanded by General Gregory ac- 
quitted themſelves well. They were formed 7 we 


on the left of the continentals, and kept the field while th 
had a cartridge to fire, General Gregory himſelf w 
twice wounded by a bayonet in bringing off his men, and 
ſeverdl of his brigade, who were made priſoners, had no 
wourids except from bayonets. Two hundred and nit 
American wourided priſoners were carried into Camd 
after this action, of this number 206 were continentals, 82 
wete North-Carolina militia, and 2 were Virginia militia. 
The reſiſtance made by each corps, may in ſome degree 
de eſtimated from the number of wounded. The Ameri- 
cans loſt the whole of their artillery, eight field pieces, yp- 
wards of 200 waggons, and the greateſt part of their bag- 
almoſt all their officers were ſeparated from their 
petive commands. Every corps was broken in action 
and diſperſed. The fugitives who fled by the common 
road, were purſued above 20 miles by the horſe of Tarle- 
ton's legion, and the way was covered with arms, baggage 
and waggons. Baron de Kalb, the ſecond in command, a 
dnve and experienced officer, was taken priſoner and died 
„ This detail. was furniſhed by Mr. Williamſon, ſurgeon- general of the 


enn militia, who after the battle went into Camden with a 
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1780. on the next day of his wounds. The baron who was 1 
» German by birth, had long been in the French ſervice, 


With a very honourable inſcription. - General Rutherford 


He had travelled through the Britiſh: provinces, about the 
time of the ſtamp act, and is ſaid to have reported to his 
ſuperiors on his return, * that the coloniſts were ſo firm. 
ly and uniyerſally attached to Great+Britain, "that nothing 
could ſhake their loyalty.” The congreſs reſolved that 4 
monument ſhould be erected to his memory in Annapolis, 


of North-Carolina, -was wounded and taken. priſoner. 
The royal army fought with great bravery, but the com- 


pleteneſs of their victory was in a gteat degree awing to 


their ſuperiority in cavalry, and the precipitate flight of the 


American militia, Their whole loſs is ſuppoſed to have 


amounted to ſeveral hundreds. To add to the diſtreſſes of 
the Americans, the defeat of Gates was immediately fol. 
lowed by the ſurpriſe and diſperſion of Sumter's corps. 
While the former was advancing near to the Britiſh army, 
the latter who had preyiouſly taken poſt between Cemden 
and Charleſtown, took a number of priſoners and captured 
ſundry Britiſh flores, together with their convoy. On 
hearing of the defeat of his ſuperior officer, he began to re- 
treat with his priſoners and ſtores. Tarleton with his le- 
gion, and a detachment of infantry, purſued with ſuch ce- 
lerity and addreſs as to overtake and furprize this party at 
Fiſhing-creek. The Britiſh rode into their camp before 
they were prepared for defence. The retreating Ameri- 
cans, having been four days with little or no ſleep, were 
more obedient to the calls of nature, than attentiye to her 
firſt law ſelf-· preſervation. Sumter had taken every prudent 
precaution to prevent a ſurprize, but his yidettes were fo 
overcome with fatigue, that they, neglected their duty. 
With great difficulty he got a few to ſtand their ground for 
a ſhort time, but the greater part of his corps fled to the 
river or the woods. He loſt all his artillery, and his whole 
detachment was either killed, captured or diſperſed, The 
priſoners he had lately taken were all retaken. ' On the 17th 
and 18th of Auguſt about 150 of Gates's army rendezvouſ- 
ed at Charlotte. Theſe had reaſon to apprehend that they 
would be immediately purſued and cut to pieces. There 
was no magazine of ' proviſions in the town, and it was 


without any kind of defence. It was therefore concluded 


to retreat to Saliſbury. A circumſtantial detail of this, 
would be the picture of complicated wretchednefs. There 
I * | | —_—_ 
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x a WM were more wounded men than could be conyeniently carri= 1580. 
ce, ed off. The inhabitants hourly expected the Britiſh to ad- 8 


the unce into their ſettlement, and generally intending to flee, 


nis could not attend to the ation of the ſuffering ſol- 


n. bers. Objects of diftreſs occurred in every quarter. There 
ng vere many who ſtood in need of kind aſſiſtance, but there 
tàvere fe wha could give it to them, Several men were to 
lis, be ſeen. with but one arm, and ſome without any, Anxiety, 
rd WY pain and dejection, poverty, hurry and confuſion, promiſ- 
euouſly marked the gloomy ſcene, Under theſe circum, 
n- fances the remains of that numerous army, which had lately 
to W cauſed ſuch terror to the friends of Great-Britain, retreated 
the vo Saliſbury and ſoon after to Hillſborough. General Gates 
ve OF had previouſly retired to this laſt place, and was there in 
of concert with the government of North-Carolina, deviſing 
ol. MW plans of defence, and for renewing military operations. 
ps. Though there was no army to oppaſe Lord Cornwallis, 
Wert the ſeaſon and bad health of his army, reſtrained him 
from purſuing his conqueſts. By the complete diſperſion 
ed I the continental forces, the country was in his power. 
)n WM The preſent moment of triumph ſeemed therefore the moſt 
re- W favourable conjuncture, for breaking the ſpirits of thoſe 
e- who were attached to independence, To prevent their fu, 
e- ure co-operation. with the armies of Congrels, a ſeverer 
at W policy was henceforward adopted, 
re MW Unfortunately for the inhabitants, this was taken up on 
ri. MW grounds which inyolyed thouſands in diſtreſs, and not a few 
re n the loſs of life. The Britiſh conceived them(elyes in poſ- 
er MW {ion of the rights of ſovereignty over a conquered coun- 


nt WJ ty, and that therefore the efforts of the citizens, to aſſert 
ſo I their independence expoſed them to the penal conſequences 


y. c treaſon and rebellion. Influenced by theſe opinions, and 
or I 'anſported with indignation againſt the inhabitants, he 
he WY violated the rights which are held ſacred between independ- 
le I ent hoſtile nations, Orders were given by Lord Cornwal- 
ne lis © that all the inhabitants of the province, who had ſub- 
th W mitted, and who had taken part in this revolt, ſhould be 
puniſhed with the greateſt rigor that they ſhould be impri- 
laned, and their whole property taken from them or deſtroy. 
ed.” He alſo ordered in the moſt poſitive manner © that 
eyery militia man, who'had borne arms with the Britiſh, 
and afterwards joined the Americans, ſhould be put to 
death. Ag Auguſta, at Camden and elſewhere, — 


# 
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1 


Aug. 27. 


Sept. 16. 


* 


Fu STORY or r 
of the inhabitants were hanged in conſequence-of theſe or. 
ders. The men who ſuffered! had been compelled by the 
neceſſities of their families, and the proſpect of ſaving their 
property, to make an involuntary ſubmiſſion to the: 
conquerors. Experience ſoon taught them the inefficacy of 
theſe ſubmiſſions. This in their opinion abſolved them from 
the obligations of their engagements to ſupport the royal 
cauſe, and left them at liberty to follow their inclinations; 
To treat men thus circumſtanced; with the ſeverity of pu- 
niſhment uſually inflicted on deſerters and traitors, might 
have a political tendeney to diſcourage further revolts, but 
the impartial world muſt regret that the unavoidable hor- 
rors of war, ſhould be aggravated by ſuch deliberate effuſi- 
ons of human' blood. 1 t, 

Notwithſtanding the deciſive ſuperiority of the Britiſh ar- 
mies in South- Carolina, ſeveral of the moſt reſpectable ci- 
tizens, though in the power of their conquerors, reſiſted 
every temptation to reſume the character of ſubjects. To 
enforce à general ſubmiſſion, orders were given by Lord 
Cornwallis immediately after his victory, to ſend out of 
South-Carolina a number of its principal citizens. Lieu- 
tenant Governor Gadſden, moſt of the civil and militia of- 
ficers and ſome others, who had declined, exchanging their 
paroles for the protection of Britiſh ſubjects, were taken up, 
put on board a veſſel in the harbour, and ſent to St. Au- 
7 General Moultrie remonſtrated againſt the con- 

nement and. removal of theſe gentlemen, as contrary to 
their rights derived from the capitulation of Charleſtown. 
They at the ſame time challenged their adverſaries to prove 
any conduct of theirs, which merited expulſion from their 
country and families. They received no farther ſatis faction, 
than that the meaſure had been * adopted from motives of 
policy.“ To convince the inhabitants, that the conque- 


rors were ſeriouſly reſolved to remove from the country, 


all who refuſed to become ſubjects, an additional number of 
about thirty citizens of South-Carolina, who remained pri- 
ſoners on parole, were ſent off to the ſame place iv leſs than 
three months. General Rutherford and Colonel Iſaaes both 
of North-Carolina, who had been lately taken near Cam- 
den, were aſſociated with them. 

To compel the re- eſtabliſtiment of Britiſh government, 
Lord Cornwallis, in about fouf weeks after his victory, iſ- 
ſued a proclamation for the ſequeſtration of all eſtates be- 
longing to the active friends of Independence. 4 r. 

| conititu 
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Dre wich full po . er 1780. 
on the receipt of an order or warrant, to 


gs poliefion the eſtates both real aud pegſonal 
thoſe! 
rebel 


not included in the capitulation of Charleftown) of 
"8 ſervice or acting under the authority of the | 
and alſo the eſtates, both real and perſonal, of | 
thoſe: perſons who by an open avowal of rebeltious princi- 
es, or by other notorious acts, maniſeſted a wicked and 


declared That any perſon or, perſons obſtructing or im- 
peding: the ſaid commiſhoner in the execution of his dut 
by the concealment.or removal of property or Loa, 
ſhould: on conviction be puniſhed as aiding and abetting re- 
= WM dellion;”” . 
1. An adherent to Independence was now conſidered as one 
do courted exile, poverty and ruin. Many yielded to the 
o BY temptation, and became Britiſh ſubjects. The miſchievous 
d effects of ſlavery, in facilitatiag the conqueſt. of the coun- 
of BW try, now became apparent. As the ſlaves had no intereſt 
tt ftake, the ſubjugation of the State was a matter of no 
\. I conſequence to them. Inſtead of aiding in its defence, they 
r If variety of means threw the weight of their little influ- 
ence into the oppoſite ſcale, 
"'T numbers broke through all the ties whict bound 
them to upport the cauſe of America, illuſtrious facrifices 
were made at the ſhrine of liberty. Several of the richeſt 
men in the ftate ſuffered their fortunes to remain in the 
power and poſſeſſion of their conquerors, rather than ſtoin 
their honour,. by joi the enemies of their country. 
The patriotiſm of the ladies contributed much to this firm 
neſs, They crouded on board priſon ſhips, and other places 
of confinement, to ſolace their ing countrymen. While 
the conquerors: were regaling themſelves at concerts and 
alemblies, they could obtain very few of the fair ſtoc to aſ⸗ 
ſociate with them; but no ſooner was an American' officer 
introduced 25-2-priſoner, than his company was" ſought for, 
and his perſon treated with every poſſible mark of attention 
and reſpeh On other occaſions: the ladies in à great mea 
ure retired from the public eye, over the diitreſſes of 
their and gave every of the warmeſt attach. 
went to its ſuffering oauſe. Among the numbers who-were' 


3 from their ſamilies, and whoſe property wat 9 
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1780. by the conquerors, many examples could be produced of 
LEN ladies cheerfully parting with their ſons, huſbands and bro., 


thers, exhorting them to fortitude and perſeverance ; and re- 
peatedly entreating them never to ſuffer family- attachments 
to interfere with the duty they owed to their country. 
When, in the progreſs of the war, they were alſo. compre. 
hended under a general ſentence of baniſhment, with equal 
reſolution they parted with *their native, country, and the 


many endearments of home followed their hu into 
priſon- ſnips and diſtant lands, where they were reduced to 
the neceſſity of receiving charity. , 


Animated by ſuch examples, as well as by a high ſenſe of 
honour and the love of their country, a great proportion of 
the gentlemen of South-Carolina deliberately adhered to 
their firſt reſolution, of riſquing life and fortune in ſupport 


of their liberties. Hitherto the royal forces in South-Ca- | 


rolina had been attended with almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſs, 
Their ſtandards overſpread the country, penetrated into 
every quarter, and triumphed over all oppoſition. 

Ihe Britiſh miniſtry by this flattering poſture of affairs, 
were once more intoxicated with the hope of ſubjugating 
America, New plans were formed, and great expectations 
indulged, of ſpeedily re-uniting the diſſevered members of 
the empire. It was now aſſerted. with a confidence border- 
ing on preſumption, that ſuch troops: as fought at Camden, 
put under ſuch a commander as Lord Cornwallis, would ſoon 
extirpate rebellion, ſo effectually as to have no veſtige of it 
in America. The Britiſh miniſtry and army by an impious 
confidence in their own wiſdom and proweſs, were duly 
prepared to give, in their approaching downfal, an uſeful 
leſſon to the world. 

The diſaſter of the army under General Gates, over- 
ſpread at firſt the face of American affairs, with a diſmal 
gloom, but the day of proſperity to the United States, be- 
gan as will appear in the ſequel, from that mbment to dawn, 
Their proſpects brightened up, while thoſe of their enemies 
were obſcured by diſgrace, broken by defeat, and at laſt 
covered with ruin. Elated with their victories, the con- 

querors grew more inſolent and rapacious, while the real 
friends 7.7 ar became reſolute and determined. 

We bave ſeen Sumter penetrating into South-Carolina, 
and re-commencing a military oppoſition to Britiſh govern- 
ment. Soon after that event, he was promoted by Gover- 
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por Rutledge, to che rank of Brigadier General. About 1780. 


55 


de ſame time Marion was ptomoted to the ſame rank, andi 


in the north - eaſtern extremities of the State, ſucceſsfully 
proſecuted a ſimilar plan. This valuable officer after the 


furrerider of / Charleſtown, retreated to North-Carolina. 


On the advance of General Gates; he obtained a command 
of ſixteen men. With theſe he penetrated through the 
_— and took a poſition near the Sgntee. On the de- 
feat of General Gates, he was compelled to abandon the 
State, but returned after an abſence of a few days. Far 
ſeveral weeks he had under his command only 70 men. At 
one time hard{Wips and dangers reduced that number to 25, 


yet with this inconſiderable number he ſecured himſelf 1 A a 


the midſt of ſurrounding foes, ' Various ſchemes were tried 


to detach the inhabitants from co-operating with him, Ma- 


jor Wemys burned ſcores of houſes on Pedee, Rene 
creek and Black- river, belonging to ſuch as were ſuppoſed 
to do duty ich Marion, or to be ſubſervient to his views. 
This nad an effect different from what was intended, Re- 
venge and deſpait co- operated with patriotiſm, to make theſe 
ruined men keep the field. Having no houſes to ſhelter 
them, the camps of theit countrymen became their homes. 
For ſeveral months, Marion and his party were obliged to 
leep in the open air, and to ſhelter themſelves in the teceſſ- 
es of deep ſwamps. From theſe retreats they ſallied out, 
whenever an opportunity of harraſſing the enemy, or of 
ſerving their country, preſented itſelf. ds, eorgnotnkt 

Oppoſition” to Britiſh government was not wholly, con- 
ined to the parties commanded by Sumter and Marion. It 


was at no time altogether extinct in the extremities of the 


State. The diſpoſition to revolt, which had been excited 
on the approach of General Gates, was not overcome 
bis defeat. The fpirit of the people was overawed, but 
not ſubdued, The ſeverity with which revolters who fell 
into the h 
who eſcaped to perſevere and ſeek ſafety in ſwamps. 

From the time of the general ſubmiſſion of the inhabi- 
ants in 1780, pains had been taken to enereaſe the royal 
torce by the co-operation of the yeomanry of the countty. 
The Britiſh exhorted the people to form a royal militia, by 
repeſenting that every proſpect of ſucceeding in their ſcheme 
of independence was annihilated,” and that a farther oppofi- 


tian would only be a prolongation of their diſtreſſes, if not 


their 


arids of the Britiſh were treated, induced thoſe 


ng + 
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1780. their utter ruin. Major Ferguſon, of the 7.2 regiment 
L=— was particularly ative in this buſineſs. He viſited the ſet- 


/ 
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tlements of the diſaffected to the American cauſe, and col. 
lected a corps of militia of that deſcription, from which 
much active ſervice was expected. He advanced to the 
north-weſtern ſettlements, to hold communication with the 
loyaliſts of both Carolinas. From his/ preſence, together 
with aſſurances of ay early movement of the royal army into 
North-Carolina, it was hoped that the frierids of royal go- 
rang would be rouſed to activity in the ſervice of,their 
ng. 


In the mean time every preparation was made for 
urging offenſive operations, as ſoon as the ſeaſon and the 
ſtate of the ſtores would Jet. | 

The ſpirit pf enterpriſe, which has already been menti- 
oned as beginning to revive among the \ American militia 
about this time, prompted Colonel Clarke to make an at- 
tempt on the Britiſh poſt at Auguſta in Georgia; but in 
this he failed and was obliged to retreat. Major Ferguſon 
with the hope of intercepting his party, kept near the moun- 
tains and at a conſiderable — from ſupport. Theſe 
circumſtances, together with the depredations of the loya- 
liſts, induced thoſe hardy republicans, who reſide on the 
weft ſide of the Allegany mountains, to form an enterprize 
for reducing that diſtinguiſhed partizau. This was done 
of their own motion, without any direction from the go- 
vernments of America, or from the officers of the conti- 
nental army. Mr 6 | Sit 

There was, without any apparent deſign, a powerful 
combination of ſeveral detached commanders of ſeveral ad- 
jacent States, with their reſpective commands of militia, 
Colonel Campbell of V irginia, Colonels Cleveland, Shelby, 
Sevier, and MDowel of North-Carolina, together with 
Colonels Lacey, Hawthorn and Hill, of Squth-Carolinay 
all rendezvouſed together, with a number of men amount- 
ing to 1600, though they were under no tommand, 
and though they were” not called upon to embody by any 
common authority, or indeed by any authority at all, but 
that of a general impulſe on their own minds. They had 
ſo little of the mechaniſm of 2 regular army, that the Co- 
lonels of ſome of the States by common conſent, com- 
manded each day alternately, I he hardſhips - theſe volun- 
teers underwent were very great. Some of them ſubſiſted 
for weeks together, without taſting bread: or ſalt, or ſpiri- 
tuous 


— , og ee YT FTEIHEYYY SES -A4--2-43-83:M-! FN 2 


CELLO LOCI SE ESSE ST TS SS; 


S , %. Yo ey 0 , » ac... 0 . ST 0. Gas 


tous liquors, aud ſlept in the woods without blankets. 1780 
The running ſtream quenched. their thirſt. At night the Gays 


earth afforded them à bed, and the heavens, or at moſt the 
lmbs of troes were their only covering. Eats of corn or 
yompions thrown into the fire, with eccaſional ſupplies of 
beef or veniſon, killed and roaſted in the woods, were the 
chief articles of their proviſions. bad neither on- 
niſſaries, quarter · maſters, nor ſtores any kind. They 
ſelected about a thouſand: of their beſt men, and mounted 
them an their lecteſt horſes. Theſe attacked Major Fergu- 


1 s- mountain, near the confines of 
2 The Americans formed three 


We Colonel Lacey —— led omg, ns 08. Te 


attacked on the weſt-end. TLlie two others were com- 
manded by Colonels Campbell and Cleveland; one of which 
attacked on the eaſt - end and the other in the centre. Fer- 
5 a 09 coop attacked the aſſailants with fixed 

and — eers them ſucceflively Eee but 


that they kiledeach other when. taking ſight, ſo foetal 
that their eyes remained after they were dead, one ſhut and 
open, in the uſual manner of markſmen when le- 


velling at their object. Majer Ferguſon 2 much 
bis encamp- 


bravery, as was poſſible in his ſituation : but 


ing and drivi the fiſt party itia whi 

he might hav got off with. the: moſt of his men, bur his 
diſdained either to floe or to-ſurrendes. 

— he received a moral wound, No 


guiſhed. militia officer-in Ninety 


had. been very active ly 22 


476 
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eſtabliſnment of Britiſſ government. Ten of the 


royal mi- 


[ litia who had ſurrendered were hanged by their: conquerors, 


timid caution, which made them averſe to joining their 


They were provoked to this — by the ſeverity of the 
Britiſh, who had lately hanged: ſeveral bf the captured Ame. 
ricans, in South- Carolina and Georg ia. They alſo alleged 
that the men who ſuffered were guilty of previous felonies, 
for which their lives were forfeited by the laws of the land. 
The fall of Ferguſon was in itſelf a great loſs to the royal 
cauſe. He nalledled ſuperior abilities as à partizan, and his 
ſpirit of enterpriſe was. uncommon. ' Toa diſtinguiſhed cas 
Gute for planning great deſigns, he alſo added the practical 
lities neceſſary to carry them into execution. The un- 
expected advantage ich the Americans gained over him 
and his party, in a great degree fruſtrated a well concerted 
ſcheme for ſtrengthening the Britiſh arniy by the co-opera- 
tion of the tory. inhabitants, whom he had undertaken to 
diſcipline and prepare fox active ſervice. The total rout of 
the party, which had joined Major Ferguſon, operated as 
a check on the future exertions of the loyaliſts. The fame 


countrymen in oppoſing the claims of Great Britain, reſ- 
trained them from riſquing any more in ſupport of the royal 
cauſe. Henceforward they waited to fee! how the ſcales 
were likely to incline, and reſerved themſelves till the Bri- 
tiſh army, by its own unaffiſted Aren, —— gain a de- 
cided ſuperiorit. 
In a few weeks — : th bel 4 cdion near Coney 
Lord Cornwallis left a mall force in that village, and 
marched with the main army towards Saliſbury, intending 
to puſh forwards in that direction. While on his way thi- 
ther, the North-Carolina militia was very induſtrious and 
ſucceſsful in annoying his detachments. Riflemen frequent- 
Iy penetrated near his camp, and from behind trees made 
re of their objects. The late conquerors found their fitu- 
ation very uneaſy, being expoſed to unſeen dangers if they 
attempted to make an excurſion of only a few hundred yards 
from their main body. The defeat of Major Ferguſon, ad- 
ded to theſe circumſtances, gave a ſerious alarm to Lord 
Cornwallis, and he ſoon after retreated to Winnſborough- 
As he retired, the militia took ſeveral of his waggons, and 
ſingle men often rode up within gunſhot of his army, dil- 
charged their pieces, and made their eſcape. The panic 
eceatoned by the defeat of General Gates had in a 4 
meaſure 
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deaſure worn off. The defeat of Major Ferguſon and the 1780. 
conſequent retreat of Lord Cornwallis, encouraged tb 
American militia to take the field; and the neceſſity of t ge 
times induced them to ſubmit to ſtricter diſcipline. - Sumter 

bon after-the diſperſion. of his corps on the 18th of Auguſt, 

collected a band of volunteers, partly from new., adventu- 

ers, and partly from thoſe who had eſcaped on that day. 

With theſe, though for three months there was no conti- 

dental army in the State, he conſtantly kept the field in ſup- 
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port. of American independence. He varied his poſition 
from, time to time about Evoree, Broad and Tyger-rivers, 
and. had, frequent ſkirmiſhes with his adverſaries. Havi 


ic 


mounted his followers, he infeſted the Britiſh parties w 
frequent, -.incurſions—beat up their quarters—intercepted | 
their convoys, and ſo harraſſed them with ſucceſſive alarms, — 
that their movements could not be made but wich caution 
and difficulty. His ſpirit of eaterprize was fo particularly 
injurious to the Britiſh, that hep laid ſundry plans for de- 
ſtroying his force, but they all failed in the execution. He 
was attacked at Broad-river by Major Wemys,. command- 
ing a corps of infantry and dragoons. In. this action the Nov. 12. 
Britiſh. were defeated, and their commanding. officer taken 
priſoner. Eight days after he was attacked at Black-ſtokes, 
near 'T'yger-river, by Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, The Nov. 20. 
attack was begun with 170 dragoons and 80 men of the 
bz regiment. A conſiderable. part of Sumter's force had 
deen thrown, into a large log barn, from the apertures of 
which they fired with ſecurity. Many of the 643d regiment 
were killed. Tarleton charged with his cavalry, but being 
unable to diſlodge the Americans retreated, and Sumter was 
left in quiet poſſeſſion of the field. The loſs of the Britiſh 
in this action was conſiderable. Among their killed were 
three officers, Major Money, Lieutenant Gibſon and Cope. 
The Americans loſt very few, but General Sumter receiv- 
ed a wound, which for ſeveral months interrupted his gal- 
lantenterprizes in behalf of his country. His zeal and ac- 
tivity.in, animating the militia, when they werg, diſcouraged 
by repeated defeats, and the bravery and good conduct he 
diſplayed in ſundry attacks on the Britiſh detachments, pro- 
cured him the applauſe of his countrymen, and the thanks 
Congress. 2 | 
For the three months which followed the defeat of the 
American army near Camden, General Gates was —_ 
ouny 
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ouſly preparing to take the field. Havin colleftcd a forte 


—— at Hilſbury he advanced to Saliſbury, and very ſoon after to 


Novem. 


Dec. 28. 


Charlotte. He had done every thing in his power to 
the injuries of his defeat, 2 in CeO gs a 
face the enemy but from that influence which popular opi- 


nion has over ' public affairs in a commonwealth,” C 
reſolved to ſuperſede him, and to order a court of efiquiry 


to be held on his condaft. This was founded on à former 
reſolve, that whoever loſt a poſt ſhould be fubjetts a Court 
of Inquiry. "The cafes were no parallel, hethad'loſt x 
battle Wan poſt. The only charge that could be exhi. 
bited it General Gares was that he had been defeated, 
His enemies could accuſe him of no military crime, unſeſs 
that to be unſucceſsful might be reckoned fo. Phe public, 
fore with their loſſes, were deſirous of a change, and Con- 
greſs found it neceſfary to gratify them, though at the ex- 
pence of the feelings of one of their beſt, and till Auguſt 
1780, one of their moſt ſucceſsful officers. Virginia did 
not ſo-ſoon forget Saratoga, When General Gates was at 
Richmond on his way home from' Carolina, the Houſe of 
Burgeſſes of that State unanimouſly reſolved © that a com- 
mittee of four be appointed to wait on General Gates, and 
aſſure him of their high regard and eſteem, and that the re- 
membrance of his former glorious ſervices could. not be 
obliterated by any reverſe of fortune; but that ever mindful 
of his great merit, they would omit no opportunity of teſti- 

ing to the world the gratitude which the country owed to 
him in his military character. 

Theſe events together with a ſew unimportant fkirmiſhes 
not worthy of being particularly mentioned, cloſed the cam- 
paign of 1780 in the ſouthern States. They afforded am- 

e evidence of the folly of - prof; he A e 
Britiſh — had rapid) Bereedes each other, 

yer 25 advantages accrued to the victors. The minds of 
the people were unſubdued, or Tather more alienated from 


| every idea of returning to their former allegiance. ' Such 


was their temper, that the expence 2 them in ſub- 
jection, would have exceeded all the he conqueſt. 
itim nce in the vicinity 


garriſons kept down open 


of the places where they were eſtabliſnhed, but as ſoon as they 


were withdrawn, and the people left to themfelves, a ſpi- 
xit of revolt hoſtile to Great- Britain , difflaged i It 
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HILE” che war raged in South. Carolina,” the 
campaign of 1780, in the northern States was 
n of iniporrant Events. At the cloſe of the preced- | , 
* campaign, che American northern army took poſt lat b 
relſto wn and built themſelves huts, agreeably to the 
. had been firſt introduced at Valley-Forge. 
5 ſition was yo the Brin to cover the count! 
from the excurſi 0 the ritiſh, bein on! 20 m 
Ne F. „n 
Lord Sterling made an ineffectual attemp to ſurpriſe x January 
party of the ate on Staten-Ifland. ile he was on 1780. 
the iſland » A number” of perſons from the Jerſey fide - 
palſed'over and plunidered the inhabitants, ho had ſub- 
mitted to the Brkich government, In theſe times of con- 
fuſion, licentious perſons fixed themſelves near the lines, 
* divided the' Britiſh from the Americans. Wben- 
er an opportunity offered, they were in the habit of 
beiog within the ſettlements of the oppoſite party, and 
under the pretence of diftrefling their enemies, commit- 
ted the moſt ſhameful depredations. ' In the firft m hs 
of the year 1780, While che royal army was weakenec by 
the expedition againſt Charleſtown, the "Britiſh were ap- 
prehenfive for their ſafety in New-York. The rare =” 
cumſtance which then exiſted of a connexion 8 
main and Tork-Ifland, by means of ice ſeemed to inv 
to the enterpriſe, but the force and equipments of th 
American army were unequal to it. Lieutenant Ga 
Kniphauſen, who then commanded in = 
ly 
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prehending ſuch a deſign, embodied the inhabitants of 
city as a militia for its defence. T ey very che 
med themſelves into companies, ind diſcovered Brent 
real in the ſervice. 

0 incurſion was made into Jerſey from "New-York June 16. 
with 5000 men, commanded by Lieut. General Knip- 
hauſe 5 I landed at 1 ag and proceeded 
OL, II. to 
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17 80. to connecticut farms. In this neighbourhood lived the 


Wo Reverend Mr. James Caldwell, a Preſbyterian clergyman 


of great activity, ability and influence, whoſe ſucceſsful 
exertions in animating the Jerſey militia to defend their 


rights, had rendered him particularly obnoxious to the 


Britiſh. When the royal forces were on their way into 
the country, a ſoldier came to his houſe in his abſence, 
and ſhot his wife Mrs. Caldwell inſtantly dead, by level. 
ling his piece directly at her through the window of the 
room, in which ſhe was ſitting with her children... Her 
body at the requeſt of ar officer of the new levies, was 
moved to ſome diſtance, and then the houſe and every 
thing in it was reduced to aſhes, - The Britiſh burnt about 
12 other houſes, and alſo the Preſbyterian church, and 
then proceeded to Springfield. As they advanced they 
were annoyed by Colonel Dayton with a few militia. On 
their approach to the bridge near the town, they were 
farther oppoſed by General Maxwell, who with a fey 
continental troops was prepared to diſpute its paſſage. 
They made # halt and ſoon after returned to Elizabeth- 
town. Before they. had retreated, the whole American 
army at Morriſtown marched to oppoſe them. While this 
royal detachment was in Jerſey, Sir Henry Clinton re- 
turned with his victorious troops: from Charleſtown to 


. New-York. He ordered a reinforcement to Kniphauſen, 


and the whole advanced a ſecond time towards Spring- 
field. They were now oppoſed by General Greene, 
with a conſiderable body of continental troops. Colonel 
Angel with his regiment and a piece of artillery was poſt- 
. to ſecure the bridge in front of the town. A ſevere 
action took place which laſted forty minutes. Superior 
numbers forced the Americans to retire. General Greene 
took poſt with his troops on a range of hills, in hopes of 
. being attacked. Inſtead of this the Britiſh began to burn 
the town. Near fifty dwelling houſes were reduced to 
; aſhes, The Britiſh then retreated, but were purſued by 
the enraged militia, till they entered Elizabeth-town. 


% 
- 


; LN next day 14 ſet out on their return to New- Tork. 


he loſs of the Americans in the action was about 80, 


4 


1 
* 


and that of the Britiſh was ſuppoſed to be conſiderably 


more. It is difficult to tell what was the preciſe object 
of this expedition. Perhaps the royal commanders hop- 


ed to get poſſeſſion of Morriſtown, and to deſtroy. the 
American ſtores. Perhaps they flattered themſelves that 
| the inhabitants were ſo diſpirited by the recent Jols 0 


Charleſtown 
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Charleſtown, that they would ſubmit without reſiſtance z 


to them: But if theſe were theit-views, they were diſap- 
pointed in both, The, firm oppoſition which was made 
by the Jerſey farmers, : contraſted with the conduct of the 
ame people in the year 1776, made it evident that not 
only their averſion to Great-Britain, continued in full 
force z but that the practical habits of ſervice and danger 
had improved the country militia, ſo as to bring them 
dear to an equality with regular troops. 

By ſuch deſultory operations, were hoſtilities carried on 
at this time in the northern States. Individuals were 
killed, houſes were burnt, and much miſchief done; but 


Ross.. 11 8571 

The loyal Americans who had fled within the Britiſh 
ines, commonly called, refugees, reduced a predatory war 
into ſyſtem. On their petition to Sir Henry Clinton, 
they had been in the year 1779, permitted to ſet up a 
diſtin&t government in New-York, under a juriſdiction 
alled the honorable board of affociated loyaliſts. They 
had ſomething like a fleet of ſmall privateers and cruiſers, 
by the aid of which, they committed various depredations. 
A party of them who had formerly belonged to Maſſa- 
chuſſets, went to Nantucket, broke open the warehouſes, 
and carried off every thing; that fell in their way. They 
ilfo carried off two loaded brigs and two or three ſchooners. 
In a proclamation they. left behind them, they obſerved 
that they had been deprived of their property, and com- 
pelled to abandon their dwellings, friends and conneQi- 
ons. And that they conceived themſelves warranted by 
the laws of God and man, to wage war againſt their per- 
ſecutors, and to endeavour by every means in their power 
to obtain compenſation for their ſufferings.” Theſe aſſo- 
ciated loyaliſts eagerly embraced every advantage, which 
matified. either their avarice or their revenge. Their 


enterpriſes were highly lucrative to themſelves, and ex- 


tremely diſtreſſing to the Americans. Their knowledge 
of the country and ſuperior means of tranſportation, en- 
abled them to make haſty deſcents and ſucceſsful enterpriſes. 


A war of plunder in which the feelings of humanity 
vere often ſuſpended, and which tended to no valua- 
die public purpoſe, was carried on in this ſhameful man- 
ner, from the double excitements of profit and revenge. 


The adjoining coaſts of the continent, and eſpecially the 
a Ii 2 maritime 


nothing was effected which tended either to reconcilement 
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1780. 


and that the ſoldiers of the continental army would deſert 
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80; maritime parts of New. Jerſey, became ſcenes of waſte 


nd and havoc. 


. 


of that garriſon went off in a body. 
teen of them were overtaken, and thirteen of the ſixteen 
were inſtantly killed. About the ſame time, two reg! 


The diſtreſs which the Americans ſuffered from the 
diminiſhed value of their curreney, though felt in the year 
1778 and ſtill more ſo in the 1779, did not arrive to 
ts higheſt piteh till the year 1780. Under the preſſure 
f ſufferings from this cauſe, the officers of the Jerſey line 
addrefled a memorial to their ſtate legiſlature, ſetting 
forth «that four months pay of a private, would not pro- 
cure for his family a ſingle buſhel of wheat, that the pay 
of a Colonel would not purchaſe oats for his horſe ; that 
a common laborer or expreſs rider received four times a 
much as an American officer,” They urged «© that un- 
lefs a ſpeedy and ample remedy was provided, the total 
diſſolution of their line was inevitable,” and concluded 
with faying “ that their pay ſhould either be made up in 
Mexican dollars or in ſomething equivalent.” In additi- 
on to the inſufficiency of their pay and ſupport, other 
cauſes of diſcontent prevailed. The original idea of a 
continental army, to be raiſed, paid, ſubſiſted and regu 
lated upon an equal and uniform principle, had been in 
great meaſure exchanged for ſtate eſtabliſhments. Thi 
miſchievous meaſure partly originated from neceſſity, fo 
ſtate credit was not quite fo much depreciated as conti 
nental. Congreſs not poſſefiing the means of ſupporting 
their army, devolved the buſineſs on the component parts 
of the confederacy. Some ſtates, from their interna 
ability and local advantages, furniſhed their troops not 


only with cloathing, but with many conveniencies 


Others ſupplied them with ſome neceffaries, but on 
more contracted ſcale. A few from their particular ſitus 


tion could do little or nothing at all. The officers an 


men in the routine of duty, mixed daily and comparec 
circumſtances. Thoſe who fared worſe than others 
were diflarisfied with a fervice which made ſuch injuriou! 


diſtin tions. From cauſes of this kind, ſuperadded to 


complication of wants and ſufferings, a diſpoſition to mu 


tiny began to ſhew itſelf in the American army. Thi 
broke forth into full action among the foldiers, which 


were ſtationed at fort Schuyler. Thirty-one of the mer 
| Being purſued fux 


ments of Connecticut troops mutinied and got undet 
arms. They determined to return home, or to gain ſub 
| ence 
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ſence at the point of the bayonet. Their officers rea- 1-80, 


ſoned with them, and urged every argument, that could 3 
ether intereſt their pride or their paſſions. They were | 
ear WI reminded of their good conduct, of the important objects 

to bor which they were contending, but their anſwer was 

are our ſufferings are too great — want preſent relief.” 

ine WM After much expoſtulation they were at length prevailed 

ing upon to go to theirs huts, It is remarkable, that this 

ro- ¶ nutinous diſpoſition of the Connecticut troops, was in a 
pay Wl great meaſure quelled by the Pennſylvania line, which in 
hat a few months, as ſhall hereafter be related, planned 953 
cecuted a much more ſerious revolt, than that which 
un-W they now ſuppreſſed. While the army was in this feveriſh 
tall fate of diſcontent from their accumulated diſtreſſes, a 
led printed paper addreſſed zo the ſoldiers of the continental 
army, was circulated in the American camp. This was 
in the following words. The time is at length arrived, 
when all the artifices and falſehoods of the Congreſs and 
of your commanders, can no longer conceal from you 
the miſeries of your fituation, You are neither ted, 
cloathed nor paid, Your numbers are waſting away by 
hekneſs, famine and nakedneſs, and rapidly ſo by the 
period of your ſtipulated ſervices being expired, This is 
now the period to fly from ſlavery and fraud“. 

« I am happy in acquainting the old countrymen that 
the affairs of Ireland are fully ſettled, and that Great- 
Britain and Ireland are united as well from intereſt as 
rom affection. I need not tell you who are born in 
America, that you have been cheated and abuſed. You 
we both ſenſible that in order to procure your liberty you 
muſt quit your leaders, and join your real friends, who 
korn to impoſe upon you, and who will receive you with 
open arms, kindly forgiving all your errors, You are 
told you are ſurrounded by a numerous militia. This is 
alſo falſe, Aſſociate then together, - m5 uſe of your 
firelocks, and join the Britiſh army, where you will be 
permitted to diſpoſe of yourſelves as you pleaſe,” “. 

About the ſame time or rather a little before, the news 
arived of the reduction of Charleſtown, and the capture 
of the whole American ſouthern army,” Such was tt 
firmneſs of the common ſoldiery, and ſo ſtrong their at- 
uchment to the cauſe of their country, that though danger 
inpelled, want urged, and Britiſh favor invited them to 
change of fides, yet on the arrival of but a ſcanty ſux 
py of meat for their immediate ſuhſiſtence, military dui 
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was cheerfully performed, and no uncommon deſertion 


took place. 

So great were the neceſſities of the American army, 
that General Waſhington was obliged to call on the magiſ- 
trates of the adjacent counties for ſpecified quantities of 
proviſions, to be ſupplied in a given number of days. 
At other times he was compelled to ſend out detachments 
of his troops, to take proviſions at the point of the bayo. 
net from the citizens. This expedient at length failed, 
for the country in the vicinity of the army afforded no 
further ſupplies. 'Theſe impreſſments were not only in- 
jurious to the morals and diſcipline of the army, but tend- 
ed to alienate the affections of the people. Much of the 
ſupport, which the American General had previouſly ex- 
perienced from the inhabitants, proceeded from the diffe- 
rence of treatment they received from their on army, 
compared with what they ſuffered from the Britiſh. 'The 
General, whom the inhabitants hitherto regarded as their 
protector, had now no alternative but to diſband his 
troops, or to ſupport them by force. The ſituation of 
General Waſhington was eminently embarraſſing. The 
army looked to him for proviſions, the inhabitants for pro- 
tection of their property. To ſupply the one, and not 
offend the other, ſeemed little leſs than an impoſſibility, 
To preſerve order and ſubordination in an army of free 
republicans, even when well fed, paid and clothed, would 
have been a work of difficulty, but to retain them in ſer- 


vice and reſtrain them with diſcipline, when deſtitute, not 
only of the comforts, but often of the neceſſaries of life, 


required addreſs and abilities of ſuch magnitude as are 
rarely found in human nature. In this choice of diffi- 
culties Gen. Waſhington not only kept his army together, 


but conducted himſelf with ſo much diſcretion, as to com- 
mand the approbation both of the army and of the citizens. 


950 great a ſcarcity, in a country uſually abounding 


with proviſions, appears extraordinary, but various re- 
mote cauſes had concurred about this time to produce an 
unprecedented deficiency. The ſeaſons both in 1779 and 


1780 were unfavourable to the crops. The labors of the 
huſbandmen, who were attached to the cauſe of indepen- 


dence, had been frequently interrupted by the calls for 


militia duty. Thoſe who cared for neither fide, or who 


from principles of religion held the unlawfulneſs of war, 


or who were ſecretly attached to the royal intereſt, had 


been very deficient in induſtry. Such ſometimes res- 


\ ſoned 
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ſened that all labor on their farms, beyond a bare ſup- 1780. 
of their own neceſſities, was unavailing ; but the prin- \- 


cipal cauſe of the ſufferings of the army was the daily 
diminiſhing value of the continental bills of credit. The 


— 
— 


81. farmers found, that the longer they delayed the payment 
of i of taxes; the leſs quantity of country produce would diſ- 
charge the ſtipulated ſum. They alſo obſerved, that the 
ats Jonger they kept their grain on hand, the more of the 
* r currency was obtained in exchange for it. This 


* 


either diſcouraged them from ſelling, or made them very 


10 tardy in coming to market. Many ſecreted their provi- 
wry ſions and denied their having any, while others who were 
he contiguous to the Britiſh, ſecretly ſold to them for gold or 
filver. The patriotiſm which at the commencement of 
. the war had led ſo many to ſacrifice property for the 
q . of their country, had in a great degree ſubſided. 
4 ough they ſtill retained their good wiſhes for the cauſe, 
vet theſe did not carry them ſo far as to induce a willing- 
my neſs to exchange the hard earned produce of their farms, 
of for a paper currency of a daily diminiſhing value, For 
he proviſions carried to New-York, the farmers received 
real money, but for what was carried to the Americans, 
WH they only received paper. The value of the firſt was 
0 WY known, of the other daily varying, but in an unceaſing pro- 
J- greſſion from bad to worſe. Laws were made againſt this 
1 intercourſe, but they were executed in the manner laws 
uniformly have been in the evaſion of which multitudes 
ei find an immediate intereſt. 
. In addition to theſe diſaſters from ſhort crops, and de- 
f preciating money, diforder and confuſion pervaded the 
. departments for ſupplying the army. Syſtems for theſe 
n -purpoſes had been haſtily adopted, and were very inade- 
* quate to the end propoſed. To provide for an army un- 
der the beſt eſtabliſhments, and with a full military cheſt, 
a is a work of difficulty, and though guarded by the pre- 
> cautions which time and experience have ſuggeſted, opens 
- a door to many frauds; but it was the hard cafe of the 
1 Americans to be called on to diſcharge this duty without 
; ſufficient knowledge of the buſineſs, and under ill digeſted 
: ſyſtems, and with a paper currency that was not two days 
; ofthe ſame value. Abuſes crept in; frauds were practiſed, 
a and ceconomy was exiled. Rag ont TH 
| To obviate theſe evils, Congreſs adopted the expedient 
| of ſending a committee of their own: body to the camp 


of their main army. Mr. Schuyler. of New-York, Mr. 
"4 | Peabody 


— = 
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. ufifavorable events as threatened: the ſubverſion, of inde- 
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Peabody of New-Hampſhire, and Mr. Mathews of South. 
Carolina, were appointed. They were furniſhed with 
ample powers and inſtructions to reform abuſes—to alter 


, ſyſtems, and to eſtabliſh new ones in their 


room. This committee proceeded to camp in May 1780, 
and thence wrote ſundry letters to Congreſs and the States, 
in which they confirmed the repreſentations previouſly 
made of the diſtreſſes and diſorders every where prevalent, 
In particular they ſtated . that the army was unpaid for 
five months—that it ſeldom had more than fix days 
viſion in advance, and was on ſeveral occaſions for ſundry 
ſueceſſive days without meat—that the army was deſti- 
tute of forage—that the medical department had neither 
ſugar, coffee, tea, chocolate, wine nor ſpirituous liquors of 
any kind—that every department of the army was without 
money, and had not even the ſhadow of credit left—that 
the patience of the ſoldiers, borne down by the preſſure 
of complicated ſufferings, was on the point of being ex- 
hauſted.” * | 

A tide of misfortunes from all quarters was at this 
time pouring in upon the United-States. There appear- 
ed not however, in their public bodies, the ſmalleſt diſ- 
poſition to purchaſe ſafety by conceſſions of any ſort. 
They ſeemed to riſe in the midſt of their diſtreſſes, and 
to gain ſtrength from the preſſure of calamities. When 
Congreſs could neither command money nor credit for the 
ſubſiſtence of -their army, the citizens of Philadelphia 
formed an affociation to procure a ſupply of neceffary 
articles for their ſuffering ſoldiers. The ſum of 300,000 
dollars was ſubſcribed in a few days, and converted into 
a bank, the principal deſign of which was to purchaſe 
proviſions for the troops, in the moſt prompt and effi- 
cacious manner. The advantages of this inſtitution 
were great, and particularly enhanced by the critical 
time in which it was inſtituted. The loſs of Charleſtown, 
and the ſubſequent Britiſh victories in Carolina, produc- 
ed effects directly the reverſe of what were expected. 
It being the deliberate reſolution of the Americans ne- 
ver to return to the government 'of Great-Britain, fuch 


pendence, operated as incentives to their exertions. The 
patriotic flame which had blazed forth in the beginning 
of the war was re-kindled. A willingneſs to do, and to 


ſuffer, in the cauſe of American liberty, was revived in 


the breaſts of many. Theſe diſpoſitions were e 
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by private aſſurances, that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
would, in the courſe of the campaign, fend a powerful. 
armament to their aid. To excite the States to be in 
readineſs for this event, Congreſs circulated among them 
an addreſs of which the following is a part. The 
criſis calls for exertion. Much is to be done in a little 
time, and every motive that can ſtimulate the mind of 
man nts itſelf to view, No period has occurred in 
this long and glorious ſtruggle, in which indeciſion 
wauld be ſo deſtructive on the one hand, and on the 
other, no conjuncture has been more favourable to great 
and deciding efforts.“ | 

The powers of the committee of Congreſs in the Ame- 
rican camp, were enlarged ſo far as to authoriſe them to 
frame and execute ſuch plans as, in their opinion, would 
moſt effectually draw forth the reſources of the country, 
in co-operating with the armament expected from France. 
In this character they wrote ſundry letters to the States, 
ſtimulating them to vigorous exertions. It was agreed 
to make arrangements for bringing into the field 35,000 
effective men, and to call on the States for ſpecific 8 
plies of every thing neceſſary for their ſupport. To o 
taiy the men it was propoſed to complete the regular 
regiments by draughts from the militia, and to make up 
what they fell ſhort of 35,000 effectives, by calling forth 
more of the militia, Every motive concurred to roufe j 
the activity of the inhabitants. The States nearly ex- 
hauſted with the war, ardefifty wiſhed for its determi- 
nation. An opportunity now offered for ſtriking a de- 
eiſive blow, that might at once, as they ſuppoſed, rid the 
country of its diſtrefſes, The only thing required on 
the part of the United States, was to bring into the field 
45,000 men; and to make effectual arrangements for their 
ſupport. The tardineſs of deliberation in Congreſs was 
in a great meafure done away, by the full powers given to 
their committee in camp. Accurate eſtimates were made 
of every article of ſupply, neceffary for the enſuing cam- 
paign. Thefe, and alio the numbers of men wanted, 
vere quartered on the ten northern States in proportion to 
their abilities and numbers. In conformity to theſe re- 
quiſitions, vigo us reſolutions were adopted for carrying 
them into effect. Where voluntary enliſtments fell ſhort 
of the propoſed number, the deficiencies were, by the 
laws of ſeveral States, to be made up by draughts or lots 
hom the militia, The towns in New-England and the 
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counties in the Middle States, were reſpeCtively called on 
for a ſpecified number of men. Such was the zeal of 
the people in New-England, that neighbours would of. 
ten club together, to engage one of their number to go 
into the army. Being without money, in conformity to 
the practice uſual in the early ſtages of ſociety, they paid 
for military duty with cattle. Twenty head were fre. 
quently given as a reward for eighteen months ſervice. 
Maryland directed her Lieutenants of counties to claſs all 
the property in their reſpective counties, into as many 
equal claſſes as there were men wanted, and each claſs 
was by law obliged within ten days thereafter, to furniſh 
an able bodied recruit to ſerve during the war, and in 
caſe of their neglecting or refuſing ſo to do, the county 
Lieutenants were authoriſed to procure men at their ex- 


pence, at any rate not exceeding fifteen pounds in every 


hundred pounds worth of property, claſſed agreeably to 
the law. Virginia alſo claſſed her citizens, and called 
upon the reſpective claſſes for every fifteenth man for pub- 
lic ſervice. Pennſylvania concentered the requiſite power 
in her Preſident Joſeph Reed, and authoriſed him to 
draw forth the reſources of the State, under certain li- 
mitations, and if neceſſary to declare martial law over the 
State. The legiſlative part of theſe complicated arrange- 
ments was ſpeedily paſſed, but the execution though un- 
commonly vigorous lagged far behind. Few occaſions 
could occur in which it might ſo fairly be tried, to what 
extent in conducting a war, a variety of wills. might be 
brought to act in uniſon. The reſult of the experiment 
was, that however. favourable republics may be to the li- 
berty and happineſs of the people in the time of peace, 
they will be greatly deficient in that vigour and diſpatch 
which military operations require, unleſs they imitate the 
policy of monarchies, by committing the executive depart- 
ments of government to the direction of a ſingle will, 
While theſe preparations were making in America, 
the armament which had been promiſed by his Moſt Chriſ- 


tian Majeſty was on its way. As ſoon as it was known 


in France, that a reſolution was adopted, to fend out 
troops to the United States, the young French nobility 
diſcovered the greateſt zeal to be employed on that {er- 
vice. Court favour. was fcarcely ever ſolicited with more 
earneſtneſs, than was the honour of ſerving under Gene- 
ral Waſhington. The number of applicants was much 


greater than the ſervice required. The diſpoſition to 
; ſupport 
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the American revolution, was not only prevalent 1780. 


in the Court of France, but it animated the whole. body 


of the nation. The winds and waves did not ſecond the 
ardent wiſhes of the French troops. Though they failed 
from France on the firſt of May 1780, they did not reach a 
port in the United States till the roth of July following. 
On that day to the great joy of the Americans, M. de 


Ternay arrived at Rhode-Ifland, with a ſquadron of fe- 


yen fail of the line, five frigates, and five ſmaller armed 
veſſels. He likewiſe convoyed a fleet of tranſports with 
four old French regiments, beſides the legion de Lauzun, 
and a battalion of artillery, amounting in the whole to 
6800 men, all under the command of Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Count'de Rochambeau. To the French as ſoon as 
they landed pofſeffion was given of the forts and batteries 
on the iſland, and by their exertions, they were ſoon put 
in a high ſtate of defence. In a few days after their ar- 
rival, an addreſs of congratulation from the General 
Aſſembly of the State of Rhode-Iſland, was preſented to 
Count de Rochambeau, in which they expreſſed « their 
moſt grateful ſenſe of the magnanimous aid afforded to 


the United States, by their illuſtrious friend and ally the 


Monarch of France, and alſo gave affurances of every 
exertion in their power for the ſupply of the French 
forces, with all manner of refreſhments and neceſſaries 
for rendering the ſervice happy and agreeable.” Rocham- 
beau declared in his anſwer, “ that he only brought 
over the vanguard of a much greater force which was 
deſtined for their aid; that he was ordered by the King 


his maſter to aſſure them, that his whole power ſhould be 


exerted for their ſupport.” « The French troops” he 
faid « were under the ſtricteſt diſcipline, and acting under 
the orders of General Waſhington, would live with the 
Americans as brethren, He returned their compliments 
by an aſſurance, that as brethren, not only his own life, 
but the lives of all thoſe under his command were devoted 
to their ſervice.” 


Gen. Waſhington recommended in public orders to the 
American officers, as a ſymbol of friendſhip and affec- 


tion for their allies, to wear black and white cockades, the 


ground to be of the firſt colour, and the relief of the. ſe- 


cond. = | . 

The French troops, united both in intereſt and af- 
feftion with the Americans, ardently longed for an oppor- 
tunity to co-operate with them againſt the common enemy. 

| 'The 


1780. The continental army wiſhed for the ſame with equal ar. 
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dor. One circumſtance alone ſeemed unfavourable to this 
ſpirit of enterpriſe. This was the deficient cloathing of 
the Americans, Some whole lines, officers as well as 
men, were ſhabby, and a great proportion of the privates 
were without ſhirts. Such troops, brought along fide 
even of allies fully clad in the elegance of uniformity, 
muſt have been more or leſs than men to feel no degra- 
dition on the contraſt, | | 
Admiral Arbuthnot had only four fail of the line at 
New-York, when M. de Ternay arrived at Rhode-Iſland. 
This inferiority was in three days reverſed, by the arrival 
of Admiral Greaves with ſix fail of the line. The Br. 
tiſh Admiral, having now a ſuperiority, proceeded to 
Rhode-Ifland. He ſoon diſcovered that the French were 
perfectly ſecure from any attack by ſea. Sir Henry Clin» 
ton, who had returned in the preceding month with his 
victorious troops from Charleſtown, embarked about 8009 
of his beſt men, and proceeded as far as Huntingdon-bay 
on Long-Ifland, with the apparent deſign of concurring 
with the Britiſh fleet, in attacking the French force at 
Rhode-Iſland. When this movement took place, General 
Waſhington ſet his army in motion, and proceeded to 
Peeks-lill. Had Sir Henry Clinton proſecuted what ap- 
peared to be his deſign, General Waſhington intended to 
have attacked New-York in his abſence. Preparations 
were made for this purpoſe, but Sir Henry Clinton in- 
_ turned about from Huntingdon-bay towards New- 
ork. | 
In the mean time, the French fleet and army being 
blocked up at Rhode-Ifland, were incapacitated from co- 
operating with the Americans. Hopes were neverthe- 
leſs indulged, that by the arrival of another fleet of his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty then in the Weſt-Indies, under 
the command of Count de Guichen, the ſuperiority would 
be ſo much in favour. of the allies, as to enable them to 
proſecute their original intention, of attacking New- 
Vork. When the expectations of the Americans were 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch, and when they were in great 
forwardneſs of preparation to act in concert with their 
allies, intelligence arrived that Count de Guichen bad 
failed for France. This diſappointment was extremely 
mortifying. The Americans had made uncommon exer- 
tions, on the idea of receiving ſuch an aid from their 
allies, as would enable them to lay effectual ſiege to 1 
Ork, 
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expectations were in a moment levelled with the duſt, Ly 


Another campaign was anticipated, and new ſhades were 
added to the deep cloud, which for ſome time paſt had 

overſhadowed American affairs, - _ | A 
The campaign of 1789, paſſed away in the northern 
States as has been related, in ſucceſſive diſppointments, 
and reiterated diſtreſſes. The country was» exhauſted, 
the continental currency expiring. The army for want 
of ſubſiſtence, kept inactive, and brooding over its calami- 
ties. While theſe diſaſters were openly menacing the 
ruin of the American cauſe, treachery was ſilently under- 
mining it. A diſtinguiſhed officer engaged for a ſtipu- 
lated ſum of money, to betray into the hands of the 
Britiſh an important poſt committed to his care, Gene- 
ral Arnold who committed this foul cxime was a native 
of Connecticut. That State, remarkable for the purity 
of its morals, for its republican principles and patriotiſm, 
was the birth-place of a man to whom none of the other 
States have produced an equal. He had been among 
the firſt to take up arms againſt Great-Britain, and to 
widen the breach between the Parent State and the co- 
lonies. His diſtinguiſhed military talents had prbcured 
him every honour a grateful country could beſtow. Poets 
and painters had marked him as a ſuitable ſubject for the 
diſplay of their reſpective abilities. He poſſeſſed an ele- 
vated ſeat in the hearts of his countrymen, and was in 
the full enjoyment of a ſubſtantial fame, for the purchaſe 
of which, the wealth of worlds would have been inſuffi- 
cient, His country had not only loaded him with honours, 
but forgiven him his crimes. Though in his accounts 
againſt the States there was much room to ſuſpect fraud 
and impoſition, yet the recollection of his gallantry and 
good conduct, in a great meaſure ſerved as a cloak to co- 
ver the whole. He who had been prodigal of life in 
his country's cauſe was indulged in extraordinary de- 
mands for his ſervices. The generoſity of the States 
did not keep pace with the extravagance of their fa- 
vourite officer. A ſumptuous table and expenſive equi- 
page, unſupported by the reſources of private fortune, 
unguarded by the virtues of conomy and good manage- 
ment, ſoon increaſed his debts beyond a poſſibility of 
his diſcharging them. His love of pleaſure produced the 
love of money, and that extinguiſhed all ſenſibility to 
the obligations of honour and duty. The calls of luxury 
| were 
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1780. were various and | preſſing, and demanded 'gratification 
though at the expence of fame and country. Contracts 


were made, ſpeculations entered into, and partnerſhips 
inſtituted, which could not bear inveſtigation. Op- 
preſſion, extortion, miſapplication of public money and 
property, furniſhed him with the farther means of 
gratifying his favourite paſſions. In theſe circumſtances, 
a change of ſides afforded the only hope of evading a 
ſcrutiny, aud at the ſame time, held out a proſpect of 
repleniſhing his exhauſted coffers. The diſpoſition of 
the American forces in the year 1780, afforded an op- 
portunity of accompliſhing this ſo much to the advan- 
tage of the Britiſh, that they could well afford a liberal 
reward for the beneficial treachery. "The American 
army was ſtationed in the ſtrong holds of the highlands 
on both ſides of the North-river. In this arrangement, 
Arnold folicited for the command of Weſt. point. This 
has been called the Gibraltar of America. It was built 
after the loſs of Fort Montgomery, for the defence of the 
North-river, and was deemed the moſt proper for com- 
manding its navigation. Rocky ridges rifing one behind 
another, rendered it incapable of being inveſted, by leſs 
than twenty thouſand men. Though ſome even then en- 
tertained doubts of Arnold's fidelity, yet Gen. Waſhing- 
ton in the unſuſpecting ſpirit of æ ſoldier, believing it 
to be impoſſible that honour ſhould be wanting in a breaſt 
which he knew was the ſeat of valour, cheerfully granted 
his requeſt, and intruſted him with the important poſt. 
Gen. Arnold thus inveſted with command, carried on 2 
negociation with Sir Henry Clinton, by which it was 
agreed that the former ſhould make a diſpofition of his 
forces, which would enable the latter to ſurpriſe Weſt- 
point under ſuch circumſtances, that he would have the 
garriſon ſo completely in his power, that the troops muſt 
either lay down their arms or be cut to pieces. The 
object of this negociation was the ſtrongeſt poſt of the 
Americans, the thoroughfare of communication, between 
the eaſtern and ſouthern States, and was the repoſitory 
of their moſt valuable ſtores. The loſs of it would have 
been ſeverely felt. 

The agent employed in this negociation on the part of 
Sir Henry Clinton, was Major Andre, adjutant-general 
of the Britiſh army, a young officer of great hopes, and 
of uncommon merit. Nature had beſtowed on him an 

elegant taſte for literature and the fine arts, m_ bel 54 
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nents. His fidelity together with his place and character, 
eminently fitted him for this buſineſs ; but his high ideas 
of candor, and his abhorrence of duplicity, made him in- 
apert in prackiſing thoſe arts of deception-which it re- 
quired. To favour the neceflary communications, the 
Vulture ſloop of war had been previouſly ſtationed in the 
Nrth-river, as near to Arnold's poſts as was practicable, 
without exciting ſuſpicion. Before this a written correſ- 
pondence between Arnold and Andre, had been for ſome 
time carried on, under the Belo names of Guſtavus 


to fetch Major Andre, On its return, Arnold met him 
t the beach, without the poſts of either army. Their 
buſineſs was not finiſhed till it was too near the dawn of 
day for Andre to return to the Vulture. Arnold told him 
he muſt be concealed till the next night. For that pur- 
poſe, he was conducted within one of the American 
poſts, againſt his previous ſtipulation and knowledge, 
and continued with Arnold the following day. The 
boatmen refuſed to carry him back the next night, as the 
Vulture, from being expoſed to the fire of ſome cannon 
brought up to annoy her, had changed her poſition. 
Andre's return to New-York by land, was then the only 
practicable mode of eſcape. To favour this he quitted 
his uniform which he had hitherto worn under a_fur- 
tout, for a common coat, and was furniſhed with a horſe, 
and under the name of John Anderſon, with a paſſport 
to go to the lines of White Plains or lower if he thought 
proper, he being on public buſineſs.“ He advanced alone 
and undiſturbed a great part of the way. When he 
thought himſelf almoſt out of danger, he was ſtopped by 
three of the New-York militia, who were with others 
(coating between the out-poſts of the two armies. Ma- 
jor Andre inſtead of producing his paſs, aſked the man 

who ſtopped him where he belonged to” who anſwered 
to below” meaning New-York. He replied * fo do I” 
and declared himſelf a Britiſh officer, and preſſed that 
he might not be detained. He ſoon diſcovered his miſtake. 
His captors proceeded to ſearch him : ſundry papers were 
found in his pofſeſhon. Theſe were ſecreted in his boots, 
and were in Arnold's hand-writing. They contained exact 
returns of the ſtate of the forces, ordnance and defences at 
Weſt-Point, with the artillery orders, critical remarks on 
the works, &c. | Andre 
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4ftrious cultivation he had greatly improved. He poſ- 1780. 
ffſed many amiable qualities, and very great acrompliſu⸗- 


md Anderſon. A boat was ſent at night from the ſhore Sept. 21. 


1780. - Audre offered his captors a purſe of gold and a new 
Wes valuable watch, if they would let him paſs, and permanent 
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ing that perſon on neutral ground, for the purpoſe of 
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proviſion and future promotion, if they would convey 
and accompany him to New- Tork. They nobly dif. 
dained the proffered bribe, and delivered him a+ priſoner 
to Lieutenant Colonel Jameſon, who commanded the 
ſcouting parties. In teſtimony of the high ſenſe entertained 
of the virtuous and patriotic conduct of Joh Paulding, 
David Williams, and Iſaac Van Vert, the captors vf 
Andre, Congreſs reſolved | «That each of them re- 
ceive annually two bundred dollars in ſpecie during 
life, and that the board of war be directed to 
procure for each of them a ſilver medal, on one fide 
of which ſhould be a ſhield with this inſcription, 
Fidelity; and on the other, the following motto, Vinat 
Amor Patrie : and that the commander in chief be re- 
veſted to preſent the ſame, with the thanks of Congreſs, 
for their fidelity and the eminent ſervice they had render. 
ed their country.“ Andre when delivered to Jameſon 
continued to call himſelf by the name of Anderſon, 
and aſked leave to ſend a letter to Arnold, to acquaint him 
with Anderſon's detention. Tbis was inconfiderately 
granted. Arnold on the receipt of this letter abandon- 
ed every thing, and went on board the Vulture {loop af 
war. Lieut. Col. Jameſon forwarded to Gen.-Waſhing- 
ton all the papers found on André, together with a let- 
ter giving an account of the whole affair, but the expreſs, 
by: taking a different route from the General, who was 
returning from a conference at Hartford with Count de 
Rochambeau, mifſed him. This cauſed ſuch a delay a 
gave Arnold time to effect his eſcape. The ſame packet 
which detailed the particulars of Andre's capture, brought 
a letter from him, in which he avowed his name and cha- 
rafter, and endeavoured to ſhew that he did not come 
under the deſcription of a ſpy. The letter was expreſſed 
in terms of dignity without inſolence, and of apology 
without meanneſs, He ſtated therein, that he held a 
correſpondence . with a perſon under the orders of his 
General. That his intention went no: farther than meet- 


intelligence, and that, againſt his ſtipulation, , his. inten- 
tion, and without his knowledge beforehand, he was 
brought within the American poſts, and had to concert 
his eſcape from them. Being taken on his return he Was 
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mark, that though unfortunate, he was branded with nothing 
that was diſhonourable, and that he was involuntarily an 


General Waſhington referred the whole caſe of Major 


Andre to the examination and deciſion of a board, conſiſting 
of fourteen general officers. On his examination, he vo- 


that he did not come aſhore under the protec- 
tion of a The board did not examine a ſingle witneſs, 
but their report on his own confeffion. In this 
they ſtated the following facts: That Major Andre came 
onſhore on the night of the 21ſt of 8 r in a private 
and ſecret manner, and that he changed his dreſs within 
the American lines, and under a feigned name and diſguiſed 
habit paſſed their works, and was taken in a diſguiſed habit 
when on. his way to New-York, and when taken, ſeveral 
papers were found in his poſſeſſion, which contained intel- 
igence for the enemy.” From theſe facts they farther re- 
ported it as their opinion «© That Major Andre ought to be 
conſidered as a ſpy, and that ly to the laws and 
of nations he ought ſuffer . 

ir Henry Clinton, L — General Robertſon, and 

de late American General Arnold, wrote preſſing letters 
to General Waſhington, to prevent the deciſion of the 
board 8f general officers from being carried into effect. 
General Arnold in particular urged, that every thing done 
by Major Andre was done by his particular requeſt, and at 


atime when he was the acknowledged commanding officer 


n the department. He contended that he had a ri 
tranſact all theſe matters for which though wrong, 
Andre ought not to ſuffer.” An interview alſo took place 
eneral Robertſon on the part of the Britiſh, and 
General Greene, on the part of the Americans. Every 
ding was urged by the former, that ingenuity or humanity 
could ſuggeſt for averting the propoſed execution, Greene 
made a propoſition for delivering up Andre for Arnold ; but 
inding this could not be a. — 1 
inſt ev incip icy. obertſon 
urged « n ſhore under he lanction of a 
lag, and that being then in Arnold's power, he was not 
countable for his fubſequent actions, which were ſaid to 
Vox. II. K K de 


t to 


N confeſſed every thing that related to himſelf, and 
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„ 
tis principal requeſt was that © whatever his fate might 1780. 
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1780. be compulſory.” To this it was replied * he wasemploy- 
ae in the execution of meaſures very foreign from the of 


jects of flags of truce, and ſuch as they were never meant 
to authoriſe or countenance, and that Major Andre in the 
courſe of his examination had candidly confeſſed, that it 
was impoſſible for him to ſuppoſe that he came on ſhore un- 
der the ſanction of a flag.” As Greene and Robertſon dif. 
fered ſo widely both in their ſtatement of facts, and the in. 
ferences they drew from them, the latter propoſed to the 
former, that the opinions of diſintereſted gentlemen might 
be taken on the ſubjeR, and propoſed K niphauſen and Ro- 
chambeau. Robertſon alſo urged that Andre poſſeſſed a 
great ſhare of Sir Henry Clinton's eſteem ; and that he 
would be infinitely obliged if he ſhould be ſpared. He of- 
fered that in caſe Andre was permitted to return with him 
to New-York, any perſon whatever, that might be named, 
ſhould be ſet-at liberty, All theſe arguments and entreaties 
having failed, Robertſon preſented a long letter from Ar- 
nold, in which he endeavoured to exculpate Andre, by ac- 
knowledging himſelf the author of every part of his con- 
duct, « and particularly inſiſted on his coming from the 
Vulture, under a flag which he had ſent for that purpoſe,” 
He declared that if Andre ſuffered, he ſhould think himſelf 
bound in honour to retaliate, He alſo obſerved © that 
forty of the principal inhabitants, of South-Carolina had 
juſtly forfeited their lives, which had hitherto been 

only through the clemency of Sir Henry Clinton, hut who 
could no longer extend his mercy if Major Andre ſuffered: 
an event which would probably open a ſceng of bloodſhed, 
at which humanity muſt revolt.” He intreated Waſhing- 
ton by his own honor, and for that of humanity, not to ſut- 
fer an unjuſt ſentence to touch the life. of Andre, but if 
that warning ſhould be diſregarded and Andre ſuffer, he 
called heaven and earth to witneſs, that he alone would be 
juſtly anſwerable for the torrents of blood that might be ſpilt 
in conſequence.” / 

Every exertion was made by the royal commanders to 
fave Andre, but without effect. It was the general opinion 
of the American army that his life was forfeited, and that 
national dignity and found policy required that the. forfei- 
ture ſhould be exacted. : a 

Andr though ſuperior to the terrors of death, wiſhed to 
die like a ſoldier. To obtain this favour, he wrote a letter 
to Gen. Waſhington, fraught with ſentiments of — 
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was ſaved from the pain of receiving a "negative anſwer 
The guard which attended him in his confinement, magch- 
ed with him to the place of execution. © The way, over 
which he paſſed, was — on each ſide by anxious ſpec- 
tators. T heir ſenſibility was Rrongly 1 impre by behpld- 
ing a well dreſſed youth, in the bloom of life, of a peculi- 
arly engaging perſon, mien and aſpect, devoted to imme- 
date execution. Major Andre walked with firmneſs, com- 
poſure and Uignity, between two officers of his guard, his 
arm being locked in theirs. Upon ſeein the pfeparations 
at the fatal ſpot, he aſked with { ree of congern 
« Muſt I die in this manner? — He was told it 15700 
voidable He replied, © I am reconciled. to my "Sys 

not to the mode; but ſoon ſubjoined, 5. It wil be ut a 
momentary pang.” He aſcended the re, with a pleaſing 
countenance, and with a 1 of compoſu which 9.5 
cited the admiration and melted the hearts of all the 

tors. He was aſked when the fatal moment was, 8 
if he bad any thing to ſay; he anſwered nothing but to re- 
queſt . That yu will witneſs to the world that I die like a 
2 man.“ The ſucceeding moments cloſed the affect 
ing ſcene. 

This execution was the ſubject of ſevere cenſures, Bar- 
barity, cruelty and murder, were plentifully charge on the 
Americans, but the impartial of all nations allowed, . that it 
vas warranted by the uſages of war. * Cope con- 
demned, — condemning the maxjms of ſelf. preſerya- 
tion, which have uniformly guided the practice of hoſtile 
. — The e. feeli 2 0 8 * 
gratified, by diſpepſing w rigid maxims of war in 
vour of b Fre a an officer, but. theſe feelings muſt 
be controlled by a regard for the public — N 
the diſtreſſed Rate of the American army, and nt 
were their cauſes of complaint, that there was mycki 
from the - contagious nature of . treachery. Could it have 
dern reduced to à certain EO there were no more 
in America, perhaps Andre's life might have Hoey, 
but the neceſſity of diſcouraging farther plots, fix 1 Gate, 
and ſtamped it — the ſeal of political neceſſity. If con- 
jectures in the boundleſs field of poffible contingencies were 
to be indulged, it might be ſaid that it was more conſonant 
to.extended humanity to * life, than by ill timed le- 

2 nity 
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a Popes of doing ſomething of conſequence. He flatter- 
e 


diſtreſſed American foldiery. He therefore took me 
for e ane; Nen purpoſe, by obviating their ſcruples, 


quieſced in the declaration of independence, although he 
— f. 


time, he had become a profeſſed loyaliſt. He "= 
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nity to lay a foundation, which probably would occaſion not 
only the loſs of many, but endanger the independence of a 
great country. 7 | 
Though a regard to the public ſafety impoſed a necefſi 
for inflicting the rigors of martial law, yet the rare wo 
of this unfortunate officer made his unhappy caſe the ſubject 
of univerſal regret. Not only among the partiſans of royal 
government, but among the firmeſt American republicans, 
the friendly tear of ſympathy freely flowed, for the early fall 
of this amiable young man. Some condemned, others juſ- 
tified, but all regretted the fatal ſentence which put a period 
to his valuable life. 


This grand project terminated with no other alteration 


in reſpect of the Britiſh, than that of their exchanging one 


of their beſt officers for the worſt man in the American ar- 
my. Arnold was immediately made a Brigadier General, 
in the ſervice of the King of Great-Britain. The failure 


of the ſcheme reſpecting Weſt-Point, made it neceſſary for 


mou to diſpel the cloud, which overſhadowed his character, 
'by the 


performance of ſome ſignal ſervice for his new maſ- 
ters. The condition of the American army, afforded him 


himſelf that by the allurements of pay and promotion, 
he ſhould be able to raiſe a numerous force, from among the 


* 


and working on their paſſions. His firſt public meaſure was 
iſſuing an addreſs, directed to the inhabitants of America, 
dated from New-York, five days after Andre's execution. 


In this he endeavoured to juſtify himſelf for deſerting their 
cauſe. He faid © that when he firſt engaged in it, he con- 
ceived the rights of his country to be in danger, and that 
duty and honor called him to her defence. A redreſs of 
quicked was his only aim and object. He however ac- 


thought it precipitate. But the reaſons that then were of- 
ied to juſtify that meaſure, no longer could exiſt, when 


Great-Britain with the open arms of a 2 offered to 


embrace them as children and to grant the wiſhed for re- 
dreſs. From the refuſal of theſe propoſals, and the ratifi- 


cation of the French' alliance, all his ideas of the juſtice 


and policy of the war were totally changed, and from that 
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ldged that G in theſs principles he had only retained his 1780. 
arms and command, for an ity to ſurrender them www 


to Great-Britain.” This addreſs was ſoon followed by 
another, inſcribed to the officers and ſoldiers of the conti 
nental army. This was intended to induce them to follow 
his example, and engage in the royal ſeryice, He informed 
them, that he was authoriſed to raife a corps of cavalry and 
infantry, who were to be on the ſame footing with the other 
troops in the Britiſh ſervice, To allure the private men, 
three guineas were offered to each, beſides payment for their 
horſes, arms and accoutrements. Rank in the Britiſh army 


was alſo held out to the American officers, who would re- 


cruit and bring in a certain number of men, proportioned 
to the different grades in military ſeryice. Theſe offers 
were propoſed to unpaid ſoldiers, who were ſuffering from 
the want of both food and cloathing, and to officers wha 
were in a great degree obliged to ſupport themſelves from 
their awn reſources, while they were ſpending the prime af 
their days, and * their lives in the unproductive ſer- 
vice of Congreſs. hough they were urged at a time 
when the paper currency was at its loweſt ebb of deprecia- 
tion, and the wants and diſtreſſes of the American army 
were at their higheſt pitch, yet they did not produce the in- 
tended effect on a ſingle ſentinel or officer, Whether the 
circumſtances of Arnold's caſe, added new ſhades to the 
crime of deſertion, ar whether their providential eſcape 
from the deep laid ſcheme againſt Weſt-point, gave a higher 
tone to the firmneſs of the American ſoldiery, cannot be 
unfolded ; But either from theſe or ſome other cauſes, deſer- 
tion wholly cealed at this remarkable period of the war. 

It is matter of reproach to the United States, that they - 
brought into public view a man of Arnold's character, but 
it is to the honor of human nature, that a great revolution 
and ag eight years war produced but one. In civil conteſts, 
for officers to change ſides has not been unyſual, but in the 
various events of the American war, and among the many 
regular officers it called to the field, nothing occurred that 
bore any reſemblance to the conduct of Arnold, His ſin- 
gular caſe enforced the policy of conferring high truſts ex- 
cluſively on men of clean hands, withholding all 
public confidence from thoſe who are ſubjected to the do- 
minion of pleaſure. wt 


A gallant 


May 5, 
1781. 


„ p 
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A gallant enterprize of Major Talmadge about this time 
ſhall cloſe this chapter. He croſſed the ſound to Long. 
Ifland with 80 men, made a circuitous march of 20 miles 
to Fort- George, and reduced it without any other loſs than 
that of one private man wounded. ' He killed and wounded 
eight of the enemy, captured a Et. Colonel, a Captain and 
55 privates. | 


e 


Foreign Affairs, connected with the American Revolution 
| 1780, 1781. 


HAT ſpark which was firſt kindled at Boſton, gra- 
dually expanded itſelf till various nations of Europe 
were involved in its wide ſpreading flame. France, Spain 
and Holland were in the years 1778, 1779 and 1780 ſuc- 


ceſſively drawn in for a ſhare of the oor calamity. 


Theſe events had ſo direct an influence on the Ameri- 
can war, that a ſhort recapitulation of them becomes ne- 
ceſſary. 

Soon after his moſt Catholic Majeſty declared war againſt 
Great - Britain, expeditions were carried on by Don Galvez 
the Spaniſh governor of Louiſiana, againſt the Britiſh ſet- 
tlements in Weſt-Florida, which were eaſily ſubdued. The 
conqueſt of the whole province was completed in a few 
months by the reduction of Penſacola, The Spaniards were 
not ſo ſucceſsful in their attempts againſt Gibraltar and Ja- 
maica. They had blockaded the former of theſe places on 
the landſide ever ſince July 1779, and ſoon after inveſted it 
as cloſely by ſea, as the nature of the gut, and ron of 
wind and weather, would permit. Towards the cloſe of 
the year the garriſon was reduced to great ſtraits, Vegeta- 
bles were with difficulty to be got at any price, but bread 
the great eſſential both of life and health, was moſt defici- 
ent. Governor Elliott who commanded in the garriſon, 
made an experiment to aſcertain what quantity of rice * 

uffice 


e e e e !,, e 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 503 


ſuffice a ſingle perſon, and lived for eight ſucceſſive days, Feb. 8, 
on thirty two ounces of that nutritious grain. 1 270 
The critical ſituation of Gibraltar called for relief. A 

ſtrong ſquadron was prepared for that purpoſe, and the 
command of it given to Sir George Rodney. He when on 

his way thither fell in with 15 fail of merchantmen, under 

a ſlight convoy bound from St. Sebaſtian to Cadiz, and cap- 

tured the whole. Several of the veſſels were laden with 

proviſions which being ſent into Gibraltar proved a ſeaſon- 

able ſupply. In eight days after, he engaged near Cape St. 

Vincent with a Spaniſh ſquadron of eleven fail of the line, 

commanded by Don Juan de Langara, Early in the action July 18. 

the Spaniſh ſhip San Domingo mounting 70 guns, and car- 

rying 600 men blew up, and all on board periſhed. The 

action continued with great vigour on both ſides for ten 

hours. The'Spaniſh Admiral's ſhip the Phœnix of 80 

guns, with three of 70, were carried into a Britiſh port, 

The San Julian of 70 guns was taken, and a Lieutenant 

with 70 Britiſh ſeamen was put on board, but as ſhe ran 

on ſhore, the victors became priſoners. Another ſhip of 

the ſame force was alſo taken, = afterwards totally loſt. 

Four eſcaped, but two of them were greatly damaged, 

The Spaniſh Admiral did not ſtrike till his ſhip was re- 

duced to a mere wreck. Captain Macbride of the Bienfai- 

ſcent, to whom he ſtruck, diſdaining to convey infection 

even to an enemy, informed him that a malignant ſmall pox 

prevailed an board the Bienfaiſcent ; and offered to permit 

the Spaniſh priſoners to ſtay on board the Phoenix, rather 

than by a removal to expoſe them to the ſmall pox, truſting 

to the Admiral's honor, that no advantage would be taken 

of the circumſtance. The propoſal was  chearfully em- 

braced, and the conditions honorably obſerved. The con- 

ſequence of this important victory was the immediate and 

complete relief of Gibraltar. This being accompliſhed, - 

Rodney proceeded to the Weſt-Indies. The Spaniards 

nevertheleſs perſeyered with ſteadineſs, in their original de- 

lign of reducing Gibraltar. They ſeemed to, be entirely 

abſorbed in that object. The garriſon, after ſome time, 

megan again to ſuffer the inconveniences which flow from 

dehcient and unwholſome food: But in April 1781, com- 

plete relief was obtained through the interyention of a Bri« Apr. 12. 

tiſh fleet, commanded by Admiral Darby. 1781. 

The court of Spain mortified at this repeated diſappoint- 


ment, determined to make greater exertions. Their works 
was 
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was carried on with more vigour than ever. Having 
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an experiment of 20 months found the inefficacy of a block- 
ade, they reſolved to try the effects of a bombardment. 
Their batteries were mounted with guns of the heavieſt 
metal, and with mortars of the largeſt dimenſions. Theſe 
diſgorged torrents of fire on a narrow ſpot. It ſeemed as if 
not only the works, but the rock itſelf muſt have been 
overwhelmed. All diſtinctions of parts was loſt in flame 
and ſmoke. This dreadful cannonade continued day and 
night, almoſt inceſſantly for three weeks, in every 24 hours 
of which 100,000l1bs. of gunpowder were. conſumed, and 
between 4 and 5090 ſhot and ſhells went through the town, 
It then ſlackened, but was not intermitted during one whole 
day for upwards of a twelve month. The fatigues of the 


. garriſon were extreme, but the loſs of men was leſs than 


might have been expected. For the firſt ten weeks of this 
unexampled bombardment, the whole number of killed and 
wounded was only about 300. The damage done to the 
works was trifling. The houſes in the town about 500 in 
number were moſily deſtroyed. Such of the inhabitants as 
were not buried in the ruins of their houſes, or torn to 
pieces by the ſhells, fled to the remote parts of the rocks, 
but deſtruction followed them to places which had always 
been deemed ſecure. No ſcene could be more deplorable. 
Mothers and children claſped in each others arms, were fo 
completely torn to pieces, that it ſeemed more like an an- 


' Nihilation, than a diſperſion of their ſhattered fragments. 


Ladies of the greateſt ſenſibility and moſt delicate conſtitu- 
tions deemed themſelves happy to be admitted to a few 
hours of repoſe in the caſements, amidſt the noiſe of a 
crouded ſoldiery, and the groans of the wounded. . 

At the firſt onſet Gen. Elliot retorted on the beſiegers a 
ſhower of fire, but foreſeeing the difficulty of procuring 
ſupplies he ſoon retrenched, and received with comparative 
unconcern, the fury and violence of his adverſaries. By 
the latter end of November, the beſiegers had brought 
their works to that ſtate of perfection which they intended. 
The care and ingenuity employed upon them were extraor- 
dinary. The beſt engineers of France and Spain had united 
their abilities, and both kingdoms were filled with — 
expectations of ſpeedy ſucceſs. In this conjuncture, 


when all Europe was in ſuſpence concerning the fate of the 
garriſon, and when from the prodigious efforts * wr its 
reduction 
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reduction, many believed that it could not hold out much 
longer, a fally was projected and executed, which in 
about two hours deſtroyed thoſe works which had required 
ſo much time, ſkill — labor to accompliſh. 

A body of 2000 choſen men, under the command of 1 781. 

Brig. Gen. Roſs, marched out about 2 O clock in the Nov. 27. 
morning, and at the ſame inſtant made a general attack on 
the whole exterior front of the lines of the beſiegers. The 
Spaniards gave way on every fide, and abandoned their 
works. The pioneers and artillery men ſpread their fire 
with ſuch rapidity, that in a little time every thing com- 
buſtible was in flames. The mortars and cannon were 
ſpiked, and their beds, platforms and carriages deſtroyed. 
The magazines blew up, one after another. The loſs of 
the detachment, which accompliſhed all this deſtruction, 
was inconſiderable. 
This unexpected event diſconcerted the beſiegers, but 
they ſoon recovered from their alarm, and with a perſeve- 
rance almoſt peculiar to their nation, determined to go on 
with the ſiege. Their ſubſequent exertions, and reiterated 
defeats, ſhall be related in the order of time in which they 
took place. | | | | 

While the Spaniards were urging the ſiege of Gibraltar, 
a ſcheme which had been previouſly concerted with the 
French was in a train of execution. This conſiſted of two 
2 The object of the firſt, concerted between the 

rench and Spaniards, was no leſs than the conqueſt of Ja- 
maica. The object of the ſecond, in which the French 
and the Americans we re parties, was the reduction of New- 
York. In conformity to this plan, the monarchs of France 
and Spain early in the year 1780, aſſembled a force in the 
Weſt-Indies, ſuperior to that of the Britiſh. Their com- 
bined fleets amounted to thirty fix fail of the line, and their 
land forces were in a correſpondent proportion. By acting 
in concert, they hoped to make rapid conqueſts in the 
Weſt-Indies. | 

Fortunately for the Britiſh intereſt, this great hoſtile 
force carried within itſelf the cauſe of its own overthrow, 
The Spaniſh troops from being too much crouded on board 
their tranſports, were ſeized with a mortal and contagious 
diſtemper. This ſpread N French fleet and land 
forces, as well as their own. With the hopes of arreſting 
its progreſs, the Spaniards were landed in the French 
lands, By theſe diſaſtrous events, the ſpirit of enterpriſe 
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was damped. The combined fleets, having neither effect. 
ed nor attempted any thing of conſequence, deſiſted from 
the proſecution of the objects of the campaign. The fai- 
lure of the firſt part of the plan, occaſioned the failure of 
the ſecond. Count de Guichen the commander of the 
French fleet, who was to have followed M. de Ternay, and 
to have co-operated with Gen. Waſhington, inſtead of 
coming to the American continent, failed with a large 
convoy collected from the French iſlands, directly to 
France, | 

The abortive plans of the French and Spaniards, ope- 
rated directly againſt the intereſt, of the United States, but 
this was in a ſhort time counterbalanced, by the increaſed 
embarraſſments occaſioned to Great-Britain, by the armed 
neutrality of the northern powers, and by a rupture with 
Holland. | | 

The naval ſuperiority of Great-Britain, had long been 
the ſubject of regret and of envy. As it was the intereſt, 
ſo it ſeemed to be the wiſh of European ſovereigns, to avail 
themſelves of the preſent favourable moment, to effect an 
humiliation of her maritime grandeur. That the flag of 
all nations muſt ſtrike to Britiſh ſhips of war, could not be 
otherwiſe than mortifying to independent ſovereigns. This 
haughty demand was not their only cauſe of complaint. The 
activity and number of Britiſh privateers had rendered them 
objects of terror, not only to the commercial ſhipping of 
their enemies, but to the many veſſels belonging to other 
powers, that were employed in trading with them. Vari- 
ous litigations had taken place between the commanders of 
Britiſh armed veſſels, and thoſe who were in the ſervice of 
neutral powers, reſpecting the extent of that commerce, 
which was conſiſtent with a ſtrict and fair neutrality, The 
Britiſh inſiſted on the lawfulneſs of ſeizing ſupplies, which 
were about to be carried to their enemies, Having been 
in the habit of commanding on the ſea, they conſidered 
power and right to be ſynonimous terms. As other nati- 
ons from a dread of provoking their vengeance, had ſub- 
mitted to their claim of dominion on the ocean, they fan- 
cied themſelves inveſted with authority to controul the 
commerce of independent nations, when it interfered with 
their views. This haughtineſs worked its own overthrow. 
The Empreſs of Ruſſia took the lead in eſtabliſhing a ſyſ- 
tem of maritime laws, which ſubverted the claims of Great- 
Britain, Her trading veſſels had long been _—_— b 
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Britiſh ſearches and ſeizures, on pretence of their carry- 
ing on a commerce inconſiſtent with neutrality, The pre- 
ſent criſis favoured the re- eſtabliſhment of the laws of na- 
ture, in place of the uſurpations of Great- Britain. 

A declaration was publiſhed by the Empreſs of Ruſſia, Feb. 26. 
addreſſed to the courts of London, Verſailles and Madrid. 1780. 
in this it was obſerved “ that her Imperial Majeſty had: 
given ſuch convincing proofs of the ſtrict regard {he had 
for the rights of neutrality, and the liberty of commerce in 
general, that it might have been hoped her impartial con- 
duct, would have entitled her ſubjects to the enjoyment of 
the advantages belonging to neutral nations. 8 
had however proved the contrary; her ſubjects had been 
moleſted in their navigation, by the fhips and privateers of 
the belligerent powers.“ Her Majeſty therefore declared 
« that ſhe found it neceſſary to remove theſe vexations 
which had been offered to the commerce of Ruſſia, but be- 
fore ſhe came to any ſerious meaſures, ſhe thought it juſt 
and equitable, to expoſe to the world and particularly to the 
belligerent powers, the principles ſhe had adopted for her 
conduct, which were as follows. 

« That ngutral ſhips ſhould enjoy a free navigation, 
even from port to port, and on the coaſts of the belligerent 
powers. That all effects belonging to the belligerent pow- 
ers, ſhould be looked on as free on board ſuch neutral 
2 — with an exception of places actually blocked up or 
er ieged, and with a proviſo that they do not carry to the 
i- {enemy contraband articles.” Theſe were limited by an ex- 
of Wplanation, ſo as to “ comprehend only warlike ſtores and 
of ammunition,” and her imperial Majeſty declared that “ ſhe 
e, vas firmly reſolved to maifftain theſe principles, and that 
he vith the view of protecting the commerce and navigation 
ch ot her ſubjects, ſhe had given orders to fit out a conſiderable _ 
en WE part of her naval force.” This declaration was communi- 
ed {cated to the States General, and the Empreſs of Ruſſia in- 
ti- Writed them to make a common cauſe with her, ſo far as ſuch 
b- In union might ſerve to protect commerce and navigation. 

n- Woimilar communications and invitations were alſo made to 
be the courts of Copenhagen, Stockholm and Liſbon, A ci- 
ith Wvil anſwer was received from the court of Great-Britain, 
w. ¶ ud a very cordial one from the court of France. On this 
y- occaſion, it was faid by his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty © that 
at- hat her Imperial Majeſty claimed from thqpelligerent 
by ers, was nothing more than the rules preſcribed to the 
iſh French 
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French navy.” The Kings of Sweden and Denmark, alf 
formally acceded to the principles and meaſures propoſed by 
the Empreſs of Ruſſia, The States General did the ſame, 
The Queen of Portugal was the only ſovereign who re. 
fuſed to concur. The powers engaged in this aſſociation 
reſolved to ſupport each other againſt any of the belligerent 
nations, who ſhould violate'the principles which had been 

laid down, in the declaration of the Empreſs of Ruſſia. 
This combination aſſumed the name of. the armed neu- 
trality: By it a reſpectable guarantee was procured to 3 
commerce, from which France and Spain procured a plen- 
tiful ſupply of articles, eſſentially conducive to a vigorous 
ecution of the war. The uſurped authority of . Great- 
Britain on the highway of nature received a fatal blow. 
Her embarraſſments from this ſource were aggravated by 
the conſideration, that they came from a power in whole 

friendſhip ſhe had confided.  _ | 
About the ſame time the enemies of Great-Britan were 
increaſed by the addition of the States General. Though 
theſe two powers were bound to each other, by the obliga- 
tions of treaties, the conduct of the latter had long been 
conſidered, rather as hoſtile than friendly. Few Euro- 
peans had a greater proſpect of advantage from American in- 
dependence than the Hollanders. 'I he conqueſt of the 
United States, would have regained to. Great-Britain a 
monopoly of their trade; but the eſtabliſhment of their in- 
dependence promiſed to other nations, an equal chance of 
articipating therein, As commerce is the ſoul of the 
nited Netherlands, to have neglected the preſent oppor- 
tunity of extending it, would have been a deviation from 
their eſtabliſhed maxims of pohcy. Former treaties framed 
in diſtant periods, when other views were predominant, 
oppoſed bur a feeble barrier to the claims of preſent intereſt, 
The paſt generation found it to their advantage, to ſeek 
the friendthip and protection of Great-Britain, But they 
who were now on the ſtage of life, had ſimilar inducements 
to ſeek for. new channels of trade, Though this could not 
be done without thwarting the views of the court of Lon- 
don, their recollection of former favours was not ſufficient 
to curb their immediate favorite paſſion. From the year 
1777, Sir eee Yorke, the Britiſh miniſter at the Hague, 
had made ſundry repreſentations to their High Mightineſles 
of the clandeſtine commerce, carried on between their me: 
jec 
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efts and the Americans. He particularly ſtated that Mr. 
Van Graaf, the Governor of St. Euſtatius, had permitted 
in illicit commerce with the Americans; and had at one 
time returned the ſalute of a veſſel carrying their flag. Sir 
Joſeph, therefore demanded a formal diſavowal of this ſa- 
lite, and the diſmiſſion and immediate recall of Governor 
— — 3 —.— was — 

animous temporiſing reply. On the 12th of Septem- 
＋ 778, a memorial os preſented to the States General, 
from the merchants and others of Amſterdam, in which 
they complained that their lawful commerce was obſtructed 
by the ſhips of his Britannic Majeſty. On the 22d of Ju- 
I, 1779, Sir Joſeph Yorke! demanded of the States Ge- 
neral, the ſuccours which were ſtipulated in the treaty of 


1678 : But this was not complied with. Friendly 'decla- 


rations and unfriendly actions followed each other in alter- 
mate ſucceſſion. At length a declaration was publiſhed by 
the King of Great-Britain, by which it was announced 
4 that the ſubjects of the United Provinces, were hence- 
forth to be conſidered upon the ſame footing with other 
martial powers not privileged by treaty.” Throughout 
the whole of this period, the Dutch by means of neutral 
ports, continued to 'ſupply the Americans; and the Eng- 
liſh, to inſult and intercept their navigation, but open hof- 
tilities were avoided by both. The former aimed princi- 
pally at the gains of a lucrative commerce, the latter to re- 
move all obſtacles which ſtood in the way of their favourite 
ſcheme of conquering the Americans. The event which 
occaſioned a formal declaration of war, was the capture of 
Henry Laurens. In the deranged ſtate of the American 
finances, that gentlemen had been deputed by Congreſs, to 
ſolicit a loan for their ſervice in the Uni Netherlands; 
and alſo to negociate a treaty between them and the United 
States, On his way thither, he was taken by the Veſtal 
frigate commanded by Captain Keppel. He had thrown 
bis papers overboard ; but great part of them were never- 
theleſs recovered without having received much damage. 
His papers being delivered to the miniſtry, were carefully 
examined. Among them was found one purporting to be 
2 plan of a treaty of amity and commerce, between the 
States of Holland and the United States of America. This 
had been originally drawn up in conſequence of ſome con- 


verſation between William Lee, whom Congreſs had ap- 


pointed 
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1780. 
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this was not an official paper, and had never been read in 
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pointed commiſſioner to the courts of Vienna and Berlin; 
and John de Neufville, merchant of Amſterdam, as a pla 
of a treaty deſtined to be concluded hereafter-; But it had 
never been: propoſed either by Congreſs or the States 
Holland, though it had received the approbation of the Pen. 
honary Van Berkel, and of the city of Amſterdam, Ax 
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Congreſs the original was given to Mr. Laurens as a pa- 
per that might be uſeful to him in his projected negociati- 
ens. I his unauthentic paper, which was in Mr. Laurens 
poſſeſſion by accident, and which was ſo nearly ſunk in the 
ocean, proved the occaſion of a national war. The court 
of Great-Britain, was highly offended at it. The paper 
itſelf and ſome others, relating to the ſame ſubject were de. 
livered to the Prince of Orange, who laid them before the 
States of Holland and Weſt-Frieſland. 
- Sir. Joſeph Yorke preſented a memorial to the States Ge- 
neral, in which he aſſerted “ That the papers of Mr. Lau- 
rens, who ſtiled himſelf Preſident of the pretended Con- 
greſs, had furniſhed the diſcovery of a plot unexampled in 
all the annals of the republic. That it appeared by theſe 
papers, that the gentlemen of Amſterdam had been engaged 
in a clandeſtine correſpondence with the American rebels, MW ® 
from the month of Auguſt 1778, and that inſtructions and * 
full powers had been given by them for the concluſion of a f 
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treaty of indiſputable amity with thoſe rebels; who were the 
ſubjects of a ſovereign, to whom the republic was united 
by the cloſeſt engagements.” He therefore, in the name | 
of his maſter, demanded “ A formal difavowal of this irre- 
gular conduct, and a prompt ſatisfaction proportioned to 
the offence, and an exemplary puniſhment of the Penſio- 


nary Van Berkel, and his accomplices, as diſturbers of the 
Public peace and violaters of the laws of nations. The 
States General diſavowed the intended treaty of the city of 
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Amſterdam, and engaged to proſecute the Penſionary ac- 
eording to the laws of the country; but this was not deem- 
ed ſatisfactory. Sir Joſeph Yorke was ordered to with- 
draw from the Hague, and ſoon after a manifeſto againſt 
the Dutch was publiſhed in London. This was followed 
by an order of council & That general repriſals be granted 
againſt the ſhips, goods and ſubjects, of the States Gene- 
ral.” Whatever may be thought of the policy of this mea- 
ſure, its boldneſs muſt be admired. Great-Britain, * 


* 
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at war with the United States of America, the monarchies 
of France and Spain, deliberately reſolves on a war with 
Holland, and at a time when ſhe might have avoided open 
hoſtilities. Her ſpirit was ſtill farther evinced by the conſi- | 
deration'that ſhe was deſerted by her friends, and without | 
a fingle ally. Great muſt have been her reſources to ſup- | 
port ſo extenſive a war againſt ſo many hoſtile ſovereigns, | 
but this very ability, by proving that her overgrown power 
was dangerous to the peace of Europe, furniſhed an apo- 
logy for their combination againſt her. 
A war*with Holland being reſolved upon, the ſtorm of 
Britiſh vengeance firſt burſt on the Dutch Iſland of St. 
Euſtatius. This though intrinſically of little value, had 
long been the ſeat of an extenſive commerce. It was the 
grand freeport of the Weſt-Indies, and as ſuch was a ge- 

market and magazine to all nations. In ' conſequence 
of its neutrality and fituation, together with its unbounded 
freedom of trade, it reaped the richeſt harveſts of commerce, 
during the ſeaſons of warfare among its neighbours. It was 
in a particular manner, a convenient channel of ſupply to 
the Americans. | | 
The Iſland. is a natural fortification, and very capable 
of being made ſtrong ; but as its inhabitants were a motley 
mixture of tranſient perſons, wholly intent on the gains of 
commerce, they were more ſolicitous to acquire property, 
than attentive to improve thoſe means of ſecurity which the 
Iſland afforded, - | | 
Sir George Rodney and General Vaugban, with a large 178r. 
fleet and army, ſurrounded this Iſland, and demanded a ſur- Feb. 3. 
render thereof and of its dependencies within an hour. Mr. 
de Graaf returned for anſwer * That being utterly incapa- 
dle of making any defence againſt the force which inveſted 
the Iſland, he muſt of neceſſity ſurrender it, only recom- 
mending the town and its inhabitants to the known and 
uſual clemency of Britiſh commanders,” 
The wealth accumulated in this barren fpot was prodi- 
ious, The whole Iſland ſeemed to be one. vaſt magazine. 
he ſtore-houſes were filled, and the beach covered with 
valuable commodities. Theſe alone on a moderate calcu- 
lation were eſtimated to be worth above three millions ſter- 
ling, All this property, together with what was found on 
the Iſland, was indiſcriminately ſeized and declared to be 
confiſcated. This valuable booty was farther increaſed by - 
new arrivals. The conquerors for ſome time kept up 
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Dutch eolours, which decoyed a number of French, Dutch: 


and American veſſels into their hands. Above 150 mer. 
chant veſſels, moſt of which were richly laden, were cap. 
tured. A Dutch frigate of 38 guns, and five ſmall armed 
veſſels, ſhared the ſame fate. The neighbouring ſands of 
St. Martin and Saba were in like manner reduced. Juſt 


before the arrival of the Britiſh, 30 large ſhips, laden wich 


Weſt· India commodities, had failed from Euſtatius for Hol- 
land, under the convoy of a ſhip of ſixty guns. Admiral 
Rodney diſpatched the Monarch and Panther, with the Sy- 
bil frigate in purſuit of this fleet. The whole of it was 
overtaken and captured. | n MAT 
The Dutch Weſt-India company, many of the citizens 
of Amfterdam, and ſeveral Americans were grear ſufferers 
by the capture of this Iſland, and the confiſcation of all pro- 
found therein, which immediately followed, -but the 
ritiſh merchants were much more ſo. Theſe confiding 
in the acknowledged neutrality of the iſland, and in acts of 
Parliament, had accumulated therein great quantities of 
Weft-India produce, as well as of European goods. They 
ſtated their hard caſe to Admiral Rodney — Vaugh- 
an, and contended that their connexion with the captured 
iſland was under the ſanction of acts of Parliament, and that 
their commerce had been conducted according to the rules 
and maxims of trading nations. To. applications of this 
kind it was anſwered, < That the iſland was Dutch, every 
thing in it was Dutch, was under the protection of the 
Dutch flag, and as Dutch it ſhould be treated.” 
The ſeverity with which the viẽtors proceeded, drew on 
them pointed cenſures not only from the immediate ſuffer- 
ers, but from all Europe. It muſt be ſuppoſed that they 
were filled with reſentment for the ſupplies which the Ame- 
ricans received through this channel, but there is alſo reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that the love of gain was cloaked under the ſpe- 
cious veil of national policy. 70 | 
The horrors of an univerſal havoc of property were 
realiſed. The merchants and traders were ordered to 
ive up their books of correſpondence, their letters and 
ſo inventories of all their effects, incluſive of an exact 
account of all money and plate in their poſſeſſion. The 
= were deſignated as objects of particular reſentment. 
They were ordered to give up the keys of their ſtores, to 
leave their wealth and merchandjze behind them, and to 
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ver and other articles of great value and ſmall bulk. The 
policy of theſg unfortunate Hebrews did not avail them. 
The avarice of the conquerors,” effectualty counteracted 


their "ingenuity. They were ftripped, ſearched and deſ- 


poiled of their m and jewels. In this ſtate of wretch- 


edneſs,. many of the inhabitants were tranſported as outlaws 


and landed on St. Chriſtopher's. The aſſembly of that 


land wich great humanity, provided for them ſuch articles 


5 their fituation required; The Jews were ſoon followed 


by the Americans; ſome of theſe though they had been ba- 


* = 


niſhed from the United States, on account of their ws 


aken part with Great-Britain, were baniſhed a- ſecond 


time by the conquering troops of the ſovereign, in whoſe 
ſervice they had previouſly ſuffered. The French merchants 
and traders were next ordered off the iſland, and laſtly the 
tative Dutch were obliged to ſubmit to the ſame ſentence. 
Many opulent perſons in conſequence of theſe proceedings, 
were inſtantly reduved to extreme indigence, 3 

In the mean time public ſales were advertiſed, and per- 
bus of all nations invited to become purchaſers. The 


and of St. Euſtatius became a-ſcene of conſtant auctions! 
There never was a better market for buyers. The im- 
menſe quantities expoſed for fale, reduced the price of many 


wticles far below their original coſt. Many of the com- 


modities ſold on this occaſion, became in the hands of their 


tew purchaſers, as effectual ſupplies to the enemies of 
Great-Britain, as they could have been in caſe the iſland 


ud not been captured. The ſpirit of gam, whick led the 
traders of St. Euſtatius to ſacrifice the intereſts of Great- 


britain, influenced the conquerors to do the ſame, Ihe 


fiends of humanity, who wiſh that war was exterminated 


tom the world, or entered into _ for the attain- 
nent of national juſtice, muſt be gratified when they are 


told, that this unexampled rapacity was one link in the 


rm chain of cauſes which, as hereafter ſhall be explained, 


rought on the great event in the Cheſapeak, which gave 
pace to contending nations. While Admiral Rodney and 
is officers were bewildered, in the ſales of confiſcated pro- 


at St. Euftatius, and eſpecially while bis fleet was 
ened, by a large detachment ſent off to convey their 
| Vor. II. * L | | * | booty 


- 
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depart the iſland without knowing the plate of Deir defti« 
mom. From a natural wih to be furniflhed with the 
means of ſupplying their wants, in the place of their future 
reſidence, they ſecreted in their wearing' apparel, gold, fil- 
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Dutch eolours, which decoyed a number of French, Dutch 
and American veſſels into their hands. Above-150 mer. 
chant veſſels, moſt of which were richly laden, were cap. 
tured. A Dutch frigate of 38 Hunt and five ſmall armed 
veſſels, ſhared the ſame fate. The neighbouring Iſlands of 
St. Martin and Saba were in like manner reduced. Juſt 
before the arrival of the Britiſh, 30 large ſhips, laden with 
Weſt-India commodities, had failed from Buſtatius for Hol. 
land, under the convoy of a ſhip of ſixty guns. Admiral 


Rodney diſpatched the Monarch and Panther, with the Sy. 


bil frigate in purſuit of this fleet. The whole of it was 
overtaken and captured. | 24 

The Dutch Weſt- India company, many of the citizens 
of Amfterdam, and ſeveral Americans were great ſufferers 
by the capture of this Iſland, and the confiſcation of all pro- 

rty found therein, which immediately followed, but the 
Brie merchants were much more ſo. Theſe confiding 
in the acknowledged neutrality of the iſland, and in acts of 
Parliament, had accumulated therein great quantities of 
Weſt- India produce, as well as of European goods. They 
ſtated their hard caſe to Admiral Rodney and Gen. Vaugh- 
an, and contended that their connexion with the captured 
iſland was under the ſanction of acts of Parliament, and that 
their commerce had been conducted according to the rules 
and maxims of trading nations. To applications of this 
kind it was anſwered, © That the iſland was Dutch, every 
thing in it was Dutch, was under the protection of the 
Dutch flag, and as Dutch it ſhould be treated.“ 

The ſeverity with which the victors proceeded, drew on 
them pointed cenſures not only from the immediate ſuffer- 
ers, but from all Europe. It muſt be ſuppoſed that they 
were filled with reſentment for the ſupplies which the Ame- 
ricans received through this channel, but there is alſo reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that the love of gain was cloaked under the ſpe- 
cious veil of national policy. 

The horrors of an univerſal havoc of property were 
realiſed, The merchants and traders were ordered to 

ive up their books of correſpondence, their letters and 
ſo inventories of all their effects, incluſive of an exact 
account of all money and plate in their poſſefſion. The 
Jews were deſignated as objects of particular reſentment. 
They were ordered to give up the keys of their ſtores, to 
leave their wealth and merchandize behind them, and to 
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lepart the iſland without knowing the place of their defti= 
nation. From a natural wiſh to be furniſhed with the 


reſidence, they ſecreted in their wearing apparel, gold, fil- 
ver and other articles of great value and ſmall bulk. The 
policy of theſę unfortunate Hebrews did not avail them. 
The avarice of the conquerors, effectually counteracted 
their ingenuity. They were ſtripped, ſearched and deſ- 
poiled of their money and jewels. In this ſtate of wretch- 
edneſs, many of the inhabitants were tranſported as outlaws 
and landed on St. Chriſtopher's. The aſſembly of that 
land with great humanity, provided for them ſuch articles 
2s their fituation required. The Jews were ſoon followed 


by the Americans; ſome of theſe though they had been ba- 


niſhed from the United States, on account of their hav 


taken part with Great-Britain, were baniſhed a- Kean | 


time by the conquering troops of the ſovereign, in whoſe 
ſervice they had previouſly cuffkred. The French merchants 
and traders were next ordered off the iſland, and laſtly the 
tative Dutch were obliged to ſubmit to the ſame ſentence. 
Many Fo r perſons in conſequence of theſe proceedings, 
were i tly reduced to extreme indigence. | 

In the mean time public ſales were advertiſed, and per- 
ſons of all nations invited to become purchaſers. The 
land of St. Euſtatius became a-ſcene of conſtant auctions. 


There never was a better market for buyers. The im- 


menſe quantities expoſed for ſale, reduced the price of many 
aticles far below their original coſt. Many of the com- 


modities fold on this occaſion, became in the hands of their 


tew purchaſers, as effeCtual ſupplies to the enemies of 
Great-Britain, as they could have been in caſe the ifland 
had not been captured. The ſpirit of gam, whick led the 
traders of St. Euſtatius to ſacrifice the intereſts of Great- 


Britain, influenced the conquerors to do the ſame, Ihe 


friends of humanity, who wiſh that war was exterminated 
rom the world, or entered into ny for the attain- 
nent of national juſtice, muſt be gratified when they are 


told, that this unexampled rapacity was one link in the - 


great chain of cauſes which, as hereafter ſhall be explained, 
drought on the great event in the Cheſapeak, which gave 
peace to contending nations. While Admiral Rodney and 


tis officers were bewildered, in the fales of confiſcated pro- 


mY at St. Euſtatius, and eſpecially while his fleet was 
wakened, by a large detachment ſent off to convoy their 
Vor. II. LI booty 


means of ſupplying their wants, in the place of their ſuture 
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booty to Great-Britain, the French were ſilently executing 
a well digeſted ſcheme, which aſſured them a naval ſuper 
ority on the American coaſts, to the total ruin of the Bri. 
tiſh intereſt in the United States. 
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The revolt 7 the Pennſylvania line; of part of the Ferſey 
troops ; diſtreſſes of the American army, Arnold's invaſun 
of Virginia. 


HOUGH General Arnold's addreſs to his country- 
men produced no effect, in detaching the ſoldiery of 
America from the unproduQtive ſervice of Congreſs, their 
ſteadineſs could not be accounted for, from any melioration 
of their circumſtances. They ſtill remained without pay, 
and without ſuch cloathing as the ſeaſon required. They 
could not be induced to enter the Britiſh ſervice, but their 
complicated diſtreſſes at length broke out into deliberate 
mutiny. This event which had been long expected, made 
its firſt threatening appearance in the 3 line. 
The common ſoldiers enliſted in that State, were for the 
moſt part natives of Ireland, but though not bound to 
America by the accidental tie of birth, they were inferior 
to none in diſciptine, courage, or attachment to the cauſe 
of independence. They had been but a few months before, 
the moſt active, inſtruments in quelling a mutiny of he 
Connecticut troops, and had on all accaſions done their du- 
ty to admiration. An ambiguity in the terms of their in- 
liſtment, furniſhed a pretext for their conduct. A great 
part of them were enliſted for three years or during the war, 
the three years were expired, and the men inſiſted that the 
choice of ſtaying or going remained with them, while the 
officers contended that the choice was in the State. 

The mutiny was excited by the non-commitſſioned offi- 
cers and privates, in the night of the 1ſt of January 1781, 
and ſoon became fo univerlal in the line of that State as to 
defy all oppoſition. . The whole, except three regiments, 
upon a ſignal for the purpoſe, turned out under arms with- 
out their officers, and declared for a redreſs of grievances. 
The officers in vain endeavoured to quell them. Several 

were 
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were wounded, and a captain was killed in attempting it. 
Gen. Wayne preſented his piſtols, as if about to fire on 
them; they held their bayonets to his breaſt and ſaid We 
love and reſpect you, but if you fire you are a dead man.“ 
« We are not going to the enemy, on the contrary, if 
they were now to come out, you ſhould ſee us fight under 
your orders with as much alacrity as ever; but we will be 
no longer amuſed, we are determined on obtaining what is 
our juſt due.” Deaf to arguments and entreaties, they to 
the number of 1:00 moved off in a body from Morriſtown, 
and proceeded in good order with their arms and fix field 
pieces to Princeton. They elected temporary officers from 
their own body, and appointed a Serjeant Major, who had 
formerly deſerted from the Britiſh army, to be their com- 
mander. Gen. Wayne forwarded proviſions after them, to 
prevent their plundering the country for their ſubſiſtence. 
They invaded no man's property, farther than their imme- 
diate neceſſities made unavoidable. This was teadily ſub- 


mitted to by the inhabitants, who had long been uſed to 


exactions of the fame kind, levied for ſimilar purpoſes by 
their lawful rulers, They profeſſed that they had no ob- 
ject in view, but to obtain what was juſtly due to them, nor 


were their actions inconſiſtent with that profeſſion. N 


Congreſs ſent a committee of their body, conſiſting of 
General Sullivan, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Atlee and Dr. Wi- 
therſpoon, to procure an accommodation. The revolters 
were reſolute in refuſing any terms, of which a redreſs of 
their grievances was not the foundation. Every thing aſked 
of their country, they might at any time after the 6th of 
January, have obtained from the Britiſh, by paſſing over 
into New-York. 'This they refuſed. Their ſufferings had 
exhauſted their patience but not their patriotiſm. Sir Henry 
Clinton, by confidential meſſengers, offered to take them 
under the protection of the Britith government—to pardon . 
all their paſt offences—to have the pay due them from Con- 
greſs faithfully made up, without any expectation of mili- 
tary ſervice in return, although it would be received if vo- 
luntarily offered. It was recommended to them to move 
behind the South river, and it was promiſed, that a detach- 
ment of Britiſh troops ſhould be in readineſs for their pro- 
tection as ſoon as defired. In the mean time, the troops 
paſſed over from New-York to Staten-Iſland, and the ne- 
ceſſary arrangements were made for moving them into 
New-Jerſey, whenſoever they might be wanted, Tbe 
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royal commander was not leſs difappointed than ſurpriſed to 
find that the faithful, though revolting ſoldiers, diſdained 
his offers. The meſſengers of Sir Benry Clinton were 
ſeized and delivered to Gen. Wayne. Prefident Reed and 
General Potter were appointed by the council of Pennſyl. 
vania, to accommodate matters with the revolters. Th 
met at Princeton, and agreed to diſmifs all whoſe terms of 
enliſtment were completed, and admitted the oath of each 
ſoldier to be evidence in his own cafe. A board of officers 
tried and condemned the Britiſh ſpies, and they were in- 
ſtantly executed. Prefident Reed offered a purſe of 100 
guineas to the mutineers, as a reward of their fidelity, in 
delivering up the ſpies 3 but they refuſed to accept it, ſay- 
ing «That what they had done was only a duty they owed 
their country, and that they neither deſired nor would re- 
ceive any reward but the approbation of that country, for 
which they had fo often fought and bled.” 

By theſe healing meaſures the revolt was completely 
quelled; but the complaints of the foldiers being founded 
in juſtice, were firſt redreſſed. Thoſe whoſe time of ſer- 
vice was expired obtained their diſcharges, and others had 
their arrears of pay in a great meaſure made up to them. 
A general amneſty cloſed the buſmeſs. On this occaſion, 
the commander in chief ſtated in a circular letter to the 
four eaſtern ſtates, the well founded complaints of his ar- 
my; and the impoffibility of keeping them together, under 
the preſſure of ſuch a variety of ſufferings. General Knox 
was requeſted to be the bearer of theſe di ; and to 
urge the States to an immediate exertion for the relief of 
the ſoldiers. He viſited Maſſachuſetts, New-Hampfhire, 
Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland; and with great earneſtneſs 
and equal ſuccefs, deſcribed the wants of the army. Maſ- 
ſachuſetts gave 24 filver dollars to each man of her line; 
and alſo furniſhed them with ſome cloathing. Other States 
about the fame time made ſimilar advances. 

The ſpirit of mutiny proved contagious. - About 160 of 
the Jerſey troops followed the example of the Pennſylvania 
line; but they did not conduct themſelves with equal ſpirit 
nor with equal prudence. They committed fundry acts of 
outrage againſt particular officers, while they affected to be 
ſubmiſſive to others. Major General Howe, with a conſi- 
derable force, was ordered to take methods for reducing 
them to obedience. Convinced that there was no 2 
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between dignity and ſervility, but copiers and that no 

ather remedy could be applied without the deępeſt wound 

to the ſeryice,. he determined to proceed againſt them with 
deciſion. Genctal Howe marched from Riagwood abqut 
midnight; and by the dawning of the next day, had his 
men in four different poſitions, to prevent the revolters 
from making their eſcape. Every avenue being ſecured, 
Colonel Barber of the Jerſey line was ſent to them, with 
orders immediately to parade without arms; and to march 
to a particular ſpat of ground, Some heſitation appear 
among them, Colonel Sproat was directed to advance, and 
anly ive minutes were given to the mutingers to comply 
with the orders which had been ſent them. This had its 
effect, and they to à man marched without arms to the ap- 
pointed ground. The Jerſey afficers gave à liſt of the 
leaders of the revolt, upon which General Howe deſired 
them to ſelect three of the greateſt offenders. A field court 
martial was preſently held upon theſe three, and they were 
ynanimoauſly ſentenced to death. Iwo of them were exe- 
cuted on the ſpot, and the executioners were ſelected from 
among the moſt active in the mutiny. The men were di- 
vided into Tawa and made public conceſſions to their 
a_ and promiſed by future good conduct, to atone for 

ances, | 

Theſe mutinies alarmed the States, but did not produce 
permanent relief to the army. Their wants with reſpect to 
proviſions were only partially ſupplied, and by expedients 


tom one ſhort time to another. The moſt uſual was or- 


dering an officer to ſeize on proviſions wherever found. 
This differed from robbing only in its being done by au- 
thority for the public ſervice, and in the officer being al- 
ways directed to give the proprietor a certificate, of the 


| ane — quality of what was taken from him, At firſt 


reliance was placed on theſe certificates as vouchers 
to ſupport a future demand on the United States; but the 
ſpon became ſo common as to he of little value. Recourl 
was ſo frequently had to coercion, both legiſlative and mi- 
litary, that the people not only loft canfidence in public 
credit but hecame impatient under all exertions of autho- 
rity, for forcing their property from them. That an army 
ſhould be kept together under ſuch circumſtances, fo far 
exceeds credibility as to make it nece to produce ſame 
evidence of the fact. The American General Clinton in 
a letter to General Waſhington dated at Albany, 1 
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16th 1781, wrote as follows. „There is not now (in- 
dependent of fort Schuyler) three days proviſion in the 


whole department for the troops in caſe of an alarm, nor 
any proſpe& of procuring any. The recruits of the new 


levies, I cannot receive, becauſe I have nothing to give 


them. The Canadian families, I have been obliged to de- 
prive of their ſcanty pittance, contrary to every principle 
of humanity. The quartermaſter's department is totally 
uſeleſs, the public armory has been ſhut up for near three 
weeks, and a total ſuſpenſion of every military operation 
has enſued.” Soon after this General Waſhington was 
obliged to apply 9gooo dollars, ſent by the State of Maſſa- 
chuſetts for the payment of her troops to the uſe of the 
quartermaſter's department, to enable him to tranſport pro- 


viſions from the adjacent States. Before he conſented to 


adopt this expedient, he had conſumed every ounce of pro- 
viſion, which had been kept as a reſerve in the garriſon of 
Weſt-Point; and had ſtrained impreſs by military force, to 
ſo great an extent, that there was reaſon to apprehend the 
inhabitants, irritated by ſuch frequent calls, would proceed 
to dangerous rein, Fort Schuyler, Weſt-Point, 
and the poſts up the North river, were on the point of be- 
ing abandoned by their ſtarving garriſons. At this period 
of the war, there was little or no circulating medium, ei- 
ther in the form of paper or ſpecie, and in the neighbour- 
hood of the American army there was a real want of neceſ- 
fary proviſions. The deficienc of the former occaſioned 
many inconveniencies, and an unequal diſtribution of the 
. of the war; but the inſufficiency of the latter, had 
well nigh diſſolved the army, and laid the country in every 
direction open to Britiſh excurſions. ' . 

Thele events were not unforeſeen by the rulers of Ame- 
rica, From the progreſſive depreciation of their bills of 
credit, it had for ſome time paſt occurred, that the period 
could not be far diſtant, when they would ceaſe to circu- 
late. This criſis which had been ardently wiſhed for by 
the enemies, and dreaded by the friends of American inde- 
pendence, took place in 1781; but without realiſing the 
hopes of the one, or the fears of the other. New reſources 
were providentially opened, and the war was carried on 
with the ſame vigour as before. A great deal of gold and 
ſilver was about this time introduced into the United States, 
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India iſlands, and by means of the French army in Rhode- 
Iſland. Pathetic repreſentations were made to the miniſ- 
ters of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty by General Waſhington, 
Dr. Franklin, and particularly by Lieutenant Colonel John 
Laurens, who was fent to the court of Verſailles as a ſpe- 
cial miniſter on this occaſion, The King of France gave 
the United States a ſubſidy of fix millions of livres, and be- 
came their ſecurity for ten millions more, borrowed for 
their uſe in the United Netherlands. A regular ſyſtem of 
finance was alſo about this time adopted. All matters re- 
lative to the treaſury the ſupplies of the army and the ac- 
counts, were put under the direction of Robert Morris, 
who arranged the whole with judgment and ceconomy. The 
iſſuing of paper money by the authority of government was 
diſcontinued, and the public engagements were made paya- 
ble in coin. The introduction of ſo much gold and ſilver, 
together with theſe judicious domeſtie regulations, aided by 
the bank, which had been erected the preceding year in 
Philadelphia, extricated Congreſs from much of their em- 
barraſſment, and put it in their power to feed, cloath and 
move their army. | | 
About the ſame time the old continental money, by com- 
mon conſent, ceaſed to have currency. Like an aged man 
expiring by the decays of nature, without a figh or a groan, 
it fell aſleep in the hands of its laſt poſſeſſors. By the ſcale 
of depreciation the war was carried on five years, for little 
more than a million of pounds ſterling, and 200 millions of 
paper dollars were made redeemable by five millions of fil- 
ver ones. In other countries, ſuch meaſures would proba- 
bly have produced popular inſurrections, but in the United 
States they were ſubmitted to without any tumults. Pub- 
lic faith was violated, but in the opinion of moſt men pub- 
lic good was promoted. The evils conſequent on depreci- 
ation had taken place, and the redemption of the bills of 
credit at their nominal value as originally promiſed, in- 
ſtead of remedying the diſtreſſes of the ſufferers would in 
many cafes have increaſed them, by ſubjecting their ſmall 
remains of property to exorbitant taxation, 'The mo 
had in a great meaſure got out of the hands of the original 
proprietors, and was in the poſſeſſion of others, who had 
obtained it at a rate of value not exceeding what was fixed 
upon it by the ſcale of depreciation. | 
Nothing could afford a ſtronger proof that the n 
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of America to Great - Britain was ed in the hearts of 
the people, than theſe events. Io receive paper bills of 
credit iſſued without any funds, and to give property in ex- 
change for them, as equal to gold or ſilver, demonſtrated 
the zeal and enthuſiaſm with hich the war was begun; but 
to conſent to the extinction of the ſame after a currency of 
fve years, without any adequate proviſion made for their 
future redemption, was more than would have been borne 
by any people, who conceived that their rulers had: ſeparate 
intereſts or views from themſelves. The demiſe of one 
king and the coronation of a lawful ſucceſſor have often 
excited greater commotions in royal governments, than 
took place in the United States on the ſudden extinction of 
their whole current money. The people ſaw the neceſſity 
which compelled their rulers to act in the manner they had 
done, and being well convinced that the good of the coun- 


try was their object, quictly ſubmitted to meaſures, which 


under other circumſtances, would ſcarcely have been expi- 
_ ated bythe lives and fortunes of their authors. 

W ile the Americans were ſuffering the complicated ca- 
lamities which introduced the year 1781, their adverſaries, 
were carrying vn the moſt extenſive plan of operation, 
which had ever been attempted ſince the war. It had often 
been objected to the Britiſh commanders, that they had not 
conducted the war in the manner maſt likely to effect the 
ſubjugation of the revolted provinces. Military critics in 
particular, found fault with them for keeping a large arm 
idle at New-York, which they ſaid if properly 3 
would have been ſufficient to make ſucceſsful impreſſions, 
at one and the ſame time, on ſeveral of the States. The 
Britiſh fcem to have calculated the campaign of 1781, with 
a view to make an experiment of the comparative merit-of 
this mode of conducting military operations. The war 
Taged in that year, not only in the vicinity of Britiſh head 
quarters at New-York, but in Georgia, South-Carolina, 
North-Carolina, and in Virginia, The latter State from 
its peculiar ſituation, and from the modes of building, plant- 
ing and living, which had been adopted by the inhabitants, 
is particularly expoſed, and lies at the mercy of whatever 
army is maſter of the Cheſapeak. Theſe cireumſtances, 
together with the pre-eminent rank which Virginia held 
in the confederacy, pointed out the propriety of making 
that State the object of particular attention. To 2 
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Lord Cornwallis's deſigns in the ſouthern States, Major Ge- 
neral Leſlie, with about 2000 men, had been detached 
from New-Yark to the Cheſapeak, in the latter end of 
1780 ; but ſubſequent events induced his lordſhip to order 
him from Virginia to Charleſtown, with the view of his 
more effoctually co-operating with the army under his own 
immediate command. Soon after the departure of General 
Leſlie, Virginia was again invaded by another party from 
New-York. This was commanded by General Arnold, 
now a Brigadier in the royal army. His force conſiſted of 
about 1600 men, and was ſupported by ſuch a number of 
armed veſſels as enabled him to commit extenſive ravages, 
on the unprotected coaſts of that well watered country. 
The invaders landed about 15 miles below Richmond, and Jan. 5. 
in two days marched into the town, where they deſtroyed” 1781. 
large quantities of tobacco, ſalt, rum, fail-cloth and other 
| BF merchandize. Succeſſive excurſions were made to ſeveral 
other places, in which the royal army committed ſimilar 
devaſtations. 7 8 
In about a fortnight, they marched into Portſmouth and Jan. 20. 
began to fortify it. The lois they ſuſtained from the feeble 
oppoſition of the diſperſed inhabitants was inconſiderable. 
The havoc made by General Arnold, and the apprehenſion 
of a deſign to fix a permanent poſt in Virginia, induced 
General Wathington to detach the Marquiſs de la Fayette, 
with 1200 of the American infantry, to that State, and 
alſo to urge the French in Rhode-Iland to co-operate with 
him in attempting to capture Arnold and his party. The 
French commanders eagerly cloſed with the propoſal. Since 
they had landed in the United States, no proper opportu- 
nity of gratifying their paſſion for military fame, had yet 
' preſented itſelf. They rejoiced at that which now offered, 
and indulged a cheerful hope of rendering eſſential ſervice 
to their allies, by cutting off the retreat of Arnold's party. 
With this view, their — with 1 500 additional men on 
board, ſailed from Rhode-ILdand for Virginia. D'Eſtou- March 8. 
ches, who ſince the death of de Ternay on the preceding 
December had comraanded the French fleet, previous to 
the failing of his whole naval force, diſpatched the Eveille, Feb. g. 
a ſixty four gun ſhip, and two frigates, with orders to de- 
{troy the Britiſh ſhips and frigates in the Cheſapeak. Theſe 
took or deftroyed ten veſſels, and captured the Romulus af 
44 guns. Arbuthnot with a Britiſh fleet failed from Gar- March 
diner's-bay in purſuit of D*Eſtouches. The former _ 25. 
t 
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March took and engaged the latter off the'capes of Virginia. The 
10. Britiſh had the advantage of more guns than the French, 
16, but the latter were much more ſtrongly manned than the 

former The conteſt between the fleets thus nearly ba- 
lanced, ended without the loſs of a ſhip on either fide ; but 
the Britiſh obtained the fruits of victory ſo far as to fruf. 
trate the whole ſcheme of their adverſaries, The fleet of 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty returned to Rhode-Ifland, with- 
out effecting the object of the expedition. Thus was Ar. 
nold faved from imminent danger of falling into the hands 

March of his exaſperated countrymen, The day before the French 
25. fleet returned to Newport, a convoy arrived in the Cheſa- 
| peak from New-York, with Major General Philips and 

about 2000 men, This diſtinguiſhed officer, who having 

been taken at Saratoga had been lately exchanged,' was ap- 

inted to be commander of the royal forces in Virginia. 

hilips and Arnold ſoon made a junction, and carried every 

thing before them. They ſucceſſively defeated thoſe bodies 

of militia which came in their way. The whole country 

was open to their excurſions. On their embarkation from 

Portſmouth, a detachment viſited York-town, but the main 

body proceeded to Williamſburg. On the 22d of April, 

April 22, they reached Chickapowingh. A party proceeded up that 

river 0 or 12 miles, and deſtroyed much property. On 

24. the 24th they landed at City-point, and ſoon after they 

marched for Peterſburgh. About one mile from the town 

they were oppoſed by a ſmall force commanded by Baron 

Steuben ; but this after making a gallant reſiſtance was 
compelled to retreat. | | 

27. At Peterſburgh they deſtroyed 4000 hogſheads of tobac- 

co, a ſhip and 'a number of (ſmall veſſels. Within three 

days one party marched to Cheſterfield court-houſe, and 

burned a range of barracks, and 300 barrels of flour, On 

the ſame day, another party under the command of General 

Arnold marched to Oſborne's. About four miles above 

that place, a ſmall marine force -was drawn up to oppoſe 

him. General Arnold ſent a flag to treat with the com- 

mander of this fleet, but he declared that he would defend 

it to the laſt extremity. Upon this refuſal, Arnold ad- 

vanced with ſome artillery; and fired upon him with deci- 

five effect from the banks of the river. Two ſhips and ten 

{mall veliels loaded with tobacco, cordage, flour, &c. were 

captured. Four ſhips, five brigantines and a number of 


. {mall veſſels were burnt or ſunk. The quantity of * 
en 
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uren or deſtroyed in this fleet, exceeded 2000 h 
and the whole was effected without the loſs of a ſingle man, 


up the fork till they arrived at Mancheſter. ' There they 
eftroyed 1200 hogſheads of tobacco; and returning thence 
they made great havoc at Warmic. They deſtroyed the 
ſhips on the ſtocks, and in the river, and a large range of 
rope walks, A magazine of 500 barrels of flour, with a 
number of warehouſes, and of tan houſes, 'all filled with 


neral conflagration. On the gth of May they returned to 
Peterſburgh, having in the courſe of tne preceding three 
weeks, deſtroyed property to an immenſe amount. With 
this expedition, Major General Philips terminated a life, 
which in all his previous operations had been full of glory. 
At early periods of his military career, on different bn 
ons of -a preceding war, he had gained the full approbation 
f Prince Ferdinand, under whom he had ſerved in Ger- 
many. As an officer he was univerſally admired. Though 
wc of the devaſtations committed by the troops under his 
n command, may be vindicated on the principles of thoſe 
1, Nvho hold that the rights and laws of war, are of equal obli- 
it Meation with the rights and laws of humanity; yet the friends 
n We his fame, have reaſon to regret that he did not die three 
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d Wlampaign of 178 1. Operations in the two Carolinas and 
g 1 Georgia. i 
e HE ſucceſſes which, with a few checks, followed the 
e Britiſh arms ſince they had reduced Savannah and 
: Charleftown, encouraged them to purſue their object by 


advancing from ſouth to north, A vigorous invaſion of 
North-Carolina was therefore projected, for the buſineſs 
of the winter which followed General Gates“ defeat. The 
Americans were ſenſible of the neceſſity of reinforcing, and 
upporting their ſouthern army, but were deſtitute of the 
neans of doing it. Their northern army would not admit 
of being farther weakened, nor was there time to march 

over 
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on the ſide of the Britiſh. The royal forces then marched April 30 


their reſpective commodities, were alſo conſumed in one ge- 
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over the intervening diſtance of ſeyen hundred miles, byt 
if men could have been procured and time allowed for 
marching them to South-Carolina, maney for defraying the 
unavoidable expences of their tranſportation, could not he 
commanded, either in the latter end af 1780, or the firk 
months of 1781. Thcugh Congreſs was unable to forward 
either men or money, for the relief of the Southern States, 
they did what was equivalent. They ſent them a general, 
whoſe head was a council, and whole military talents were 
equal to a reinforcement, The nomination of an officer far 
this important truſt, was left to General Waſhington. He 
mentioned General Greene, adding for reaſon “ that he was 
an officer in whoſe abilities and integrity, from a long any 
intimate experience, he had the moſt entire confidence.” 
The army after its defeat and diſperſion on the 16th of 
Auguſt 1780, rendezvouſed at Hillſboraugh. In the lat- 
ter end of the year they advanced to Charlotte- Town. At 
this place General Gates transferred the command to Ge- 
neral Greene, The manly reſignation of the one, was 
equalled by the delicate diſinteroſtedneſs of the other. Ex- 


_ preflions of civility, and acts of friendſhip and attention 
ware reciprocally exchanged. Greene upon all occaſions, 


was the vindicator of Gates' reputation. In his letters and 
converſation, he uniformly maintained that his predeceſſor, 
had failed in no part of his military duty, and that he had 


deſerved ſucceſs, though he could not command it. Within 


a few hours after Green took charge of the army a report 
was made of a gallant enterprize of Lieutenant Colonel 
Waſhington. Being out on a foraging excurſion, he had 
penetrated within 13 miles of Camden, to Clermont the 
ſeat of Lieutenant Colonel Rigely of the Britiſh militia, 
This was fortified by a block houſe, and encompaſſed by 
an abbatis, and was defended by upwards of one hundred 
of the inhabitants, who had ſubmitted to the Britiſh go- 
vernment, Lieutenant Colonel Waſhington adyanced 
with his cavalry, and planted the trunloof a pine tree, ſo 
as to reſemble a field piece, The lucky moment was ſeized 
and a peremptory demand of an immediate ſurrender was 
made, when the garriſon was impreſſed with the expecta- 
tion of an immediate cannonade in caſe of their refuſal, 
The whole ſurrendered at diſcretion, without a ſhot on ei- 
ther ſide. This fortunate incident, throvg the ſuperſti- 
tion to which moſt men are more or leſs ſubject, wa 
| Mewes 
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riewed by the army as a preſage of ſucceſs under their new 1781. 


ET, hy 


When General Greene took the command, he found the 


had made a practice of going home without permiſſi- 


on, ſtaying ſeveral days or weeks, and then returning to 


camp. Determined to enforce ſtrict diſcipline, he gave out 
that he would make an example of the firſt deſerter of the 
kind he caught. One ſuch being ſoon taken, was accord- 
ingly ſhot, at the head of the army, drawn up to be ſpec- 
tators of the puniſhment. This had the deſired effect, and 
put a ſtop to che dangerous practice. 


The whole ſouthern army at this time conſiſted of about | 


2000 men, more than half of which were militia, The 
regulars had been for along time without pay, and were 
very deficient in cloathing. All ſources of ſupply from 
Charleſtownwere in poſſeſſion of the Britiſh, and noimport- 


ed article could be obtained from a diſtance leſs than 200 


miles. The procuring of proviſions for this ſmall force 
was a matter of difficulty. The paper currency was de- 
preciated fo far, as to be wholly unequal to the purchaſe of 
even ſuch ſupplies as the country afforded. Hard money 
had not a phyſical exiſtence in any hands acceſſible to the 
Americans. The only reſource left for ſupplying the army 
was by the arbitrary mode of impreſs. To ſeize on the 

operty of the inhabitants, and at the ſame time to pre- 
ſerve their kind affections, was a difficult buſineſs and of 
delicate execution, but of the utmoſt moment, as it fur- 
niſned the army with proviſions without impairing the diſ- 
poſition of the inhabitants to with it in recover- 
ing the country. This grand object called for the united 
ts of both. Such was the ſituation of the country, 
that it was almoſt equally dangerous for the American army 
to go forward or ſtand ſtill. Jn the firſt caſe every thing 
was hazarded; in the laſt the confidence of the people 


by them. The impaticnce of the ſuffering exiles and 
others, led them to urge the adoption of raſh meaſures. 
The mode of oppoſition they preferred was the leaſt likely 
to effect their ultimate wiſhes. The mnature-of the coun- 


try thinly inhabited, abounding with ſwamps, and covered 


with woods—the inconſiderable force of the American ar- 
my, the number of the diſaffected, and the want of maga- 
Zines, weighed with General Grreene to prefer a partizan 
war. By cloſe application to his new profeſſion, he had 
acquired 


would be loſt, and with it all proſpect of being ſupported 
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1781. acquired aſcientific knowledge of the principles and max. 
is for conducting wars in Europe but conſidered them a 


on a comprehenſive view of his real ſituation, | 


order therefore to drive him from this ſtation, and to deter 
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often inapplicable to America, When they were adapted 
to his circumſtances he uſed them; but oftener deviated from 
them, and followed his own practical judgment, found 


With an inconſiderable army, miſerably provided, Ge- 
neral Greene took the field againſt a ſuperior Britiſh regu- 
lar force, which had marched in triumph 200 miles from 
the ſea coaſt, and was fluſhed with ſucceſſive viQtories 
through a whole campaign. Soon after he took the com- 
mand, he divided his force and ſent General Morgan with 
a reſpectable detachment to the weſtern extremity of South- 
Carolina, and about the ſame time marched with the main 
body to Hick's-creek, on the north fide of the Pedee, op- 
polite to Cheraw- Hill. 1 0 

Aſter the general ſubmiſſion of the militia in the yeat 
1780, a revolution took place highly favourable to the in- 
tereſt of America. The reſidence of the Britiſn army, in- 
ſtead of increaſing the real friends to royal government, 
diminiſhed their number, and added new vigor to the op- 
poſite party. The Britiſh had a poſt in Ninety fix for 
thirteen months, during which time the country was filled 
with rapine, violence and murder. Applications were dai- 
ly made for redreſs, yet in that whole period, there was not 
a ſingle inſtance wherein puniſhment was inflicted, either 
on the ſoldiery or the tories. The people ſoon found that 
there was no ſecurity for their lives, liberties or property, 
under the military government of Britiſh officers, carelels 


of their civil rights. The peaceable citizens were reduced 


to that uncommon diſtreſs, in which they had more to fear 


from oppreſſion, than reſiſtance. They therefore moſt ar- 


dently wiſhed for an American force. Under theſe favour- 
able circumſtances General Greene detached General Mor- 
gan, to take a poſition in that diſtrict. The appearance of 
this force, a ſincere attachment to the cauſe of independ- 
ence, and the impolitic conduct of the Britiſh, induced ſe- 
veral perſons to reſume their arms, and to act in concert 
with the continental troops. | : 
When this irruption was made into the diſtrict of Ninety 
ſix, Lord Cornwallis was far advanced in his preparations 
for the invaſion of North-Carolina. To leave General 
Morgan in his rear, was contrary to military policy. In 


the 
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the inhabitants from joinifg him, Lieutenant Colonel Tat- 1781. 
leton was ordered to proceed with about 1100 men and www 
« puſh him to the utmoſt.” He had two field pieces, and 
a ſuperiority of infantry in the proportion of five to four, 
and of cavalry in the proportion of three to one. Beſides 
this inequality of force, two thirds of the troops under 
General Morgan were militia» With theſe fair proſpects 555 
of ſucceſs, Tarleton engaged Morgan at the Cowpens, with Jan. 17. 
the expectation of driving him out of South-Carolina. 1781. 
The latter drew up his men in two lines. The whole of 
the ſouthern militia, with 190 from North-Carolina, were 
put under the command of Colonel Pickens. Theſe form- 
ed the firſt” lin and were advanced a few hundred yards 
before the ſecond, with orders to form on the right of the 
ſecond,” when forced to retire. The ſecond line conſiſted 
of the light infantry, and a corps of Virginia militia rifle- 
men. Lieutenant Colonel Waſhington, with his cavalry 
and about 45 militia men, mounted and equipped with 
ſwords, were drawn up at ſome diſtance in the rear of the 
whole. The open wood in which they were formed, was 
neither ſecured in front, flank or rear. On the fide of the 
Britiſh, the light legion infantry and fuſileers, though worn 
down with extreme fatigue, were ordered to form in line. 
Before this order was executed, the line, though far from 
being complete, was led to the attack by Tarleton himſelf. 
They advanced with a ſhout and poured in an inceſſant fire 
of muſquetry. Colonel Pickens directed the men under 
his command to reſtrain their fire, till the Britiſh were 
within forty or fifty yards. This order though executed 
with great firmneſs was not ſufficient to repel their advanc- 
ing foes. The militia fell back, , The Britiſh advanced - 
and engaged the ſecond line, which after an obſtinate con- 
flict was compelled to retreat to the cavalry. In this criſis 
Lieutenant Colonel Waſhington made a ſucceſsful charge 
ot on Captain Ogilvie, who with about forty dragoons, was 
. cutting down the militia, and forced them to retreat in con- 
fuſion, Lieutenant Colonel Howard, almoſt at the fame 
moment rallied the continental troops and charged with 
fixed bayonets. The example was inſtantly followed by 
the militia, Nothing could exceed the aſtoniſhment and 
confuſion of the Britiſh, occaſioned by theſe unexpected 
Charges. Their advance fell back on their rear, and com- 
municated a panic to the whole. "Two hundred and hfty 
horſe which had got been engaged fled with * Ts 
4 2 e 


1781. The pieces of artillery were ſeiztd by the Americans, and 
WH the greateſt confuſion took place among the infantry. While 
they were in this ſtate of diſorder, Lieutenant Colonel 
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Howard called to them, to © lay down their arms,“ and 
promiſed them good quarter. Some hundreds accepted the 
offer and ſurcendered. The firſt battalion of the 71, and 
two Britiſh light infantry companies, laid down their arms 
to the American militia, A party which had been leſt ſome 
_ diſtance in the rear to guard the Baggage, was the only bo. 
dy of infantry that efcaped. The officer of that detachment 
on hearing of 'Tarleton's defeat, deſtroyed a great part of 
the baggage, and retreated to Lord Cornwallis. Upwards 
of 300 of the Britiſh were killed or woued, and above 
500 priſoners were taken. Eight hundred muſkets, two 
field pieces, 35 baggage waggons, and 100 dragoon horſes 
fell into the hands of the conquerors. The Americans had 
only 12 men killed and 69 wounded. | 
General Morgan's good conduct on this memorable day, 
was honoured by Congreſs with a gold medal. They alſo 
preſented medals of filver to Lieutenant Colonels Waſhing- 
ton and Howard, a ſword to Colonel Pickens, a brevet 
majority to Edward Giles the General's aid de camp, and 
a Captaincy to Baron Glaſsbeck. Lieutenant Colonel 
Tarleton hitherto triumphant in a variety of ſkirmiſhes, on 
this occaſion loſt his laurels, though, he- was ſupported by 
the 7th regiment, one battalion of the 71ſt, and two com- 
panies of light infantry ; and his repulſe did more eſſential 
injury to the Britiſh intereſt, than was equivalent to all the 
preceding advantages he had gained. It was the firſt link 
in a chain of cauſes which finally drew down ruin, both in 
North and South-Carolina on the royal intereſt, That 
impetuoſity of Tarleton which had acquired him great re- 
putation, when on former occaſions he had ſurpriſed an in- 
cautious enemy, or attacked a panic {truck militia, was at 
this time the occaſion of his ruin. Impatient of delay he 
engaged with fatigued troops, and led them on to action, 
before they were properly formed, and before the reſerve 
had taken its ground. He was alſo guilty of a great over- 
ſight in not bringing up a column of cavalry to ſupport and 


improve the advantages he had gained when the Americans 
retreated. | +; 

Lord Cornwallis though preparing to extend his con- 
queſts northwardly was not inattentive to the ſecurity of 
South-Carolina. Beſides the force at Charleſtown, he left 

a conſiderable 
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a conſiderable body of troops under the command of Lord 1781. 
Rawdon. Theſe were principally ſtationed at Camden. 


from which central ſituation they might eafily be drawn 
forth to defend the frontiers or to ſuppreſs. inſurrections. 
To facilitate the intended operations againſt North-Caro- 
lina, Major Craig, with a detachment of about 300 men 
Charleſtown, and a ſmall marine force took poſſeſſion 
Wilmington. While theſe arrangements wefe making, 


the year by, 1, commenced with the faireft proſpects to the 
friends 


Britiſh government. The arrival of General 
Leſlie in Charleſtown, with his late command in Virginia 
gave Earl Cornwallis a decided ſuperiority, and enabled him 
to attempt the reduction of North-Carolina, with a force 
ſuſicient to bear down all probable oppoſition. Arnold 
was before him in Virginia, while South-Carolina in his 
rear, was conſidered as completely ſubdued. His Lordſhip 
had much to hope and little to fear. His admirers flattered 
him with the expectation, that his victory at Camden 
would prove but the dawn of his glory ; and that the events 
of the approaching campaign would immortalize his name 
as the conqueror, at leaſt of the ſouthern States. Whilſt 
Lord Cornwallis was indulging theſe pleaſing proſpects, he 
received intelligence, no leſs unwelcome than unexpected, 
that Tarleton- his favourite officer, in whom he placed the 
greateſt confidence, inſtead of driving Morgan out of the 
country, was completely defeated by him. This ſurpriſed 
and mortified, but did not diſcourage his lordſhip. He 
hoped by vigorous exertioffs ſoon to obtain reparation for 


the late diſaſtrous event, and even to recover what he had 


loft, With the expectation of retaking the priſoners cap- 
tured at the Cowpens, and to obliterate the impreſſion 
made by the iſſue of the late action at that place, his Lord- 
ſhip inſtantly determined on the purſuit of General Mor- 
gan, who had moved off towards Virginia with his priſon- 
ers. The movements of the royal army in conſequence of 
this determination induced Gen. Greene immediately to re- 
treat from Hick's?-creek, leſt the Britiſh by croſſing the ” 
per ſources of the Pedee, ſhould get between him and 

detachment, which was incumbered with the priſoners. In 
this critical ſituation Gen. Greene left the main army, under 
the command of Gen. H ger, and rode 150 miles through 


the country, to join the detachment under Gen. Morgan, 


that he might be in front of Lord Cornwallis, and direct 
Vol, IL. M m : the 
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178 1. the motions of both diviſions of his army, fo as to form 4 
WW ſpeedy junction between them. Immediately after the ac. 


tion, on the 17th of January, Morgan ſent on his priſon- 
ers under a proper guard, and having made every atrange- 
ment in his power for their ſecurity retreated with expedi- 
tion. Nevertheleſs the Britiſh gained ground upon him. 
Morgan intended to croſs the mountains with his detach- 
ment and priſoners, that he might more effectually ſecure 
the latter : But Greene on his arrival ordered the priſoners 
to Charlotteville, and directed the troops to Guildford 
court- houſe, to which place he had alſo ordered General 
Huger to proceed with the main artny. | 

In this retreat the Americans underwent hardſhips almoſt 
incredible. Many of them performed this march without 
ſhoes over frozen ground, which ſo gaſhed their naked feet, 


that their blood marked every ſtep of their progreſs. They 


were ſomctimes without meat, often without flour, and al- 
ways without ſpiritous liquors. Their march led them 
through a barren country, which ſcarcely afforded neceſſa- 
ries for a few ſtraggling inhabitants. In this ſevere ſeaſon, 
alſo with very little cloathing, they were daily reduced to 
the neceſſity of fording deep creeks, and of remaining wet 
'without any change of cloaths, till the heat of their , bodies 
and occaſtonal fires in the woods dried their tattered rags. 
To all theſe difficulties they ſubmitted without the loſs of a 
ſingle centinel by deſertion. Lord Cornwallis reduced the 
quantity of his own baggage, and the example was follow- 
ed by the officers under his command. Every thing which 
was not neceſſary in action, or to the exiſtence of the 


. troops, was deſtroyed. No waggons were reſerved except 


thoſe loaded with hoſpital ſtores, ſalt and ammunition, and 
four empty ones for the uſe of the fick. The royal army 
encouraged by the example of his lordſhip, ſubmitted to 

every hardſhip with cheerfulneſs. They beheld, without 

murmuring, their moſt valuable baggage deſtroyed, their 

ſpirituous liquors ſtaved, when they were entering on hard 

ſervice, and under circumſtances which precluded evety 

proſpect of ſupply. * 

The Britiſh had urged the purſuit with ſo much rapidi- 

ty, that they reached the Catawba on the evening of the 

ſame day on which their fleeing adverſaries had croffed it. 

Before the next morning a heavy fall of rain made that fi- 
ver impaſſable. The Americans, confident of the juſtice 


of their cauſe, conſidered this event as an interpoſition of 
* 


prov idence 
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providence in their favour. It is certain that if the rifing 1781. 
of the river had taken place a few hours earlier, Ge — 
Morgan with his whole detachment and 500 priſoners would 
have ſcarcely. had any chance of eſcape, When the flood 
tad ſubſided fo far as to leave the river fordable, a large 
proportion of the King's troops received orders to be in 4 
" Wl readineſs to mareh at one o'clock in the morning. Feints Feb 
had been made of paſſing at ſeveral different fords, but the ** 
Leal attempt was made at a ford near M Cowans, the north | 
d - gr 
banks of which were defended by a ſmall guard of militia 
commanded by General Davidſan. The Britiſh marched 
through the river upwards of 500 yards wide and about 
three feet deep, ſuſtaining a conſtant fire from the militia 
on the oppoſite bank without returning it till they had made 
good their paſſage. The light infantry and grenadier com- 
panies as ſoon as they reached the land diſperſed the Ame- 
ricans, General Davidſon the brave leader of the latter be- 
ing killed at the firſt onſet. The militia throughout the 
neighbouring ſettlements were diſpirited, and but few of 
them could be perſuaded to take or keep the field. A ſmall 
party which collected about ten miles from the ford was | 
attacked, and diſperſed by Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton. | 
All the fords were abandoned, and the whole royal army 
croſſed over without any farther oppoſition. The paſſage 
of the Catawba being effeQed, the Americans continued 7 
to flee and the Britiſh to purſue. The former by expedi- 
tious movements croſſed the Y adkin, partly in flats, and 
partly by fording on the ſecond and third days of February, 
and ſecured their- boats on the north fide. Though the 
Britiſh were cloſe in their rear, yet the want of boats and 
the rapid riſing of the river from preceding rains made 
their croſſing impoſſible. This ſecond hair breadth eſcape 
was conſidered by the Americans as a farther evidence that 
their cauſe was fayoured by Heaven. That they in two 
ſucceflive inſtances ſhould effect their paſſage, while their 
purſuers only a few miles in their rear could not follow, 
impreſſed the religious people of that ſettlement with fuch 
zi. bentiments of devotion as added freſn vigor to their exer- 
the MW 1190 in behalf of American independence, IK. 
1 it. The Britiſh having failed in their firſt ſcheme of paſſing 
ti. fs Yadkin, were obliged to croſs at the upper fords; but 
rice before this was completed, the two diviſions of the Ame- 
n offi "can army made a junction at Guildford court-houſe. 
nce M m2 Tbough 
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1781. Though this had taken place, their combined numbers 
w— were ſo much inferior to the Britiſh, that General Greene 


could not with any propriety riſque an action. He there. 
fore called a council of officers, who unanimouſly concur. 
red in opinion that he ought to retire over 'the Dan, and 
to avoid an engagement till he was reinforced. Lord 
Cornwallis knowing the inferiority of the American force 
conceived hopes, by getting between General Greene and 
Virginia, to cut off his retreat, intercept his ſupplies and 
reinforcements, and oblige him to fight under many diſad- 
vantages. With this view, his lordſhip kept the upper 
country where only the rivers are fordable - ſuppoſing that 
his adverſaries, from the want of a ſufficient number of 
flats, could not make good their paſſage in the deep water 
below, or in caſe of their attempting it, he expected to 
overtake and force them to action d they could croſs. 
In this expectation he was deceived. General Greene by 
good management eluded his lordſhip. The Britiſh urged 
their purſuit with ſo much rapidity, that the American light 
troops were on the 14th compelled to retire upwards of 40 
miles. By the moſt indefatigable exertions General Greene 
had that day tranſported his army, artillery and baggage, 
over the river Dan into Virginia. So rapid was the pur- 
ſuit, and ſo narrow the eſcape, that the van of the purſuin 
Britiſh juſt arrived as the rear of the Americans had era 
ed. The hardſhips and difficulties, which the royal army 
had undergone in this march, were exceeded by the morti- 
fication that all their toils and exertions were to no purpoſe. 
They conceived it next to impoſſible that General Greene 
could eſcape, without receiving a deciſive blow. They 
therefore cheerfully ſubmitted to difficulties, of which they 
who reſide in cultivated countries can form no. adequate 
ideas. After ſurmounting incredible hardſhips, when they 
fancied themſelves within graſp of their object, they diſco- 
vered that all their hopes were blaſted. 

The continental army being driven out of North-Caro- 
lina, Farl Cornwallis thought the opportunity favourable 
for aſſembling the loyaliſts. With this view he left the 
Dan, and proceeded to Hillſborough, On his arrival there, 
he erected the King's ſtandard, and publiſhed a proclama- 
tion, inviting all loyal ſubjects to repair to it with their 
arms and ten days proviſion, and aſſured them of his readi- 
nels to concur with them in effectual meaſures for ſuppreſ- 
ling the remains of rebellion, and for the * 
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of order and conſtitutional government. Soon after 1781. 

the King's ſtandard was erected at Hillſborough, ſome hun. 
dreds of the inhabitants rode into the Britiſh camp. They 
ſeemed to be very deſirous of peace, but averſe to any co- 
operation for procuring it. They acknowledged the conti- 
nentals were chaſed out of the province, but expreſſed their 
apprehenſions that they would ſoon return, and on the 
whole declined to take ny part in a cauſe which 
yet appeared dangerous. Notwithſtanding the indifference 
or timidity of the loyaliſts near Hillſborough, Lord Corn- 
wallis h for ſubſtantial aid from the inhabitants between 
Haw Deep-river, He therefore detached Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton with 450 men, to give countenance to 

the friends of royal government in that diſtri, Greene 
being informed that many of the inhabitants had joined his 
lordlhip, and that they were repairing in great numbers to 
make their ſubmiſſion, was apprehenſive that unleſs ſome 
ſpirited meaſure was immediately taken, the whole coun 
would be loſt to the Americans, He therefore conclud 
at every hazard, to recroſs the Dan. This was done by the 
light troops, and theſe on the next day were followed by the 
main body accompanied by a brigade of Virginia militia, 


Carolina, ſome of their light troops, commanded by Gene- 
ral Pickens and Lieutenant Colonel Lee, were detached in 
purſyit of Tarleton, who had been ſent to encourage the 
inſurrection of the loyaliſts. - Three hundred and fifty of 
theſe tories commanded by Colonel Pyles, when on their 
way to join the Britiſh, fell in with this light American 
party, and miſtook them for the royal detachment ſent for 
their ſupport. The Americans attacked them, laboring 
under this miſtake, to great advantage, and cut them down 
as they were crying out © God fave the King” and mak- 
ing proteſtations of their loyalty. Natives of the Britiſh 
colonies, who were of this character, more rarely found 
mercy than European ſoldiers. They were conſidered by 
the whig Americans as being cowards, who not only want- 
ed ſpirit to defend their conſtitutional rights, but who un- 
natyrally co-operated with ſtrangers in fixing the chains of 
foreign domination on themſelves and countrymen. Many 
of them on this occaſion ſuffered the extremity of. military 
vengeance, Tarleton was refreſhing his legion, about a 
mile from this ſcene of laughter. Upon hearing the * 
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Immediately after the return of the Americans to North- Feb. 2h, - 
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1781. he re-croſſed the Haw and returned to Hillſborough. - On 
Ln his retreat he cut down ſeveral of the royaliſts, as they 


were advancing to join the Britiſh army, miſtaking them 
for the rebel militia of the country. Theſe events be. Yo 
with the return of the American army, overſet all the 


| ſchemes of Lord Cornwallis. The tide of public fenti- 


ment was no longer in his favour. The recruiting ſervice 
in behalf of the royal army was entirely ſtopped. The ab- 
ſence of the American army, for one fortnight longer, 
might have turned the ſcale. The advocates for royal go- 
vernment being diſcouraged by theſe adverſe accidents, and 


being alfo generally deficient, in that ardent zeal which 


characteriſed the patriots, could not be induced to act with 
confidence. They were fo diſperſed over a large extent of 
a thinly ſettled country, that it was difficult to bring 'them 


to unite in any common — They had no fuperintend- 


ing Congreſs to give ſyſtem or concert to their ſchemes, 
While each little diſtrit purſued ſeparate meaſutes, all 
were obliged to ſubmit to the American governments. 
Numbers of them, who were on their way to join Lord 
Cornwallis, ſtruck with terror at the unexpected return of 
the American army, and with the unhappy fate of their bre- 
thren, went home to wait events. Their policy was of 
that timid kind, which diſpofed them to be more attentive 

to perſonal ſafety, than to the ſuccefs of either army. 
Though General Greene had recroſfed, his plan was not 
to venture upon an immediate action, but to keep alive the 
courage of his party—to depreſs that of the loyaliſts, and 
to haraſs the foragers and detachments of the Brizifh, till 
reinforcements ſhould arrive. While Greene was unequal 
even to defenſive operations, he lav ſeven days within ten 
miles of Cornwallis's camp, but took a new poſition every 
night, and kept it a profound ſecret where the next was to 
be. By ſuch frequent movements Lord Cornwallis, could 
not gain intelligence of his ſituation in time to profit by it. 
He manceuvered in this manner, to avoid an action for 
three weeks, during which time he was often obliged to 
aſk bread from the common ſoldiers, having none of his 
own. By the end of that period two brigades of militia 
from North-Carolina, and one from Virginia, together 
with 400 regulars raifed for 18 months, joined his army, 
and gave him a ſuperiority of numbers. He therefore de- 
termined no longer to avoid an engagement. Lord Corn- 
wallis having long ſought for this, no longer delay _ 
place 
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The Britiſh of about 2400, chiefly troops grown veteran 
in victories. The former was drawn up in three lines. 
The. front compoſed of North-Carolina militia, the ſecond 
of Virginia militia, the third and laſt of continental troops 
commanded by General Huger and Colonel Williams. 
Aſter a briſk cannonade in front, the Britiſh advanced in 
three columns. The Heſſians on the right, the guards in 


the center, and Lieutenant Colonel Webſter's brigade on 


the left, and attacked the front line. This gave way when 
their adverſaries were at the diſtance of 140 yards, from 
the miſconduct of a colonel, who on the advance of the 
enemy, called out to an officer at ſome diſtance * that he 
would be ſurrounded,” The alarm was ſufficient : With- 
out enquiring into the probability of what had been injudi- 
ciouſly ſuggeſted, the militia precipitately quitted the feld : 
As one good officer may ſometimes mend the face of af- 
fairs, ſo the miſconduct of a bad one may injure a whole 
army. Untrained men when on the field are ſimilar to 
each other. The difference of their conduct depends much 


on incidental circumſtances, and on none more than the 


manner of their being led on, and the quality of the offi- 

cers by whom they are commanded, 
The Virginia militia ſtood their ground, and kept up 
their fire till they were ordered to retreat. General Ste- 
vens their commander, had poſted 40 riflemen at equal diſ- 
tances, twenty paces in the rear of his brigade, with orders 
to ſhoot every man who ſhould leave his poſt. That brave 
officer though wounded through the thigh did not quit the 

field. The continental troops were lait engaged, and mai 
tained the conflict with great ſpirit for an hour and a half. 
a 3 the diſcipline of veteran troops gained the day. 

he 

an boſe flank, and got in rear of the Virginia brigade. 
They appeared to be gaining Greene's right, which would 
have encircled the whole of the continental troops, a retreat 
was therefore ordered. This was made in good order, and 
no farther than over the reedy fork, a diſtance of about 
three miles. Greene halted there and drew up till he had 
collected moſt of the ſtragglers, and then retired to Speed- 
well's iron works, ten miles diſtant from Guildford. The 
Americans loſt four pieces of artillery and two ammunition 
| waggons. 


place on either ſide. The American army conſiſted of 1781. 
about 4400 men, of which more than one half were militia. 7 y 
arc 


roke the ſecond Maryland brigade, turned the Ame- | 
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ed and wounded amounted to ſeveral hundreds. The 


guards loſt Colonel Stuart and three Captains, beſides ſub- 
alterns. Colonel Webſter, an officer of diſtinguiſhed me. 
rit died of his wounds, to the great regret of the whole royal 
army. Generals O'Hara and Howard, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton, were wounded, About 300 of the con- 
tinentals, and one hundred of the Virginia militia were kill. 
ed or wounded. Among the former was Major Anderſon 
of the Maryland line a moſt valuable officer, of the latter 
were Generals Huger and Stevens. The early retreat of 
the North-Carolinians ſaved them from much loſs. The 
American army ſuſtained a great diminution, by the nume- 
rous fugitives who inſtead of rejoining the camp went to 
their homes. Lord Cornwallis ſuffered ſo much that he 
was in no condition to improve the advantage he had gain- 
ed. The Britiſh had only the name, the, Americans, all 
the good conſequences of a victory. General Greene re- 
treated, and Lord Cornwallis kept the field, but notwith- 
ſtanding the Britiſh intereſt in North-Carolina was from 


Mar. 18. that day ruined. Soon after this action, Lord Cornwallis 


rating with his 


iſſued a proclamation ſetting forth his complete victory, and 
calling on all loyal ſubjects to ſtand forth, and take an ac- 
tive part in reſtoring ordet and good government, and offer- 
ing a pardon and protection to all rebels, murderers except- 
ed, who would ſurrender themſelves on or before the 20th 


of April. On the next day after this proclamation was iſ- 


fued, his lordſhip left his hoſpital and 75 wounded men, 
with the numerous loyaliſts in the vicinity, and began a 
march towards Wilmington, which had the appearance of 
a retreat. Major Craig who for the purpoſes of co-ope- 

lordſhip, had been ftationed at Wilmington, 
was not able to open a water communication with the Bri- 
tiſh army while they were in the upper country. The diſ- 
tance, the narrowneſs of Cape Fear river, the command- 
ing elevation of its banks, and the hoftile ſentiments of the 
inhabitants on each ſide of it forbad the attempt. The deſ- 
titute condition of the Britiſh army, made it neceſſary to 
to theſe ſupplies, which for theſe reafons could not 
brought to them. / 


General Greene no ſooner received information of this 


movement of Lord Cornwallis, than he put his army in mo- 
tion to follow him. As he had no means of providing * 
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the wounded, of his own, and the Bfitiſh forces, he wrote 1481. 

a letter to the neighbouring inhabitants of the Quaker per- 

ſuaſion, in which he mentioned his being brought up a 

Quaker, and urged them to take care of the wounded on 

both ſides. His recommendations prevailed, and the Qua- 

kers ſupplied the hoſpitals with every comfort in their 
wer. Rara ent gan FRI. 0A 

Fe The Americans continued the purſuit of Cornwallis till 

they had arrived at Ramſay's mill on Deep river, but for 

good reaſons deſiſted from following him any farther, ' © - 
Lord Cornwallis halted and refreſhed his army for about 

three weeks at Wilmington, and then marched acroſs the 

country to Peterſburgh in Virginia. Before it was known 

that his lordſhip had determined on this movement, the 

bold reſolution of returning to South-Carolina, was formed 

by General Greene, This animated the friends of Con- 

all W greſs in that quarter. Had the American army followed 

e- his lordſhip, the ſouthern States would have conceived 

h- themſelves conquered; for their hopes and fears prevailed 

m juſt as the armies marched north or ſouth. gh Lord 

lis Cornwallis marched through North- Carolina to Virginia, 

nd yet as the American army returned to South-Carolina, the 

Co people conſidered that movement of his lordſhip in the light 

r- of a retreat. | 

t- While the two armies were in North-Carolina, the whig 

th inhabitants of South-Carolina were animated by the gallant 

{- exertions of Sumter and Marion. Theſe diſtinguiſhed par- 

n, tiſans, while ſurrounded with enemies, kept the field. 

a BY Though the continental army was driven inte Virginia, 

of they did not deſpair of the common-wealth. Having | 

> mounted their followers, their motions were rapid, and their ; 

n, attacks unexpected. With their light troops they inter- 

i- cepted the Britiſh convoys of provifions, infeſted their out- | 

f. poſts, beat up their quarters, and haraſſed their detach- | 

ments with ſuch frequent alarms, that they were obliged to * | 
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Ie be always on their guard. In the weſtern extremity of the 
. State, Sumter was powerfully ſupported by Colonels Niel, 

a gi Hill, Winn, Bratton, Brandon and others, each 
of whom held militia commiſſions, and had many friends. 
In the north eaſtern extremity, Marion received in like 
manner great aſſiſtance from the active exertions of Colonels 
Peter Horry, and Hugh Horry, Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Baxter, Colonel James Poſtell, Major John Poſtell, and 
Major John James. 

The 
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The inhabitants, either as affection or vicinity induced 


Lyn them, arranged themſelves under ſome of the militia officers 


and performed many gallant enterpriſes. 'T heſe ſingly were 
of too little conſequence to merit a particular relation, but 
in general they diſplayed the determined ſpirit of the people 

em the Britiſh. . One in which Major John 
Poſtell commanded may ſerve as an illuſtration of the ſpirit 
of the times, and particularly of the indifference for pro- 
perty which then prevailed. Captain James de Peyſter of 
the royal army, with 25 grenadiers, having taken poſt in 
the houſe of the Major's father, the Major poſted his ſmall 
command of 21 militia men, in ſuch poſitions as command- 
ed its doors, and demanded their ſurrender. This being 
refuſed, he ſet fire to an out-houſe, and was proceeding ta 
burn that in which they were. poſted, and nothing but the 
immediate ſubmiſſion of the whole party reſtrained him 
from ſacrificing his father's valuable property, to gain an 
advantage to his country, 

While Lord Cornwalks was preparing to invade Virgi- 
nia, General Greene determined to re-commence offentive 
military operations in the ſouthern extreme of the confede- 
racy, in preference to purſuing his lordſhip into Virginia. 
General Sumter, who had warmly urged this meaſure, was 
about this time authoriſed to raiſe a State brigade, to be in 
ſervice for eighteen months. He had alſo prepared the mi- 
litia to co-operate with the returning continentals. With 
theſe forces an offenſive war was recommended in South- 
Carolina, and proſecuted with ſpirit and ſucceſs. 

Before Greene ſet out on his march for Carolina, he 
ſent orders to General Pickensy to prevent ſupplies from 
going to the Britiſh - garriſons at N and Auguſta, 
and alſo detached Lieutenant-Colonel Lee to advance be- 
fore the continental troops. The latter in eight days pene- 
trated through the intermediate country to General Mari- 
on's quarters upon the Santee. The main army, in a few 
more days, completed their march from Deep - river to 
Camden. The Britiſh had erected a chain of poſts from 
the capital to the extreme diſtricts of the State, which had 
regular communications with each other. Lord Corn- 
wallis being gone to Virginia, theſe became objeAs of en- 
terprize to the Americans, While General Greene was 
* marching with his main force againſt Camden, Fort Wat- 
fon, which lay between Camden and Charleſtown, was 8 

veſtec 
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veſted by General Marion and Lieutenant-Colonel Lee. 1781. 
The beſiegers ſpeedily erected à work which overlooked the Worms 
fort, though that was built on an Indian mount upwards of 
zo feet high, from which they fired into it with ſuch 'exe- 
cution that the beſieged durſt not ſhew themſelves. Under April 23. 
theſe circumſtances the garriſon, conſiſting of 114 men, 
ſurrendered by capitulation. X U | | 

Camden, before which the main American army was 
encamped, is a village ſituated on a plain, covered on the 
ſouth and eaſt ſides by the Wateree and a creek, the weſtern 
and northern by ſix redoubts. It was defended by Lord 
Rawdon with about goo men. The American army, con- 
fiſting only of about an equal number of continentals, and 
between two and three hundred militia, was unequal to the 
taſk of carrying this poſt by ſtorm, or of completely inveſt- 
ing it, General Greene therefore took a good poſition abour 
a mile diftant, in expectation of alluring the garriſon out 
of their lines. Lord Rawdon armed his whole force, and 
with great ſpirit ſallied on the 25th. An engagement enſu- ; 
ed. Victory for ſome time evjdently inclined to the Ame- April 25. 
ricans, but in the progreſs of the action, the premature re- 
treat of two Companies eventually occaſtoned the defeat of 


the whole American army. Greene with his uſual firm- 


neſs, inftantly took meaſures to prevent Lord Rawdon from 
improving the ſucceſs he had obtained, He retreated with 
ſuch order that moſt of his wounded and all his artillery, 
together with a number of priſoners, were carried off. The 
Britiſh retired to Camden, and the Americans encamped 
about five miles from their former poſition. Their loſs was 
between two and three hundred. Soon after this action 
General Greene, know we the Britiſh garriſon could 
not ſubſiſt long in Camden, without-freſh- ſupplies from 
Charleſtown or the country, took ſuch · poſitions as were 
moſt likely to prevent their getting any. 

Lord Rawdon received a reinforcement of 4 or 20 men 
by the arrival of Colonel Watſon from Pedee. ich this 
increaſe of ſtrength, he attempted on the next day to com- 
pel General Greene to another action, but found it to be 
impracticable. Failing in this deſign, he returned to Cam- 
den and burned the gaol, mills, many private houſes and a 
great deal of his own baggage. He then evacuated the 
poſt, and retired to the ſouthward of Santee. His lordſhip 
diſcovered as much prudence in evacuating Camden, as he 


May 7. 
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| 1781. had ſhewn bravery in its defence, The fall of Fort Wat. 
9 Q ſon broke the chain of communication with Charleſtowy, 
h and the poſition of the American army, in a great meaſure 
intercepted ſupplies from the adjacent country. The Bri. 
tiſh in South-Carolina, now cut off from all communica. 
tion with Lord Cornwallis, would have hazarded the capi. 
tal, by keeping large detachments in their diſtant out- poſtz. 
They therefore reſolved to contract their limits by retiring 
within the Santee. This meaſure animated the friends of 
Congreſs in the extremities of the State, and diſpoſed them 
to co-operate with the American army. While Greene lay 
in the neighbourhood of Camden, he hung in one day eight 
ſoldiers, who had deſerted from his army. This had ſuch 
effect afterwards that there was no deſertion for three 
May 11. months. Oa the day after the evacuation of Camden the 
poſt at Orangeburg, conſiſting of 70 Britiſh militia and 12 
regulars, ſurrendered to General Sumter. On the next da 
Fort Motte capitulated, This was ſituated above the fork 
on the ſouth fide of the Congaree. The Britiſh had built 
May 12: their works round Mrs. Motte's dwelling-houſe. She with 
reat cheerfulneſs furniſhed the Americans with materials 
for firing her own houſe. "Theſe being thrown by them on 
its roof ſoon kindled into flame. The firing of the houſe, 
which was in the center of the Britiſh works, compelled 
the garriſon, conſiſting of 165 men, to ſurrender at diſcre- 
tion, | < 
May 14. In two days more the Britiſh evacuated their poſt at Nel- 
| ſon's ferry, and deſtroyed a great part of their ſtores. On 
the day following, Fort Granby, garriſoned by 352 men 
moſtly royal militia, ſurrendered to Lieutenant-Colonel 
May 15. Lee: Very advantageous terms were given them, from an 
apprehenſion that Lord Rawdon was marching to their 
relief. . 

Their baggage was ſecured, in which was included an 
immenſe quantity of plunder. The American militia were 
much diſguſted at the terms allowed the garriſon, and diſco- 
vered a diſpoſition to break the capitulation and kill the pri- 
ſoners; but Greene reſtrained them, by declaring in the 
moſt peremptory manner that he would inſtantly put to 
death any one, who ſhould offer violence to thoſe who by 
ſurrendering were under his protection. 

General Marion with a party of militia, marched about 
this time to George-town, and began regular approaches 
againſt the Britiſh poſt in that place. On the firſt night 

| | | after 
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after his men had broken ground, their adverſaries evacu- 1781. 
ated their works, and retreated to Charleſtown ; ſhortly af 
ter one Manſon, an inhabitant of South-Carolina, who had ; 
joined the Britiſh, a ed in an armed veſlel, and de- 
manded permiffion to land his men in the town. This be- 
ing refuſed, he ſent a few of them aſhore and ſet fire to it. 
* Upwards of forty houſes were ſpeedily reduced to aſhes. 

In the rapid manner juſt related, the Britiſh loſt fix 
lay poſts, and abandoned all the north-eaſtern extremities of 

) | South-Carolina, They ſtill retained poſſeſſion of Auguſta 
> and Ninety- ſix, in addition to their poſts near the ſea coaſt. 
Immediately after the ſurrender of Fort Granby, Lieute- 
he Y nant-Colonel Lee began his march for Auguſta, and in four 
12 days completed it. IA | 
a The Britiſh poſt at Silfer-Bluff, with a field-piece and May 21. 
{ conſiderable ſtores, ſurrendered to a detachment of Lee's 
ir legion commanded by Captain Rudolph. Lee on his 
ch arrival at Auguſta joined Pickens, who with a body of 
1; & militia had for ſome time paſt taken poſt in the vicinity. 
n & They jointly carried on their approaches againſt Fort Corn- 
J wallis at Auguſta, in which Colonel Brown commanded. 
Two batteries were erected within 30 yards of the parapet, 
which overlooked the Fort. From theſe eminences the 

American riflemen ſhot into the inſide of the works with 

|. UW ſucceſs : the garriſon buried themſelves in a great meaſure 
under ground, and obſtinately refuſed to capitulate, till the 
n  neceflity was ſo prefling that every man who attempted to June 5. 
l 
n 


fire on the beſiegers, was immediately ſhot down. At 
length when farther reſiſtance would have been madneſs, 

r the Fort with about 300 men ſurrendered, on honourable 
terms of capitulation. The Americans during the fiege 

had about forty men killed and wounded. After the ſur- 
render, Lieutenant-Colonel Grierſon of the Britiſh militia, 

was ſhot by the Americans. A reward of 100 guineas was 
offered, but in vain, for the perpetrator of the perfidious deed. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, would probably have ſhared the 
| ſame fate, had not his conquerors furniſhed him with an 
| eſcort to the royal garriſon in Savannah, Individuals whoſe 
paſſions were inflamed by injuries, and exaſperated with 
perſonal animoſity, were eager to gratify revenge in viola- 

tion of the laws of war. urders had produced murders. 
Plundering, aſſaſſinations, and houſe burnings, had become 
common. Zeal for the King or the Congreſs were the of- 
tenſible motives of action; but in ſeveral of both ſides, 3 

Ve 
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1781. love of plunder, private pique, and a ſavageneſs of diſpoſ;. 
Wm» tion, led to actions which were diſgraceful to human nature, 


May 25. 


June 18. 


Such was the ſtate of parties in the vicinity of Savannah 
river, and ſuch the exaſperation of whigs againſt tories, and 
of tories againſt whigs ; and ſo much had they ſuffered from 
and inflicted on each other, that the laws of war, and the 
precepts of humanity afforded but a feeble ſecurity for the 
obſervance of capitulations on either ſide. The American 
officers exerted themſelves to procure to their priſoners that 
ſafety which many of the inhabitants, influenced by a re- 


membrance of the ſufferings of themſelves, and of their 


friends, were unwilling to allow them. 

While operations were carrying on againſt the ſmall 
poſts, Greene proceeded with his main army and laid ſiege 
to Ninety-fix, in which Lieutenant-Colonel Cruger, with 
upwards of 500 men was advantageouſly poſted. On the 
left of the beſiegers was a work, erected in the form of a 
ſtar. On the right was a ſtrong blockade fort, with two 
block houſes in it. The town was alſo picquetted in with 
ſtrong piequets, and ſurrounded with a ditch, and a bank, 
near the height of a common parapet. The beſiegers were 
more numerous than the beſieged, but the diſparity was not 
great. SIT 

The ſiege was proſecuted with indgfatigable induſtry. 
The garriſon defended themfelves with ſpirit and addreſs, 
On the morning after the ſiege began, a party ſallied from 
the garriſon, and drove the advance of the beſiegers from 
their works. The next night, two ſtrong block. batteries 
were erected at the diſtance of 359 yards. Another bat- 
tery 20 feet high, was erected within 220 yards, and ſoon 
after a fourth one was erected within 100 yards of the main 
fort, and laſtly, a rifle battery was erected 30 feet high, 
within 30 yards of the ditch; from all of which the be- 
ſiegers fired into the Britiſh works. The abbatis was 
turned, and a mine and two trenches were ſo far extended, 
as to be within fix feet of the ditch. At that intereſting 
moment, intelligence was conveyed into the garriſon, that 
Lord Rawdon was near at hand, with about 2000 men for 
their relief. Theſe had arrived in Charleſtown from Ire- 
land after the ſiege began, and were marched for Ninety- 
ſix, on the ſeventh day after they landed. In theſe circum- 
ſtances, General Greene had no alternative but to raiſe the 


ſiege, or attempt the reduction of the place by W * 
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The latter was attempted. Though the aſſailants diſplayed 178 1. 
great reſolution, they failed of ſucceſs. On this General Ways 


reene raiſed the ſiege, and retreated over Saluda. His 
loſs in the aſſault and previous conflicts was about 150 men. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cruger deſervedly gained great reputa- 


tion by this ſucceſsful defence. He was particularly in- 


bted to Major Greene, who had bravely and judiciouſly 
nded that redoubt, for the reduction of which, the 
eateſt exertions had been made. Truly diſtreſſing was 
e ſituation of the American army. When they were 
nearly maſters of they whole country, the were compelled 
to ſeek ſafety by retreating to its remoteſt extremity. In 
this gloomy ſituation Greene was adviſed to retire with his 
remaining force to Virginia. To ſuggeſtions of this kind 
he nobly replied. © I will recover South-Carolfna or die 
in the attempt.” This diſtinguiſhed officer whoſe genius 
was moſt vigorous in thoſe perilous extremities, when fee- 
ble minds abandon themſelves to deſpair, adopted the only 
expedient now left him, that of avoiding an engagement 
till the Britiſh force ſhould be divided. d Rawdon who 
by rapid marches was near Ninety-ſix, at the time of the 
ualt, purſued the Americans as far as the Enoree river; 
but without overtaking them. Defiſting from this, fruifle(s 
purſuit he drew off a part of his force from * 
fixed a detachment at the Congaree. General Greene on 
hearing that the Britiſh force was divided, faced about to 
give them battle. Lord Rawdon no leſs ſurpriſed than 
alarmed at this unexpected movement of his lately retreating 
foe, abandoned the Congaree in two days after he had 


reached it, and marched to Orangeburgh. General Greene 
in his turn purſued and offered him battle, His lordſhip July 12. 


would not yenture out, and his adverſary was too weak 
N him in his encampment, with any proſpect of 
ſucceſs. | p N 
Reaſons ſimilar to thoſe which induced the Britiſh to 
evacuate Camden, weighed with them about this time, to 
withdraw their troops from Ninety-fix. While the Ame- 
rican army lay near Orangeburgh, Lieutenant-Colonel 


Cruger, having evacuated the poſt he had gallantly defend- 


ed, was marching with the troops of that garriſon, through 
the forks of Ediſto, to join Lord Rawdon at Orangeburgh. 
General Greene being unable to prevent their junction, and 
ſtill leſs ſo to ſtand before their combined force, retired to 
the high hills of Santee. The evacuation of Camden hav- 
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1781. ing been effected by ſtriking at the poſts below-it, the ſame 


manceuvre was now attempted to induce the Britiſh to leave 
Orangeburgh. With this view Generals Sumter and 
Marion, 'with their brigades, and the legion cavalry, were 
detached to Monk's corner and Dorcheſter. They moved 
down different roads, and commenced ſeparate and ſucceſſ- 
ful attacks, on convoys and detachments in the vicinity of 
Charleftown. ' In this manner was the war carried on, 
While the Britiſh kept their forces compact, they could 
not cover the country, and the American General had the 
prudence to avoid Chain, When they divided their ar- 
my, their detachments were attacked and defeated. While 
they were in the upper country, light parties of Americans 
annoyed their ſmall poſts in the lower ſettlements. The 
2 ſoon found that the late conquerors were not able to 
afford them their promiſed protection. The ſpirit of revolt 
became general, and the royal intereſt daily declined. 

The Britiſh having evacuated all their poſts to the north- 
ward of Santee and Congaree, and to the weſtward of Ediſto, 
conceived themſelves able to hold all that fertile country, 
which is in a great meaſure encloſed by theſe rivers. They 
therefore once more reſumed their ſtation, near the junction 
of ,the.Wateree and Congaree. This induced General 
Greene to concert farther meaſures for forcing them down 
towards Charleſtown. He therefore croſſed the Wateree 
and Congaree, and collected his whole force on the ſouth 
fide of the latter, intending to act offenſively. On his ap- 
proach the Britiſh retired about 40 miles nearer Charleſ- 
town, and took poſt at the Eutaw ſprings. General Greene 
advanced with 2000 men, to attack them in their encamp- 
ment at this place. His force was drawn up in two lines: 
the firſt was compoſed of militia, and the ſecond of conti- 
nental troops. As the Americans advanced they fell in 
with two parties of the Britiſh, three or four miles a head 
of their main army. Theſe being briſkly attacked ſoon re- 
tired. The militia continued to purſue and fire, till the 
action became general, and till they were obliged to give 
way. They were well ſupported by the continental troops. 
In the hotteſt of the action Colonel O. Williams and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell with the Maryland and- V irginia 
continentals charged with -trailed arms. Nothing could 
ſurpaſs the intrepidity of both officers and men on this occa- 
ſion. They ruſhed on in good order ny = 
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vonade, and a ſhower of muſketry, with ſuch unſhaken re- 1781. 


ſolution, that they, bore down all them. Lieutenant 


Colonel Campbell, while bravely leading his men on to that 
ſucceſsful charge, received a mortal wound. After he had 
fallen he enquired. who gave way, and being informed that 


the Britiſh were fleeing in all quarters, replied © I die con- 


tented, and immediately expired. The Britiſh were vigo- 
rouſly purſued, and E 1 of po of them were taken 
priſoners. On their retreat they took poſt in a ſtrong brick 
houſe, and ina picquetted garden: From theſe advantage - 
ous poſitions they renewed the action. Four fix pounders 
were ordered up before the houſe, from under cover of 
which the Britiſh were firing. The Americans were com- 
pelled to leave theſe pieces and retire, but they left a ſtrong 
picquet on the field of battle, and only retreated. to the 
reſt water in their rear. In the evening of the next 
day, Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart who. commanded the Bri- 
tiſh-on this occaſion, left ſeventy of his wounded men and 
a thouſand ſtand of arms, and moved from the Eutaws to- 
wards Charleftown. The loſs of the Britiſh incluſive of 
priſoners, was upwards of 1 100 men; that of the Ameri- 
cans above 500, in which number were ſixty officers, 
Congreſs honoured General Greene for his good conduct 
in this action, with a Britiſh ſtandard and a golden medal. 
They alſo voted their thanks to the different corps and their 


#.% 


Soon after this engagement, the Americans retired to 
their former poſition on the high hills of Santee, and lhe 
Britiſh took poſt in the vicinity of Monks-Corner. In 
the cloſe of the year General Greene moved down into the 
lower country, and about the ſame time the Britiſh aban- 
doned their out-poſts, and retired with their whole force to 
the quarter hotſe on Charleſtown-neck.” The defence of 
the country was given up, and the conquerors, who had 
lately carried their arms to the extremities of the State, ſel- 
dom aimed at any thing more than to fecure themſelves in 
the vicinity of the capital. The crops, which had been 
planted in the ſpring of the year under Britiſh auſpices, and 
with the expectation of affording them ſupplies, fell into the 
hands of the Americans and adminiſtered to them a ſeaſon- 
able relief. The battle of Eutaw'may be conſidered as cloſ- 
ing the national war in South-Carolina. A few excurſions 
were afterwards made by the Britifh, and ſundry ſmall en- 
terprizes were executed, but nothing of more general con- 

Vor. II. Nen ſequence 


J "7 . than the loſs of property, and of individual lives, 
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us ended the campaign of 1781, in South- Carolina. At 
its commencement the Britiſh were in force all over the 
State, at its cloſe they durft not, but with great precaution, 
venture 20 miles from Charleſtown. ' Hiſtory" affords but 
few inſtances of commanders, who have atchieved ſo much 
with equal means, as was done by General Greene in the 
ſhort mrs of a twelve month. He opened the compaign 
with g 55 proſpects, but cloſed it with gl His un- 
paid and half naked army had to contend with veteran ſol- 
ien ſupplied with every thing that the wealth of Britain 
or the Shurider of Carolina could procure. ' Under all theſe 
aitldvaltages he compelled ſuperior numbers to retire from 
the extremity of the State, and confine themſelves in the 
capital and its vicinity. Had not his mind been of the 
firmeſt texture he would have been diſcouraged, but his 
enemies found him as formidable on the evening of a defeat, 
a3 on the morning aſter a victory. 3 


W H A P. XXIV. 
dae. of 1781. Of erations in Vi 5h : Coriwalli 
r captured: ews London defirazed. 


15 has already "been Mentioned that Lord "Cornwallis 
ſoon after = battle of Guildford, marched to Wilming- 
ton in North-Carolina..., When he had completed that 
march, various plans of operation were . to his 
view. It was ſaid in favour of his proceeding ſouthwardly, 
that the country between Wilmington 4. Camden was 
barren and of difficult paſſage - that an embarkation for 
Charleſtown would be both tedious and diſgraceful—and 
that a junction with the royal forces in Virginia, and the 
proſecution of ſolid operations in that quarter, would be 
the moſt effectual plan for. effecting and ſecuring the ſub- 
miſſion of the more ſouthern States. Other arguments of 
apparently equal force urged his return to South-Carolina. 
Previous to his departure for Virginia, he had received in- 
formation that General Greene had begun his march for 


Camden, and he had reaſon from paſt experience to 2 
t 
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that if he did not follow him, the inhabitants by a ſecond 1781. 
revolt, would give the American army a ſuperiority , over < 
the ſmall. force left under Lord Rawdon. Though his lord- 
ſhip, was very apprehenſive of danger from that quarter, he 
hoped either that Lord Rawdon would be. able to ſtand his 
ground, or that General Greene would follow the royal 
army to Virginia, or in the moſt unfavourable event he 
flattered himſelf, that by the conqueſt of Virginia, the re- 
covery of South- Carolina would be at any time praCticable. 
His lordſhip. having too much pride to turn back, and pre- 
ferring, the extenſive ſcale of operations which Virginia 
preſented, to the narrow one of preſerving paſt conqueſts, 
determined to leave Carolina to its fate, Before the end, of 
April, he therefore proceeded on his march, from Wil- April 25. 
mington towards Virginia. To favour the paſſage of the 

many rivers, with which the country is interſected, two 

boats were mounted on carriages and taken along with his 

army. The king's troops proceeded ſeveral days without 
oppoſition, and almoſt without intelligence. The Ameri- 

cans made an attempt at Swift-creek and afterwards at 
Fiſhing-creek to ſtop their progreſs, but without any effect. 

The Britiſh took the ſhorteſt road to Halifax, and on their © 

urival there defeated ſeveral parties of the Americans and 

took ſome ſtores, with very little loſs on their ſide. The 
Roanoke, the Meherrin, and the Nottaway rivers were 
ſucceſſively eroſſed by the royal army, and with little or no 
oppoſition. from the. diſperſed inhabitants. In leſs than a May 20. 


K 


1 
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month the march from Wilmington to e was 
g- © completed. The latter had been fixed upon as the place of 
at rendeꝝ vous, in a private correſpondence with General Phi- 


lips. By this combination of the royal force previouſly 
ly, Nenployed in Virginia, with the troops which had marched 
ras from Wilmington, Lord Cornwallis was at the head of a 
for very powerful army. This junction was ſcarcely com- 
nd pleted, when Lord Cornwallis received Lord Rawdon's re- 
he port of the advantage he had gained over General Greene, 
be en the 25th of the preceding month. About the ſame time 
be received information that three Britiſh regiments had 

kiled from Cork for Charleſtown. 5 
Theſe two events eaſed his mind of all anxiety for South- 
Carolina, and inſpired him with brilliant hopes of a glori- 
ous campaign. He conſidered himſelf as having already 
lubdued both the Carolinas, and as being in a fair way to 
nereaſe his military Fame, by the addition of Virginia 2 
ö n 2 ; e 
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7781. the lift of his conqueſts. By the late combination of the 


royal forces under Philips and Cornwallis, and by the recent 


arrival of a reinforcement of 1500 men directly from New. 


York, Virginia became the principal theatre of operations 


for the remainder of the campaign, The formidable force, 
thus collected in one body, called for the vigorous exerti- 
ons of the friends of independence. The defenſive opera- 
tions, in oppoſition to it, were principally entruſted to the 
Marquis de Ja F ayette. Early in the year he had been de- 
tached from the main American army on an ition, the 
object of which was a co-operation with the French fleet 
in capturing General Arnold, On the failure of this, the 
Marquis marched back as far as the head of Elk. There 
he received an order to return to Virginia to oppoſe the 
Britiſh forces, which had become more formidable by the 
arrival of a conſiderable reinforcement, under General 
Philips. He proceeded without delay to Richmond, and 
arrived there the day before the Britiſh reached Mancheſter, 
on the oppoſite fide of James river. Thus was the capital 
of Virginia, at that time filled with almoſt all the military 
ſtores of the State, ſaved from imminent danger. So great 
was the ſuperiority of numbers on the ſide of the Britiſh, 
that the Marquis had before him a labor of the greateſt'dif- 
ficulty, and was preſſed with many embarraſſments. In the 


firſt moments of the riſing tempeſt, and till he could pro- 


vide againſt its utmoſt rage he began to retire with his lit. 
tle army, which conſiſted only of about 1000 regulars, 2000 
militia, and 60 dragoons. | 

Lord Cornwallis advanced from Peterſburg to James ri- 
ver which he croſſed at Weſtown, and thence marching 
through Hanover county croſſed the South Anna or Pamun- 
key- river. The Marquis followed his motions, but at a 
guarded diſtance, The ſuperiority of the Britiſh army, el- 
pecially of their cavalry, which they eaſily ſupplied witt 
good horſes from the ſtables and paſtures of private gentle 
men in Virginia, enabled them to traverſe the country 
all directions. Two diſtant expeditions were therefore un 
dertaken. The one was to Charlotteville, with the vien 
of capturing the Governor and Aſſembly of the State 
The other to Point of Fork to deſtroy ſtores. Lieutenant 
Colonel Tarleton to whom the firſt was committed, ſuc 
ceeded fo far as to diſperſe the Aſſembly, capture ſeven 0 
its members, and to deſtroy a great quantity of ſtores? 


and near Charlotteville, The other expedition which . 


committe 
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committed to Lieutenant-Colonel Simcoe, was only in part 1781. 
ſucceſsful, for the Americans had E removed the 
moſt of their ſtores from Points of Fork. In the courſe of 8 
theſe marches and counter marches, immenſe quantities of | 
property were deſtroyed and ſundry unimportgnt ſkirmiſhes 
took place. The Britiſh made many partial conqueſts, but 
theſe were ſeldpm of longer duration than their encamp- 
ments. The young Marquis, wich a degree of prudence 
that would have done honor to an old ſoldier, ated fo cau- 
tiouſly on the defenſive and made fo judicious a choice of 
poſts, and ſhewed ſo much vigour and 801 1 his wr rs 
ments, as to prevent any advantage. bein en of his 
weakneſs. In his 98 not to be deſtroyed, was 
triumph, He effected a junction at Racoonford with Ge- 
neral Wayne, who was at the head of 800 Pennſylvanians. 
While this junction was forming the Britiſh got between 
the- American army and its ſtores, which had been removed 
from Richmond to Albemarle old court-houſe. The poſ- 
ſeſſion of theſe was an object with both armies. The Mar- 
quis by forced marches got within a few miles of the Bri- 
tiſh army, when they were two days march from Albemarle 
old court-houſe. The Britiſh general conſidered himſelf as 
ih, WW fure of his adverſary for he knew that the ſtores were his 
if- WF object; and he conceived it impracticable for the Marquis 
to get between him and the ſtores ; but by a road in paſſing 
winch he might be attacked to adyantage. The quis 
had the addreſs to extricate himſelf from this difficulty, by 
opening in the night a nearer road to Albemarle old court- 
houſe which had _ long diſuſed and was much embar- / 
ralled. To the ſurpriſe of Lord Cornwallis, the Marquis June 18, 
fixed himſelf the next day between the Britiſh army and the 
American ſtores. Lord Cornwallis, finding his ſchemes 
fruſtrated fell back to Richmond. About this time the 
Marquis's army was reinforced by Steuben's troops, and 
militia from the parts adjacent. He followed Lord 
wallis, and had the addreſs to impreſs him with an 
dea that the American army was much greater than it really 
was. His Lordſhip therefore retreated to Williamſburg. June 26. 
The dap after the main body of the Britiſh army arrived 
there, their rear was attacked by an American light corps 
under Colonel Butler and ſuſtained a conſiderable Ds. 
About the time Lord Cornwallis reached Williamſburg 
he received intelligence from New-York, ſetting farth the 
danger to which the royal army in that city was expoſed 
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from a combined attack, that was ſaid to be threatened by 
the French and Americans. Sir Henry Clinton therefore 
required a detachment from” Earl Cornwallis, if he was not 


engaged in any important enterpriſe, and recommended to 
him a healthy ſtation, with an ample defenſive force, till 
the danger of New-York was diſperſed. ' Lord Cornwallis 
thinking it expedient to comply with this requilition, and 
judging that his command afterwards would not be adequate 
to maintain his preſent poſition at Williamſburg, determin- 
ed to retire to Partfmourk, For the execution of this pro- 
ject, it was neceſſary to croſs James-river. The Marquis 
de la Fayette, conceiving this to be a favourable opportu- 
nity for acting offenſively, advanced on the Britiſn. Ge. 
neral Wayne relying on the information of a countryman, 
that the main body of the Britiſh had croſſed James-river, 
puſhed forwards with about 800 light troops to haxraſs their 
rear, Contrary to his expectations, he found the whole 
Britiſh army Mob up ready to oppoſe him. He inftantly 
conceived that the beſt mode of extricating himſelf from 
his perilous ſituation would be, to aſſume a bold counte- 
nance, and engage his adverſaries before he attempted to 
retreat, He therefore preſſed on for ſome time, and urged 
an attack with ſpirit before he fell back. Lord Cornwallis, 
rf ſuſpecting an ambuſcade, did not purſue. By this 

Id manceuvre Wayne got off but with little Joſs. _ 

In the courſe of theſe various movements, the Britiſh 
were joined by few of the inhabitants, and ſcarcely by any 
of the natives. The Virginians for the moſt part either 
weg. the Americans, or what was much more common, 

ept out of the way of the Britiſh. To purchaſe ſafety by 
ſubmiſſion was the policy of very few, and theſe were for 
the moſt part natives of Britain. After Earl Cornwallis 
had croſſed James-river, he marched for Portſmouth. He 
had previoufly taken the neceſſary ſteps for complying with 
the requiſition of Sir Henry Clinton, to fend a part of his 
command to New-York. But before they ſailed, an ex- 


preſs arrived from Sir Henry Clinton with a letter, expreſ- 


ling his preference of Williamſburgh to Portſmouth for the 
reſidence of the army, and his deſire that Old-Point-Com- 
fort or Hampton road ſhould be ſecured as a ſtation for line 
of battle ſhips. The commander in chief, at the fame time, 
allowed his lordſhip to detain any part or the whole of the 
forces under his command, for completing this ſervice. On 

| examination, 
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examination, Hampton road was not proved of as a ſta- 178 
tion for the nayy. It being a principal object of the cam 
paign to fix on a ſtrong permanent poſt or place of arms in 


the Cheſapeak for the ſecurity of both the army and navy, 
and Portſmouth and Hampton- road having both been pro- 
nounced unfit. for that purpoſe, York-Town, and Glouceſ- 
ter Points were conſidered as moſt likely to acpord with 
the views of the royal commanders. Portſmouth was there- 
fore evacuated, and its garriſon transferred to York-Town, 
Lord Cornwallis avail himſelf of Sir Henry Clinton's 
permiſſion to retain the whole foree under his command, 
and impreſſed with the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing a ſtrong 


place of arms in the Cheſapeak, applied himſelf with in- 


duſtry to fortify his new poſts, ſo as to render them tenable 
by his preſent army, amounting to 5000 men, againſt any 
force that he ſuppoſed likely to be brought againſt them. 
At this period the officers of the Britiſh navy expected 
that their fleet in the Weſt-Indies would join them, and 
that ſolid operations in Virginia would in a ſhort time re- 
commence with increaſed vigor. * 
While they were indulging theſe hopes Count de Graſſe 


with a French fleet of 28 ſail of the line from the Weſt- Aug, 30. 


Indies entered the Cheſapeak, and about the ſame time in- 
telligence arrived, that the French and American armies 
which had been lately ſtationed in the more northern States, 
were advancing towards Virginia, Count de Graſſe, with- 
out loſs of time, blocked up York-river with three large 
ſhips and ſome frigates, and moored the principal part of 
his fleet in Lynhaven-bay. Three thouſand two hundred 
French troops, brought in this fleet from the Weſt-Indies, 
commanded by the Marquis de St. Simon, were diſembark- 
ed and ſoon after formed a junction with the continental 
troops under the Marquis de la Fayette, and the whole took 
poſt at Williamſburg. An attack on this force was intend- 
ed, but before all the arrangements ſubſervient to its exe- 
cution were fixed upon, letters of an early date i; Septemæ 
ber were received by Lord Cornwallis from Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, announcing that he would do his utmoſt to reinforce 
the royal army in Cheſapeak, or make every diverſion in his 
power, and that Admiral Digby was hourly expected on 
the coaſt. On the receipt of this ne yence Earl Corn- 
wallis, not thinking himſelf juſtified in hazarding an en- 
gagement, abandoned the reſolution of attacking the con: 
bine 
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1781. bined. force of Fayette and St. Simon. It is the province 
— of hiſtory to relate what has happened, and not to indulge 
conjeCtures in the boundleſs field of contingencies ; other. 
wiſe it might be added that Earl Cornwallis, by this change 
of opinion, loft a favourable opportunity of extricating him- 
ſelf from a combination of hoſtile ores which by farther 


concentration ſoon became irreſiſtible. On the other hand 
if an attack had been made, and that had proved unſucceſſ- 
ful, he would have been charged with raſhneſs in not wait- 
ing for the promiſed co-operation. On the ſame uncertain 
ground of conjecturing what ought. to have been done, it 
might be ſaid that the knowledge Earl Cornwallis had of 
blic affairs would have juſtified him in abandoning York- 

in order to return to South- Carolina. It ſeems ag 
though this would have been his wiſeſt plan; but either 
from an opinion that his inſtructions to ſtand his ground 
were poſitive, or that effectual relief was probable, his 
lordſhip thought proper to riſque every thing on the iſſue of 
a ſiege. An attempt was made to burn or diſlodge the 
French ſhips in the river, but none to evacuate his poſts at 
this early period, when that meaſure was practicable. | 
Admiral Graves with 20 fail of the line, made an effort 
for the relief of Lord Cornwallis, but without effecting his 
urpoſe. When he appeared off the capes of Virginia, 
de Graſſe went out to meet him, and an indeciſive en- 
gagement took place. The Britiſh were willing to renew 
the action; but de Graſſe for good reaſons declined it. His 
chief object in coming out of the capes was to cover a 
French fleet of eight line of battle ſhips, which was ex- 
pected from Rhode-Iſland. In conformity to a preconcert- 
ed plan, Count de Barras commander of this fleet, had fail- 
ed for the Cheſapeak, about the time de Graſſe failed from 
the Weſt-Indies for the ſame place. To avoid the Britiſh 
fleet, he had taken a circuit by Bermuda. For fear that 
the Britiſh fleet might intercept him on his approach to the 
capes of Virginia; de Grafls came out to be at hand for 
his protection. While Greaves and de Graſſe were man- 
ceuvering near the mouth of the Che „Count de 
Barras paſſed the former in the night, and got within the 
capes of Virginia. This gave the fleet of his moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty a decided ſuperiority. Admiral Graves ſoon 
took his departure, and M. de Graſſe re- entered the Che- 
ſapeak. All this time conformably to the well 2 
plan 
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plan of the campaign, the French and the American forces 1781. 
were paſſing through the middle States on their way to Wop 


York-town. To underſtand their proper connexion, the 
= events ſhortly to be deſcribed, it-is neceflary to go 
back and trace the remote cauſes which brought on this 
grand combination of fleets and armies which put a period 
to the war. | , | 
The fall of Charleſtown in May 1780, and the complete 
rout of the American ſouthern army in Auguft following, 
together with the increaſing inability of the Americans to 
carry on the war, gave a ferious alarm to the friends of in- 
dependence, -In this low ebb of their affairs, a pathetic 
ſtatement of their diſtreſſes was made to their illuſtrious 
ally the King of France. To give greater efficacy to their 
ſolicitations, Congreſs appointed Lieutenant-Colonel John 
Laurens their ſpecial miniſter, and directed him after re- 
pairing to the court of Verſailles, to urge the neceſſity of 
ſpeedy and effectual fuccour, and in particular to ſolicit for 
a loan of money, and the co-operation of a French fleet, in 
attempting ſome important enterpriſe againſt the common 
enemy. His great abilities as an officer, had been often 
diſplayed ; but on this occaſion, theduperior talents of the 
ſtateſman and negociator were called forth into ad ion. 
Animated as he was with the ardour of the warmeſt patrio- 
tiſm, and feeling moſt ſenſibly for the diſtreſſes of his coun- 
try, his whole ſoul was exerted to intereſt the court of 
France in giving a vigorous aid to their allies. His engag- 
ing manners and infinuating addreſs, procured a favourable 
reception to his repreſentations. He won the hearts of 
thoſe who were at the helm of public affairs, and inflamed 
them with zeal to affiſt a country whoſe cauſe was fo ably 
pleaded, and whoſe ſufferings were ſo pathetically repreſent- 
ed. At this criſis his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty gave his 
American allies, a ſubſidy of ſix millions of livres, and be- 
came their ſecurity for ten millions more borrowed for their 
uſe in the United Netherlands. A naval co-operation was 
promiſed and a conjunct expedition againſt their common 
foes was projected. , | 

The American war was now ſo far involved in the con- 
ſequences of naval operations, that a ſuperior French fleet, 
ſeemed to be the only hinge on which it was likely ſoon to 
take a favourable turn, The Britiſh army being parcelled 
in the different-ſea'ports of the United States, any diviſion 
of it blocked up by a French fleet, could not long reſiſt the 
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ſuperior combined foret, which might be brought to ope. 
rate againſt it. The Marquis de Caſtries who directed the 
marine of France, with great preciſion calculated the naval 
force, which the Britiſh could concentre on the coaſt of the 
United States, and diſpoſed his own; in ſuch a manner as 
enſured him a ſuperiority, In conformity to theſe princi- 
ples, and in ſubſerviency to the deſign of the campaign, M, 
de Graſſe failed in March 1781, from Breſt with 25 fail of 
the line, ſeveral thouſand land forces, and a large convoy 
amounting to more than 200 ſhips. A ſmall part of this 
force was deſtined for the Eaſt-Indies, but M. de Graſſe 
with the greater part ſailed for Martinique. The Britiſh 
fleet then in the Weſt-Indies, had been preyiouſly weaken- 
ed by the departure of a ſquadron for the protection of the 
ſhips, which were employed in carrying to England the 
booty which had been taken at St, Euſtatius. 'The Britiſh 
Admirals Hood and: Drake, were detached to intercept the 
outward bound French fleet commanded by M. de Craſſe 
but a junction between his force and eight ſhips of the line 
and one of 50 guns, which were previouſly at Martinique 
and St. Domingo, was nevertheleſs effected. By this com- 
bination of freſh ſhips from Europe, with the French fleet 
previouſly in the Weſt-Indies, they had a decided ſuperio- 
+ de Graſſe having finiſhed his buſineſs in the 
eſt-Jndies, failed in the beginning of Auguſt with a pro- 
digious convoy. After ſeeing this out of danger he directed 
his courſe for the Cheſapeak, and arrived there as has been 
related on the thirtieth of the ſame month. Five days be- 
fore his arrival in the Cheſapeak, the French fleet in Rhode- 
Iſland failed for the ſame place. Theſe fleets notwithſtand- 
ing their original diſtance from the ſcene of action and from 
each other, coincided in their operations in an extragrdi- 
nary manner, far beyond the reach of military circulation, 
They all tended to one object and at one and the ſame time, 
and that object was neither known nor ſuſpected by the 
Britiſh, till the proper ſeaſon for counter- action weg elapſed, 
This co-incidence of fayourable circumſtances, extended 
to the marches of the French and American land forces, 
The plan of operations had been ſo well digeſted, and was 
ſo faithfully executed by the different commanders, that 
General Waſhington and Count Rochambeau, had paſſed 
the Britiſh head quarters in New-York, and were conſide- 
rably advanced in their way to York-town, before Count 
| 75 8 de Graſſe 
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de Grafſe had reached the American coaſt. This was ef- 1781. 
fected in the following manner, Monſr. de Barras appoint w=rnw 
ed to the command of the French ſquadron at Newport, May 6. 


arrived at Boſton with "diſpatches for Count de Rocham- 
beau. An interview ſoon after took place at Weathersfield, 
between General Waſhington, Knox and du Portail on the 

of the Americans, and; Count de Rochambeau and the 
Chevalier Chaſtelleux, on the part of the French, At this 


interview, an eventual plan of the whole campaign was fin- 


ed. This was to lay ſiege to New-Y ork in concert with a 
French fleet, which was to arrive on the coaſt in the month 
of Auguſt. It was agreed that the French troops ſhould 
march towards the North-river. Letters were addreſſed by 
General Waſhington to the executive officers of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut and New-Jerſey, 
requiring them to fill up their battalions, and to have their 
quotas 6200 militia in readineſs within a week of the time 
they might be called for, Conformably to theſe outlines of 
the campaign, the French troops marched from Rhode- 
Iſland in June, and early in the following month joined the 


American army. About the time this junction took place, 


General Waſhington marched his army from their winter 
encampment near Peeks-kill, to the vicinity of Kingſbridge. 
General Lincoln fell down the North-river with a detach- 
ment in boats, and took poſſeſſion of the ground where fort 
Independence formerly ſtood. An attack was made upon 
him but was ſoon diſcontinued. The Britiſh about this 
time, retired with almoſt the whole of their force to York- 
Hand: © General Waſhington hoped to be able to com- 
mence operations againſt New- Vork, about the middle, or 
at fartheſt the latter end of July. Flat bottomed boats ſuf- 
ficient to tranſport 5600 men were built near Albany, and 
brought down Hudſon's river to the neighbourhood of the 
American army before New-York. Ovens were erected 
oppoſite to Staten-Iſland, for the uſe of the French troops, 
Every movement was made which was introductory to the 


commencement of the ſiege. It was not a little mortifyi 


to General Waſhington, to find himſelf on the'2d of Au- 


guſt to be only a few hundreds ſtronger, than he was on the 


day his army firſt moved from their winter quarters. To 
have fixed on a plan of operations, with a foreign officer at 
the head of a reſpectable force: To have brought that 


force from a conſiderable diſtance, in confident expectation 
| of 
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1781, of reinforcements ſufficiently, large to commence effective 

operations againſt the common enemy, and at the ſame time 

to have engagements in behalf of the ſtate violated in dire& 

oppoſition to their own intereſt, and in a manner deroga- 

tory to his | perſonal honor, was enough to have excited 

ſtorms and tempeſts, in any. mind Jefs calm than that of 

General Waſhington. He bage this hard trial with his 

uſual magnanimity, and contented himſelf with repeating 

his requiſitions to the fates, and at the ſame time urged 

them by every tie, to enable him to fulfil engagements en- 

tered into on their account, with the commander of the 
French troops, | | . 

That tardineſs of the ſtates, which at other times had 

brought them near the brink of ruin, was now the accidental 

cauſe of real ſervice. Had they ſent forward their recruits 

for the regular army, and their quotas of militia ag was ex- 

ected, the ſiege of New-York would have commenced, 

in the latter end of July, or early in Auguſt. While the 

ſeaſon was waſting away in expectation of theſe reinforce- 

ments, Lard Cornwallis as has been mentioned, fixed him- 

ſelf near the capes of Virginia. His ſituation there, the 

arrival of a reinforcement of 3000 Germans from Europe 

to New-York, the ſuperior ſtrength of that garriſon, the 

failure of the ſtates in filling up their battalions and embo- 

dying their militia, and eſpecially recent intelligence from 

Count de Graſſe, that his deſtination was fixed to the Che- 

Aug. 15. fapeak, concurred about the middle of Auguſt, to make a 

cd8otal change of the plan of the campaign, 

The appearance of an intention to attack New-Y ork 

24. was nevertheleſs kept up. While this deception was play- 

ed off, the allied army eroſſed the North river, and paſled 

on by the way of Philadelphia, to York-town. An attempt 

to reduce the Britiſh farce in Virginia promiſed ſucceſs 

with more expedition, and to ſecure an object of nearly 

equal importance as the reduction of New-York. No one 

can undertake to ſay what would have been the conſe- 

quence, if the allied forces had perſevered in their original 

plan; but it is evident from the event, that no ſucceſs could 

have been greater, or more conducive to the eſtabliſhment 

of their ſchemes, than what reſulted from their operations 

in Virginja. _ . 

While the attack of New-York was in ſerious contem- 

plation, a letter from General Waſhington, detailing the 

particulars of the intended operations of the campaign, be- 

ing 
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ing intercepted, fell into, the hands of Sir Henry Clinton; 1781. 


Aſtet the plan was changed, the royal commander was ſo 
much under the impreſſion of the intelligence contained in 
the intercepted letter, that he believed every movement to- 
wards Virginia to be a feint, calculated to draw off his at- 
tention from the defence of New-York. - Under the influ- 
ence of this opinion he bent his whole force to ſtrengthen 
that poſt, and ſuffered the French and American armies to 
paſs him without any moleſtation. When the beſt oppor- 


tunity of ſtriking at them was . elapſed, then for the firſt 


time he was brought to believe that the allies had fixed on 


truth may be made to anſwer the purpoſes of deception, ſo 
no feint of attacking New-York, could have been more 
ſucceſsful than the real intention. „22005 


In the latter end of Auguſt the, American army began Aug. 24. 


their march to Virginia, from the neighbourhood of New- 


Vork. General Waſhington had advanced as far as Cheſ- 


ter, before he received the news of the arrival of the fleet, 
commanded by Monſieur de Graſſe. The French troops 
marched at the ſame time, and for the ſame place. In the 
courſe of this ſummer they paſſed through all the extenſive 
ſettlements which lie between Newport and Vork- town. 


It ſeldom, if ever happened before, that an army led through 


a foreign country, at ſo great a diſtance from their own, 
among a people of different principles, cuſtoms, language, 
and religion, behaved with fo much regularity. ' Ia their 
march to York-town they had to paſs through 500 miles of 
a country abounding in fruit, and at a time when the moſt 


delicious productions of nature, growing on and near the 


public highways, preſented both opportunity and temptation 
to gratify their appetites: . Yet ſo complete was their diſ- 
cipline, that in this long march, ſcarce an inſtance could be 
produced of a peach or an apple being taken, without the 


"conſent of the inhabitants. General Waſhington and Count 
Rochambeau reached Williamſburg on the 14th of Sep- Sept. 14. 
tember. They with Generals Chaſtelleux, Du Portail, and 


Knox proceeded to viſit Count de Graſſe on board his ſhip 
the Ville de Paris, and agreed on a plan of operations. 
The Count afterwards wrote to Waſhington, that in caſe 
a Britiſh” fleet appeared, . he conceived that he ought to 
go out and meet them at ſea, inſtead of riſquing an engage- 


ment in a confined ſituation. This alarmed the General. 


* 


Virginia, for the theatre of their combined operations. As 


He 
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1781. He ſent the Marquis de Ia Fayette, with à letter to diſſuade 
Www 2 him from the dangerous meaſure. This letter and the per- 
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ſuaſions of the Marquis had the deſired effect. 
The combined forces proceeded on their way to Vork- 
town, partly by land, and partly down the Cheſapeak. The 
whole, together with a body ef Virginia militia, under the 
command of General Nelſon, amounting in the aggregate 
to 12, oo men, rende zvouſed at Williamſburg on the 25th 
of September, and in five days after, moved down to the 
inveſtiture of York-town. The French fleet at the ſame 
time moved to the mouth of York-river, and took a poſi- 
tion which was calculated to prevent Lord Cornwallis, ei- 
ther from retreating, or receiving ſuccour by water. Previ- 
ouſly to the march from Williamſburg to York-town, 
Waſhington gave out in general orders as follows“ If 
the enemy ſhould be gtempted to meet the army on its 
march, the General particularly enjoins the troops to place 
their principal reliance on the bayonet, that they may prove 
the vanity of the boaſt, which the 'Britiſh make of their pe- 
culiar proweſs, in deciding; battles with that weapon,” 
The combined army halted in the evening, about two 
miles from Vork-town, and lay on their arms all night. 
On the next day Colonel Scammell, an officer of uncom- 
mon merit, and of the moſt amiable manners, in approach- 
ing the outer works of the Britiſh, was mortally: wounded 
and taken priſoner. About this time Earl Cornwallis re- 
ceived a letter from Sir Henry Clinton, announcing the ar- 
rival of Admiral Digby with three ſhips of the line from 
Europe, and the determination of the General and flag offi- 
cers in New-York to embark:5000 men in a fleet which 
would probably fail on the 5th of October — that this fleet 
conſiſted of 23 ſail of the line, and that joint exertions of 
the navy and army would be made for his relief. On the 
night after the receipt of this intelligence, Earl: Cornwallis 
quitted bis outward poſition, and retired to one more 
inward, = VL | * Pack- 
The works erected for the ſecurity of York-town on the 
right, were redoubts and batteries, with a line of ſtockade 
in the rear. A marſhy ravine lay in front of the right, 
over which was placed a large redoubt. The morals ex- 
tended along the centre, which was defended by a line of 
ſtockade, and by batteries: On the left of the center was a 
hornwork with a ditch, a row of fraize and an _ 
wo 
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Two redonbts were advanced before che left. The com- 1981. 
bined'forces advanced and took poſſeſſion of the ground www 
from which the Britiſh had retired. About this time the $ 
egion cavalry and mounted infantry, paſſed over the river 
to Glouceſter, 'Genetal'de Choiſy inveſted the Britiſh poſt 
on that fide fo fully; as to cut off all communication be- 
tween it and the i= In the mean time the royal ar- 
my was ftraining every 'tterve to ſtrengthen their works and ES 
their artillery was conſtantly employed in impeding the ope- 
rations of the combined army. On the gth- and 10th of A 
October, the French and Americans opened their batteries, i 
They kept up a briſk and well directed fire from heavy 
tannon, from mortars and howitzers. The ſhells of the 
beſiegers reached the ſhips in the harbour, and the Charon 
of 44 guns and a tranſport ſhip were burned. On the roth 
a meſſenger arrived with a diſpatch from Sir Henry Clinton 
to Earl Cornwallis, dated on the 3oth of September, which 
ſtated various circumſtances tending to leſſen the probabilizy 
of relief being obtained, by a direct movement from New- 
York. Earl Cornwallis was *t this junQure adviſed to 
evacuate Y ork-town,. and after paſſing over to Glouceſter, | 
to force his way into the country.” Whether this move- | 
ment would have been ſucceſsful, no one can with certainty * | | 
pronounce, but it could not have produced any conſequences - | 
more injurious to the royal intereſt, than _ thoſe which re- ' 
ſulted from declining, the attempt. On the other hand had 
this movement been made, and the royal army been defeated 
or captured in the interior country, and in the mean time 
bad Sir Henry Clinton with the promiſed relief, reached - 
.York-town, the precipitancy of the noble Earl, would have 
been perhaps more the ſubject of -cenſure, than his reſolu- 
tion of ſtanding his ground and reſiſting to the laſt extre- 
mity. From this uncertain ground of conjectures, I pro- 
ceed to relate real events. The beſiegers commenced their 
ſecond parallel 200 yards from the works of the beſieged. 5 
Two redoubts which were advanced on the left of the Bri. | 1 
tiſh, greatly impeded the progreſs of the combined armies. ll 
It was therefore propoſed to carry them by ſtorm. To ex- , 
cite a ſpirit of emulation, the reduction of the one was com- | 
' mitted to the French, of the other to the Americans, and I 
both marched to the aſſault with unloaded arms. The f 
Americans having paſſed the abbatis and paliſades, they at- 1 
tacked on all ſides, and carried the redoubt in a few mi- | 
Nutes 
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1781. nutes with the loſs of 8 killed and aß wounded. .; Licute- 


nannt Colonel e took the commanding of- 


Oct. 16. 


ficer priſoner. His humanity and that of his rn 10 


overcame their reſentments that they. ſpared the Britiſh 
though they were charged when they went to the afl 


;to 
AS Ray Fat peo ve (the recent mallacres. at which 


place ſhall be hereafter related) and to retaliate by. putting 


the men in the redoubt. to the ſword. Being aſked why 
they had diſobeyed orders by bringing them off as priſoners, 
they anſwered, < We could not put them to death, when 
they begged for their. lives.“ About five of the Britiſh 
were killed and the reſt were captured. Colonel Hamilton 
vyho conducted the entetpriſe, in his report to the Marquis 
de la Fayette mentioned to the honor of his detachment, 
« that incapable of imitating examples of barbarity, and 
forgetting recent proyocations, they, ſpared every man who 


* 


ceaſed to reſiſt,” “ | 1 
Ihe French were equally ſucceſsful on their part. Th 
carried the redoubt akgned to them with rapidity, but! 
a conſiderable number of men. Theſe two redoubts were 
included in the ſecond parallel, and facilitated the ſubſc- 
quent operations of — —. The Britiſh could not 
with propriety riſque repeated ſallies. One was projected 
at this time conſiſting of loo men, commanded by Lieute- 
nant Colonel Abercrombie. He proceeded. fo 4 as to 
force two redoubts, and to ſpike eleven pieces of cannon. 


Though the officers and ſoldiers diſplayed great bravery in 


* 


66 


— 


this enterpriſe, yet their ſucceſs produced no eſſential adyan- 


tage. The cannon were ſoon unſpiked and rendered fit for 
ſervice. | | 


By this time the batteries of the beſiegers were covered 


with nearly a hundred pieces of heavy ordnance, and the 


Works of the N were ſo damaged, that they could 


ſcarcely ſhew a ſingle gun. Lord Cornwallis had now no 
hope left but from offering terms of capitulation or attempt- 
ing,an eſcape. He determined on the-latter, This though 
leſs practicable than when firſt propoſed, was not altogether 


| hopeleſs. Boats were prepared to receive the troops in the 


night, and to tranſport them to Glouceſter- point. After 


one whole embarkation had croſſed, a violent ſtorm of wind 


and rain diſperſed the boats employed on this buſineſs, and 


. fruſtrated the whole ſcheme. The royal army, thus weak- 


ened by diviſion, was expoſed to increaſed danger. 


Orders 
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laſt hope of 'the Britiſh army expired. Longer reſiſtance 
could anfwer no Res purpoſe, and might occaſion the loſs 
of many valuable lives. Lord Cornwallis therefore wrote a 
letter to General Waſhington, requeſting a ceſſation of 
arms for 24 hours, and that commiſfioners might be appoint- 
ed to digeſt terms of capitulation. It is remarkable while 
Lieutenant Colonel Laurens, the officer employed by Ge- 
neral Waſhington on this occaſion, was drawing up theſe 
articles, that his father was cloſgly confined in the tower of 
London, of which Earl Cornwallis was conftable. By this 
fingular combination of circumſtances, his lordſhip became 
a priſoner, to the fon of his own priſoner. _ 
The poſts of York and Glouceſter were ſurrendered by a 
capitulation, the principal articles of which were as fol- 
lows : The troops to be priſoners of war to Congreſs, and 
the naval force to France. The officers to retain their ſide- 
arms and private property of every kind; but all property, 
dbviouſly belonging to the inhabitants of the United States, 
to be ſubject to be reclaimed, The ſoldiets to be kept in 
Virginia, Maryland and Pennfylvania, and to be ſupplied 
with the ſame rations, as are allowed to ſoldiers in the 
ſervice of "Congreſs, A proportion of the officers to 
march into the country with the priſoners ; the reſt to be 


allowed to proceed on parole to Europe, to New- Vork, or- 


to other American maritime poſt in 1 of the 
Britiſh. The honour of marching out with colours flying, 
which had been refuſed to General Lincoln on his givin 
up Charleſtown, was now refuſed to Earl Cornwallis ; 1010 
Jeneral Lincoln was appointed to receive the ſubmiſſion of 
the royal army at Vork- town, preciſely in the ſame wa 
his own had been conducted, about 18 months before. Lord 
Cornwallis endeavoured to obtain permiffton for the Britiſh 
and German troops to return to their reſpective countries, 
under no other reſtrictions than an engagement not to ſerve 
apainſt France or America. He alſo tried to obtain an. in- 
demnity for thoſe of the inhabitants who had joined him; 
but he was obliged to recede from the former, and alſo to 
conſent that the loyaliſts in his camp ſhould be given up, to 


the unconditional merey of their countrymen. His lord- 


ſhip nevertheleſs obtained permiſſion for the Bonetta ſloop 
of war to paſs unexamined to New-York. This gave an 
Vol. II. O o opportunity 


36t 
Orders were ſent to thoſe who had paſſed, to te-croſs the 178 r. 
river to Vork- town. With the failure of this ſcheme td 
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1781. opportunity of ſcreening ſuch of them; as were moſt ob- 
I noxious to the Americans. 


'The regular troops of France and America, employed 
in this ſiege, conſiſted of about 7000 of the former; and 
5500 of the latter; and they were aſſiſted by about 4000 
militia» On the part of the combined army about 300 were 
killed or wounded. On the part of the Britiſh about 500; 
and 70 were taken in the redoubts, which were carried by 
aſſault on the 14th of October. The troops of every kind 
that ſurrendered priſoners of war exceeded 7000 men, but 
ſo great was the number pf ſick and wounded, that there 
were only 3800 capable of bearing arms. The French and 
American engineers and artillery, merited and received 
the higheſt applauſe. Brigadiers General Du Portail and 
Knox were both promoted to the rank of Major-Generals, 
on account of their meritorious ſervices. Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Gouvion and Captain Rochefontaine of the corps of 
engineers, reſpeQively received brevets, the former to the 
rank of a Colonel, and the latter to the rank of a Major. 


_ Congreſs honoured General Waſhington, Count de Ro- 


chambeau, Count de Graſſe and the officers of the different 
corps, and the men under them, with thanks for their ſer- 
vices in the reduction of Lord Cornwallis. The whole 


project was conceived with profound wiſdom, and the inci- 
dents of it had been combined with-fingular propriety. It 
is not therefore wonderful, that from the remarkable co- 


incidence in all its parts, it was crowned with unvaried 
ſucceſs. On i | 
A Britiſh fleet and an army of 1000 men, deſtined for 
the relief of Lord Cornwallis, arrived off the Cheſapeak on 
the 34th of October; but on receiving advice of his Lord- 


ſhip's ſurrender, they returned to Sandy-hook, and New-. 
Vork. Such was the fate of that General, from whoſe gal- 


lantry and previous ſucceſſes the ſpeedy conqueſts of the 
ſouthern States had been ſo confidently expected. No event 
during the war bid fairer for overſetting the independence 


of at leaſt a part of the confederacy, than his complete vic- 


tory at Camden; but by the conſequences of that action, 
his lordſhip became the occaſion of rendering that a revo- 
lution, which from his previous ſucceſs was in danger of 


terminating as a rebellion. The loſs of his army may be 
conſidered as the cloſing ſcene of the continental war in 


North America. 
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The troops under the command of Lord Cornwallis had 158 1 
waſte and ruin over the face of all the country for — 
four hundred miles on the ſea-coaſt, and for two hundred © 
miles to the weſt- ward. Their marches from Charleſtown 
to Camden, from Camden to the river Dan, from the Dan 
through North-Carolina to Wilmington, from Wilmington 
to-Peterſburg and from Peterſburg through many parts of 
Virginia, till they finally ſettled in York-town, made a 
rout of more than eleven hundred miles. Every place 
through which they paſſed in theſe various marches, expe- 
rienced the effects of their rapacity. Their numbers ena- 
bled them to go whitherſoever they pleaſed, their rage for 
plunder diſpoſed them to take whatever they had the means 
of removing, and their animoſity to the Americans led them 
often to the wanton deſtruction of what they could neither 
uſe nor carry off. By their means thouſands had been in- 
volved in diſtreſs. I he reduction of ſuch an army occafi- 
oned unuſual tranſports of joy, in the breaſts of the whole 
body of the people. Well authenticated teſtimony aſſerts 
that the nerves of ſome were ſo agitated, as to produce con- 
vulſions, and that at leaſt one man expired under the tide: 
of pleaſure which flowed in upon him when informed of 
his lordſhip's ſurrender *®. The people throughout the 
United States diſplayed a ſocial triumph and exultation, 
which no private proſperity is ever able fully to inſpire. 
General Waſhington, on the day after the ſurrender, qr- , 
dered . that thoſe who were under arreſt ſhould be | 
ed and ſet at liberty.” His orders cloſed as follows, Di- 
vine Service ſhall be performed to-morrow in the different 
brigades and diviſions. The commander in chief recom- 
mends, that all the troops that are not upon duty do aſſiſt at 
it with a ſerious deportment, and that ſenſibility of heart 
which the recollection of the ſurpriſing and particularly in- 
terpoſition of Providence in our favour claims.“ Congreſs 
on receiving the official account of the great events, which 
had taken * at Vork- town, reſalved to go in proceſſi- Sept. 6. . 
on to church and return public thanks to Almighty God for 
the advantages they had gained. They alſo iſſued a procla- 
mation for © religiouſly obſerving through the United 
States the 13th of December as a day of thankſgiving and 
prayer.” The ſingularly intereſting event of captivating: 


*The door keeper of Congreſs an aged man died ſuddenty, immedi- 
ately after hearing of the capture of Lord Cornwallis's army, This death- 
was univerſally aſcribed to a violent emotion of political joy. 
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a ſecond royal army, produced ftrong emotions, which broke 
out in all the variety of with which the moſt raptu- 
rous joy uſually diſplays ſelf | [1208 
While the combined armies were advancing to the ſiege 
of York-town, an excurſion was made from New- Vork, 
which was attended with no ſmall loſs to the Americans, 
General Arnold who had lately returned from Virginia, was 
appointed to conduct an expedition, the object of which, 
was the town of New- London in his native country. The 
troops employed therein, were landed in two detachments 
on each ſide of the harbour. The one was commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre and the other by General Arnold. 
The latter met with little oppofition, Fort Trumbull and a 
redoubt which was intended to cover the hatbour, not be- 
ing tenable were evacuated, and the men croſſed the river 
to Fort Griſwold on Groton-hill, This was furiouſly at- 
tacked by Lieutenant- Colonel Eyre: the .garriſon defended 
themſelves with great reſolution, but after a ſevere conflict 
of forty minutes, the fort was carried by the affailants. The 
Americans had not more than fix or ſeven men killed when 
the Britiſh carried their lines, but a ſevere execution took 
place afterwards, though refiftance had'ceaſed. An officer 
of the conquering troops enquired on his entering the Fort 
who commanded. Colonel Ledyard anſwered. “ I did, 
but you do now.” And preſented him his ſword. The 
Colonel was immediately run through the body and killed. 
Between 30 and 40 were wounded, and about 40 were car- 
ried off priſoners. On the fide of the Britiſh 48 were killed 
and 145 wounded: among the latter was Major Montgo- 
mery, and among the former was Colonel Eyre. About 
15 veſſels loaded with the effects of the inhabitants, retreat- 
ed up the river, and four others remained in the harbour 
unhurt, but all excepting theſe were burned by the commu- 
nication. of fire from the burning ſtores. Sixty dwellin 
houſes and 84 ſtores were reduced to afhes, and- the loſs 


; which the Americans ſuſtained by the deſtruction of naval 


ſtores, of proviſions and merchandiſe, was immenſe. Ge- 
neral Arnold having completed the object of the expedition, 
returned in eight days to New-York. The Americans loſt 
many valuable men, and much of their poſſeſſions by this 
incurſion, but the cauſe for which they contended was un-. 
injured. Expeditions which ſeemed to have no higher ob- 
ject than the deſtruction of property, alienated their affecti- 
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mentary impreſſion reſulting from them, produced ng laſt- 
ing intimidation. On the other hand, they excited a ſpiri 
= 8 againſt the authors of ſuch accumulated diſ- 
trelles. | | | 
The year 1781 terminated, in all parts of the United 
States in fayour of the Americans. -It began with weakneſs 
in Carolina, mutiny in New- Jerſey, and devaſtation in Vir- 
ginia z nevertheleſs in its cloſe, the Britiſh were confined 


to their ſtrong holds in or near New-York, Charleſtown 


and Savannah, and their whole army in Virginia was cap+ 
tured. N in the courſe of the year had acquited much 
plunder by which individuals were enriched, but their nation 
was in no reſpect benefitted, The whole campaign paſſed 
away on their part without one valuable conqueſt, or the 
acquiſition of any poſt or place, from which higher purpoſes 
were anſwered, than deſtroying public ſtores or diſtreſſing 
individuals, and enriching the officers and privates of their 
army and navy. The important ſervices rendered by France 


to the Americans, cemented the union of the two nations 
with additional ties. The orderly inoffenſive behaviour of 


the French troops in the United States, contraſted with the 
havoc of property made by the Britiſh in their marches an 
excurſions, was ſilently turning the current of popular eſ- 


teem in favour of the former, and working a revolution in 


the minds of the inhabitants, greatly conducive to the eſta- 
bliſhment of that which had taken place in the government, 
The property of the inhabitants, of Rhode - Iſland, received 
no damage of any account from the French troops, during 
their eleven months reſidence among them, The ſoldiers 
were rather a guard than a nuiſance : the citizens met with 
no interruption when proſecuting their lawful buſineſs, either 
by night or day, and were treated with every mark of at- 
tention and reſpect, While the progreſs of the Britiſh ar- 
my, in a circuitous march of 1100 miles from Charleſtown 
to York-town, was marked with rapine and deſolation; the 
march of the French troops from Rhode-Iſland to the ſame 
place, a diſtance nearly equal in a right line, was produc- 


tive of no inconvenience to the intermediate inhabitants. 


They were welcome gueſts wherever they came, for ex 
took nothing by fraud or force, but punctually paid for all 
they wanted with hard money. In a conteſt where the 


good 
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ons till, farther from Britiſh government, They were nat 1781. 
extenſive as to anſwer the ends of conqueſt, and the mo- 
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1781. good will of the people had fo powerful an influence on its 
＋＋＋ mal iſſue, ſuch oppoſite modes of conduct could not fail of 
producing their natural effects. The moderation and juſtice 
of the French, met with its reward in the general good will 
of the people, but the violence and rapine of the Britiſh, 
contributed among other things, to work the final over. 

throw of all their ſchemes in America. 
1781. On the laſt day of this year Henry Laurens was releaſed 
Dec. 31. from his long confinement in the tower of London. He 
had been committed there, as already related, on the 6th 
of October 1780, „On ſuſpicion of high treaſon,” after 
being examined in the preſence of Lord Stormont, Lord 
George Germaine, Lord Hillſborough Mr. Chamberlain, 
Mr. Juſtice Addington, and others. The commitment 
was accompanied with a warrant to the Lieutenant of the 
tower to receive and confine him. Their lordſhips orders 
were To confine him a cloſe priſoner ; to be locked up 
every night; to be in the cuſtody of two warders ; not to 
ſuffer him to be out of their ſight one moment, day or 
night; to allow him no liberty of ſpeaking to any perſon, 
nor to permit any perſon to peak to him ; to deprive him 
of the uſe of pen and ink ; to ſuffer no letter to be brought 
to him nor any to go from him.” Mr. Laurens was then 
55 years old, and ſeverely afflicted with the gout and other 
infirmities. In this ſituatiou he was conducted to apart- 
ments in the tower, and was ſhut up in two ſmall rooms 
which. together made about twenty feet ſquare, with a war- 
der for his conſtant companion, and a fixed bayonet under 
his window, without any friend to converſe with, and with- 
out any proſpect or even the means of correſpondence. Be- 
ing debarred the uſe of pen and ink, he procured pencils, 
which proved a uſeful ſubſtitute. After a month's confine- 
ment, he was permitted to walk on limited ground, but a 
warder with a ſword in his hand followed cloſe behind. 
This indulgence was occaſionally uſed for about three 
weeks, when Lord George Gordon, who was alfo a priſoner 
in the tower, unluckily met and aſked Mr. Laurens to walk 
with him. Mr. Laurens" declined the offer and inſtantly 
returned to his apartment. Governor Gore caught at this 
tranſgreſſion of orders, and locked him up for 37 days, 
though the attending warder exculpated him from all blame. 
At the end of that time the Governor relented ſo far, as to 
permit his priſoner to walk on the parade before the _ 
ut 
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that Mr. Laurens ſhould be permitted to walk out, and this 
exerciſe was in conſequence thereof reſumed, after an inter- 
miſſion of two months and a half. | 
About this time an old friend and mercantile correſpond- 
ent, having ſolicited the Secretaries of State for Mr. Lau- 


lowing meſſage: Their lordſhips fay, if you will point 
out any thing for the benefit of Great Britain, in the pre- 
ſent diſpute with the Colonies, you ſhall be enlarged.” 
This propoſition filled him with bes, and provoked 
a ſharp reply, part of which was in the following words: 


« I perceive from the meſſage you ſent me, that if I were 


a raſcal I might preſently get out of the tower, but I am 
not. You have pledged our word and fortune for my in- 

rity. I will never diſhonour you nor myſelf, can 
foreſee what will come to paſs, happen to me what may. I 
fear no poſſible conſequences.” | 


The ſame friend ſoon after viſited Mr. Laurens, and be- March 7. 0 


ing left alone with him addreſſed him as follows, « I con- 
verſe with you this morning, not particularly as your friend, 
but as the friend of Great Britain. I have certain propoſi- 
tions to make, for obtaining your liberty, which I adviſe 
you ſhould take time to conſider. Mr. Laurens deſired 
to know what they were, and added That an honeſt 
man required no time to give an anſwer, in a cauſe when 
his honour was concerned ;”. If,” ſaid he, “ the Secreta- 
ries of State will enlarge me upon parole, I will ſtrictly 
conform to my engagement to do nothing directly or indi- 
rely to the hurt of the kingdom, I will return to Ame- 
rica, or remain in any part of England which may be aſ- 
figned, and ſurrender pyſelf when demanded.” It was an- 
ſwered “ No, Sir, you muſt ſtay in London among your 
friends : the miniſters will often have occaſion to ſend for 
and conſult you : you can write two or three lines to the 
miniſters, and barely ſay ypu are ſorry for what is paſt: a 
pardon will be granted: every man has been wrong, at 
ſome time or other of his life, and ſhould not be aſhamed 
to acknowledge it.” Mr. Laurens replied « I will neyer 
ſubſcribe to my own infamy, and to the diſhonour of my 
children,” He was then told of long and painful confine- 

. | | ment, 
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but this favour, as coming from him, was refuſed. Gene- 1781. 
ral Vernon, on hearing of what had paſſed, gave orders Www 


rens's enlargement on parole, and having offered his whole . ; 


fortune as ſecurity for his conduct, ſent him the fol- 
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1781. ment, and hints were thrown out of the poſſible: conſe. 


Mar. 14. 


quences of his refuſal: to which he replied “ 1 am afraid 
of no conſequences but ſuch as would flow from diſh. 
nourable acts.“ | a 
In about a week after this interview, Major General 
James Grant, who had long been acquainted with Mr. 
Laurens, and had ſerved with him near twenty years before 
on an expedition againſt the Cherokee Indians, viſited him 
in the tower, and talked much of the inconvemencies of his 
ſituation, and then addreſſed him thus, Colonel Laurens, 
I have brought paper and pencil to take down any propo- 
fitions you have to make to adminiſtration, and I will deli. 
ver them mylelf,” Mr. Laurens replied, „1 have pencil 
and paper, but not one propoſition, beyond repeating a re- 
queſt to be enlarged on parole. I had well wei what 
conſequences might follow before I entered into the preſent 
diſpute. I took the path of juſtice and honour, and no per- 
ſonal evils can cauſe me to ſhrink.” 
About this time Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens, the 
eldeſt ſon of Henry Laurens arrived in France, as the ſpe- 


cial miniſter of Congreſs, The father was requeſted to 


write to the ſon to withdraw him from the court of France, 
and aſſurances were given that it would operate in his fa- 
vour, To theſe requeſts he replied, . my fon is of age, 
and has a will of his own; if I thould write to him in the 
terms you requeſt, it would have no effect: he would only 
conclude, that confinement and perſuaſion had ſoftened me, 
I know him to be a man of honour : he loves me dearly, 
and would lay down his life to fave mine; but I am ſure 


he would not ſacrifice his honour, to fave my life, and I ap- 


June 29. 


plaud hi m, F þ 


Mr. Laurens penciled an addreſs to the ſecretaries of 
State for the uſe of pen and ink, to draw a bill of ex- 
change on a merchant in London who was in his debt, far 
money to anſwer his immediate exigencies, and to requeſt 
that his youngeſt ſon might be permitted to viſit him, for 
the purpoſe of concerting a plan for his *farther education 
and conduct in life. This was delivered to their lordſhips; 
but they, though they had made no proviſion for the ſup- 
port of their priſoner, returned no anſwer. Mr. Laurens 
was thus left to languiſh in confinement under many infir- 
mities, and without the means of applying his own reſources 
on the ſpot, for his immediate ſupport, 4 
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As foon as Mr. Laurens had completed a year in the 2481, 
8 


tower, he was called upon to pay C. 97. 10s. ſterling to 
the two warders for attending on him. To which he re- 
plied, « 1 was ſent to the tower by the Secretaries of State 
without money (for aught knew) their lordſhips have 
never ſupplied me with any thing—It is now upwards of 
three months ſince I informed their lordſhips that- the fund 
} had hitherto ſubſiſted upon was nearly exhauſted, and 
prayed for leave to draw a bill on Mr. John Nutt, who was 
in my debt, which they hav# been pleaſed to refuſe by the 


moſt grating of all denials a total filence, and now a de- 


mand is made for C. 97. 10s, If their lordſhips will per- 
mit me to draw for money where it is due to me, I will con- 
tinue to pay my own expences, but I will not pay the war- 
ders whom I never employed, and whoſe attendance I ſhall 
be glad to diſpenſe with.” 
hree weeks after, the Secretaries of State conſented 
that Mr, Laurens ſhould have the uſe of pen and ink, for 
the purpoſe of drawing a bill of exchange, but they were 
taken away the moment that buſineſs was done. 
About this time Henry Laurens jun. wrote an humble 
requeſt to lord Hillſborough for permiſſion to ſee his father, 
which his lordſhip refuſed to grant, He had at firſt been 


permitted to viſit his father, and converſe with him for a 


ſhort time; but theſe interviews were no longer permitted. 
They nevertheleſs occaſionally met en the lines and ſaluted 
each other, but durſt not exchange a ſingle word, leſt it 
might occaſion a ſecond confinement, ſimilar to that to 
which Lord George Gordon had been acceſſary, + 

As the year 1781 drew near a cloſe, Mr. Laurens's ſuf- 
ferings in the tower became generally known, and excited 


compaſſion in his favour, and odium againſt the authors of 
his confinement. It had been alſo found by the inefficacy 
of many attempts, that no conceſſions could be obtained 


from him. It was therefore reſolved to releaſe him, but 
difficulties aroſe about the mode. Mr, Laurens would not 


conſent to any act, which implied that he was a Britiſh ſub- 


ject, and he had been committed as ſuch, on charge af high 


treaſon. Miniſters to extricate themſelves from this diffi-. 
culty, at length propoſed to take bail for his appearance at 
the court of King's-bench. When the words of the recog. 


nizance, Our Sovereign Lord the King,“ were read to 
Mr, Laurens, he replied in open court“ Not my Sove- 
a | reign,” 
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1781. reign,” and with this declaration he, with Mr. Oſwald and 

Mr. Anderſon as his ſecurities, entered into an obligation 
for his appearance at the court of King's-bench the next 
Eaſter term, and for not departing thence without leave of 
the court. Thus ended à long and a painful farce. Mr, 
Laurens was immediately releaſed, When the time of his 
appearance at court drew near, ' he was not only diſcharged 
from all obligations to attend, but was requeſted by Lord 
Shelburne to go to the continent, in ſubſeryiency to a 
ſcheme for making peace th America, Mr. Laurens, 
ſtartled at the idea of being releaſed without any equivalent, 
as he had uniformly held himſelf to be a priſoner of war 
replied that * He durſt not accept himſelf as a gift, and 
that as Congreſs had once offered Lieutenant-General Bur. 
goyne for him, he had no doubt of their now giving Lieu- 
tenant-General Earl Cornwallis for the ſame purpoſe. 
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APPENDIX, No. III. 
Of the treatment of priſoners, and of the diſtreſſes of the 
| Inhabitants, : 


1 


AN circumſtances concurred to make the Ame- 

rican war particularly calamitous. It was originally 

a civil war in the eſtimation of both parties, and a rebellion 

to its termination, in the opinion of one of them. Unfor- 

tunately for mankind doubts have been entertained of the 

| obligatory force of the law of nations in ſuch caſes. The 
refinement of modern ages has ſtripped war of half its hor- 

rors, but the ſyſtems of fome illiberal men have tended to 

re- produce the barbariſm of Gothie times, by withholding 

the benefits of that refinement from thoſe who are effecting 
revolutions. An enlightened philanthropiſt embraces the 

whole human race _ enquires, not whether an object of 

diſtreſs is or is not an unit of an acknowledged nation. It 

is ſufficient that he is a child of the fame common parent, 

and capable of happineſs or _— The prevalence of ſuch 

a temper would have . leſſened the calamities of the 
American war, but while from contracted policy, unfor- 

| | tifhate captives were conſidered as not entitled to the treat- 
ment of priſoners, they were often doomed without being 

guilty, to ſuffer the puniſhment due to criminals, 
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The firſt American priſoners were taken on the 17th of 1781. 
June 1775. Theſe were thrown Hy into the Cn 
aol at Boſton, without any conſideration of their rank, Aug. 11. 
General Waſhington wrote to General Gage on this ſub. | 1775. 
ject, to which the latter anſwered by aſſerting that the pri- 
ſoners had been treated with care and kindnch, though in- 
diſcriminately “ as he acknowledged no rank that was not 
derived from the King.” To which General Waſhington 
replied, « You effect, Sir, to deſpiſe all rank not derived 
from the fame ſource with your own ; I cannot conceive 
one more honourable, than that which flows from the un- 
corrupted choice of a brave and free people, the pureſt 
ſource and original fountain of all power.” 

General Carleton during his command conducted himſelf 
towards the American priſoners with a degree of humanity, 
that reflected the greateſt honor on his character. Before 
he commenced his operations on the lakes in 1776, he ſhip- 
ped off thoſe of them who were officers for New-England, 
but previouſly ſupplied them with 1 thing requiſite to 
make their voyage comfortable. The other priſoners, 
amounting to 800, were ſent home by a flag after exacting 
an oath from them, not to ſerve during the war unleſs ex- 
changed. Many of theſe being almoſt naked were com- 
_— cloathed by his orders, previouſly to their being 
ſent off, | $5 
The capture of General Lee proved calamitous to ſeve- 
ral individuals. Six Heſſian field officers were offered in 
exchange for him, but this was refuſed. It was faid by the 
Britiſh, that Lee was a deſerter from their ſervice, and as 
ſuch could not expect the indulgences uſually given to pri- 
ſoners of war. The Americans replied, that as he had re- 
figned his Britiſh commiſſion previouſly to his accepting 
one from the Americans, he could not be - conſidered as a 
deſerter. He was nevertheleſs confined, watched, and 
guarded. Congreſs thereupon reſolved, that General Waſh- 
ington be directed to inform General Howe, that ſhould 
the proffered exchange of General Lee for fix field officers 
not be accepted, and the treatment of him as above menti- 
oned be continued, the principles of retaliation ſhould oc- 
eaſion five of the ſaid Heſhan field officers, together with 
Lieutenant- Colonel Archibald Campbell to be detained, in 
order that the ſaid treatment which General Lee received, 
ould be exactly inflicted on their perſons.” The Camp- 
dell thus deſignated as the ſubjeCt of retaliation, was a hu- 
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mane man, and a meritorious. officer, who had been cap. 
tured by ſome of the Maſſachuſett's privateers near Boſton, 
to which, from the want of information, he was proceed. 
ing ſoon after the Britiſh had evacuated it. The above ad 
of Congreſs was forwarded to Maſlachuſetts with a requeſt 
that they would detain Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell and 
keep him in ſaſe cuſtody till the further order of Congreſs, 
The council of Maffachuſert's exceeded this requeſt, and 
ſent him to Concord gaol, where he was lodged in a gloo- 
my dungeon of twelve or thirteen feet ſquare. The at- 
tendance of a ſingle fervant on his perſon was denied him, 
and every viſit from a friend refuſed. * 

The priſoners captured by Sir William Howe in 1776, 
amounted to many hundreds. The officers were admitted 
to parole, and had ſome waſte houſes aſſigned to them as 
quarters; but the privates were ſhut up in the coldeſt ſea» 
ſon of the year in churches, ſugar-houſes, and other large 
open buildings. The ſeverity of the weather, and the ri. 

our of their treatment, occaſioned the death of many hun- 

eds of theſe unfortunate men. The filth of the places of 
their confinement, in conſequence of fluxes which preyail- 
ed among them, was both offenſive and dangerous. Seven 
dead bodies have been ſeen in one building, at one time, 
and all lying in a fituation ſhocking to humanity. The 
— 1 out to them were deficient in quantity, 
and of an unwholeſome quality. Theſe ſuffering priſoners 
were generally preſſed to enter into the Britiſh ſervice, but 
hundreds ſubmitted to death, rather than procure a meliora- 
tion of their circumſtances by enliſting with the enemies 
of their country,® After General Waſhington's ſuc- 
ceſſes at Trenton and Princeton, the American priſoners 
fared ſomewhat better. Thoſe who ſurvived were ordered 
to he ſent out for exchange, but ſome of them fell down 
dead in the ſtreets, while attempting to walk to the veſſels. 
Others were ſo emaciated that their appearance was horri- 
ble. A ſpeedy death cloſed the ſcene with many. 

The American board of war, after conferring with Mr, 
Boudinot the commiſſary-general of priſoners, and examin- 
ing evidences produced by bim, reported among other 
things, That there were 900 privates and 300 officers of 
the American army, priſoners in the city of New-York, 
and about 500 privates and 50 officers priſoners in Phila- 
delphia. That fince the beginning of October all theſe pri- 
ſoners, both officers and privates had been confined in 125 
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ſon ſhips or the Provoſt : That from the beſt evidence the 1981: 
ſubject could admit of, the general allowance of 'priſoficrs, waa 


ﬆ moſt did not exceed four ounces of meat per day, and of- 
ten ſo 
common practiee with the Britiſh, on a priſoner's 
firſt captured, to keep him three, four or five days without 
a morſel of meat, and then to tempt him to enliſt to ſave his 
life: That there were numerous inſtances of priſoners of 
war, periſhing in all the agonies of hunger.” SUR Y FTIET'S 
About this time there was a meeting of merchants and 
others in London, for the purpoſe of raiſing a ſum of mo- 
to relieve the diſtreſſes of the American priſoners, then 
in England. Tue fam ſubſcribed for that purpoſe amount- 


ed in tWo months to £4047 156. Thus while human Ha- 
ture was diſhonoured by the cruelties of ſome of the Britiſty 
in America, there was a laudable difplay of the benevolence 
of others of the fame nation in Europe. The American 
failors, when captured by the Britiſh, ſuffered more than 
even the ſoldiers, which fell into their hands. The former 
were confined on board prifon ſhips. They were there 
crouded together in ſuch numbers, and their accommoda- 
tions were ſo wretched, that diſeaſes broke out and ſwept 
them off in a manner, that was ſufficient to excite compaſ- 
ſion in breaſts of the leaft ſenſibility. It has been aſſerted, 
on as good evidence as the caſe will admit, that in the lat 
fix years of the war upwards of eleven thouſand perſons 


died on board the Jerſoy, one of theſe priſon ſhips which was 


ſtationed in eaſt river near New-York. On many of theſe, 
the rights of ſepulture were never, or but very imperfectiy 
conferred. For ſome time after the war was ended, their 
bones lay whitening in the ſun on the ſhores of Long- 
Iſland. + | 1 

The operations of treaſon laws added to the, calamities of 
the war. Individuals on both fides, while they were doing 
no more'than they ſuppoſed to be their duty, were'involved 
in the penal conſequences of capital crimes. The Ameri- 
cans in conformity to the uſual policy of nations, demanded 
the allegiance of all who reſided among them, but ſeveral 


of theſe preferred the late _— government and were dif. . 


poſed, when opportunity offered, to ſupport it. While 
they ated in conformity to theſe ſentiments, the laws 
enacted for the ſecurity of the new government, condemn- 
ed them to death. Hard is the lot of a people involved in 
civil war; for in ſuch circumſtances the lives of individuals 
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1781, may not only be legally forfeited, but juſtly taken from 
WWw) thoſe, who have ate ſol 
be wiſhed that ſome more rational mode than war might be 


y from a ſenſe of duty, It is to 


adopted for deciding national contentions ; but of all wars, 
thoſe which are called civil are moſt to be dreaded. They 
are attended with the bittereſt reſentments, and produce the 
greateſt quantity of human woes. In the American war, 
the diſtreſſes of the country were aggravated, from the cir- 
cumſtance that every man was obliged, ſome way or other, 
to be in the public ſervice. In Europe, where military 
operations are carried en by armies hired and paid for the 
purpoſe, the common — partake but little of the cala- 
mities of war: but in America, where the whole people 
were enrolled as a militia, and where both ſides endeavour- 
ed to ſtrengthen themſelves by oaths and by laws, denounc- 
ing the penalties of treaſon on thoſe who aided or abetted 
the oppoſite party, the ſufferings of individuals were renew- 
ed, as often as fortune varied her ſtandard. Each ſide 
claimed the co- operation of the inhabitants, and was ready 
to puniſh when it was withheld. Where either party had 
a decided ſuperiority the common people were comparatively 
undiſturbed ; but the intermediate ſpace between the con- 
| N armies, was ſubject to the alternative ravages of 
In the firſt inſtitution of the American governments, the 
boundaries of authority were not properly fixed. Commit- 
tees exerciſed legiſlative, executive and judicial powers. 
It is not to be doubted, that in many inſtances theſe were 
improperly uſed, and that private reſentments were often 
covered under the ſpecious veil of patriotiſm. The ſuffer- 
ers in paſſing over to the royaliſts, carried with them a keen 
remembrance of the vengeance of committees, and when 
opportunity preſented, were tempted to retaliate. From 
the nature of the caſe, the original offenders were leſs fre- 
quently the objects of retaliation, than thoſe who were en- 
tirely innocent. One inſtance of ſeverity begat another, 
and they continued to encreaſe in a proportion that doubled 
the evils of common war. From one unadviſed ſtep, indi- 
viduals were often involved in the loſs of all their property. 
Some from preſent appearances, apprehending that the Bri- 
tiſh would finally conquer, repaired to their ſtandard. 
Their return after the partial ſtorm which intimidated them 
to ſubmiſſion, had blown over, was always difficult and of- 
ten impoſſible. From this ſingle error in judgment, ſuch 
were 
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were often obliged to ſeek ſafety..by-continuing to ſupport 1781. 


75 


the intereſt of thoſe to whom, in an hour of temptation 


they had devoted themſelves. The embarraſſments on both 
ſides were often ſo great, that many in the humbler walks 
of life, could not tel what courſe was. beſt to purſue, It 
was happy for thoſe who having made up their mind on the 
nature of the conteſt, inyariably followed the dictates of 
their conſciences, for in every inſtance "oy enjoyed ſelf- 
approbation. . Though they could not be deprived of this 
reward, they were not always ſucceſsful in ſaving their pro- 

rty. They who varied with the times, in like manner 


pe | 
often miſled their object, for to ſuch it frequently happened 
that they were plundered by both, and loſt the eſteem of · 


all. A few ſaved their credit and their property; but of 
theſe, there was not one for every hundred of thoſe, who 


were materially injured either in the one or the other, The. 


American whigs were exaſperated againſt thoſe of their fel- 
low citizens who joined their enemies, with a reſentment 
which was far more bitter, than that which they harboured 
againſt their European adverſaries. Feeling that the whole 
ſtrength of the ſtate was ſcarcely ſufficient to protect them 
againſt the Britiſh, they could not brook the deſertion of 
their countrymen to invading foreigners. They ſeldom 
would give them credit for acting from principle, but gene- 
rally ſuppoſed. them to be influenced either by cowardice or 
intereſt, and were therefore inclined to proceed againſt 
them with rigor. They were filled with indignation at the 
idea of fighting for the property of ſuch as had deſerted 
their country, and were therefore clamorous, that it ſhould 
be ſeized for public ſervice. The royaliſts raiſed the cry of 


perſecution and loudly complained that merely for ſupport- 


ing the government under which they were born, and to 
which they owed a natural allegiance, they were doomed 


to ſuffer all the penalties due to capital offenders. "Thoſe of 


them who acted from principle felt no conſciouſneſs. of 
guilt, and could not look but with abhorrence upon a go- 
vernment, which inflited ſuch ſevere puniſhments on 
what they deemed a laudable line of conduct. Humani 

would {hadder at a particular recital of the calamities whic 

the whigs inflicted on the tories, and the tories on the 
whigs. It is particularly remarkable that on both fides, 
they for the moſt part conſoled themſelves with the belief, 


that they were acting or ſuffering in a good cauſe. Though 


the rules of moral right and wrong never vary, political in- 
nocence 


1981, ndtenee ant puilt, changes fo. much wich | 
mda ie innocence of the fulfeter, und of the party thut pu- 
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niſties, ate often compatible. The ſtreſſes of the Ame. 
rieun priſoners in the ſoutherh fates, prevailed particylarly 
towards the cloſe of the war. C Campbell, who re. 
duced Savannah, though We had perſonally ſuffered from the 
Americans, treated all who fell into his hands with hams. 
nity. Thoſe Who were taken at Savannah and at Aſhe's 
defeat, ſuffeted very much from his ſucceſſors in South- 
Carolina, The American priſoniers with a few exceptions, 
had but little to complain of till after Gate's defeat. Soon 
after that event, ſundry of them, though entitled to the be- 
nefits of the capitulation of Charleſtown, were ſeparated 
from their families and ſert into exile; others in violation 
of the fame ſolemn agreement were erouded into priſon 
ſhips and deprived of the uſe of their property. When a 
general exchange of priſoners was effected, the wives and 
children of thoſe inhabitants who adhered to the Americans, 
were exiled from their homes to Virginia and Philadelphia, 
Upwards of one thouſand perſons were thrown upon the 
charity of their fellow citizens in the more northern ſtates, 
his ſevere treatment was the occafion of retaliating on the 
milies of thoſe who had taken part with the Britiſh. In 
the firſt months of the year 1781, the Britin were in force 
in the remoteſt ſettlements of South-Carolina, but as their 
limits were contracted in the courſe of the year, the male 
inhabitants who joined them, thought proper to retire with 
the royal army towards the capital. In retaliation for the 
expulſion of the wives and children of the whig Americans 
from the ſtate, Governor Rutledge” ordered the Brigadiers 
of militia, to ſend within the Britiſh” lines, the families of 
ſuch of the inhabitants as adhered to their intereſt. In con- 
ſequence of this order, and more efpecially in conſequence 
of the one which occaſioned it, ſeveral hundreds of helpleſs 
wotnen and children were reduced to great diſtreſs. 
The refugees who had fled to New-York, were formed 
into an affociation under Sir Henty Clinton, for the pur- 
poſes of mo on the Americans, and for reimburſing 
the loſſes they had fuſtained from their countrymen. 
The depredations they committed in their ſeveral ex- 
curſions would fill a volume, and would anſwer little 
purpoſe but to excite compaſſion and horror. Towards 
the cloſe of the war, they began to retaliate on a _ 
| ; e 
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al we ern 7 * brethren, aud e no- 
thing but e — iv daily carrying into execution 3, we 
therefore e not to ſuffer without IS vengeance 
bor the numerous. gruelties, and thy ein en hays malle 
of Capt. Huddy as the firſt oye to preſent. to your +£ > | 
| view, and further determine to hang man for man, while 
| there is a refugee exiſting : Up goes Huddy for Philip 
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| rate murde inſtead of immegiately executing a Brit 
I officer he wrote to Sir Henry Clinton, that unleſs the mur- 
| derers of n he {ſhould be under the ne- 
eeſſity of r ing.. The former being refuſed, Capt. 
I Aſgill was defignated'by lot for chat purpoſe. In the mean 
8 time the Britiſh inſtituted a court martial for the trial, of 
| Capt. Lippencutt, who was ſuppoſed to be the principal 
gent, in executing Capt. Huddy. It appeared in the courſe 
| of this trial that ", 4 Franklin, the Prefident-of — 
ok aſſociated loyaliſts, | ave Lippencutt verbal order 
hat he did, and that he had been deſignated as a propęr 
ſubject for 28 having. been, as the refu gees Rath, 
aperſecutor of the loyaliſts, 594 particularly as having bx 
inſtrumental. in hanging Stephen Edwards, who ha (RM 
one of that deſcription. The court having conligered the 
whole matter gave their opinion © That as What Lippencutt 
i did was not the effect of malice or ill will, but proceeded 
from a conviction that it was his duty to obey the orders of 
: the board of directors of aflociated loyaliſts, and as he did 
not doubt their having full authority to give ſuch orders, pe 
mas not guilty of the murder laid to his charge, and ther * 
5 fore they acquitted bim.“ Sir Guy Carleton, Who a little 
, 


defore this time had been appointed commander in chief of 
Vor. 1I. P p the 
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need paying the tryal of ee declared & that notwith. 
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of aſſoëiated loyaliſts, which prevented à fepetition of ſimi. 


7 


a great meaſure ceaſed, In the mean time Gen. Waſhing. 
ton received a letter from the Count de Vergenes * 


o 


Nov. 7c 
1782, 
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and ſoon after they reſolved, * that the commander in chief 
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the Britiſh arty, in à letter to Gen.” Wächington, accon. 


ftanding the acquittal of Lippencutt, he reprobateſ the ma. 
fare, and gave aſſurances of proſecuting 'afarther enquiry,” 
Sir Guy Carleton, about the ſame time, broke up the boart 


lar exceſſes. The war alfo drawing near a Cloſe, the mo. 
tives for retaliation as tending to prevent other murders, in 


ing for Capt. Aſgill, which was alſo accompanied with x 
very pathetic one, from his mother Mrs. Aſgill to the Count, 
Copies of theſe ſeveral letters were forwarded to Congreſs, 


be directed to ſet Capt. Aſgill at liberty.“ The lovers of 
humanity refoiced that the neceſſity for retaliation was ſu- 
perſeded, by the known humanity of the new commander in 


chief, and ſtill more by the well founded proſpect of a ſpeedy 


e. Aſgill who had received every indulgence, and who 


had been treated with all poſſible politeneſs, was releaſed and 


# 


permitted to go into New-York. 
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| Campaign of I 78 2. Foreign events and negotiations. 
| Peace 1182. _ 


"AFTER the capture of Lord Cornwallis, General 
HK. Walhington, with the greateſt part of his force re- 
turned to the vicinity of NewYork: He was in no condi- 
tion to attempt the reduction of that poſt, and the royal 
army had good reaſons for not urging hoſtilities without their 
lines. An obſtruction of the communication between town 
and country, ſome indeciſive ſkirmiſhes and prædatory ex- 

curſions, were the principal evidences of an exiſting ſtate of 
war. This in a great meaſure was alſo the caſe in South- 
Carolina. From December 178r, General Greene had 
| poſſeſſion of all the ſtate except Charleſtown and the vicinity, 

The Britiſh ſometimes allied out of their lines for the ac- 


Aug. 27. quiſition of property and proviſions, but never for the pur- 


1782. 


poſes of conqueſt, In oppoſing one of theſe near Combahee, 
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Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens, an, accompliſhed officer 1383. 


of uncommon merit, was. mortally wounded. Nature had 
adorned him with a large proportion of her choĩceſt gifts, ang 
theſe were highly cultivated by an elegant, uſeful and prac- 

tical education. His patriotiſm was of the moſt ardent kind. 

The moment he was of age, he broke off from the amuſe- 

ments of London, and on his. arrival in America, inſtantly 

joined the army. Wherever the war raged moſt, there was 

he to be found. A dauntleſs bravery was the leaſt of his 

yirtues, and an exceſs of it his greateſt foible. His various 

talents fitted him to ſhine in courts or camps, or popular 
aſſemblies. He had a heart to conceive, a heard to contrive, 

a tongue to perſuade, and a hand to execute {chemes of the 

moſt extenſive- utility to his country, or rather to mankind, 

for his enlarged philanthropy knowing no bounds, embraced 

the whole human race. This excellent young man, who 
was the pride of his country, the idol of the army, and an 
ornament of human nature, loſt his life in the 27th year of 

his age, in an unimportant ſkirmiſh with a foraging party, 

in the very laſt moments of the war. 3 qa. 

At the commencement of the year 1782, the Britiſh had 

more extenſive range in Georgia, than in any other of the 


Vaited States, but of this they were ſoon abridged. 1 rom irn 
the unſucceſsful iſſue of the aſſault on Savannah in 1 779, 

that State had eminently ſuffered the deſolations of war, 

Political hatred raged to ſuch a degree that the blood of its 

citizens was daily ſhed by the hands of each other, contend- 

ing under the names of whigs and tories. A few of the 

friends of the revolution kept together in the weſtern ſettle- 


ments, and exerciſed the powers of independent government. 


The whole extent between theſe and the capital, was ſub- - 

ject to the alternate ravages of both parties. After the ſut- 

render of Lord Cornwallis, General Greene, being rein- 

forced by the Pennſylvania line, was enabled to detach Ge- 

neral Wayne with a part of the ſouthern army to Georgia, 

General Clarke who commanded in Savannah, on hearing 

of their advance, ſent orders to his officers in the out poſts, 3 
to burn as far as they could, all the proviſions in the country, 

and then to retite within the lines at the capital. The 
country being evacuated by the Britiſh, the Governor 

came, with his council, from Auguſta to Ebenezer, and M 

te · eſtabliſhed government in the vicinity of the-ſea coaſt. ' 4) — 4 
Colonel Brown at Pe ad conſiderable force red . 
N FI 01:9 b 2, „ T1206 oy ern 


July 11. 


ed out of the gärrrfon of Savannah wich the apparent in- 
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tention of attacking the Americans. General Wayne by 
4 bold manceyvre got in his rear, attacked him at 12 o'clock 
at night, and routed his whole party. A large number of 
Creek Indians, headed by a number of their chiefs and a 
Britiſh officer, made a furious attack on Wayne's infantry 
in the night. For à few minutes hey pofſeſſed themſelves 
of his field pieces, but they were ſoon recovered. In the 
mean time Colonel White with a patty of the cavalry 
came up, and preſſed hard upon them. Both ſides engaged 
in cloſe quarters. The Indians difplayed uncommon bra- 
very, but werelat ſength completely routed. Shortly. af- 
ter this affair, a pertod* was put to the calamities of war, 
in that ravaged” ſtate. In about thtee months after the 


capture of Lord Cornwalhs was known in Great- Britain, 


the parliament reſolved” to abandon all offenſive operations 
in America. In” conſequence thereof, every idea of con- 
queſt being a ups arrangements were made for with- 

awing the foyal forces from Georgia and South Carolina, 
Peace was reſtored to Georgia, after it had been" upwards 
of three years in poſfeſſion of the Britiſh, and had been 
ravaged nearly from one extteme to the other. It is com- 
puted that the ff ate Toft by the War, dhe thouſand of its ci- 
tizens, beſides four thoufand ſlaves. In about five months 
after the Britifh left Georgia, they in like manner with- 
drew their force, from South-Cafolina. The inhabitants 
of Charleftowh, who had remained therein, while it was 
poſſeſſed by the Britiſh, felt themſelves happy in being de- 
livered from the ſevetities of a garriſon life. The exiled 
citizens collected from all quarters and took poſſeſſion of 
their eſtates, Thus in lefs than three years from the land- 
ing of the Britifh- in South-Carolina, they withdrew all 
their forces from it. In that time the citizens had ſuffered 
an accumulation of evils. There was fearcely an inhabi- 
tant, however obfcure'in character, or remote in ſituation, 
whether he temained firm to one party or changed with the 
times, who did not partake of the general diſtreis. 
In modern Europe the revolutions of public affairs ſel- 
dom diſturb the humble fecurity of private life,” but the 
American revyoldtion involyed the inttreſt of every family, 


and deeply, affected the fortunes and happineſs of almoſt 


every individ ual in the United States. South- Carolina loſt 
a great number of its citizens, and upwards of 20,00 of 
its flaves. Property was ſported with by both * 

Beſides 
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Bede thoſe: DO eil in Datile or xdivd of diſeaſes brought: 182. 

on by the war, many were inhumanly murdered by 4 —— 

vate aſſaſſinations-. The country aheunded with widows 

and orphans. The ſeverities of a milicary: büfe o- operat= .3 - 

ing with the climate, deſtroyed the healche and lives bf 

many hundreds of the in viding army Excepting thoſe 

whö enriched chemſetves by plander; and en 
eculators, no private advantage was gained by indivi- 

ele Geer fide bat ti eres ele nr Mien 'of the 

foll und madneſs" of wür. Nn 90) at. 24 1 301} Ap 1 

Though an the year 1782 the United States afforded few! 

grent events, the reverſe uns the caſe with the) other powers 

vol ved in the conſequences of the American War. 

Minorca aſter a tedious ſiege ſurrendered to the Duke de Feb. 5. 

Crillon in the ſervice of his moſt Catholic Majeſty, © About 

the fame time” the ſettlements of Demarara and Eſſequibo, 

which in the preceding year had been: taken by the Britiſh, 

were taken from them by the French. The gallant Mat- 

quis de Bouille added to the ſplendor of his former fame by 

redycing St. Euſtatia and St. Kitts, the former at the cloſe 

of the year 1781, and the latter early in the year 1782.7 

ka The iſlands of Nevis 4nd'Montſerrat followed the fortune of 
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of St. Kitts, The French at this period ſeemed to be eſta- 
" bliſhed in the Weſtelndies, on a firm foundation, Their 


iſlands were full of excellent troops, and their marine force 
vas truly reſpectable. The exertions of Spain were alſo 
uncommonly great. The 2 of theſe two monarchies 
1 had never before been ſo conſpicuouſly diſplayed, in that 
F quarter of the globe. Their combined navies amounted 
if to threeſcore ſhips of the line, and theſe were attended with 
. a prodigious multitude of frigates and armed veſſels, 
f With this immenſe force they entertained hopes of wreff. 
F ing from his Britannic Majeſty a great part of his Weſt- 
India Hands, | 3 & 45 i% | | zn 
In the mean time, the Britiſh ininiſtry prepared a ſtrong 
8 ſquadron, for the protection of their poſſeſſions in that quar- 
| tet. I his was commanded by Admiral Rodney and amount- 
ed, after a junction with Sir Samuel Hood's ſquadron, and 
the ROW of three ſhips from Great-Britain, to 36 fail of 
It was the deſign of Count de Grafle, who commanded 
the French fleet at Martinique amounting to 34 fail of the 
line, to proceed to Hiſpaniola and join the Spaniſh. Ad- 
miral Don Solano, who with fixteen ſhips of the line 
and a conſiderable land force was waiting for his ar- 
| rival, 


Apr. 12. 
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rival, and to niake lin concert with dim an attack on Jas 
maica. ain Vinca | » x 


3 Nm 769 0453..7f1 136 
The Britiſh admiral},wiſhed--to ptevent this junction, or. 
at leaſt to force an engagement before it was effected. Ad- 
miral Rodney. eame up with Count de Grafle, ſoon after 
he had ſet out to join the Spaniſh ſteet at Hiſpaniola. Par- 
tial engagements took place on the three firſt days, aftet 
they came near to each other. In theſe, two of the French 
ſhips, were ſo much damaged, that they were obliged to 
quit the fleet. On the next day, à general engagement: 
took place: This began at ſeyen in the morning, and con- 
tinued till paſt ſix in the evening. There was no Appa- 
rent ſuperiority on either ſide till between twelve and one 


"o'clock, when Admiral Rodney broke the French line of 


battle, by bearing down upon their centre, and penetrat-) 
ing through it. The land forces, deſtined for the expedi- 
tion againſt Jamaica, amounting to 55500 men, were diſ- 
tributed on board the French fleet. Their ſhips were 
therefore ſo crouded, that the ſlaughter on board was pro- 
digious. The battle was fought on both ſides with equal 
ſpirit, but with a very. unequal. iſſue, - The French for 
near a century, had not in any naval engagement been ſo 
completely defeated. Their fleet was little leſs than ruin- 
ed, Upwards of 400 men were killed on board one of 
their ſhips, and the whole number of their killed and wound- 
ed amounted to ſeveral thouſands, while the loſs of the 
Britiſh did not much exceed 1100 men. The French loſt 
in this ation, and the ſubſequent purſuit, eight ſhips of the 
line. On board the captured ſhips, was the whole train 
of artillery, with the — cannon and travelling car- 
riages, intended for the expedition againſt Jamaica. One 
of them was the Ville de Paris, ſo-called from the city of 
Paris, having built her at its own expence, and made a pre- 
ſent of her to the King. She had coſt four millions of li- 
vres, and was eſteemed the moſt magnificent ſhip in France; 
ſhe carried 110 guns and had on board 1300 men, This 
was truly an unfortunate day to Count de Graſſe. Though 
his behaviour throughout the whole action was firm and 
intrepid, and his reſiſtance continued till he and two more 
were the only men left 1 upon the upper deck, he 
was at laſt obliged to ſtrike. It was no ſmall addition to 


his misfortunes that he was on the point of forming a junc- 
tion, which would have ſet him above all danger. Had 
this taken place, the whole Britiſh naval power in the 


Weſt- 


e Inn Ce AO >. wu 7 <= © & * 


PSF: 5c. > 8 


ey T0 * 


2 


AMERICAN "REVOLUTION. 


Weſt-Indics, on principles of ordinary calculation, would 1782. 
have been inſufficient./to have prevented him from carrying 


into effect, ſchemes of the moſt extenſive conſequence. 
The ſhips of the defeated fleet fled in à variety of diree- 
tions. Twenty three or twenty four fail made the beſt of 
their way to Cape Francois. This was all that remained 
in a body of that fleet, which was lately ſo formidable, 
By chis ſignal vi „ the deſigns of France and Spain were 
fruſtrated. No farther enterpriſes were undertaken Win 
the fleets or poſſeſſions of  Great-Britaia in the Weſt- 
ies, and ſuch meaſures only were embraced, as ſeemed 
requiſite for the purpoſes: of ſafety. When the news of Ad- 
miral Rodney's victory reached Great- Bcitain, a general 
joy was diffuſed over the nation, Before there had been, 
much deſpondency. heir loſſes in the Cheſapeak and in 
he Weſi-Indies, together with the increaſing number of 
their enemies, had depreſſed the ſpirits of the great body of 
the people 5- but the advantages gained on the 12th of 
April, placed them on high ground, either for ending or 
proſecuting the war, It was fortunate for the Americans, 
that this ſucceſs of the Britiſh was poſterior to their loſs 
in Virginia, It ſo elevated the ſpirits. of Britain, and ſo 
depreſſed the hopes of France, that had it taken place prior 
to the ſurrender of Lord Cornwallis, that event would have 
been leſs inſſuential in diſpoſing the nation to peace. As 
the cataſtrophe of York-Town cloſed the national war in 
North-America, ſo the defeat of de Graſſe, in a great mea» 
ſure, put a period to hoſtilities in the Weſt- Indies. 
Other deciſive events ſoon fallowed, which diſpoſed ano» 
ther of the belligerent powers to a pacification, Gib- 
raltar though ſucceſſively reljeved, till continued to be 
beſieged. The reduction of Minorca inſpired the Spaniſh 
nation with freſh motives to perſeverance. The Duke de 
Crillon, who had been recently ſucceſsful in the ſiege of 
Minorca, was appointed to conduct the ſiege of Gibraltar, 
and it was reſolved, to employ the whole ſtrengh of the 
Spaniſh monarchy in ſeconding his operations, No means 
were neglected, nor expence ſpared, that promiſed. to for 
ward the views of the beſiegers. From the failure of al 
2 hitherto adopted for effecting the reduction of Gi- 
raltar, it was reſolved to adopt new ones. Among the 
various projects for this purpoſe, one which had been form- 
ed by the Chevalier D' Arcon, was deemed the moſt wor- 


thy of trial, Tbis was to conſtruQ ſuch floating batte. 
1 7 x ries 
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1784. rieb as could neither be ſunk tor firm With this view 
cteit bottoms were made of che thiekeſt umber, and their 


ſides of wood and cork long ſoakec in α,jłi q with a karge 
layer of wet ſand between. 742. 523282099 209 10 . 9114 

Io prevent the effects of red hot bulls u nämber of 
pipes were contrived to carry water thrpugh every part 
of them, and pumps were provided do kp theſe con- 
ſtantly ſupplied with water. The people on board were 


to be ſheitered from the full ef bombs by ia ever of bye 


Ria which was made ſloping and overlaid with wet 
mn dee e ue GAN alba! 
Fheſe floating batteties; ten in number were made out 
of the bulls of large veſſels, cut down for the purpole, and 


(44 11081 


catried' from 28 to ten guns each, and tre ſeconded by Bo 


lutge boats mounted with guns of Heavy metul, and alſb by 
à multitude of frigates, ſhips of forec, ard ſome hundreds vf 
gall ctaft. * 19 nal: 491 1420 bod, indes wa: 
General Elliott the intrepid defender of: Gibraltar was 
not ignorant that inventions of a peculiar Kind were pr 

againſt him, but knew nothing of cheir Cnſtruction. He 
nevertheleſs provided for every circamiſtince of danget Hat 
could be foreſeen or imagined. '''The ft day ef Sept. 
was fixed upon by t beßegere for muk ing a grand attack, 
when the new invented machines, with all the united pow- 
ers of gunpowder and artillery in their\higheſt ftate of im- 
provement, were to be called into action,” The com- 
bined flerts of France and Spain in the bay of Gibraltar 
amounted to 48 fail ef the line. Their batteries were 


covered with 154 pieces of heavy braſs canon.” The 


numbers employed by land and ſea” wyainſt the Fortreſs 
were eſtimated at one hundred thouſand wen. With this 
force and by the fire of 300 cannons, mortars, and how. 
itzers, from the adjacent iſthmus,” it was intended to at- 
tack eg. of the Britiſh works at ene and the fame 
inſtant. e ſurrounding hills were covered with people 
aſſembled to behold the ſpectacle. The earmonade and bom- 
batdment was tremendous. The ſhowers of ſhot and ſhells 
from the land batteries, and the ſhips of the beſiegers, und 

m The various works of the garriſon exhibited a moſt 
dreadful ſcene. Four hundred pieces of the heavieſt artil- 
tery were playing at the ſame moment; Ihe whole Penin- 
ſula fe to be overwhelmed in the torrents of fire, which 
were inceſſantly poared upon it. The Spaniſh floating 
batteries for ſome time atſwered the expectations of 'their 

| framers. 
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framers. The heavieſt ſhells often rebounded from their 


- 


e 
55 
1782. 


white thirty tuo pound ſhot, made no viſible iaipreſ- — 


ſion their: hulls. For ſome dours, the attack and de- 
fence were ſo equally ſupported, as ſcarcely to admit any 
vf ſuperibrity om either ſide. The conſtrudtion 
of the battering ſhips was ſo well calculated, for with- 
ſtanding—thes combined: forte of fire and artylery, that they 
ſeemed for ſome ume to bid deſiance to the powers of the 
heavieſt ordnance In the afternoon the effects of hot ſhot 
becume viſible, At firſt there was only an appearance of 
ſmoke, but in che coutſe' bf the night, after the fire of the 
garriſon had continued about 15 hours, two of the float- 
ing batteries were in flames, and ſeveral more were viſibly 
beginning to kindle. The endes s of the beſiegers 
were now excluſiveiy directed to bring off the men from 
the burning veticis, but in chis they were interrupted. 
— Curtis who lay ready with 22 gun boats, advanced 

red upon JE with ſuch order and expedition, as to 
— them into confuſion before they had finiſhed their 
buſineſs. They fled | with their boats, and abandoned to 


their fate great numbers of their people. The opening of 


day light diſcloſed a moſt dreadful ſpectacle. Many were 


ſeen in the midſt of the flames crying out for help, while | 


ethers were floating upon pieces of timber, expoſed to 
equal danger from the oppoſite element. The gene enerous 
humanity of the victors equalled their valour, and was the 
more honourable, as the exertions of it expoſed them to 
— leſs danger than thoſe of active hoſtility. In endea- 

ouring to ſave the lives of his enemies, Capt. Curtis 
— loſt bis own. While for the moſt benevolent pur- 
poſe, be was along ſide the floating batteries, one of them 


blew up, and ſome heavy pieces of timber fell into his 


boat, and pierted through its bottom. By ſimilar perilous 
exertiohs, near 400 men were ſaved from inevitable de- 
ſtruction. The exerciſe of humanity to an enemy, under 
ſuch circumſtandes of immediate action, and impending 
danger, oonferred more true honour than could be ac- 
goes by the moſt ſplendid ſeries of- victories. It'in ſome 


egree obſcured the impreſſion made to the diſadvantage 


of human nature, by the madneſs of mankind in deſtroy- 


were all confumed. The violence of their exploſion was 

ſuch, as to burſt open doors, and windows at a great diſ- 

tance, Soon after the deſtruction of the floating — 
| r 


ing each other by waſteful wars. The floating batteries 
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Lord Howe with 35 ſhips of the line, brought to the brave 
A garriſon an ample ſupply of every thing wanted, either for 
their fupport or their defence, This complete relief of 


Gibraltar, was the third deciſive event in the courſe of 3 
twelve- month, which ee eee of a ger 


neral 

The capture of the Bririſh: army in ee ds 
feat cf Count de Graſſe, and the deſtruction of the Spa- 
niſh floating batteries, inculcated on Great Britain, France 
and Spain, the policy of ſheathing the ſword, and ſtopping 
the effuſion of human blood. Each nation found on a 
review of paſt events, that though their loſſes were great, 
their gains were little or nothing. By urging the American 
war, Sees Britain he encreaſed her national debt one hun- 
dred millions of pounds ſterling, and waſted the lives of at 
leaft 50, coo of her ſubjects. To add to her mortifiea- 
tion ſhe had brought all this on herſelf, by purſuing an 
object the attainment: af which ſeemed to be daily leſs 
probable, and the benefits of which, even th it could 


have been attained, were very problematical. While 


Great Britain, France and Spain were ſucceſſively brought 
to think favourably of peace, the United States of 2 
rica had the conſolation of a public n t of 
their independence, by a ſecond power of Europe. 

was effected in a great meaſure by the ada, of John 
— On the capture of Henry. Laurens, he had been 
commiſſioned to be the miniſter pleniputentiary of Con- 
greſs, to the States General of the United Provinces, and 
was alſo empowered to negociate a loan of money among 


Apr. 19, the Hollanders. Soon after his arrival he preſented to 


1781, 


22, 


their High Mightineſſes a memorial, in which he inform- 
ed them that the United States of America, had thought 
fir to ſend him a commifhon with full power and inſtruc 
tions, to. confer with them concerning a treaty . af; amity 
and commerce, and that they had appointed him to be 
their Minifter Plenipotentiary to reſide near them. Similar 
information, was at the fame time camimunicated: to 1 
Statholder the Prince of Orange. | 
About a year after the preſentation of this noris ie 

was reſolved “ that the ſaid Mr, Adams was agreeable 
to their High Mightineſſes, and that he ſhould be acknow- 
ledged in quality of Miniſter Plenipotentiary. Before 
this was obtained much pajns had been taken and much 
ingenuity had been exerted, to convince the rulers and 


people 
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people of the States General, that they had an intereſt 1782. 
in connecting themſelves with the United States. Theſe 
repreſentations, together with ſome recent ſucceſſes in 

their conteſts on the ſea with Great Britain, and their evi- 

dent commercial intereſt, encouraged them to venture on 

being the ſecond power of Europe, to acknowledge Ameri- 


can . 1 4 


, Mr. 
negociation of a treaty of amity and commerce 

| the two countries. This — a few months concluded; Od. 8. 
N to the reciprocal ſatisfaction of both parties. The ſame 

0 ſucceſs which attended Mr. Adams in theſe negociations, - 

| continued to follow him in obtaining à loan of money, 

which was a moſt ſeaſonable ſupply to his almoſt exhauſted 


country. | 71 | Fg ts | wh 

| Mr. Jay had for nearly three years paſt exerted equal abi- 
| lities, and equal induſtry with Mr. Adams, in ,endeavour- 
ing to negociate a treaty between the United*States and 
bis moſt Catholic Majeſty,” but his exertions were not 

crowned with equal ſucceſs. 1] | 
- To gain the friendſhip of the Spaniards, Congreſs  paſſ- 
ed ſundry reſolutions, favouring the wiſhes of his moſt 
Catholic Majeſty to re- annex the two Floridas to his do- 
minions. Mr. Toe was inſtructed to contend for the right 
of the United States to the free navigation of the river 
Miſſiſſippi, and if an expreſs acknowledgment of it could 
not be obtained, he was reſtrained from acceding to any ſti- 
pulation, by which it ſhould be relinquiſhed. ' But in Fe- 
bruary 1781, when Lord Cornwallis was making rapid 
progreſs in overrunning the ſouthern States, and when the 
mutiny of the Pennſylvania line and other unfavourable 
circumſtances depreſſed the ſpirits of the Americans, Con- 
greſs, on the recommendation of Virginia, directed him 
to recede from his inſtructions, ſo far as they inſiſt on 
the free navigation of that part of the river Miſſiſſippi, 
which lies below the thirty firſt degree of North Latitude, 
and on a free port or ports below the ſame ; provided ſuch 
ceſſion ſhould be unalterably inſiſted on by Spain, and 
provided the free navigation of the ſaid river above the 
ſaid degree of North Latitude ſhould be acknowledged and 
guarantied by his Catholic Majeſty, in common with his 

own ſubjects. | | 
Theſe propoſitions were made to the miniſters of his moſt Sept. 22. 
Catholic Majeſty, but not accepted. Mr. Jay in his own 1781. 

| F name 
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1782. name informed them . That if the acceptance of this offer 
WS, ſhould, together with the propoſed alliance, be poſtponed 
to a general peace, the: United States would ceaſe to conſider 
themſelves. bound by any propofitions or offers he might 
then make in their behalf. UA ro1] : 
Spain having delayed to accept of ,theſe terms, which 
originated more in neceſſity than in policy, till the erifas of 
American: independence was paſt, Congreſs apprehenſive 
that their offered relinquifhment of the free navigation of 
the Miſſiſſippi ſhould at that late hour be accepted, in- 
ſtructed their. miniſter o forbear making any overtures 
Aug. 7. to the court of Spain, or entering into any ſtipulations, in 
1782. conſequenoe of any which he had previouſſy made.“ The 
miniſters of his moſt Catholic Majeſty, from indetiſion and 
tardineſs of deliberation, let ſlip an opportunity of gaining 
a favourite point, which from the increaſing numbers of the 
weſtern ſettlements of the United States, ſeems to be re- 
moved at A daily increaſing diſtance. Humiliating offers, 
made and rejected in the hour of diſtreſs, will not readily be 
renewed in the day of proſperitiyƷ＋ƷƷ..ꝓ 09 
It was expected not only by the ſanguine Americans, but 
by many in England, that the capture of Lord Cornwallis 
would inftantly diſpoſe the nation. to peace; but. whatever 
might have been the wiſh qr the intereſt of the people, 
the American war was too much the favourite of miniſ- 
try to be relinquiſhed, without a ſtruggle for its conti- 
nuance, ' ng | 
Nov. 27. Juſt after intelligence arrived of the capitulation of York- 
1781. Town, the King of Great Britain, fn his ſpeech to Par- 
liament, declared That he ſhould not anſwer the truſt 
committed to the ſovereign of a free people, if he conſent- 
ed to ſacrifice either to his own deſire of peace, or to their 
temporary eaſe and relief, thoſe eſſential bo and per- 
manent intereſts, upon the maintenance preſervation 
of which the future ſtrength and ſecurity of the country 
muſt for ever depend.“ The determined language of this 
ſpeech, pointing to the continuance of the American war, 
was echoed back by a majority of both Lords and Com- 
mons. 1 5 
Dec. 12. In a few days after, it was moved in the Houſe of Com- 
| mons that a reſolution ſhould be adopted declaring it to be 
their opinion “ That all farther attempts to reduce the 
Americans to obedience by force would be ineffectual, and 
| injurious to the true intereſts of Great Britain.“ as 
the 
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the debate on this ſubject was-continued till two o'clock in 
the morning, and though the oppoſition received additional! 
ſtrength, - yet the queſtion was not carried” The fame 1782. 
ground of argument was ſoon gone over again, and the Jan. 4. 
American war underwent, for the fourth time ſince the be: 
ginning of the ſeſſion, a full diſcuſſion; but no reſolution, 
iſapproving its+farther proſecution, could yet obtain the | 
aſſent of a majority of the members. The advocates for 8 
peace becoming daily more numerous, it was moved by a 
Gen. Conway © That an humble addreſs be preſented to Feb. 22. 
his Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to give directions to 
his miniſters not to purſue any longer the impracticable 
object of reducing his Majeſty's revolted colonies by force . 
to their allegiance, by a war on the continent of America.” 
This brought forth a repetition of the former arguments on 
the ſubject, and engaged the attention of the houſe till two 
o*clock in the morning. On a diviſion, the motion for the 
addreſs was loft by a ſingle vote. In the courſe of theſe de- 
bates, while the minority were gaining ground, the miniſ- 
try were giving up one point after another. They at firſt 
conſented that the war ſhould not be carried on to the ſame 
extent as formerly then that there ſhauld be no internal 
continental war—next that there ſhould be no other war 
than what was neceſſary for the defence of the poſts already 


, & 
r 


in their poſſeſſion—and laſt of all, none but againſt the 


French in America. 

The miniſtry as well as the nation began to be ſenſible 
of the impolicy of continental operations, but hoped that 
they might gain their point, by proſecuting hoſtilities at ſea. 

Every oppoſition was therefore made by them agaiuſt the 

total dereliction of a war, on the ſucceſs of which they had 

ſo repeatedly - pledged themſelves, and on the continuance 

of which they held their places. General Conway in five Feb. 27. 
days after, brought forward another motion expreſſed in 
different words, but to the ſame effect with that which he 

had loſt by a ſingle vote. This cauſed a long debate which 

laſted till two o'clock in the morning. It was then moved 

to adjourn the debate till the 1 3th of March. There ap- 

peared for the adjournment 215, and againit it 234. 

The original motion, and an addreſs to the king formed 
upon the reſolution were then carried without a diviſion, 
and the addreſs was ordered to be preſented by the whole 
houſe.” | 
| | To 
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To this his majeſty anſwered; That in purſuance of 
Id appear 
to him the moſt conducive to the reſtoration of harmony, 
between Great Britain and the revolted colonies.” - The 
thanks of the houſe were voted for this anſwer. But the 
guarded language thereof, not inconſiſtent with farther ho. 
tilities againſt America; together with other ſuſpicious cir- 
cumftances, induced General Conway to move another re- 
ſolution, expreſſed in the moſt decifive language. This 
was to the following effect. That the houſe would con- 
ſider as enemies to his majeſty and the country, all thoſe 
who ſhould adviſe or by an means attempt the further pro- 
ſecution of offenſive war, on the continent of North-Ame- 
rica, for the purpoſe of reducing the colonies to obedience 


by force.” This motion 'after a feeble oppoſition was car- 


July 1.. 


ried without a diviſion, and put a period to all that chicanery 
by which miniſters meant to diftinguiſh between a proſe- 
cution of offenſive war in North-America, and a total de- 
reliction of it. This reſolution and the preceding addreſs, 
to which it had reference, may be conſidered as the cloſ- 
ing ſcene of the American war. As it was made a par- 
liamentary war, by an addreſs from parliament for its pro- 
ſecution in February 1775, it now was no longer ſo, by an 
addrefs from the moſt numerous houſe of the ſame parliament 
in February 1782, for its diſcontinuance. A change of 
miniſtry was the conſequence of this total change of that 
political fyſtem which, for ſeven years, had directed the af- 
fairs of Great Britain. A new adminiſtration was formed 
under the auſpices of the Marquis of Rockingham, and was 
compoſed of characters who oppoſed the American war. 
It has been faid that the new miniſter ſtipulated with the 
court before he entered into office, that there ſhould be 
peace with the Americans, and that the acknowledgment 
of their in lependence ſhould not be a bar to the attainment 
of it, Soon after the Marquis of Rockingham, on whom 
Great Britain relied with a well placed confidence, for ex- 
trication from ſurrounding embarraſſments departed this life, 
and his much lamented death, for ſome time obſcured the 
agreeable proſpects which had lately begun to dawn on the 
nation. On the deceaſe of the noble Marquis, Earl Shel- 
burne was appointed his ſucceſſor. To remove conftitu- 
tional impediments to negociate with the late Britiſh co- 
lonies, an act of parliament was paſſed, granting to the 


crown powers for negotiating or concluding a general or 
particular 
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particular peace or truce with the Whole, or with any part 1782. 
* of the colonies, and for ſetting aſide all former laws, whoſe vw 
p, operation was in contraverition to that purpoſe. | 
e Sir Guy Carleton, who was lately appointed to the com- 
e mand of the royal army in North-America, was inſtructed 
7 to uſe his endeavours for carrying into effect the wiſhes 
» of Great Britain, for an accommodation with the Ame- 
þ ricans. He therefore diſpatched a letter to General Waſh- May, 
$ "ington, informing him of the late proceedings of parlia- 1782. 
b ment, and of the diſpoſitions ſo favourable to America, 
; which were prevalent in Great Britain, and at the ſame . 
time folicited a paſſport: for his ſecretary, Mr. Morgan to 
pay a viſit to Congreſs. His requeſt was refuſed. The 
application for it, with its concomitant circumſtances were 
| "conſidered as introduCtory to a ſcheme for opening negoti- 
| ations with Congreſs or the ſtates, without the concur- 
Tence of their allies: This cauſed no ſmall alarm and gave 
riſe to ſundry reſolutions, by which ſeveral ſtates declared, 
that a propoſition from the enemy to all or any of the 
United States for peace or truce, ſeparate from their allies 
was inadmiſſible. Congreſs not long after reſolved “ that 
they would not enter into the diſcuſſion of any overtures for 
pacification, but in confidence and in concert with his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, and as a proof of this, they recom- 
mended to the ſeveral States to paſs laws, that no ſubject of 
his Britannic Majeſty coming directly or indirectly from any 
part of the Britiſh dominions, be admitted into any of the 
United States during the war.” This deciſive conduct ex- 
tinguiſhed all hopes that Great Britain might have enter- 
tained, of making a ſeparate peace with America, Two 
of the firſt ſovereigns of Europe, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
and the Emperor of Germany, were the mediators in ac- 
compliſhing the great work of peace. Such was the ſtate 
of the contending parties, that the interceſſion of powerful 
mediators was no longer neceſſary. The diſpoſition of 
Great-Britain, to recognize the independence of the Unit- 
ed States, had removed the principal difficulty, which had 
hitherto obſtructed a general pacifcation. It would be cu- 
rious to trace the ſucceſſive ſteps by which the nation was 
brought to this meaſure, ſo irreconcileable to their former 
declarations. ' Various auxiliary cauſes might be called in 
to account for this great change of the public mind of 
Great Britain, but the ſum of the whole muſt be reſolved 
into this ſimple propoſition, ** That it was * 
85 A ſtate 


592 


rn HISTORY; OF, THE; 


of a commercial nation. en the Jon * Cuisine af 


1782. A fate of perpetual war 995 inconſiſtent with the j 


the United States, were John Adams, Benjamin 


hoſtilities was forbidden by ever e Pe 5 5 
The avowed object of the ce and 
America, and the ſteady . \ ara yo ee 


ter into no negotiations without the — each 
other, reduced Great Britain to the alternative of continu- 
ing a hopeleſs unproductive war, or of negotiating unger 
the idea of recogniziug American Indep e, This 
great change of the public mind in Great, Britain, . favaura- 


ble to American independence, took place between No- 


vember 1781, and March 1782. In that interval Mr. 
Laurens was releaſed from bis. copfinement j in the Tower, 
Before and after his releaſe, he had frequent opportunities 
of demonſtrating to perſons in power, that from his petſo- 
nal knowledge of the ſentiments of Congreſs, and of their 


inſtructions to their miniſters, every hope of peace, .with- 


out the acknowledgment of Wren —— was illuſory. 

Seven years experience had proved to the nation ps 
conqueſt of the American States was impracticable ; they 
now received equal conviction, that the recognition E — 


independence, was an indiſpenſible preliminar 
e 


mination of a war, from the continuance af 
pron nor honour was to be acquired. The pride of Ro 
ritain for a long time reſiſted, , but that uſurping paſſion 
was obliged to yield to the ſuperior influence of intereſt. 
The feelings of the great body of the people were na long- 
er to be controuled, by the honour of miniſters, or roman- 
tic ideas of national di ity. At tbe cloſe of the war, a 
revolution was effected in the ſentiments of the nba 
tants of Great Britain, not leſs remarkable than uſſat io 
the beginning of it, took place among the citizens of 
America. 

Independence which was neither thought of nor wiſhed 
for by the latter in the year 1774, and 1775, became in the 
year 1776 their favourite object. A recognition of this, 
which throughout the war, had been with few exceptians 
the object of abhorrence to the Britiſh nation, becane, in 


the year 1782, a popular meaſure in Great Britain, as the 


means of putting an end to a ruinous war. 
The commi ffionets for negotiating peace on the art of 
ns 


lin, John Jay, and, Henry Laurens. On the part of 
Great Britain, Mr. Fitzherbert, and Mr. 'Ofwald.,.. Pro- 


viſional 


* * 
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V 
| then the fertile = extenſive couptries ma ſidęs 
2 on the eaſt fide of the Miſſiſſippi, in 
2 * reſidence of upwards of twenty nations pf 
5 and particularly of the fivę nations, who had long 
_ 4 friends and allies of Great- Britain. An un- 
kmited right of fiſhery an the banks of Newfoundland, 
and an other places where both pations had heretafore 
heen . accuſtomed to fh, was likewiſe confirmed to the 


reaſon to roar but from a combination of circu tances, - 
it was ſearcely:;peflible to. end he war without fimilar con- 
,cefGens/ on the part of Great-Britaip. . alliange 
between France and America, there could A ape 
-without independence. [I;hat once granted, 
other articles followed of gone. It is true the boundaries 
agreeil.upon, were more extenive than the States, — 
£9lenies had :cJajmed, yet dhe ſurplus ceded: pould have 
been. of litile: or no iuſe to &reat- Britain, , might ie 5 
tained: have given an occaſion to a future 
Ache caſe of the loyaliſts was undoubtedly akon 
but - unavoidable, from che complex . 
United: States. The American miniſters _— 
2s they were authoriſed, and , Congreſs did all, pt. 4 
conſtitutionally could; but this ; was go more, rl) 
to recommend their caſe do iche. ſavsral. S fate, he pf 
. H. Qq * 
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poſe of making them reſtitution. To have inſiſted on more, 
under ſuch circumſtances, would have been equivalent to 
ſaying that there ſhould be no peace. It is true much mote 
was expected from the recommendations of Congreſe, than 
reſulted from them: but this was not the conſequence. bf 
deception, but of miſunderſtanding the principles of the 
confederation. In ee to the letter and fpirit of the 
treaty, Congreſs urged in ſtrong terms the propriety of 
making reſtitution to the loyaliſts, but to procure it was 
beyond their power. In the animation produced by the 
war, when the Americans conceived their liberties to be 
in danger, and that their only ſafety conſiſted in obeying 
their fœderal head, they yielded a more unreſerved obedi- 
ence to the recommendations of Congteſs, than is uſually 
paid to the decrees of the moſt arbitrary ſovereigns. But 
the caſe was widely different, when at the cloſe of the war, 
a meaſure was recommended, in direct oppoſition to their 
prejudices. It was the general opinion of the Americans, 
that the continuance of the war, and the aſperity with 
which it had been carried on, was more owing to the ma- 
chinations of their own countrymen, - who had taken part 
with royal government, than to their Britiſh enemies. It 
is certain that the former had been moſt active in predatoty 
excurſions, and moſt: forward in ſcenes of blood and mur- 
der. Their knowledge of the country enabled them to do 
miſchief, which would never have ocurted to European 
ſoldiers. Many powerful paſſions of human nature ope- 
rated againſt making reſtitution to men, who were thus 


conſidered as the authors of ſo great a ſhare of the general 


A 

There were doubtleſs among the loyaliſts many worthy 
characters friends to peace, and lovers of juſtice: To 
ſuch, reſtitution was undoubtedly due, and to many ſuch it 
was made; but it is one of the many calamities incident to 


war, that the innocent, from the impoſſibility of difcrimi- 


— 


nation, are often involved in the fame diſtreſs with the 


guilty. The return of the loyaliſts to their former places 
of reſidence, was as much diſreliſhed by the whig citizens 
of America, as the propoſal for reimburſing their confiſ- 
cated property. In ſundry places committees were formed, 
which in an arbitrary manner, oppoſed their peaceable reſi- 
dence. © The ſober and diſpaſſionate citizens exerted them- 
ſelves'in checking theſe irregular meaſures ; but ſuch was 


the violence of party ſpirit, and fo relaxed were the ſinews 


of government, that in oppoſition to legal authority, = 
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he received in paper. Enou | 
"to make the inhabitants, as well in Great-Britain as in 
America, deprecate war as one of the greateſt evils incident 
to Hur nanity. r eee | 151 
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the private interference of the judicious and moderate, ma- 1782. 


ny indecent outrages were | committed on the perſons andi 


property of the returning loyaliſts. Nor were theſe all the 


ſufferings of thoſe Americans who had attached themſelves 
to the royal cauſe. Being compelled to depart their native 


country, many of them were obliged, to take up their 
abodes in the inhoſpitable wilds of Noya Scotia, or on the 
barren ſhores of the Bahama Iſlands. Parliamentary relief 
was extended to them, but this was obtained with difficulty, 
and diſtributed with a partial hand. Some who invented 
plauſible tales of loyalty and diſtreſs received much more 
than they ever poſſeſſed; but others, leſs artful, were not 
half reimburſed for their actual loſſes. The bulk of the 
ſufferings, ſubſequent to the peace among the Americans, 
fell to : ſhare of the merchants, and others, who ' owed 


money in England. From the operations of the war re- 


mittances were impoſſible, In the mean time payments 
were made in America by a depreciating . paper, under the 


ſanction of a law which made it a legal tender. The un- 
happy perſons, who in this manner ſuffered payment, could 


not apply it to the extinguiſhment of their foreign debts. 
Tf they retained in their hands the paper which was paid to 


them, it daily decreaſed in value: If they inveſted it in 
public ſecurities, from the deficiency of funds, their ſitu- 
ation was no better: If they purchaſed land, ſuch was the 
ſuperabundance of territory ceded by the peace, that it fell 
greatly in value. Under all theſe embarraſſments, the 
American debtor was by treaty bound to make payments in 
* of all his bona fide debts, due in Great-Britain. 
he 


Britiſh merchant was materially injured by being kept 
for many years out of his capital, and the American was 
often ruined by being ultimately held to pay in ſpecie, what 

1 oh Was ſuffered on both ſides 
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Citinen. 
P to the American 28888 the inhabi- 


tants of the Britiſn colonies were. univerſally loyal loyal 


hat three millions of ſuch ſubjects ſhould break through | 


all former attachments, and Se adapt new ones, 
could not reaſonably be expected. The reyoſution bad its 
enemies, as well as its friends, in e of the war. 
Country, religion, local policy, | as private views, 
operated in diſpoſing the inhabitants to take different ſides, 


The N proyinces daun mg y ſettled by one 
3 The influ- 


fort of people, were, nearly of one 
ence of placemen in Boſton, together 'with the connexions 


which they had formed by marriages, had attached fundy 
'mfluential characters in that capital to the ritiſh intere 
but theſe were but as the duſt in the . when com- 
pared with the numerous independent whig 'yeomanry 
of the country. ;T he ſame and other. cauſes. produced a 
large number in "New-York, who were attached to ro 
government. That city had lon been head quarters 
'the- Britiſh army in America, many innen 
and other connexions, had beg made between n Britich 
-ficers, and ſome of their rſt families. The practice 
entailing eftates had. prevailed in N ew-York to a mud 
greater extent, than in'any of the other. provinces. The 
»governors thereof had long been in the Habit of 77 5 
cdheir favorites with extravagant s of lan 
introduced the diſtinction bes landed . tenant, "Tres 
was therefore in New-York an ariſtocratic 
able for numbers, -wealth and influence, which bad | "one 
to fear from independence. The City was alſo divided 
parties by the influence of two ancient and numerous 
milies, the Livingſtones and Delanceys. Theſe Goring 
been Jong accuſtomed to oppoſe each other at elections, 
could rarely be brought to unite, in any political meaſures. 
In this controverſy, one almoſt univerſally took part with 
America, the other with Great- Britain. 
The Iriſh in America, with a few exceptions, were at- 
tached to independence. They had fled from oppreſſion 
in their nativen country, and. eyuld not brook the idea that 
. PIT, | ir 
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had induced ſundry perſans, about the year 1770, to, joke ; 
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the execution of the laws into their own hands, in ſome of 
the remote ſettlements, both of North and South - Carolina. 
In 0 crimes, forms as well as ſubſtance, muſt be 
regarded. From not attending to the former, fome of 
theſe regulators, though perhaps aiming at nothing but 
what, they thought right, committed many offences both 
againſt law and, juſtice, By their violent proceedings re- 
gular, government was proftrated, This drew on them the 
engeance. of royal governors. The regulators having ſuf- 
ered from their hands, were ſlow to oppoſe an eſtabliſhed 
government, whoſe power to puniſh they had recently ex- 
perienced. Apprebending that the meafures of Congreſs 
were like their 6wn regulating ſchemes, and fearing that 

ey would termipate.in the ſame diſagreeable conſequences, 
they, and their adherents were generally oppoſed to the re- 

Religion alſo :divided the inhabitants of America. The 
preſbyterians and independents, were almoſt univerſally at- 
tached to the meaſures of Congreſs. Their religious ſoci- 


elies are governed on the republican plan. | 
From independence they had much to hope, but from 
Great-Britain if finally ſucceſsful, they had reaſon to fear 
the eſtabliſhment of a church hierarchy. Moſt of the epiſ- 
copal miniſters of* the northern provinces, were penſioners 
on the bounty of the Britiſh government. The greateſt 
| part of their clergy, and many of their laity in thets pro- 
vinces, were therefore diſpoſed to ſupport a connexion 'with 
Great-Britain. The epiſcopal clergy in the ſouthern pro- 
vinces being under no ſuch bias, were often among, the 
warmeſt whigs. Some of them foreſeeing the downfall of 
religious eſtabliſhments from the ſucceſs of the Americans, 
were leſs active, but in general where their church was able 
to ſupport itſelf, their clergy and laity, zealouſly eſpouſed 
the cauſe of independence. Great pains were taken to per- 
ſuade them, that thoſe who had been called difſenters, were 
aiming to aboliſh the efeopal eſtabliſhment, to make way 
for their own exaltation, but the good ſenſe of the people, 
reſtrained them from giving any credit to the unfounded 
ſuggeſtion. Religious controverſy was happily kept out of 
view: The well informed of all denominations were con- 
vinced, that the conteſt was for their civil rights, and there- 
fore did not ſuffer any other conſiderations to interfere, or 
diſturb their union. ns TEN 
The quakers with a few exceptions were averſe to inde- 
Es pendence. 
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pendenee In Pennſylvania Fat were numerous, and had 
power in their hands- hands. government are 
rarely patroniſed by any 1250 of 1 men, who; foreſee that 


diminution of Dee eee is likely Jn oa From. | 


the change. 8 rom religious bene De 
to war, and e could not be friendly q A (evo eee 
which could only be effected by the — i "Several indivi- 
Fir. ee and 
g che impulſe of their inclinations, joined their coun- 
N in arms. 158 ſervices America received mn 
two of their, ſociety, Generals Green and MiMin, ma 
ſome amends for the embarraſſment, which. the gelen 
be great body of their people occaſioned to the exertions 
ee ſpends of. independence, 4 
The age temperament of individuals had often ah in- 
fluence. in aint their political character. Old men were 
ſeldom. warm whigs. They could not reliſh the great 
changes which were daily taking place. Attached to anci- 


ent forms and habits, they could not readily accommodate 


themſelves to new ſyſtems, Few of the very rich were 
active in forwarding the reyolution. This was remarkably 
the caſe; in the eaſtern and middle States; but the reverſe 
took place in the ſouthern extreme of the confederacy, 
here were in no part of America, more determined wbigs 
than the opulent flaveholders'in Virginia, the Carolinas 
and Georgia. The active and ſpirited part of the com- 
munity, who felt themſelves poſſeſſed of talents, that would 
raiſe them to eminence in a free government, longed for the 
of independent conſtitutions: But thoſe who 

were in | ey or expectation of royal fayour, or of pro- 
motion from Great-Britain, wiſhed that the connexion be- 
tween the Parent State and the colonies, might be pre- 
ſerved, The young, the ardent, the ambitious and the 
enterpriſing were. moſtly, whigs, but the phlegmatic, the 


timid, the intereſted and thoſe Who wanted deciſion were, 
in general, favourers of Great itain, or at leaſt only the 


lukewarm inactiye friends of Mdependence, The whigs 
received a great reinforcement from the operation of con- 
tinental money. In the year 1775 1776, and in the firſt 
months of 1777, while - bills of Congreſs were in good 
credit, the effects of them were the ſame, as if a foreign 
power had made the United States a preſent of twenty 
million al ſilver dollars. * circulation of ſo ny? a ſum 
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of money, and the employment givett to great numbers in 
mene fo the how arm . mere the numbers 
and invigorated the zeal of the friends to the revolution : 


on the fame principles, the American war was patronifet 


in England, by the many contractors and agents for tranſ- 
porting and füpplying the Beitr arty. In bork caſes the 
inconveniences of ' interrupted commerce were leſſened by 
the ettiployttient which war and a domeſtic cireulation of 
rotiey fubſtitated: in its toom. The convaſions of 'war 
afforded excellent ſhelter for defperate debtors. The ſpitit 
6f the times revolted againſt tagging to gaels for debt, 
mer who were active and zealous in defending their coun- 
try, and om the other hand, thoſe who owed mort than 
they were worth, by going within the Britiſh Tmes; and 
giving theth{dves the merit of UN on the {core of 
yalty, not only put their cteditors to defence, but ſome- 
times obtained promotion or other ſpecial marks of toyal 
favour. 9 5 n r 
The American gevolution, on che one hand, brought 
forth great vices ; but on the other hand, it called forth 
many vittues, and gave 0ccaſiby fot the diſplay of abilities 
which, but for that event, would have been loſt to the 
world. When the war began, the Americans were a tnaſ 
df huſbandmen, merchants, mechanics and fiſhermen ; but 
the neceſſities of the mg 3 70 — fpring to the active 
* of the inhabitants, and ſet them on thinking, ſpeak- 
ng and acting, in a line far beyond that to which they had 
been accuſtomed. The difference between nations 1s not 
% much owing to nature, as to education and circum- 
ſtances. While the Ameticans were guided by the lead- 
ing ſtrings of the mother country, they had no ſcope not 
encbutagement for exertion. All the departments of go- 


vernment were eftabliſhed and executed for them, but not 


by them. In the year 1775 and 1776 the country, being 
ſuddenly thrown into a ſituation that needed the abilities of 
all its ſolis, theſe generally took their places, each accord- 
ing to the bent of his inclination. As they ſeverally pur- 
ſued their objects with ardour, a vaſt expanſion of the hu- 


man mind ſpeetily followed. This diſplayed "itſelf in 3 


variety of ways. It was found that their talents for great 
ſtations did not differ in kind, but only in_ degree, from 


thoſe which were neteſſary for the proper diſcharge bf the 
ordinary buſineſs of civil ſociety. In che buſtle that was 
decaſioned by the war, few inſtances could be produced 
of any perſons who made a figure, or who rendered eſſential 
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of fimilar talents in their reſpective ons. 'Fhoſe who 
from indolence or diffipation, had been of little ſervice to 
the community in time of peace, were found equally unfer- 
viceable in war. A few young men were exceptions to this 


ral rule. Some of who had indul 2 
fines, broke off from their vicious courſes, and on the 
preffing call of their country became uſeful ſervants of the 
public : but the great bulk of thoſe, who were the aQive 
inſtruments ol carrying on the revolution, were ſelf-made, 
induſtrious men. Theſe who by their own exertions, had 
eftabliſhed or laid a foundation for eftabliſhing perſonal in- 
dependence, were moſt penerally truſted, and moft ſuc- 
ceſsfully employed in eſtabliſhing that of their country. In 
theſe times of action, claſſical education was found of leſs 
fervice than good natural parts, guided by common fenfe 
and ſound judgment. | | 
Several names could be mentioned of individuals who, 
without the knowledge of wy other language than their 
mother tongue, wrote not only accurately, but elegantly, 
on public bufineſs. It ſeemed as if the,war not only re- 
quired, but created talents. Men whoſe minds were 
warmed with the love of li , and whoſe abilities were 
improved by daily exerciſe, and ſharpened with a laudable 
a0 to ſerye their diftreſſed country, ſpoke, wrote, 
and ated, with an energy far ſurpaſſing all expectations 
which could be reafonabty founded on their previous ac+ 
quirements. - 
The Americans knew but little of one another, previous 
to the revolution. Trade and buſineſs had brought the 
but the bulk of the people in the interior country were 
ut inted with their fellow citizens. A continental 
army, and a Congreſs compoſed of men from all the States, 
by freely mixing together, were aſſimilated into one maſs. 
Individuals of both, mingling with the citizens, diſſemi- 
nated principles of union among them. Local prejudi s 
abated. By frequent collifion aſperities were worn off, 2 


3 foundation was laid for the eſtabliſhment of a nation, out 


of diſcordant materials. Intermarriages between men 

women of different States were much more common than 
before the war, and became an additional cement to the 
union. Tinreaſonable jealouſies had exiſted between the 
inhabitants of the eaſtern and of the ſouthern States ; but 


ſervices; but from among thoſe, who had given ſpecimens 


: 
' I 
; ] 


try, excited one oß its ſons, the 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


on becoming better 4cquainted with each other, theſe in a 
great meaſure ſubſided. A wiſer policy prevailed. Men, 
of liberal minds led the way in diſcouraging local diſtincti- 
ons, and the great body of the people, as ſoon as reaſon got 
the better of prejudice, found that their beſt_ intereſts 
would be moſt effectually promoted by ſuch practices and 
ſentiments as were favourable to union. Religious bigotry 
bad broken in upon the peace of various ſects, before the 
American war, This was kept up by partial eſtabliſh- 
ments, and by a dread that the church of England through 
the power of the mother country, would be made to tri- 
umph over all other denominations. Theſe apprehenſions 
were done away by the revolution. The different ſects, 
baving nothing to fear from each other, diſmiſſed all reli». 
gious controverſy, A propoſal for introducing biſhops into 
America beſore the war, had kindled a flame among the 
diſſenters ; but the revolution was no ſooner accomplithed, 
than a ſcheme for that purpoſe was perfected, with the con- 
ſent and approbation of all thoſe ſets who had. previouſly 
oppoſed it, Pulpits which had formerly been ſhut to wor- 
thy men, becauſe their heads had not been conſecrated by 
the impoſition of the hands of a Biſhop or of a Preſbytery, 
have ſince the eſtabliſhment of independence, been reci- 
procally opened to each other, whenſoever the public con- 
venience required it. The world will ſoon, ſee the reſult 
of an experiment in politics, and be able to determine whe- 
ther the happineſs of ſociety js increaſed by religious ęſta- 
bliſhments, or diminiſhed by m chem. 
Though ſchools and colleges were generally ſhut up du- 
ring the war, yet many of the arts and ſciences were pro- 
moted by it. The Geography of the United States before 
the revolution was but little known ; but the marches of 
armies, and the operations of war, gave birth to many 
geographical enquiries and diſcoveries, which otherwiſe 
would not have been made. A paſſionate fondnels for ſtu- 
dies-of this kind, and the growing importance of the coun- 
| | — Mr. Morſe, to travel 
through every State of the Union, and amaſs a fund of to- 
pographical knowledge, far exceeding any thing hereto- 
fore communicated to the public. Ihe neceſſities of the 
tates led to the ſtudy of Tactics, Fortification, Gun- 
nery, and a variety of other arts connected with war, and 
diffuſed a knowledge of them among a peaceable people, 
who would otherwiſe have had no inducement to ſtudy 
them, 
bane The 
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The abilities of ingenious men were directed to make 
farther improvements in the art of deſtroying an enemy. 
Among theſe; David Buſhnell of Connecticut invented a 
machine for ſubmatine navigation, which was found to an- 
ſwer the purpoſe of rowing horizontally, at any given 
depth under water, and of riſing or finking at pleaſure. 
To this was attached à magazine of powder, and the whole 
was contrived in ſuch a manner, as to make it practicable 
to blow up vellels by machinary under them. Mr. 
Buſhnell alfo contrived ſundry other curious machines for 
the annoyance of Britiſh ſnipping; but from accident they 
only ſucceeded in part. He deſtroyed one veſſel in charge 
of Commodote Symonds, and a r og near the ſhore 

Surgery was one of the arts which was promoted by 
the war. From the want of hoſpitals and other aids, the 
medical men of America, had few opportunities of per- 
teting themſelves in this art, the thorough knowledge of 
which can only be acquired by practice and obſervation. 
The melancholy events of battles, gave the American ſtu- 
dents an opportunity of ſeeing, and learning more in one 
day, than they could have acquired in years of peace. It 
was in the hoſpitals of the United States, that Dr. Ruſh 
firſt diſcovered the method of curing the lock jaw. by bark 
and wine, added to other invigorating remedies, -which has 
ſince been adopted with ſucceſs in Europe, as well as in the 

United States. n e 

The ſcience of government, has been more generally 
diffuſed among the Americans by means of the revolution. 

The policy of Great- Britain, in throwing them out of her 
protection, induced a neceſſity of eſtabliſhing independent 
conſtitutions. This led to reading and reaſoning on the 
ſubject. The many errors that were at firft committed by 
unexperienced ſtateſmen, have been a pracłical comment on 
the folly of unbalanced conſtitutions, and injudicious laws. 


The diſcuſhons concerning the new conſtitution, gave birth 


to much reaſoning on the ſubject of government, and par- 
ticularly to a ſeries of letters ſigned Publius, but really the 
work of Alexander Hamilton, in which much political 
knowledge and wiſdom were diſplayed, and which will long 
remain a monument of the ſtrength and acuteneſs of the 
human underſtanding in inveſtigating truth. 
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- When Great-Britain firſt began her; enctoaahmentz on 
the colonies, there werefew natives off America who: had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelues as. ſpeakem an writers, but the 
controverſy. between the two countries multiplied; thais 
number. eine oy 7 We 

Ide ſtamp act. which was to haue taken. place in 1765, 
employed the pens; and; tongues of many: of the coloniſts, 
and! by repeated exerciſe improved their; ability to ſerve. their, 
country. The taxes impoſed-im 1707, called forth the pen 
of John Diekinſon, uho in a ſeries of letters. figned a Penn- 
fylvania: Farmen, may be ſaid to have fown the ſeeds of the 
revolution. Being univerſally. read by the eoloniſts, they 
univerſally enlighteped them ou the dangerous conſequences, 
likely to reſult frofMheir being taxed by the parliament of 
Steat- Britain. 

. In, efiabliſhing American independence, the pen and to 
preſs had merit equal to that of the Word. As the war was 
the people's war, and was carried on without ſunds, the 
exertions of the army would have been inſuffleient to effec 
the revolution, unleſs. the great dody of the people had been 
prepared fon it, and alſo, kept in a conſtant diſpoſition to 
oppoſe Great» Britain. To rouſe and unite the inhabitants, 
and to. perſuade, them to. patience for ſeveral years, unde: 
preſent ſufferings, with the hope of obtaining remote ad. 
vantages for the poſtexity, Was a work of difficulty: 
This was. effected in a great meaſure by the tongues and 
pens of the well informed citizens, and on it depended tho 


ſucceſs of military operations. 


To enumerate the names of all thoſe who were ſucceſs; 
ful labourers in this arducus buſineſs, is Impoſſible, The 
following liſt contains in nearly alphabetical order, the 
names of the moſt diſtinguiſhed writers in favpur of the 
rights of America. FF: 

John Adams, and Samucl Adams, of Boſton ; Bland, 
of Virginia; John Dickinſon, of Pennſylvania; Daniel 


Dulany, of Annapolis; William Henry Drayton, of 


Sauth-Carolina z Dr. Franklin, of Philadelphia; Jobn 
Jay, and Alexander Hamilton, of New-York; Thomas 
efferſon, and Arthur Lee of Virginia; Jonathan Hyman, 
of Connecticut; Goyernor Livingſton, of New-Jerley ; 
Dr. Mayhew, and James Otis, of Baſton; Thomas Paine, 
Dr. Ruſh, Charles Thampſon, and James Wilſon, of 
Philadelphia; William Tennant, of South-Carolina; Jo- 
fiah Quincy, and Dr. Warren, of Boſton. Theſe and 
many others laboured in enlightening their countrymen, 
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vn the ſubject of their political intereſts, and in anttttatirg 
them n conduct, in defence of their ber- 
ties. To theſe individuals may be added, the great 
of the clergy, eſpecially in New- England. The printers 
of news- had 'alfo much merit in the fame way. 
Pafticularly Eedes ànd Gill, of Boſton; Holt, of New- 
1 Bradford, of Phiitadeſphia'; and Timothy, of South- 

ra. f ; 42 I; 4 

Tue early attention which trad been paid to literature in 
New England, was alſo eminently conducive to the ſuccels 
-6f the Ameticans tn reſiſting Great!Britain. The univer- 
"ty of Cambridge was founded 'as-eatly as 1636, and Yate 
-college in 1700. It has been computed, that in the year 
che Boſton port act tas paſſed, there were in the four ca 
tern — = two thouſand graduates of their 
(Colleges diſperſed thtough their feveral towns, Who by their 
knowledge and abilities, were able to influence and direct 
'the great body of the people to a proper line of conduct, 
For tg the encroachmetits of Great-Britain on their 
"liberties. The eheges to the ſouthward of New England, 
except that of Wilham arid Mary in Virginia, were but of 
modern date; but had beem of | a*ſtanding F 
«Jong, to have tralned for public ſervice, a conſiderabſe 


 *trimber ef che youch of the cbuntry. The college of 


New Jerſey, which was incotporated about 28 years be- 


ſote the revolution, had in that time educated upwards of 


300 perfons, "who, with a few exceptions, were active and 
\ofeful friends of independence. From the influence which 
knowledge had in fecutiug and'preferving the liberties of 
America, the preſent generation may trace the wiſe policy 
-of their fathers, in erecting ſchools and colleges. They 
may alfo learn that it is their duty to found more, and ſup- 
port all ſuch inſtitutions. Wichout the advantages derived 
from theſe ligiits of this new world, che United States 
-would*probably have. fallen in their unequal conteſt wich 
Great- Britain. Union Which was eſſential to the ſucceſs 
-of their reſiſtance, could ſcarcely have taken place, in the 
"meafares adopted by an ignorant multitude. Much leſs 
<eould wiſdom in council, unity in ſyſtem, or perſeverance 
in the proſecution of a long and ſelf denying war, be ex- 
'peEted from an  uninfortned people. It is a well known 
fact, that perſons unfriendly to the revolution, were always 
moſt numerous, in thofe parts of the United States, which 
"had either never been illuminated, or but faintly-warmed 
39 a e | 7 by 
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by the rays of ſcience... The uninformed and the miſin- 
formed, conſtituted a great proportion of thoſe Americans, 
who preferred the leading ſtrings of the Parent State, 
though encroaching on their liberties, to a government- of 


their own countrymen and fellow citizens. 

As literature had in the firſt inſtance favoured the reva- 
Jution, ſo in its turn, the revolution promoted literature, 
The ſtudy of eloquence and of the Belles lettres, was more 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted in America, after the diſputes be- 
tween Great- Britain and her colonies began to be ſerious, 
than it had ever been before. The various orations, ad- 
dreſſes, letters, diſſertations and other literary performances 
which the war made neceſſary, called forth abilities where 
they were, and excited the riſing generation to ſtudy arts, 
which brought with them their own, reward. Many inci- 


. dents afforded materials for the favourites of the mules; to 


diſplay their talents, Even burleſquing royal proclamati- 
ons, = parodies and doggerel poetry, had great effects on 
the minds of the people. A celebrated hiſtorian has re- 
marked, that the ſong of Lillibullero forwarded the revo- 
lution of 1688 in England. It may be yy airs, that 
ſimilar productions produced ſimilar effetts in America. 
Francis Hopkinfon rendered effential ſervice to his country, 
by turning the artillery of wit and ridicule on the enemy. 
Philip Freneau laboured ſorcery in the ſame way. 


Royal proclamations and other productions which iſſued 


from royal printing preſſes, were by the help of a warm 
imaginations, arrayed in ſuch drefles as rendered them truly 
ridiculous. Trumbull. with a vein of original Hudibraſtic 
humcur, diverted his countrymen, ſo much with the fol- 
lies of their enemies, that for a time they, forgot the cala- 
mities of war. Humphries twined the literary with the 
military laurel, by fuperadding the fame of an elegant poet, 
to that of an accompliſhed, afficer.: Barlow increaſed, the 
fame of his country and of the diſtinguiſhed actors in the 
revolution, by the bold defign of an epic poem ably exe- 
cuted, on the idea that Columbus foreſaw in viſion, the 
great ſcenes that were to be tranſacted on the theatre of 
that new world, which he had diſcovered; Dwight ſtruck 
out in the ſame line, and at an early period of lite finiſhed, 
an elegant work entitled the conquelt of Canaan, on a plan 
which has rarely been attempted. The principles of their 
mother tongue, were firſt unfolded to. the Americans fince 
the revolution, by their cougtryman Webſter, Purſuing an 


unbeaten 
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- unbeaten) track, he has mide diſcoveries in the genius and 


conſtruction of the Engliſh language, which had eſcaped 
the reſearches of preceding philologiſts. Theſe and a 
group of other literary characters have been brought into 
view by the revolution. It is remarkable, that of theſe, 


Connecticut has produced an unuſual proportion. In that 


truly republican ſtate, every thing conſpires to adorn hu- 
man nature with its higheft honours. | | | 
From the latter periods of the revolution till the preſent 


time, ſthools, colleges, ſocieties and inſtitutions for pro- 


— literature, arts, manufactures, agriculture, and for 
extending human happineſs, have been increaſed far 
any thing that ever took place before the declaration of in- 
dependence. Every ſtate in the union, has done more or 
leſs in this way, but Pennſylvania has done the moſt. The 
following inftitutions have been very lately founded in that 
ſtate, and moſt of them in the time of the war or fince the 
— An univerſity in the city of Philadelphia; a col- 
ege of phyſicians in the ſame place; Dickinſon college at 
Carliſle; Franklin college at Lancaſter; the Proteſtant 
Epiſcopal academy in Philadelphia ; academies at York- 
town, at Germantown, at Pittſburgh and Waſhington ; 
and an academy in Philadelphia for young ladies; ſocieties 
for promoting political enquiries z for the medical relief of 
the poor, — Y the title of the Philadelphia Diſpenſary; for 
promoting the abolition of ſlavery, - and the relief of free ne- 
groes unlawfully held in bondage; for propagating the goſ- 
— among the Indians, under the direction of the United 
rethren; for the encouragement of manufactures and the 
uſeful arts; for alleviating the miſeries of priſons. Such 


have been ſome of the beneficial effects, which have reſult- 


ed from that expanſion of the human mind, which has been 
produced by the revolution, but theſe have not been with- 
Out alloy. "IDE. | | 
To overſet an eſtabliſhed government unhinges many of 
thoſe principles, which bind individuals to each other. A 
long time, and much prudence, will be neceſſary to repro- 
duce a ſpirit. of union and that reverence for government, 
without which ſociety is a rope of-ſand. The right of the 
people-to reſiſt their rulers, when invading their liberties, 


forms the corner ſtone of the American republics. This 


principle, though juſt it itſelf, is not favourable to the 
tranquillity of preſent eſtabliſhments. The maxims and 
meaſures, which in the years 1774 and 1775 were . 


% 
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which is a ſecurity for the punctual 


Tents of the citizens of the 
proved by the revolution, hut their moral: character is inſe- 
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fully inculcated and adopted by American -;patriots, for 
overſetting the:eftabliſhed government, will anſwer a ſimi. 
lar purpoſe when recuvrance is had to them by factiaus de. 
nee for diſturbing theifreeſt governments that were 
ever deviſad. | 


War never fails to injure the morals of thEpeople en. 
"Sage dn e 'The American war, in particular, hail an 
unhappy influence of this kind. Being begun :withaut 
funds or regular eftabliſhments, it could not be carrieu on 
without violating private rights; and in its prigrefs, it 
involved a for breaking ſalemn promiſes, and 
plighted public faith. Ihe failure of mational juiftice, which 
was in ſome degree unavoidable, incrraſed the difficulies 
of performing private :and weakened that 
ſenſibility to the obligations of public and-private 8 
+ OT con- 


8. N * nn 1 
In conſequence. of the war, the inſtitutions of religion 


| have been deranged, the public worſhip of che Dxity ſuſ- 


pended, and a great number of the inhabitants deprived of 
the ordinary means of obtaining that religious knowledge, 
which tames the fiercenefs, ſoftens the rudeneſs, of hu- 
man paſſions and: manners. Many of the temples dadicated 
to the ſervice of the moſt High, were :deftroyed, and theſe 
from a deficienoy of ability and incligation, are nat yet re- 
built. The clergy were ſoft to ſuſfer, without proper dup- 


port. The depreciation:of the ꝓaper currency as parti- 


cularly injurious to them. It reduced their ſalaries ito a 
pittance, ſo inſuſſicient for their maintenance, that ſeveral 
of them were obliged to lay :down:their ꝓroſeſſion, and. en- 
gage in other purſuits. Public preaching, of which many 


of the inhabitants were thus deprived, ſeldom fails / of ren- 


dering eſſential ſenvice to ſocisty, by civiliſing the multi- 
tude and forming them to ion. No claſs of citizens have 
contributed more to the revdlution chan the ; clergy, and 
none have hitherto ſuffered more in -conſequenee of it. 
From the diminution of their number, and the penury to 
which they have been ſubjected, civil government has loſt 
many of the advantages it formerly derived from: the public 
inftructions of that uſeful order of men. 
On the whole, the literary, political, and military ta- 
Bacall Stabes have been im- 
rior to what it formerly was. So great ĩs the: change for 2 
| worſe, 


— 
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worſe, that the friends of public order are loudly called 5. 
upon to exert their utmoſt abilities, in extirpating the vici- 
ous principles and habits, which have taken deep root dur- 
ing the late convulſions. 
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The diſcharge of the American army : The evacuation. of 
New-York: The reſignation of General Waſhington : 
Arrangements of Congreſs for the diſpoſing of their weſ- 

Th tern terri * and paying their debts : The diftreſſes of 
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Es the States after the peace: The inefficacy of the articles r 
nt the Confederation : A Grand Convention 7 amending the 

r, Government : The New Conflitution : General Waſhing- . 
4 ten appointed Preſident: An addreſs to the people of the 
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United States. 


- WARE the citizens of the United States were 1783. 
anticipating the bleſſings of peace, their army oy 
e, BY which had ſucceſsfully ſtemmed the tide of Britiſh victo- * 
- ries, was unrewarded for its ſervices. The States which 
d had been reſcued by their exertions from ſlavery, were in 
ſe no condition to pay them their ſtipulated due. Lo diſmiſs 
-officers and ſoldiers, who had ſpent the prime of their days ' 
= in ſerving their country, without an equivalent for their 
* labours, or even a ſufficiency to enable them to gain a de- 
a cent living, was a hard but unavoidable caſe. An attempt Mar. 10. 
1 was made by anonymous and ſeditious publications to in- | 
flame the minds of the officers and ſoldiers, and induce them 
to unite in redreſſing their own grievances, while they had 
arms in their hands. As ſoon as General Waſhington was 
informed of the nature of theſe papers, he requeſted the 
General and field officers, with one officer from each com- 
pany, and a proper repreſentation from the ſtaff of the ar- 
my, to aſſemble on an early day. He rightly judged that Mar. 15. 
it- would be much eaſier to divert from a wrong to a right 
path, than to recall fatal and haſty ſteps, after they had 
once been taken. The period, previouſly to the meeting 
of the officers, was improved in preparing them for the 
adoption of moderate meaſures. Gen. Waſhington ſent 13. 
for one officer after another, and enlarged in private, on - 


- the fatal conſequences, and particularly on the loſs of cha- 
c racter to the whole army, which would reſult from intem- 
, Vol. II. | Rr perate 
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fully /inculcated and adopted by American patriots, Gor 
overſatting the eſtabliſted government, will anſwer:a fimi. 
lar purpoſe when recurrence is had to them by:faQtiaus.de. 
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War never fails to injuve 
X in &. | particular 
unhappy influence of this kind. Being begun without 
funds or regular eftabliſhments, it could not be carrien on 
without violating private rights ; and in its ꝓrugreſs, it 
involved a for breaking ſaletun promiſes, and 
Pplrghted public faith. Ihe failure of mational guiftice, which 
Wa in ſome degree unavoidable, inerraſed the diſſic ulties 
of rformin private engagements, :and weakened that 
ſenſibility” to the obligations of public and-private hon, 
which is a ſeourity for the punctual r e 
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worſe, that the friends of public order are loudly called 
upon to exert their utmoſt abilities, in extirpating the vici- 


ous principles and habits, which "_ taken * root dur- 
ing * convulbens. 8 
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The | Mark of the American army : The 3 of 
New-York: The reſignation of. penn Wafhington : 
' Arrangements of Congreſs for the diſpaſing of their be. 
tern territory, and paying Un debts © 755 diftreſſes of. 
the States 72 the peace : The inefficacy g the articles it 
"the Confederation : A Grand Convention for amending the 
Government - The New Conftitution : General W. I | 
ton appointed R An addreſs to the people of the 
United $ fates.” 


HILE the citizens of the United States were 1783. 
anticipating the bleſſings of peace, their army 
which had ſucceſsfully ſtemmed the tide of Britiſh victo 
ries, was unrewarded for its ſervices. The States which 
had been reſcued by their exertions from ſlavety, were in 
no condition to pay them their ſtipulated due. ['o diſmiſs 
officers and ſoldiers, who had ſpent the prime of their days 
in ſerving their country, without an equivalent for their 5 
-labours, or even a ſufficiency to enable them to gain a de- 
a cent living, was a hard but unavoidable caſe. An attempt Mar. 10. 
1 was made by anonymous and ſeditious publications to in- | 
flame the minds of the officers and ſoldiers, and induce them 
y NE to unite in redrefling their own grievances, white they had 
arms in their hands. As ſoon as General Waſhington was 
Þ informed of the nature of theſe papers, he requeſted the 
General and field officers, with one officer from each com- 
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d pany, and a proper repreſentation from the ſtaff of the ar- 

. my, to aſſemble on an early day. He rightly judged that Mar. 18. 

0 it would be much eaſier to divert from a wrong to a right | 

t path, than to recall fatal and haſty ſteps, after they had y_ 

0 once been taken. The period, previouſly to the meeting | 
of the oflicers, was improved in preparing them for the 

- adoption of moderate meaſures. Gen. Waſhington ſent 15, 

- for one officer after another, and enlarged in private, on - 

- the fatal conſequences, and particularly on the loſs of cha- 

e racter to the Whole army, Which — reſult from intem- 
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LEA— commander in chief addrefled them in a ſpeech well calcu- 


lated to calm their minds. He alſo pledged himſelf to ex- 


ert all his abilities and influence in their favour, and re- 


queſted them to rely on the faith of their country, and con- 


jured them & as they valued their honour as they reſpect- 


ed the rights of humanity, and as they regarded the military 
and national character of America, to expreſs their utmoſt 


deteſtation of the man, who was attempting to open the 


floodgates of civil diſcord, and deluge their riſing empire 
with blood.“ Gen. Waſhington then retired. The minds 
of thoſe who had heard him were in ſuch an irritable ſtate, 
that nothing but their moſt ardent patriotiſm. and his un- 
bounded influence, prevented the propoſal of raſh reſolu- 
tions which if adopted, would have ſullied the glory of ſe- 
ven years ſervice. No reply whatever was made to the 


General's Speech. The happy moment was ſeized, while 


the minds of the officers ſoftened by the eloquence of their 


beloved commander, were in a yielding ſtate, and a'refo- 


lution. was unanimeuſly adopted by which they declared 


that no circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger, ſhould induce 


a condu d that might tend to ſully the reputation and glory 


they had acquired, that the army continued to have an un- 
ſhaken confidence, in the juſtice of Congreſs and their 


country, and that they viewed with abhorrenee and rejected 
with diſdain, the infamous. propoſitions in the late anony- 


mous addreſs to the officers of the army. Too much praiſe 


cannot be given to General Waſhington, for the patriotiſm - 


and deciſion which marked his conduct, in the whole of 


Mar. 22. 


May 26. 


got over. A great part of an unpaid army, was diſbanded 


this ſerious tranſaction. Perhaps in., no: inſtance did the 
United States receive from heaven a more fignal delive- 
rance, through the hands of the commander in chief. 
Soon after theſe events, Congreſs completed a reſolution 
which had been for fome time pending, that the officers of 
their army, who preferred a ſum in groſs to an annuity, 
ſhould be entitled to receive to the amount of five years full 
pay, in money or ſecurities at fix per cent. per. annum, in- 
ſtead of the balf pay for life, which had been previouſly pro- 
miſed to them. RES 


To avoid the inconveniences of diſmiſſing a great num- 


ber of ſoldiers in a body, furloughs were freely granted to 
individuals, and after their diſperſion they were not enjoin- 
ed to return. By this arrangement a eritical moment was 


and 
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and diſperſed over the Statet, without tumult or diforder. 178g. 
The privates generally betook themſelves to labour, and — 
crowned the merit of being good ſoldiers; by becoming 
good citizens. Several of the American officers, who had 
been bred - mechanics reſumed - their trades. In old coun- 
tries the diſbanding a ſingle . regiment, even though fully 
paid, has often produced ſerious conſequences, but in Ame- 
rica here arms had been taken up for ſelf-defence, they 
were peaceably laid down as ſoon as they became unneceſſa- 
ry. As foldiers had been eaſily and ſpeedily formed in 177 5, 
out of farmers, planters and mechanics, with equal eaſe 
and expedition in the year 1783, they dropped their adven- 
titious character, and reſumed their former occupations. 

About 80 of the Pennſylvania levies formed an exception 

to the prevailing peaceable diſpoſition of the army. Theſe 

in defiance of their officers, ſet out from Lancaſter and 

marched to Philadelphia to ſeek a redreſs of their grievances, 

from the executive council of the ſtate. Ihe mutineers in June 20 

oppoſition to advice and intreaties, perſiſted in their march,” 1783. 

till they arrived at Philadelphia. They wefe there joined 783.4 

by ſome other troops, who were quartered in the batracks. 

The whole amounting to upwards of 300 men, marched 

with fixed bayonets and drums, to the State-houſe, in which 

Congrefs and the ſupreme executive council of Pennſylva- 

nia held their ſeſſions. They placed guards at every door, 

and ſent a written meſſage to the Preſident and Council of 

the State, and threatened to let looſe an enraged ſaldiery 

upon them, if they were not gratified as to their demand 

within 20 minutes. The fituation of Congreſs, though 

they were not the particular object of the foldiers reſent- 

ment, was far from being agreeable. After being about 

three hours under durefle they retired, but previouſly re- 

ſolved that the authority of the United States had been 

groſsly inſulted. Soon after they left Philadelphia, and fix- 

ed on Princeton as the place of their next meeting. Ge- 

neral Waſhington immediately ordered a large detachment 

of his army, to march for Philadelphia. Previoufly to their 

arrival, the diſturbances were quieted without bloodſhed. 

Several of the mutineers were tried and condemned, two 

to ſoffer death, and four to receive corporal puniſhment, 

but tliey were all afterwards pardoned. 15 
Towards the cloſe of the year, Congreſs iſſued a procla- OR. 18, 

mation, in which the armies of the United States were ap- 1783. 
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plauded, “ for having diſplayed in the progreſs of an ar- 
duous and difficult war, every military and patriotic virtue, 
and in which the thanks of their country were given them, 
for their long, eminent and faithful ſervices.” Con 

then declared it to be their pleaſure, „ that ſach part of 
their fœderal armies, as ſtood engaged to ferve during the 
war, ſhould from and after the third day of November next, 
be abſolutely diſcharged from the ſaid ſervice.” On the 
day preceding their diſmiſſion, General Waſhington iſſued 
his farewel orders, in the moſt endearing language. After 
giving them his advice reſpecting their future conduct, and 


dding them an affectionate farewel, he concluded with 


theſe words, © May ample juſtice be done them here, and 
may the choiceſt of Heaven's favours, both here and here- 
after, attend thoſe, who under the Divine Auſpices have 
ſecured innumerable bleſſings for others. With theſe 
Wiſhes, and this Benediction, the Commander in Chief is 


about to retire from ſervice; the Curtain of Separation will 


ſoon be drawn, and the military ſcene, to him, will be 
cloſed for ever.” | 

Wich great exertions of the ſuperintendant of finance, 
four months pay, in part of ſeveral years arrearages, were 
given to the army. This ſum, though trifling, was all 


the immediate recompenſe the States were able to make to 


Nov. 25. 


thoſe brave men, who had conducted their country through 


an eight years war, to peace and independence. 

The evacuation of New-York, took place in about three 
weeks after the American army was diſcharged. For a 
twelvemonth preceding, there had been an unreſtrained 
communication between that city, though a Britiſh garri- 
ſon, and the adjacent country. The bitterneſs of war paſſ- 
ed away, and civilities were freely interchanged between 
thoſe, who had lately ſought for apportunities to deſtroy 
each other. General Waſhington and Governor Clinton, 


. with their ſuites, made a public entry into the city of New- 


York, as ſoon as the royal army was withdrawn. The 
Lieutenant Governor, and members of the council, the of- 
ficers of the American army, and the citizens, followed in 
an elegant proceſſion. It was remarked that an unuſual 
proportion of thoſe who in 1776, had fled from New-York, 
were by death cut off frgm partaking in the general joy, 
which flowed in upon their fellow citizens, on returning to 
their ancient habitations. The eaſe and afluence which 
they enjoyed in the days of their proſperity, made the ſeve- 
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rities of - exile inconvenient to all, and fatal to many, parti - 1783. 
cularly to ſuch as were advanced in life. Thoſe who ſurs 2 


vived, both felt and expreſſed the overflowings of joy, on 
finding their ſufferings and ſervices rewarded with recovery 
of their country; the expulſion of their enemies, and the 
eſtabliſhment of their independence, In the evening there 
was a diſplay of fire-works, which exceeded gvery thing of 


the kind before ſeen in the United States, They com- 


menced by a dove's deſcending with an olive branch, and 
ſetting fire to a marron battery. . 

The hour now approached in which it became neceſſary 
for Genera] Waſhington to take leave of his officers, who 
had been endeared to him by a long ſeries of common ſuf- 
ferings and dangers. This was done in a ſolemn manner, 
The officers haying previouſly aſſembled for the purpoſe, 
General Waſhington joined them, and calling for a glaſs 
of wine, thus addreſſed them, „“ with an heart full of love 
and gratityde, I now take leave of you, I moſt devoutly 
wiſh that your latter days may be as proſperous and happy, 
as your former ones have been glorious and honourable,” 


The officers came up ſucceſſively, and he took an affectio- 


nate leave of each of them. When this affecting ſcene was 
over, Waſhington left the room, and paſſed through the 
corps of light infantry, to the place of embarkation. The 
officers followed in a Dana mute proceſſion, with dejected 
countenances, On his entering the barge to croſs the north 
river, he turned towards the companjons of his glory, and 
by waving his hat, bid them a filent adieu. Some of them 
anſwered this laſt ſignal of reſpect and affection with tears, 
and all of them hung upon the barge which conveyed him 
from their ſight, till they could no longer diſtinguiſh in it 
the perſon of their beloved commander in chief, | | 
A propoſal was made to ane the friendſhip of the 
officers, by forming themſelves into a ſociety, to be named 
after the famous Roman patriot Cincinnatus, The extreme 
jealouſy of the new republics ſuſpected danger to their liber- 
ties, from the union of the leaders of their late army, and 
eſpecially from a part of their inſtitution, which held out to 
their poſterity, the honour of being admitted members of 
the ſame ſociety. To obviate all grounds of fear, the ge- 
neral meeting of the ſociety, recommended an alteration of 
their inſtitution, which has been adopted by eight of the 
ſtate ſocieties. By this recommendation it was propoſed to 
expunge every thing that was hereditary, and to retain wp 
| elſe 
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elſe than their original name, and a focial charitable infti- 


tution for perpetuating their perſonal friendfhips, and re- 


lieving the wants of their indigent brethren. General 
Waſhington on the approaching diffolution of the American 
army, by a circular letter to the Governors or Preſidents 
of the individual ſtates, gave his parting advice to his coun- 
trymen; and with all the charms of 5 | 
the neceffity of union, juſtice, ſubordination and of fuch 
principles and practices, as their new ſituation required. 
The army being diſbanded, the commander in chief pro- 
ceeded to Annapolis, then the feat of Congreſs, to refign 
his commiffion. On his way thither, he delivered to the 
Comptroller in Philadelphia an account of the expenditure 
of all the public money he had ever received. This was in 
his own hand-writing, and every entry was made in a very 
particular manner. The whole ſum, which in the courſe 
of the war had paſſed through his hands, amounted only to 
C. 14,479 18 9 fterling,.. Nothing was charged or re- 
tained as a reward for perſonal ſervices, and actual diſ- 
burſements had been managed with ſuch œconomy and 
fidelity, that they were all covered by the aboye moderate 


ſum. 


In every town and village, through which the General 


paſſed, he was met be pos and private demonftrations of 
gratitude and joy. hen he arrived at Annapolis, he in- 
formed Congrefs of his intention to aſk leave to reſign the 
commiffion he had the honour to hold in their ſervice, and 
defired to know their pleaſure in what manner it would be 
moſt proper to be done. They reſolved that it ſhould be in 
a public audience. When the day fixed for that purpoſe 
arrived, a great number of diſtinguiſhed perſonages attend- 
ed the intereſting ſcene. At a proper moment, Gen. Wafh- 
ington addreffed Thomas Mifflin the Preſident, in the fol- 
lowing words: | | 
1 Mr. Prefident, 

4 The great events on which my reſignation depended, 
having at length taken place, T have now the honour of of- 
fering my ſincere congratulations to Congreſs, and of pre- 
fenting myſelf before them to ſurrender into their hands, the 
truſt committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of re- 


tiring from the ſervice of my country.” 

« Happy in the confirmation of our independence and 
fovereignty, and pleafed with the opportunity afforded the 
United States of becoming a reſpectable nation, I reſign 
n a A ern Bo 
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with ſatisfaction the © Wye I accepted with difidence; 1783. 
I 


a diffidence in my ab 
which however was ſuperſeded by a confidence in the recti- 
tude of our cauſe, the ſupport of the Supreme Power of the 
Union, and the patronage of Heaven.“ a ; 

« The ſucceſsful termination of the war has verified the 
moſt ſanguine expectations, and my gratitude for the inter- 
poſition of Providence, and the aſſiſtance I have received 
from my countrymen, increaſes with every review of the 


momentous conteſt.” 


4 While [ repeat my obligations to the army in general, 


I ſhould do injuſtice to my own feelings not to acknowledge, 
in this place, the peculiar ſervices, and diſtinguiſhed-merits 
of the perſons who have been attached to my perſon during 
the war: it was impoſſible the choice of confidential offi- 
cers to compoſe my family ſhould have been more fortus 


nate; permit me, Sir, to recommend in particular thoſe ' 


who have continued in the ſervice to the prefent moment, 
as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage of Con» 


greſs.“ | 


« I conſider it as an indiſpenſible duty to cloſe this laſt 
ſolemn act of my official life, by commending the intereſts 
of our deareſt country to the protection of Almighty God, 
— thoſe who have the ſuperintendance of them, to His holy 

eeping.”” We | S's 

i Haviog now finiſhed the work aſſigned me, I retire 
from the great theatre of action; and bidding an affectio» 
nate farewel to this auguſt body, under whoſe orders I have 
long acted, I here offer my commiſſion, and take my leave 
of all the employments of public life.” 1 

To this the Preſident returned the following anſwer. 

„The United States in Congreſs aſſembled, receive 


with emotions too affecting for utterance, the ſolemn reſig- 


nation of the authorities under which you have led-their 
troops with ſucceſs, through a perilous and doubtful war,” 
Called upon by your country to defend its invaded 


rights, you the ſacred charge before it had formed 
alliances, and whilſt it was without friends or a government 
to ſupport you.“ : 


© You have conducted the great military conteſt with 
wiſdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the rights of the 

civil power through all diſaſters and changes: you have 

by the love and confidence of your fellow citizens enabled 

them to diſplay their martial genius, and tranſmit their fame 

to poſterity ; you baye perſevered, till theſe United * 
aide 


\ 


to accomplith fo arduous a taſk, wo, 


[ 
| 
| 


| 
| 


# 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
. 
31 


616 


- THE HISTORY OF THE / 


1783. aided by a magnanimous King and nation, have been ena- 
— dled, under a juſt Providence, to cloſe the war in freedom, 


7 you in congratulation. | | 
aving defended the ſtandard of liberty in this new 
world—having taught a leſſon uſeful to thoſe who. inflict, 
and to thoſe who feel oppreſſion, you retire from the great 
theatre of aCtion, with the blefling of your fellow citizens ; 
but the glory of your virtues will not terminate with your 
military command, it will continue to animate remoteſt 
ages. We feel with you, our obligations to the army in 
general, and will particularly charge ourſelves-with the in- 
tereſt of thoſe confidential officers, who have attended your 
perſon to this affecting moment.“ Sat 7 
« We join you in commending the intereſts of our dear- 


_ 


cere 
cc 


and independence; on which happy event we fin- 


A country to the protection of Almighty God, beſeeching 
Him to diſpoſe the hearts and minds of its citizens to im- 


prove the opportunity afforded them, of becoming a happy 


and reſpectable nation; and for you, we addreſs to Him 
our earneſt prayers, that a life ſo beloved may be foſtered 
with all His care: that your days may be happy as they 
have been illuſtrious, and that He will finally give you that 
reward which this world cannot give.” 

The great ſcenes that crouded in upon the imagination 
of the General, and of the Preſident, fo affected them both, 
that they almoſt loſt the power of utterance. The mingled 
emotions that agitated the minds of the ſpectators, on ſee- 
ing the commander in chief of their armies, reſigning all 
public employments, and his country acknowledging his 
ſervices, and loading him with their bleflings, were beyond 
deſcription. Iinmediately on reſigning his commiſſion, Mr. 
Waihington, © haſtened with ineffable delights,” (to uſe 
his own words) to his ſeat at Mount Vernon, on the banks 
of the Potowmac in Virginia, Here the hiſtorian would 
wiſh to make a pauſe, while he deſcribed the ſimple and 
heartfelt joy of neighbours and domeſtics, who welcomed 
him to his home. = it not be deemed foreign to this pre- 
ſent ſubject, to do homage to the feelings and character of 
the amiable partner of his conjugal happineſs, upon this oc- 
caſion. She deſerved this tide of unparalleled female ho- 
nour and felicity, for the loved her country, and bore with 
more than Roman—with chriſtian patience and fortitude, 
the pains to which his long abſence, and the perils of his 
health and life had expoſed her. Fain would the hiſtorian 

| | purſus 
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purſue the illuſtrious hero of the nevoluion, a little further, 1783. 
and attempt to deſcribe his feelings upon his review of the. Cons 
events of the war, from the quiet tation which he now 
occupied. But this digreſſion would lead him far from the 
ecke of his hiſtory. _ 
To paſs ſuddenly from the toils of the firſt public com- 
miſſion in the United States, to the care of a farm; to ex- 
change the inſtruments of war, for the implements of huſ- 
bandry, and to. become at once, the patron arid example of 
ingenious and profitable agriculture, would to moſt men 
have been a difficult taſk. But to the elevated mind of the 
late commander in chief, of the armies of the United Stat 
it was natural and delightful ; and ſhould theſe pages kſcend 
to poſterity, and war continue ages hence to be the means 
of eſtabliſhing national juſtice, let the commanders of ar- 
mies learn from the 3 of Gen. Waſhington, that the 
fame which is acquired by the ſword, without guilt or am- 
bition, may be — without Pawer, of ſplendor, in 
private life. 
I hough the war was over, much remained for Congreſs 
to do. The proper diſpoſition of their unſettled weſtern 

and northern frontier, became an object of ſerious attention. 

The eaſtern ſtates bad been ſettled uniformly in townſhips, 

but the middle and ſouthern ſtates by indiſcriminate loca- 

tion. On a compariſon of the merias of theſe different me- 

thods of ſettling a new country, Congreſs gave a decided : 4-4 
preference to the former.  Conformably to theſe principles, 

an ordinance was paſſed on the 20th of May 1785, for diſ- 

poſing of that part of the weſtern territory, which bounds 

on Pennſylvania. Many ſettlers ſoon migrated to this 

country, Civil Government was eſtabliſhed among them. 

A Governor and Judges were appointed and paid by Con- 

greſs. They fixed their capital to which they gave the | 
name of Marietta, at the conflux of the Muſkingum and | 
Ohio. In the firſt years of their ſettlement, Congreſs or- | 
dained that they ſhould be governed as a colony of the 

United States, but engaged, that as ſoon as they had at- : 

tained a population, equal to that of the ſmalleſt of the old 

ſtates, they ſhould be received into the union on equal | 
terms. By this liberal policy, the bleſſings of a free go- 

vernment, may be gradually extended to the remoteſt | 
bounds of the United States. . | 

Theſe arrangements for promoting domeſtic tranquillity 
were accompanied by others, for forming commercial con- 
nexions with the ſovereigns of Europe. .T'owards the cloſe 
of the war, Dr. Franklin had concluded a treaty between 


the 
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the United States and the King of Sweden. He, Mr, 
Adams and Mr. Jefferſon were appointed joint commiſſi- 
oners for forming commercial treaties with foreign powers, 
They ſucceeded in their negotiation with the King of Pruſ- 
ſia, and the emperor of Morocco, Mr. Adams was alſo 
appointed Miniſter Plenipotentiary from the United States, 
to the Court of Great Britain; and was inſtr to ſolicit 


a treaty between theſe two powers, but the Miniſters of his 


Britannic Majeſty, declined entering into any treaty with 
him. They aſſigned the inability of Congrets, to compel 
the different ſtates to obſerve general commercial regulati- 
ons, as a reaſon. for declining the propoſed connexion, 
From miſmanagement, the United States, with & to 
trade, were in fact nearly as dependent on Great Britain, 
aſter the e, as before the war, They had loſt the pri- 
vileges of Britiſh ſubjects with regard to ſome branches of 
commerce, but ſuffered moſt of the inconveniencies of that 
political condition, in conſequence of their inability to re- 
gulate their commerce by one will. In this deranged ſtate 
of public affairs, Great Britain could expect little more 
from a treaty with the United States, than what her mer- 
chants already poſſeſſed. She continued to reap the bene- 
fits of an extenſive trade with America, without a recipro- 
city of advantages. Mr. Adams finding his labours inef- 
fectual, defired leave to return to America, which was 
granted, . 
To provide funds for paying their continental debt, en- 
paged the attention of Congreſs, for ſome time before, and 
after the peace. The amount of this at the cloſe of the war 
as nearly as could be culculated, was about forty millions of 
dollars. In proſecuting the neceflary means for diſcharging 
it, the inefficacy of the articles of confederation ſoon be- 
came apparent. By theſe, Congreſs th bound to pay, 
poſſeſſed no power of raifing a revenue. Its conſtitutional 
authority extended no farther than to make requiſitions on 
the ſeveral ftates for their quotas, to be aſcertained in a re- 
lative proportion to the value of their lands. A propoſition 
was made to the ſeveral ſtates, near to the cloſe of the war, 
to inveſt Congreſs with a power to leyy on impolt of five 
per cent. at the time and place of importation, an the value 
of all goods imported from foreign countries, till the whole 
of their public debt ſhould be extinguithed. Danger being 
now nearly over, ſelfiſh paſſions began for to operate. Ob- 


jections were made, to truſting the purſe, and the ſword 
into the hands of. che fame body of men, and that too, for 


an 
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an indefinite period of time, To obviate theſe ſcruples, 
Congreſs on a reconfideration, propoſed to limit the grant 
of a continental impoſt to 25 years, and to confne the ap- 
plication of its neat proceeds excluſively, to the diſcharge of 
exiſting debts. On theſe principles, a fyſtem of revenue 
for funding and ultimately paying the whole public debt was A 8 
completed, and offered to the ſtates for theit ratification. oi "Py 
By this, it was propoſed to raiſe 2 millions and a half of dol- 0703- 
lars annually, to defray the intereſt of the continental debt. 
It was expeQed that the impoſt would bring in the firſt year 
one million of dollars, and encreaſe every year afterwards. 
The ſtates were reſpectively called upon to raiſe the ba- 
lance, according to proportions aſſigned them, from ſome 
permanent eftabliſhed fund ſubject to the diſpoſal of Con- 
greſs. A propofition was alfo made, to change the federal 
rule of apportioning the public debt, from the value of 
land, to the more practicable one of numbers of inhabi- 
tants in the different fates. The whole ſyſtem was tranſ- Apr. 18, 
mitted to the ſtate legiſlatures, and accompanied by an ani- 1783. 
mated addreſs, enforcing the propriety of its immediate 
adoption. Some of the ſtates adopted it in the whole; 
others only in part, and ſome not at all, The ftates whoſe 
population was 2 and whoſe lands were of an inferior 
quality, objected to changing the federal rule of apportion- 
ment, from the value of lands to numbers. Some of the ; 
ſtates which from their having convenient ports, were called | 
importing ſtates, found it to be more for their immediate 
advantage to raiſe money by impoſt for their ſeparate uſe, 
than for the benefit of the union, They who received fo- 
reign goods through neighbouring ſtates, and which were 
called LN ſtares, complained, that by the revolution 
they had only changed matters, for that inſtead of being 
taxed by Great-Britain without their conſent, they were / 
virtually taxed in like manner by their fifter ſtates, who 
happened to be more favourably ſituated for importing fo- 
reign goods. From theſe jarring intereſts, and from the 
want of a diſpoſition to ſupport a ſupreme head, and to give 
up local advantages for the general benefit, the revenue ſyſ- 
tem of Congreſs was never put in operation. Its failure * 
was the ſource of many evils. No efficient funds bei 
provided to pay the itereſt of the national debt, the public 
fecurities of the United States, fell in their value to ten for 
one, and became an article of ſpeculation. The war-worn 
ſollier who receiyed at the cloſe of the conteſt only an 
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obligation for the payment of his hard earned dues, was 
from neceſſity often obliged to transfer his rights for an in- 
ſignificant ſum. The monied man who had truſted his 
country in the hour of her diſtreſs, was deprived not only 
of his intereſt, on which he counted for his daily ſupport, 
but of a great part of the valye of his capital. The non- 
payment of public debts, ſometimes inferred a neceſſity, 
and always furniſhed an apology, for not diſcharging pri- 
vate contracts. Confidence between man and man receiv- 
ed a deadly wound. Public faith being firſt violated, pri- 
vate engagements loſt much of the obligatory force. Gen, 
Waſhington who nobly refuſed any thing Gr himſelf, had 
eloquently though unſucceſsfully pleaded the chuſe of the 
army, and other public creditors, in his circular letter to 
the governors, before his reſignation, and predicted the 
evils which followed from the rejection of the revenue ſyſ- 
tem of Congreſs. His obſervations were as follows: „ As 
to the ſecond article which reſpects the performance of pub- 
lic juſtice, Congreſs having in their late addreſs to the 
United States, almoſt exhauſted the ſubject. They have 
explained their ideas fo fully, and have enforced the obliga- 
tions the ſtates are under to render complete juſtice to al] 
the public creditors, with ſo much dignity and energy, that 
in my opinion, no real friend to the honour and independ- 
ency of America, can heſitate a ſingle moment reſpecting 
the propriety of compiying with the juſt and honourable 
meaſures propoſed. If their arguments do not produce con- 
viction, I know of nothing that will have greater influence, 
eſpecially when we recollect that the ſyſtem referred to, be- 
ing the reſult of the collected wiſdom of the continent, muſt 
be eſtcemed, if not perfect, certainly the leaſt objectionable 
of any that could be deviſed, and that it ſhall not be car- 
ried inte immediate execution, a national bankruptcy with all 
its deplorable conſequences will take place, before any different 
plan can poſſibly be propoſed or adopted, So preſſing are 
the preſent circumſtances, and ſuch is the alternative now 
offered to the itates.” Congreſs continued to fend forth 
annual requiſitions, for the ſums wanted for the public ſer- 
vice, and indulged the hope that the ſtates would e'er long 
be convinced of the neceſũty of adopting an efficient ſyſtem 
of general revenue: but theit reguiſitions as well as their 
ſyſtem of revenue, were diſregarded by ſome of the ſtates, 
and but partially complied wita by others. From this fai- 
lure of public juſtice, a deluge of evils ee the 
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United States. Theſe were alſo encreaſed by an unfavouta- 
ble balance of trade. The ravages of armies, and the in- 
terruption of à free communication between Europe and 
America during the war, had multiplied the wants of the 
latter, to a degree which exceeded all previous calculations. 
An inundation of European manu factures, was therefore 
one of the firſt effects which followed the "eſtabliſhment of 
peace. Theſe were purchaſed by the Americans far beyond 
their means of payment. Adventurers graſping at the pro- 
fits of trading with the new formed ſtates exported to Ame- 
rica goods to a great amount, exceeding what either pru- 


dence or policy could juſtify, The Americans foon found 


themſelves involved in a debt, to the diſcharge of which their 
reſources were unequal. In ſeveral inftances, theſe debts 
were contracted on credit by perſons to whom the United 
States were indebted. Theſe preſuming on the juſtice of 
their country, had involved themſelves in private engage- 
ments, hoping that what they 'received from the public 
would furniſh them with the means of payment. Such 
were doubly diſtreſſed. 

The ſufferings of the inhabitants were increaſed in con- 
ſequence of the obſtructions of their trade. That inter- 
courſe with the Weſt-India Iſlands, from which, when co- 
lonies, they derived large ſupplies of gold and ſilver, was 
forbidden to them in their new capacity of independent 
ſtates. © Their fiſheries received a ſevere check from their 
being excluded from ſeveral ports in which, when colonies, 
they had found a ready fale for the fruits of their induftry, 
which they drew from the ocean. Theſe evils were till 
farther aggravated by the ſtoppage of the bounty on whale 


oil, to which, when Britiſh ſubjects they were entitled. 


To add to their other misfortunes, they could no longer fail 
with ſafety in the Mediterranean, a privilege which they had 
always enjoyed, while they were a part of the Britiſh em- 
pire. Unable to defend themſelves from the Algerine cor- 
fairs, they were obliged either to quit that beneficial trade, 
or enſure it at a ruinous premium. 

The United States from the want of power in their com- 
mon head, were incapacitated from acting in concert, ſo as 
to avail themſelves of their natural advantages. Congreſs 
called once- more upon the States to enlarge their powers, 
and particularly to intruſt them with the regulation of com- 
merce for a limited number of years. Some. ſtates fully 
complied with this call, but others fettered their grants 
with ſuch conditions, as prevented the formation of an uni- 
form ſyſtem, 
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From the combined operation of theſe. cauſes, trade lan- 
guiſhed ; credit expired; gold and filver vaniſhed; and in 
conſequence! thereof, real property was depreciated to an 
extent equal to that of the depreciation of continental mo- 
ney, in the 2d or 3d year of its emiſſion. Inſtead of imi- 
tating the wiſe policy of Great-Britain in making an artiſi- 
cial medium of circulation, by funding their debts, ſeveral 
of the ſtates to alleviate the diſtreſſes ariſing from the want 
of money, adopted the fallacious expedient of emitting pa · 
per, to ſupply the place of gold and filver : but the remedy 
increaſed the diſeaſe. If the funding plan had been adopt- 
ed, the ſum due by the United States, was ſo much within 
their reſources, that by the eſtabliſhment of efficient funds, 
for the punctual, diſcharge of the intereſt, the public debt 
might have eaſily been made a public bleſſing. It would 
have been a capital for the extenſion of agriculture com- 
merce and manufactures, as well as an honeſt and effectual 
ſubſtitute for real coin : But theſe advantages, which would 
have leſſened much of the ſufferings of the inhabitants, were 
loſt by the imbecility of the general government, and the 
want of concert in the ſtate legiſlatures. = 

When the people on the return of peace ſuppoſed their 
troubles to be ended, they found them to be only varied. 
The calamities of war were followed by another claſs of 
evils, different in their origin, but not leſs injurious in their 
conſequences, The inhabitants feeling the preflure of their 
ſufferings, and not knowing preciſely from what ſource they 


originated, or how to remedy them, became uneaſy, and 


many were ready to adopt any deſperate meaſures that tur- 
bulent leaders might recommend. In this irritable ſtate, a 
great number of the citizens of Maſſachuſetts, fore with 
their enlarged portion of public calamity, were induced by 
ſeditious demazzogues, to make an open reſiſtance to the 
operations of their own free government. Inſurrections 
took place in many parts, and laws were trampled upon by 
the very men whoſe deputies had enacted them, and whoſe 
deputics might have repealed them. By the moderation of 
the legiſlature, and eſpecially by the bravery and good con- 
duct of Gen. Lincoln, and Shepherd, and the firmneſs of 
the well affected militia, the inſurgents were ſpeedily quell- 
ed, and. good order reſtored, with the loſs of about fix of 
the freemen of the ſtate. TW | 

The untcwad events which followed the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of peace, though evils of themſelves, were DATES 
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for great national good. From the failure of their expecta- 


tions of an immediate increaſe of political happineſs, the 
lovers of liberty and independence began to be leſs fanguine 


in their hopes from the American revolution, and to fear 


that they had built à viſionary fabric of government, on the 
fallacious ideas of public virtue; but that elaſticity of the 
human mind, which is nurtured by free conftitutions, kept 
them from defponding.- By an exertion of thoſe inherent 
principles of ſelf- preſervation, which republics poſſeſs, a 
recurrence was had to the good ſenſe of the people, for the 
rectification of fundamental diſorders. While the country, 
free from foreign force and domeſtic violence, enjoyed 


tranquillity, a propoſition was made by Virginia to all the 


other States to meet in convention, for the purpoſe of di- 
geſting a form of government, equal to the exigencies of 
the umon. "The firſt motion for this purpoſe was made by 
Mr. Madiſon, and he had the pleaſure of ſeeing it acceded 
to by twelve of the States, and finally tg iſſue in the eſta- 
bliſhment of a New Conſtitution, which bids fair to repay 
the citizens of the United States, for the toils, dangers and 


waſtes of the revolution. The fundamental diſtinction be- 


tween the articles of confederation and the new conſtitution 
lies in this; the former ated only on States, the latter on 
individuals ; the former could neither raiſe men nor money 
by its own authority, but lay at the diſcretion of thirteen 
different legiſlatures, and without their unanimous concur- 
rence was unable to provide for the public ſafety, or for the 


payment of the national debt. Ihe experience of ſeveral 
years had proved the impoffibility of a goverament anſwer- 


ing the end of its inſtitution, vhich was dependent on others 
for the means neceſſary for attaining theſe ends. By the 


new conſtitution, one legiſlative, executive, and judicial 


power pervades the whole union. This enfures an uniform 
obfervance of treaties, and gives a ſtability to the general 
government, which never could be attained while the acts 
and requiſitions of Congreſs were ſubject to the revifion of 
thirteen legiſlatures; and while thirteen diſtinct and uncon- 
nected judiciaries had a conſtitutional right to decide on the 
ſame ſubject. The people of the United States gave no 
new powers to their rulers, but made a more judicious ar- 
rangement of what they had formerly . They en- 


larged the powers of the general government, not by taking 
from the people, but from the State legiflatures. They 
took from the latter a power of levying duties on the im- 
portation 
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portation of merchandiſe from foreign countries, and tranſ- 


ferred it to Congreſs for the common benefit of the union. 
They alſo inveited the general government with a power to 
3 trade, levy taxes and internal duties on the inhabi- 
tants. That theſe enlarged powers might be uſed only with 


caution and deliberation, Congreſs,” which, formerly con- 


ſiſted of only one body, was made to conſiſt of two; one 
of which was to be choſen by the people in proportion to 
their numbers, the other by the State legiſlatures. The 


execution of the acts of this compounded. legiſlature was 


committed to a Supreme Magiſtrate, with the title of Pre- 
fident. The conſtitution, of which theſe, were the princi- 
pal features, was ſubmitted to the people for ratification. 


Animated debates took place on the propriety of eſtabliſh- 


ing or rejecting it. Some States, who from their local ſi- 
tuation were benefited by receiving impoſt duties into their 
treaſuries, were averſe from the giving of them up to the 
union. Others, who were conſuming but not importing 
States, had an intereited.inducement of an oppoſite kind to 
ſupport the propoſed new conſtitution, The proſpects of 
increaſed employment for ſhipping, and the enlargement of 
commerce, weighed with thoſe States which abounded in 
lailors and (hips, and alſo with ſea- port towns, to advocate 


the adoption of the new ſyſtem ; but thoſe: States or parts 


of States, which depended Chiefly on agriculture, were 
afraid that zeal for encouraging an American marine, by 
narrowing the grounds of competition, among foreigners 
for purchaſing and carrying their produce, would leilen their 
profits. Some of this deſcription therefore conceived that 

they had a local intereſt in refuſing the new ſyſtem. | 
Individuals who had great influence in ſtate legiſlatures, 
or who held profitable places under them, were unwilling 
to adopt a government which, by diminiſhing the power of 
the ſtates, would eventually.diminiſh. their own importance: 
others who looked forward to ſeats in the general govern- 
ment, or for offices under its authority, had the ſame in- 
tereſted reaſon for ſupporting its adoption. Some from jea- 
louſy of liberty, were afraid of giving too much power to 
their rulers ; others, from an honeſt ambition to aggrandize 
their country, were for paving the way to national great- 
neſs by melting down the ſeparate States into a national 
maſs. The former feared the New Conſtitution z the 
latter gloried in it. Almoſt every paſſion which could 
agitate 
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agitate the human breaſt, intereſted States and individuals 
for and againſt the adoption of the propoſed plan of govern- 
ment. Some whole claſſes of people were in its favor. 
The - maſs of public creditors expected payment of their 
debts from the eſtabliſhment of 'an efficient government, 
and were therefore decidedly for its adoption. Such as lived 
on ſalaries, and thoſe who, being clear of debt, wiſhed for 
a fixed medium of circulation and the free courſe of law, 
were the friends of a conſtitution which prohibited the ifſu- 
ing of paper money and all interference between debtor and 
creditor. In addition to theſe, the great body of indepen- 
dent men, who ſaw the neceſſity of 

government, and who, from the jarring intereſts of the dif- 
ferent States, could not foreſee any probability of getting a 
better one than was propoſed, gave their ſupport to what 
the federal convention had projected, and their influence ef- 
ſeed its eſtabliſhment. After a full conſideration, and 
thorough diſcuſhon of its principles, it was ratified by the 
conventions of eleven of the original thirteen States, and 
the acceſſion of the other two is ſoon expected. The ra- 
tification of it was celebrated in moſt of the capitals of the 
States with elegant proceſſions, which far exceeded any 
thing of the kind ever before exhibited in America. Time 
and experience only can fully diſcover the effects of this new 
diſtribution of the powers of government ; but in theory it 
ſeems well calculated to unite liberty with ſafety, and to lay 
the foundation of national greatneſs, while it abridges none 
of the rights of the States, or of the people. 

The new conſtitution having been ratihed by eleven of 
the States, and ſenators and repreſentatives having been 
choſen agreeably to the articles thereof, they met at New- 
York and commenced proceedings under it. The old 
Congreſs ; and confederation, like the continental money, 
expired without a ligh or groan. A new Congrels, with 
more ample powers and a new conſtitution, partly national 
and partly federal, ſucceeded in their place to the great juy 
of all who wiſhed for the happineſs of the United States. 

Though great diverſity of opinions had prevailed about 
the new conſtitution, there was but one opinion about the 
perſon who ſhould be appointed its ſupreme executive of- 
hcer. The people, as well anti-federalifts as federaliſts, 
(for by theſe names the parties for and againſt the new 


conſtitution were called) unanimouſly turned their eyes 


* North-Carolina and Rhode · Iſland ſince writing the above, have ac- 
ceded to the union. 
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on the late commander of their armies, as the moſt proper 
perſon to be their firſt Preſident, | Perhaps there was not a 
well informed individual in the United States, (Mr. Waſh- 
ington himſelf only excepted) who was not anxious that he 
ſhould be called to the executive adminiftration of the pro- 
poſed new plan of 3 Unambitious of farther 
honors he had retired to his farm in Virginia, and hoped to 
be excuſed from all farther public ſervice; but his country 
called him by an unanimous vote to fill the higheſt ſtation 
in its gift. That boneſt zeal for the public good, which 
had uniformly influenced him to devote both his time and 
talents to the ſervice of his country, got the better of his 
love of retirement, and induced him once more to engage 
in the great buſineſs of making a nation happy. The intel- 
ligence of his election being communicated to him, while 
on his farm in Virginia, he ſet out ſoon after for New- 
York. On his way thither, the road was crouded with 
numbers anxious to ſee the Man of the people. Eſcorts 
of militia, and of gentlemen of the firſt character and ſta- 
tion, attended him from State to State, and he was ever 

where received with the higheſt honors which a grateful 
and admiring people could confer. Addreſſes of congratu- 
lation were preſented to him by the inhabitants of almoſt 
every place of conſequence through which he paſſed, to all 
of which he returned ſuch modeſt unaſſuming anſwers as 
were in every reſpe& ſuitable to his fituation. So great 
were the honors, with which he was loaded, that they could 


ſcarcely have failed to produce haughtineſs in the mind of 


any ordinary man; but e of the kind was ever diſco- 
vered in this extraordinary perſonage. On all occaſions he 
behaved to all men with the affability of one citizen to ano- 
ther. He was truly great in deſerving the plaudits of his 
country, but much greater in not being elated with them. 
Of the numerous addreſſes which were preſented on this 
occaſion, one ſubſcribed by Dennis Ramſay the Mayor of 
Alexandria, in the name of the people of that city, who 
were the neighbours of Mr. Waſhington, was particularly 
and univerſally admired. It was in the following words: 


„% To GEORGE WASHINGTON, Eg. Preſident of the 
United States, &fc. 


« AGAIN your country demands your care. Obe- 
dient to its wiſhes, unmindful of your caſe, we ſee you 
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again relinquiſhing the bliſs of retirement; and this too, at | 


a period of life, when nature itſelf ſeems to authorize a 
preference of repoſe ! | 

Not to extol your glory as a ſoldier ; not to pour forth 
our gratitude for paſt ſervices ; not to acknowledge the juſ- 
tice of the unexampled honor which has been conferred up- 
ou by the ſpontaneous and unanimous ſuffrage of three 
ions of freemen, in your election to the ſupreme magiſ- 
tracy ; nor to admire the patriotiſm which directs your con- 
duct, do your neighbours and friends now addreſs you; 
themes leſs ſplendid but more endearing, impreſs our minds. 
The firſt and beſt of citizens muſt leave us; our aged muſt 
loſe their ornament; our youth their model; our agricul- 
tuce its improver ; our commerce its friend ; our infant aca- 
demy its protector; our poor their benefaCtor ; and the in- 
terior navigation of the Potowmack (an event replete with 
the moſt extenſive utility, already, by your unremitted 
exertions, brought into partial uſe) its inſtitutor and pro- 
moter. 

« Farewell I Go! and make a grateful people happy; 
a people, who will be doubly grateful, when they contem- 
plate this recent ſacrifice for their intereſt.” 

« 'To that Being, who maketh and unmaketh at his will, 
we commend you ; and after the accompliſhment of the ar- 
duous dulined to which you are called, may he reſtore to 
us again, the beſt of men, and the moſt beloved fellow 
citizen!“ 

To this Mr. Waſhington returned the following an- 
ſwer: 
« GENTLEMEN, | 

« Although I ought not to conceal, yet I cannot deſcribe 
the painful emotions which I felt in being called upon to 
determine whether I would accept or reſuls the Preſidency 
of the United States. The unanimity in the choice, the 
ans of my friends, communicated from different parts of 

urope, as well as from America, the apparent wiſh of thoſe 
who were not entirely ſatisfied with the conſtitution in its 
preſent form; and an ardent deſire on my own part to be 
inſtrumental in connecting the good will of my countrymen 
towards each other; have induced an acceptance. T hoſe 
who know me beſt (and you, my fellow citizens, are from 
your ſituation, in that number) know better than any others, 
my love of retirement is ſo great, that no earthly conſide- 
ration, ſhort of a conviction of duty, could have prevailed 
upon me to depart from my reſolution “ never more to take 
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any ſhare in tranſactions of a public nature.” For, at my 
age, and in my circumſtances, what proſpects or — 
could I propoſe to myſelf, from embarking again on the 
tempeſtuous and uncertain ocean of public life 

4 do not feel myſelf under the neceſſity of making pub- 
lic declarations, in order to convirice „gentlemen, of 
my attachment to ky and regatd for your intereſts; 
the whole tenor of my life has been open to your inſpecti- 
on; and my paſt actions, rather than my preſent declara- 
tions, muſt be the pledge of my future conduct. ; 

« Tn the mean time, I thank you moſt fincerely for the 
expreſſions of Kkindnefs, coiitained in your valedictory ad- 
dreſs. It is true, juſt after having bade adieu to my domeſ- 
tic connexions, this tender proof of your friendſhip is but 
too well calculated, till further to awaken my ſenſibility, 
and increaſe my regret at parting from the enjoyment of 
private life. 

« All that now remains for me, is to commit myſelf and 
you to the proteCtion of that beneficent Being, who on a 
former occaſion hath happily brought us together, after a 
long and diſtreſſing ſeparation ; perhaps the ſame gracious 
Providence will again indulge ine. Unutterable ſenſations 
muſt then be left to more expreſſi ve ſilence ; while from an 
aching heart, I bid you all, my affectionate friends, and 
kind neighbours, farewell!“ 5 

Gray's bridge over the Schuylkill which Mr. Waſhing- 
ton had to paſs, was highly decorated with laurels and ever- 
greens. At each end of it were erected magnificent arches 
compoſed of laurels, emblematical of the ancient Roman 
triumphal arches; and on each' fide of the bridge, was a 


"Laurel ſhrubbery. As Mr. Waſhington paſſed the bridge, 


a youth ornamented with ſprigs of laurel, aſſiſted by machi- 
nery let drop above his head, though unperceived by him, a 
civic crown of laurel. Upwards of 20,000 citizens lined 
the fences, fields, and avenues, between the Schuylkill and 
Philadelphia. Through theſe he was conducted to the ci- 
ty, by a numerous and reſpectable body of the citizens, 
where he partook of an elegant entertainment provided for 
him. The pleaſures of the day were ſucceeded by a hand- 
ſome diſplay of fireworks in the evening. 

When Mr. Weſhington croffed the Delaware, and land- 
ed on the Jerſey fore, he was ſaluted with three cheers by 
the inhabirants of the vicinity. When he came to the brow 
of the hill, on his way to Trenton, a triumphal arch was 
erected on the bridge, by the direction of the ladies of the 
placc. The crown of the arch was highly ornamented with 
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imperial laurels and flowers, and on it was diſplayed in larg 
hgures, Decemher 36gh 1736. On the ſweep of the arch, 
beneath was this inſcription, The defender of the Mathers, 
will alla protet? their daughters. On the north fide were 
— a number of young girls dreſſed in white, with gaz- 
as of flowers on their heads, and baſkets of flowers on 
their arms; in the ſecond row ſtood the young ladies, and 
behind them the married ladies of the towp. The inſtant 
he «yori arch, the young girls began to ſling the fol- 

_ lowing . 1 4 


Welcome mighty chief once more, 

% Welcome to this grateful ſhore : 

& Now no mercenary foe 

“ Aims again the fatal blow, 

& Aims at thee the fatal blow. 

« Virgins fair, and matrons grave, 

“ Theſe thy conquering arm did fave, 

£* Build for thee triumphal bowers, 

« Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers, 

t Strew your Hero's way with flowers.“ = 

As they ſung the laſt lines, they ſtrewed their flowers on 

the road before their beloved deliverer. His ſituation on 
this occaſion, contraſted with what he had in Dec. 1776 
felt on the ſame ſpot, when the affairs of America were at 
the loweſt ebb of depreſſion, filled him with ſenſations that 
cannot be deſcribed. He was rowed acroſs the bay from 


Elizabeth-Town to New-York, in an elegant barge by 


thirteen pilots. All the veſſels in the harbours hoiſted their 
flags“ Stairs were erected and decorated for his reception. 
On his landing, univerſal joy diffuſed itſelf through every 
order of the people, and he was received and congratulated 
by the Governor of the State, and officers of the corpora- 
tian. He was conducted from the landing place to the 
hauſe which had been fitted up for his reception, and was 
followed by an elegant proceſſion of militia in their uniforms, 
and by great numbers of citizens. In the evening, the 
houſes of the inhabitants were brilliantly illuminated. A 
day was fixed, faon after his arrival, ſor. his taking the oath 
of office, which was in the fallowing words: © I do ſo- 
lemaly ſwear that I will faithfully execute the office of Pre- 
ſident of the United States, and will, to the beſt of my abi- 
lity, preſerve, protect, and defend, the conſtitution of the 
United States.” On this occaſion he was whally clothed 
in American manufactures. In the morning of the day ap- 
pointed for this purpoſe, the clergy of different denomina- 
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tions aſſembled their congregations in their reſpective places 
of worſhip, and offered up public prayers for the Preſident 
and people of the United States. About noon a proceſſion, 
followed by a multitude of citizens, moved from the Preſi- 
dent's houſe to Federal Hall, When they came within a 
ſhort diſtance from the Hall, the troops formed a line on 
both ſides of the way, rough which Mr. Waſhington, ac- 
companied by the Vice-Preſident Mr. John Adams, paſſed 
into the Senate chamber. Immediate] f after, accompanied 
by both houſes, he went into the gallery fronting Broad- 
{ireet, and before them and an immenſe concourſe of citi- 
Zens, took the oath preſcribed by the conſtitution, which 
was adminiſtered by R. R. Livingſton, the Chancellor of 
the State of Now: Y onli An awful ſilence prevailed among 
the ſpectators during this part of the ceremony. It was a 
minute of the moſt ſublime political joy. The Chancellor 
then proclaimed him Preſident of the United States. This 
was anſwered by the diſcharge of 13 guns, and by the effu- 
ſions of ſhouts, from near 10,000 grateful and affectionate 
hearts. The Preſident bowed moſt reſpectfully to the peo- 
ple, and the air reſounded again with their acclamations, 
He then retired to the Senate chamber, where he made the 
following ſpeech to both houſes. 


40 Fellow Citizens of the Senate, and of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives. lis 


« Among the vicifſitudes incident to life, no event could 
have filled me with greater anxieties, than that of which the 
notification was tranſmitted by your order, and received on 
the 14th day of the preſent month-—On the one hand, I was 
ſummoned by my country, whoſe voice I can never hear 
bur with vencration and love, from a retreat which I had cho- 
ſen with the fondeſt predileCtion, and in my flattering hopes, 
with an immutable deciſion, as the aſylum of my declinin 
years ; a retreat which was rendered every day more . 
ſary as well as more dear to me, by the addition of habit to 
inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my health, to 
the gradual waſte committed on it by time. On the other 
hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the truſt to which the 
voice of my country called me, being ſufficient to awaken in 
the wiſeſt and moſt experienced of her citizens, a diſtruſt- 
ful ſcrutiny into his oO could not but overwhelm 
with deſpondence, one, who, inheriting inferior endow- 
ments from nature, and unpractiſed in the duties of civil 
adminiſtration, ought to be peculiarly conſcious of his own 
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deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions, all I dare aver, 
is, that it has been my faithful ſtudy to collect my duty from 
a juſt appreciation of every circumſtance, by which it might 
be affected. All I dare hope, is, that, if in executing this 
taſk,” I have been too much {ſwayed by a grateful remem- 
brance of former inſtances, or by an affectionate ſenſibility 
to this tranſcendant proof of the confidence of ) my fellow 
citizens; and have thence too little conſulted my incapa- 
City as well as diſinclination, for the weighty and untried 
cares before me ; my error will be palliated by the motives 
which miſled me, and its conſequences be judged by my 
country, with ſome ſhare of the partiality ip which they 
originated. | | | 
Such being the impreſſions under which I have in obe- 
dience to the public ſummons, repaired to the preſent. ſta- 
tion; it would be peculiarly improper to omit in this firſt 
official act my fervent ſupplications to that Almighty Being 
who rules over the univerſe—who preſides in the councils 
of nations—and whoſe providential aids can ſupply every 
human defect that His benediction may conſecrate to the 
liberties and happineſs of the people of the United States, 
a government inſtituted by themſelves for theſe eſſential 
purpoſes; and may enable every inſtrument employed in its 
iniſtration, to execute with ſucceſs, the functions al- 
lotted to his charge. In tendering this e to the Great 
Author of every public and private good, I aſſure myſelf 
that it expreſſes your ſentiments not leſs than my own ; nor 
thoſe of my fellow citizens at large, leſs than either. No 
ople can be bound to acknowledge and adore the inviſible 
Hand, which conducts the affairs of men, more than the 
people of the United States. Every ſtep by which they 
have advanced to the character of an independent nation, 
ſeems to have been diſtinguiſhed by ſome token of providen- 
tial agency. And in the important revolution juſt accom- 
pliſhed in the ſyſtem of their united government, the tran- 
quil deliberations, and voluntary conſent of ſo many diſtinct 
communities, from which the event has reſulted, cannot be 
compared with the means by which moſt governments have 
been eftabliſhed, without fome return of pious gratitude, 
along with an humble anticipation of the future bleſſings 
which the paſt ſeem to preſage. Theſe reflections ariſing 
out of the preſent criſis, have forced themſelves too ſtrongly 
on my mind to be ſuppreſſed. You will join with me, [ 
truſt, in thinking, that there are none under the influence 
of which, the proceedings of a new and free government 
can more auſpiciouſly commence. 
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„Zy the article 3 executive department, it 
is made the duty of the Preſident © to recommend to your 
conſideration, ſuch meafures as he ſhall judge neceſſary and 
expedient.” The circumftances under which I now meet 
you will acquit me from entering into that ſubj ect, farther 
than to refer to the great conſtitutional charter under which 
you are aſſembled, and which, in defining your powers, de- 
ſignates the objects to which your attention is to be given. 
It will be more confiſtent with thoſe circumſtances, and far 
more congenial with the feelings which a/tuate me, to ſub- 
ſtitute, in place of a recommendation of particular meaſures, 


the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the 


patriotiſm which adorn the characters ſelected to deviſe and 
adopt them. In thoſe honourable qualifications, I behold 
the ſureſt pledges that as on one fide no local prejudices, or 
attachments no ſeparate views, nor party animoſities, will 
miſdire& the comprehenſive and equal eye which ought to 
watch over this great aſſemblage of communities and inter- 
efts ; ſo, on another, that the foundations of our national 
policy will be Jaid in the pure and immutable principles of 
private morality ; and the pre-eminence of free government, 
be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affec- 
tions of its citizens, and command the reſpect of the world. 
I dwelt on this proſpect with every ſatisfaction which an ar- 
dent love for my country can inſpire. Since there is no 
truth more thoroughly eftabliſhed, than that there exiſts in 


the ceconomy and courſe of nature, an indiſſoluble union 


between virtue and happineſs ; between duty and advantage, 
nani- 
mous people, and the ſolid rewards of public proſperity and 
felicity. Since we ought to be no lefs perſuaded that the 
propitious ſmiles of Heaven, can never be expected on a 
nation that diſregards the eternal rules of order and right, 
which Heaven itſelf has ordained. And fince the preſerva- 
tion of the ſacred fire of liberty, and the deftiny of the re- 
publican model of government, are juſtly confidered as 
deeply, perhaps as finally ftaked, on the experiment entruſt- 
ed to the hands of the American people. 

« Beſides the ordinary objects ſubmitted to your care, it 
will remain with your judgment to decide, how far an exer- 
Cife of the occaſional power delegated by the 5th article of 
the conſtitution, is rendered expedient at the preſent junc- 
ture by the nature of objections which have been urged 
againſt the ſyſtem, or by the degree of inquietude which 
has given birth to them. | 

“ Inftead 
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«© Inſtead of undertaking particular * — on 
this ſubject, in which I could be guided by no lights deriv- 
ed from official opportunities, I ſhall again give way to my 
entire conſidence in your diſcernment and purſuit of _ 

blic 

oy For I aſſure myſelf that whilſt you carefully avoid 
alteration which might endanger the benefits of an — 
and effective government, or which ought to await the fu- 
ture leſſon of experience; a reverence for the characteriſtic 
rights of ireemen, 6 Ph a regard for the public harmony, will 
ſufficiently influence your deliberations on the queſtion, how . 
far the former can be more impregnably tor, or the 
latter be ſafely and advantageouſly promoted. 

Jo the preceding obſervations I have one to add, 
which will be moſt properly addreſſed to the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives. It concerns been and will therefore be as 
brief as 0 

„6 When J was firſt honegred with a call into the ſorvies 
of my country, then on the eve of an arduous ſtruggle for 
its liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty re- 
quired that | ſhould renounce every pecuniary compenſa- 
tion. From this refolution 1 have in no inſtance d , 
And being {till under the impreffions which produced it, 1 
muſt decline as inapplicable to myſelf, any ſhare in the per- 
ſonal emoluments, which may be indiſpenſibly included in a 
permanent proviſion for the executive department; and muft 
accordingly pray, that the pecuniary eſtimates for the ſtation 
in which [ a6 placed, may, during my continuance in it, 


be limited to fuch actual expenditures as the public good 


may be thought to require, 

4 Having thus imparted to you my ſentienents, as they 
have been awakengd by the occaſion which brings us toge- 
ther -I ſhall take my * leave; but not without reſort- 
ing once more to the benign Parent of the human race, in 
humble ſupplication, that fince He has been pleaſed to fa- 

vor the American people with opportunities for dehberat- 
was in perfect tranquillity, and diſpofitions for deciding with 
unparalleled unanimity on a form of government, for the 
lecurity of their union, and the advancement of their hap- 
pineſs ; ſo His Divine bleſſing may be equally conſpieuous in 
the enlarged views, the temperate conſultations, and the 
wiſe meaſures, on which the ſucceſs of this government 
muft depend.“ 


, The Preſident, of Congreſs, then attended on divine 

ervice. 
In the evening a very ingenious and ſplendid ſhew of fire 
works 
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works was exhibited. Betwixt the fort and the bowling 


green ſtood conſpicuous, a ſuperb and brilliant tranſparent 


painting, in the centre of which was the portrait of the Pre- 
ſident repreſented under the emblem of Fortitude, on his right 
hand was Juſtice, repreſenting the Senate of the United 
States, and on his left, Wiſdom, repreſenting the houſe of 
Repreſentatives. or | n 

This memorable day completed the organization of the 
new conſtitution. By this eſtabliſhment the riſing genera- 
tion will have an opportunity of obferving the reſult of an 


experiment in politics, which before has never been fairly 


made. The experience of former ages, has given many 
melancholy proofs, that popular governments have ſeldom 
anſwered in practice, to the theories and warm wiſhes of 
their admirers, The preſent inhabitants of independent 
America, now have an opportunity to wipe off this aſper- 
ſion, to aſſert the dignity of human nature, and the capacity 
of mankind for ſelf-government. 2 
Citizens of the United States ! you have a well balanced 
conſtitution eſtabliſhed by general conſent, which is an im- 
provement on all republican forms of government hereto- 
fore eſtabliſhed. It poſſeſſes the good qualities of monar- 
chy, but without its vices. The wiſdom and ſtability of 
an ariſtocracy, but without the inſolence of heredi 
maſters. The freedom and independence of a popular aſ- 
ſembly acquainted with the wants and wiſhes of the people, 
but without the capacity of doing thoſe miſchiefs which re- 
ſult from uncontrolled power in one aſſembly. The end 
and object of it is public good, If you are not happy it will 
be your own fault. No knave or fool can plead an heredi- 
tary right to ſport with your property or your liberties, 
Your laws and your lawgivers mult all proceed from your- 
ſelves. You have the experience of nearly fix thouſand 


| years, to point out the rocks on which former republics 


have been daſhed to pieces. Learn wiſdom from their miſ- 
fortunes. Cultivate juſtice both public and private, No 
government will or can endure which does not protect the 
rights of its ſubjects, Unleſs ſuch efficient regulations are 
adopted, as will ſecure property as well as liberty, one re- 
volution will follow another, Anarchy, monarchy or deſ- 
potiſm, will be the conſequence. But juſt laws and the 
faithful execution of them, public and private credit will 
be reſtored, and the reſtoration of credit will be a mine 
of wealth to this young country, It will make a fund 
for agriculture, commerce and manufactures, which will 
ſoon enable the ' United States to claim an exalted rank 

| among 
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among the nations of the earth. Such are the reſources of 
your country, and fo * are your debts, compared with 

reſources, that proper ſyſtems wiſely planned and faith- 
fully executed, will ſoon fill your extenſive territory with 
inhabitants, and give you the command of ſuch ample capi- 
tals, as will enable you to run the career of national great- 
neſs, with advantages equal to the oldeſt kingdoms of Eu- 
rope. What they have been flowly growing to, in the 
courſe of near two thouſand years, you may hope to equal 
within one century. If you continue under one govern- 
ment, built on the ſolid foundations of public juſtice, and 
public virtue, there is no point of national greatneſs to 
which you may not aſpire with a well founded hope of ſpee- 
dily attaining it. Cheriſh and ſupport a reverence for go - 
vernment, and cultivate union between the Eaſt and the 
South, the Atlantic and the Miſſiſſippi. Let the greateſt 
good of the greateſt number be the pole ſtar of your public 
and private deliberations. Shun wars, they beget debt, add 
to the common vices of mankind, and produce others, which 
are almoſt peculiar to themſelves. - Agriculture, manufac- 
tures and commerce, are your proper buſineſs. Seek not 
to enlarge your territory by conqueſt, It is already ſuffici- 
ently extenſive. You have ample ſcope for the employ- 
ment of your moſt active minds, in promoting your own 
domeſtic happineſs. Maintain your own rights and let all 
others remain in quiet pofſefſion of theirs. Avoid diſcord, 
faction, luxury and the other vices which have been the bane 
of common-wealths. Cheriſh and reward the philoſophers, 
the ſtateſmen and the patriots, who devote their talents and 
time at the expence of their private intereſts, to the toils of 
enlightening and directing their fellow citizens, and there- 
by reſcue citizens and rulers of republics, from the com- 
mon and too often merited charge of ingratitude. Practiſe 
induſtry, frugality, temperance, moderation, and the whole 
lovely train of republican virtues. Baniſh from your bor- 
ders the liquid fire of the Weſt-Indies, which while it en- 
tails poverty and diſeaſe, prevents induſtry and foments pri- 
vate quarrels. Venerate the plough, the hoe, and all the 
implements of agriculture. Honor the men who with their 
own hands maintain their families, and raiſe up children 
who are inured to toil, and capable of defending their coun- 
try. Reckon the neceſſity of labour not among the curſes, 
but the bleſſings of life. Your towns will probably ere 
long be engulphed in luxury and effeminacy. If your li- 
berties and future proſpects depended on them, your * 
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of liberty: would 2 be * a great 11 
your country muſt, * } YEOmanry, .v Ve NO 
other ncq than on Almighty God * uſual bleſ- 


ſing on their daily labour. From the great excels of the 


number of ſuch in farmers in theſe States, over 
and above all other elaſſes of inhabitants, the long centiny- 
anco of. your liberties may be reaſonably preſumed. i 
. Let-the hapleſs African fleep undiſturbed: on his native 
ſhore, and give over wiſhing for the extermination of the 
ancient proprietors of this land. Univerſal juſtice is uni- 
verſa} intereſt. Ihe moſt enlarged bappineſs of one people, 
by no means requires the degradation or deſttuction of ans- 
ther. It would be more glorious to civiliſe one tribe of (a- 
vages than to exterminate or expel a ſcore. There is ter- 
ritory enough for them and for you. Inſtead of invading 


their rights, promote their happineſs, and give them no rea- 
ſon to curſe the folly of their. fathers, wha ſuffered yours to 


fit down on a ſoil which the common Parent of us both had 
previouſly aſſigned ta them: but above all, be particularly 
careful that your own deſcendants do not degenerate into ſa- 
vages. Diffuſe the means of education, and particularly of 
religious inſtruction, through your remioteſt ſettlements. 
To this end, ſupport and ſtrengthen the hands of public 
Let your vo- 
luntary contributions canfute the diſhonourable poſition, 
that religion cannot be ſupported but by compulſory eſta- 
bliſhments. Remember that there can be no political hap- 
pineſs without liberty; that there can be no liberty with- 
out morality; and that there ean be no morality without 
religion. | may 1 
It is now your turn to figure on the face of the earth, 
and in the annals of the world. You poſieſs a country 
which in lefs than a century will probably contain fifty mil- 
lions of inhabitants. - You bave, with a great expence of 
blood and treaſure, reſcued yourſelves and your paſterit) 
from the domination of Europe. Perfect the good work 
yau have begun, by forming ſuch arrangements and inſtitu- 
tions as bid fair for enſyring to the preſent and future gene- 


rations the bleflings for which you have ſucceſsfully con- 


tended. uf 

May the Alwighty Ruler of the Univerſe, who has raiſ- 
ed you to independence, and given you a place araong the 
nations of the earth, make the American Revoldtion an 
era in the hiſtory of the world, remarkable for the pro- 
greſſive increaſe of human happineſs 30 AT] 65 A 
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An Alphabetical Lift of the Members of Congreſs, who 


attended from the ſeveral States, from the th Novem- 
ber, 1774, to the 3d of March, 1789. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


Atkinſon George 
Bartlet Joſeph 
Blanchard Jonathan 
Folfom Nathaniel 
Froſt Geor 
Fofter Abief 
Gilman John Taylor 
Gilman Nicholas 
Livermore Samuel 
Long Pierce 
Langdon "x 
Peabody Mr. 
Sullivan John 
Thornton Matthew - 
Whipple William 
Wentworth Mr. 
Woodbury Mr. 
White Mr. 
Wingate Pain. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Adams Samuel 
Adams John 
Cuſhing Thomas 
Dana Francis 
Dane Nathan 
Gerry Elbridge 
Gorham Nathaniel 
Hancock John 
Holton Samuel 
Higgenſon Stephen 
Jackſon Jonathan 
King Rufus 
Lovell James 
Lowell John 
Oſgood Samuel 
Otis Samuel Allyn 
Paine Robert Treat 
Patridge Geor | 
Sedgewick 'Theodorus 
Ward Artemus. 


RHODE-ISLAND. 


Arnold Jonathan 
Arnold Peleg 
Collins John 
Cornell Ezekiel 
Ellery William 
Gade Tall: 
Hopkins Stephen 
Howell David 
Hazard Jonathan 
Marchant Henry 
Moury Mr. | 
Manning James 
Miller Nathan 
Varnam James M. 
Ward Samuel. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Adams A. 

Cook Joſeph Platt 
Dyer Eliphalet 

Dean Silas | 
Ellworth Oliver 
Edwards Pierpoint 
Huntington Samuel 
Huntington Benjamin 
Johnſon William Samuel 
Law Richard 
Mitchell Stephen Mix 
Root Jeſſe | 
Sherman Roger 
Spencer Joſeph 
Sturges Jonathan 
Wolcott Oliver 
Williams William 


_ Wadſworth Jeremiah. 


 NEW-YORK. 
Alſop John 


Boerum Simon 


Benſon Egbert 


Duane James 


Duer 


Duer William 
Floyd William 
Ganſeyoort Leonard 
Gelſton David 
Haring John 
Hamilton Alexander 
Jay John 

Livingſton Philip 
Low Iſaac 

Lewis Francis 
Livingſton Robert R. 
L'Hommedieu Ezra 
Lanſing John Junr. 
Livingſton Walter 
Lawrence John 
Morris Goveneur 
M<Dougall Alexander 
Pain Ephraim 

Platt Zephaniah 

Pell Philip 

Scott John Morin 
Schyuler Philip 
Smith MelanQon 
Wiſner Henry 

Yates Peter W. 
Yates Abraham Junr. 


NEW-JERSEY. 


Boudinot Elias 
Burnett W. 
Beatty John 
Crane Stephen 
Clarke Abraham 
Cooper John 
Condict Silas 
Cad wallader Lambert 
Dehart John 
Dayton Jonathan 
Elmer Jonathan 
Fell John 


Freelinghauſen Frederick 


Hart John 
Hopkinſon Francis 


Houſtoun Willm. Churchill 


Hornblower Joſiah 
Kinſey James 
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| Livingſton William 
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Smith Richard 
Serjeant Jonathan D. 
Scudder 3 
Stephens John 
Symmes John C. 


Witherſpoon John Doctor. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Atlee Samuel 
Armftrong John 
Armſtrong John Junr. 
Biddle Edward 

Bayard John 
Bingham William 
Clymer George 
Clingan William 
Coxe Tench 
Dickinſon John |, 
Duffeld Samuel 
Franklin Benjamin Doctor 
Fitzſimons Thomas 
Gardner Joſeph 
Galloway Joſeph 
Humphrey Charles 
Hand Edward 

Henry William 
Ingerſol Jared 

2 avid 


rvine William 


Mifflin Thomas 


Morton John 
Morris Robert 
M<Clene James 
Matlack Timoth 
Montgomery Tokeph 
Morris Cadwallader 
Meredit Samuel 
Peters Kichard 
Pettit Charlcs 
Roads Samuel 

Roſs George 
Roberdeau Daniel 
Reed Joſeph 

Reid ſames R. 


Smith 
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Smith Jonathan B. 
Searle James 
Shippen William 
St, Clair Arthur 
Wilſon James 
Wynhoop Henry 


DELAWARE. 


Bedford Gunning Junr. 
Dickinſon John 
Kearnny Dyre 
M*Kean Thomas 
M*<Comb Eleazer 
Mitchell Nathaniel 
Patton John 

Perry William 
Rodney Cæſar 

Sykes James 
Tilton James 

Van Dyke Nicholas 
Vining John 
Wharton Samuel. 


MARYLAND. 


Alexander Robert 
Chaſe Samuel 

Carrol Charles of Carrolton 
Carrol Daniel 

Contee Benjamin 
Forhes James 

Forreſt Uriah 
Goldſborough Robert 
Henry John 

Hanſon john 
Hemſley William 
Hindman William 
Hariſon William 
Howard John E. 
Johnſon Thomas 
Jenifer Daniel of St. Thomas 
Lee Mr. 
Lloyd Edward 
Mc*<Henry James 
Paca William 

Plater George 
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Potts Richard 
Rumſey Benjamin 
Ramſey N athaniel 
Roſs David 

Smith William 
Stone Thomas 

Seney Joſhua 
Tilghman Matthe w 
Wright Mr. 


_ VIRGINIA. 


Adams Thomas 
Bland Richard 
Braxton Carter 
Baniſter Mr. 
Bland Theodorick 
Brown John 
Carrington Edward 
Dawſon John 
Fleming William 
Fitzhugh Mr. 
Griffin Cyrus 
Grayſon William 
Henry Patrick 
Hariſon Benjamin 
Harvie Mr. 
Heney James 
Hardy Samuel 
Jefferſon Thomas 
Jones Joſeph 
Lee Richard Henry 
Lee Francis Lightfoot 
Lee Arthur 
Lee Henry 
Mercer James 
Madiſon James Junr. 
Mercer John Francis 
Monroe James 
Nelſon T homas 
Pendleton Edmund 
Page Mann 
Randolph Peyton 
Randolph Edmund 
Smith Merriweather 
Waſhington George 
Walker John. 
| NORTH- 


\ 


' Blount William 


( 640 ) 


NORTH-CAROLIN A, 


Aſhe John Baptiſt 
Burke Thomas 


Bloodworth Timothy 
Burton Robert 


' Caſwell Richard 


Cumming William 
Hooper Williim 
Hewes Joſeph 

Harnett Cornelius 
Hill Whitmel 
Hawkins Benjamin 
Jones Allen 

Jones Willie 

Johnſton Samuel 

Naſh Abner 

Penn John 

Sharpe William 
Spaight Richard Dobbs 
Sitgreaves John 
Swann John 

Williams Mr. 
Williamſon Hugh 
White James. 


SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


Bee Thomas 
Beresford Richard 
'Bull John 

Butler Pierce 


| Barnwell Robert 


Drayton William Henry 
Eveleigh Nicholas 
Gadſden Chriſtopher \ 
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Prefidents of f CONGRES S, from ave ell 1789. 
john Hanſon 


peyton Randolph 
Henry Middleton 
John Hancock 
Henry Laur 
John Jay 
Samuel Huntin 
Thomas M*Kean 
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Gervais Lewis John 


Hayward Thomas 


| Hutſon — an 
Huger Daniel - 


7 Ralph 
Kinloch Francis 
Kean John 
Laurens Henry 
Lynch Thomas 
Middleton Henry 
Middleton Arthur 
Matthews John 
Motte Iſaac «+ 
Pinckney Charles 
Parker fon 
Rutledge John 
Rutledge Edward 
Ramſey David 
Read Jacob 
Trapier Paul 
Tucker Thomas Tuder. 


GEORGIA. 


Baldwin Abraham 
Few William 
Gibbons William 
Hall Lyman 
Howley Richard 
Houſton William 


Haberſham John 


2 N. Wimberly 
angworthy Edward 
Pierce William 
Telfair Edward 
Walton Wenne | 


Elias Boudinot 
Thomas Mifflin 
Richard Henry Lee 


Nathaniel Gorcham 


Arthur St. Clair 
Cyrus Griffin, 
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